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28000 Experirnental Scallop Fishery ifidhis New Eniglend Georges Bank-grophafisk:

From-AUDIT& INTERNAL CONTROL STAFF OFFICE 3017131168

T-475  P.22/32 F-132
AMERICAN OCEANS CAMPAIGN

VIA TELEFAX: (301) 713-2303 December 12, 2000
‘National Oceanic aud Atmospheric Administration

Public Reference Facility (OFAS3)

1305 East West Highway (SSMC4), Room 8627

Silver Spring, Maryland 20810

) Re: Freedom of Infoymation Acr Requ
g eg Se e, and the Northeast Fisheries §
Dear Freedom of Information Act Officer:
This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act, S 11.S.C. § 552. The

soope of this request is for records pertaining owaveobserver.cawhandhwuctibiadma fromitbe

as aythorized by Framework Adjusiments 12-13 to the Arlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management
Plan, which were prepared by the New England Fishery Management Couneil and approved by
the National Maripe Fisheries Service. Specifically, this request covers the following recands
(whether in written, compwerized, or other format) concerning observer data in the 2000
Experimental Scallop Fishery:

1. all observer data oblained from the 2000 Experimental Scallop Fishery in
Closed Area IT. Please include copies of all observer-prepared reposts for all
observed scellop vessel tips in the groundfish closed areas during the 2000
scallop fishery. Please include rew data reposts of all abserved scallop
fishing wips, including all observer spmmaries of obseyved carch and bycaich.

Awmgrican Oceans Campaign (A0C) is a nos-profit environmental organization
vecognized under § 501(c)(3) of the Inwraal Revenue Code. AOC is not seeking the above-
requested records for any commercial purpose, and AOC will not derive income from those
records. Rather, the records will be used in furtherance of AOC’s mission, which is to protect
marine environments. ’

The recards received in responde 1o this request will be reviewed by AOC and will be
shared with other regional and national non-profiv environmental organizations. AOC plans to
disseminare this informarion 10 the public via its newsletiers and irs intemet website 1o inform
citizens about the selectivity of fishing gears used in the Aslantic sea scallop fishery to harvest
seallops, and amoumts and fypes of bycaich nceurring in scallop dredges, Accordingly, the
present request qualifies tor @ waiver of cosrs under § U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)A) and 40 CFR.
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New England Field Office: 379 Hamilon P, River Vale. NJ 07675 Tel: (201) 263-9756 Fax: (20]) 263-9758
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I look forward to your response within twenty days, as required by the Act, S U.S.C.
§ 552(2)(6)(A)(). Please contact Chris Zeman ai (201) 263-9756 if you have any questions

regarding this request.
Si IY: q ‘/L‘

F;shmes Progzam Counsal
American Qceans Campaign

wc:  Daryl Christensen, Chief, Fisheries Sampling Branch, NEFSC



