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1. SW® - NTIRE TEXT
2. Admiral Harry Train visited Honduras August 11-13 at
invitation of Honduran Armed Forces Commander General
Alvarez. During his two days here Admiral Train called
on Honduras' top military and civilian leadership and
visited various locations on Eonduras' North Coast. The
AMB Admiral visited the Puerto Cortes Naval Base, the Puerto
DCM
POL-2 Castilla construction site and he overflew key points of
DAO
MILGP interest in the Mosquitia region. He also received a
DEA
briefing from the X& Fifth Batzalion Commander at Puerto
Lempira where the battalion has been transferred only
—lrecently. And, Admiral Train met briefly with the
Commander of the Air Base at Ceiba.
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r§: The level and atmosphere of the reception accorde&_W :
admiral Train was very much in line with the friendly .
spirit which seems to have prevailed since Doctor Suazo’s
visit to Washington, July 13-15. President sﬁazo received

'the Admirai on August 11 and was wmImX quick to volunteer
his interest in a joint-use U.S./Honduran naval facility.
He also told Admiral Train that he counted on the U.S. to
mbe by Honduras' side in the event his "red telephone®

ever rang with the news that Nicaraguan forces were
attacking Honduras. ' .
4. During his visits outside of Tegucigalpa, the Admiral
was accompanisd by the Commander of the Honduran Havy,
Colonel Ruben Montova. Colonel Montoya's main interest
was to give Admiral Train an appreciation of the diffi~
culties involved in patrolling Honduras' North Coast from
Puerto Cortes in the extreme northern part of the country.
This is why the Honduran Navy also wishes to establish a
base at Puerto Castilla, an excellent deep water harbor
which divides the North Coast roughly in half. Puerto
Castilla was used by the U.S. Navy for submarines during .
Wbrlﬁ War II. Colonel Montoya also intends to establish

a sort of forward naval base near the Caratasca sandbar

] -~

in the Mosguitia, an essential step in light of repeated
incursions by Sandinista naval vessels across the Honduran/

Lgicaraguan maritime boundary at the fifteenth paralle}lj
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. fgi In discussing his plans and specific needs with _—7
Admiral Train, Colonel Montoya made c¢lear that the
Honduran Armed Forces would welcome incréased U.8. naval
involvemént here. First, our ship visits appear to be
very welcome and the Hondurans would like more of them.
This was independently confirmed by the Mayor and other
officials of the City of Tela where the Admiral spént
the night of August 12. The Portland, with a complement
Aof 600 Marines, had just completed a visit to Tela. Next,
the Hondurans wonid be interested in a basing'arrangement
‘with the United States. And, third, the Hondurans would
probably be amenable to making one or more of their
coastal airfields available for use by Naval reccnnaissance
aircraft. Since this was essaﬁtially an orientation
visit, none of these topics were discussed at particular
length. But they are illustrative of potential areas for

_U.S./Honduran-naval cooperation.

6. There were two specific areas where Colonel Montoya
did ask for our immediate assistance. First, he was hope-
ful that Honduras could have a higher priority when it
came to the acquisition of decommissioned U.S. naval
shiés. Second, he wanted some advice on the acguisition

—oncus ~

of a coastal radar for use off the Mosguitia and help in

training the necessary personnel.
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[7. VCOMMENT: E:bassy belleves that Admiral Train's VIEiF
has laid the groundwork for greater U.S./Honduran coopera-—
tion in the naval sphere. In addition to whatever
assistance we might be able to provide in improving.
Bonduras' own naval capabilities, we belisve most
promising avenue.in the near term would be in the area
of staging or forward basing of naval reconnaissance
aireraft in Honduras for strictly military as well as
.drug enforcement purposes..

8. . This report was prepared after Admiral Train departed

Hondwuras. 4
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