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ohn Negroponte, the

handsome forty-four-year-

- old American ambassador

to Honduras, is running his

Own secret war. He re--

seats being called the

American proconsyl i Central America,

but part of hig Job is to oversee 3 CIA-

Supported drmy of at least five: thousand

men fighting to undermine the Sandinistas

in Nicaragua, ,

I-first met John Negroponte in Hong

- Kong in 1960, "when he was fresh out of

Yale and on his first assignment in the

foreign service, Tall, dark, and graceful,

with elegant manners and self-confidence
instilled in him by his wealthy Greek-

American parens and private schools, he

Was marked for the fast track. Over long

lunches with Negroponte and his col-

leagues | debated the Chinese role in

Southeast Asia and whether Ho Chi Minh_

could ever become an Asian Tito,

) In1964, after ten months of Vietnamese
language training, Negroponte was as-
signed to the political section in Saigon, | ward: to be on the Kissinger inner team,
where he became (he resident American | Negroponte traveled with Kissinger to
expert on the Vietnamese Buddhists ang ‘Moscaw for four days qf secret meetings
the Constitutiona] Assembly, Saigon’s at. |

with Leonid Brezhnev in Aprl 1972, Iy
tempt lo establish a LLresentative demo-

out. But later, as our involvement deep-
ened, he argued that we had a mora com-
mitment and we should not betray the
South Vietnamese people, ”

In1967, shortly before he Wwas assigned
tothe U. S. Delegation to the Paris Peace
Talks on Vietnam, Negroponte was invited
to the British Embassy in Saigon, where
he -was introduced to Diana Villiers, the

vibrant eighteen-year-o)d niece of the amp-

"bassador, They flew back to Paris to-
gether, enchanted, byt then did not meét
again for nine. years. .

In 1970, while Kissinger was in the
White House, serving as nationa security
adviser and supporting Nixon's bombing of
Cambodia, there was 3 rash of resignationg
from his staff. Negroponte was brought on
board with special responsibility for Kis-
singer’s secret Vietnam peace negouations,
He worked hard and well under the Kissin-
ger lash. Like then-colonel Alexander
Haig, Kissinger's deputy, Negroponte
suffered the searing put-down humor
and temper tantrums of Kissinger. The re.

May he took notes in Brezhnev's dacha on
‘the Volga, where Richard Nixon had been
seeking Soviet help to end the war.
Negroponte knew how Kissinger hated
press leaks and punisheq leakers, real or
Suspected. As a White House correspon-
dent [ found Negroponte gracious but cau-
tious. Only Henry could leak to the press.
As negotiations with Hanoi intensified,
Negroponte became indispensable 1o

him to the edges of crowds demonstrac_ing
against the BOvernment. Saigon was the
.anvil of American foreign policy.

In 1965 3 Harvard professor named
Henry Kissinger came to Saigon for his -
first visit. Negroponte briefeq him on the
internal political situation. Each impressed
the other. Thus began a long and painful
relationship, ’

Negroponte, his friends recall, at first
‘believed that the American role should be

ted, and he Opposed the éarly bombing

of North Vietnam, Said an old friend: “He
dstrong reactions, and hig first view was
that our efforts were a complete waste of

| Ume. We shoylg cut our losses and get

betwgen Paris and Washington to break
the deadlock with Hanoi, B y October 1972
the breakthrough had come: the North
Vietnamese agreed to separate the polit-
cal and military issues and to give up their
long-standing” demand that South Viet-
namese president Nguyen Van Thieu step

.'Zz_
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Kissinger. They shuttled back and forth |

down. In analyzing the North Vietnamese-f
offer, Negroponte warned the
Kissinger that Hanoj's offer was flawed anq
left the situation “basically unresolved.”:
Specifically, he cautioned that Thiey would ...
find it unsatisfactory. As Stanley Kamow .
records in Vietnam: 4 History, Kissinger's‘ )
temper flared and he turmed on Negry--
bonte, saying, “What do You want us to do?+|-
Stay there forever?” Kissinger wanted an
agreenient beiore the presidential election |
in November 1972, |t dig not come untif
January 1973, after heavy Christias bomb-;
ing of Hanoi. Thiey opposed the agreement, 3

Negroppnte Was traumatized by what he;
believed was K;

Kissinger's betrayal of our’
allies in Saigon, “ don’t believe we exacted:
from Hanoi all the coricessions we could
have exacted. In the same time frame weil:
could have negotiated 2 deal that would f;
have lef Saigon in a much stronger posi- |
tion,” he told me. -
To question Kissinger’s judgment was
always risky, but under these circum-,;
stances their relationship deteriorated. !
Press accounts citeg differences between;
Kissinger and Haig/Negrop()nte, wha”
Were pressing for tougher termsg. Kis<,
singer was furioys. Negroponte reportedly
believed his remarks to press friends were
nhecessary because the 1. S, had to keep |-
its moral comunitments if it was to reguaina |
great power. He had lost Kissinger as a ;
mentor, but he had gained Haig. :
In January 1973 Negroponte was over-,
workgigﬂgﬂs_relaﬁunslﬁp with Kissinger /;
was in a shambles. He asked (o return to |-
the State Department and was banished to I
Quito, Ecuador, as a political counselor. .-
From Quito he began the long clinib
back. In 1975 he was named consul genem{l ‘L
in Thessaloniki, Greece. The next sum-;
mer he learned that Diang Villiers, now,
graduated from the London School of Ecoy
Nomics, was still single. He invited DianaZ
to visit him. Romance bloomed under the:
Jerionn L. SCHECTRR 15 our Washington editor. gt
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utNegroponte believed
theUShadtokeep' |
Commitments toremain
dgreatpower. Heost

issingerasamentozg
buthegainedHéig. '
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er Kissinger !
has been overhesard asking, y did they
give me Centraj America? I is the opj
area of the world I kno

W nothing ahoy »
He_ 'S learning fast. The admin;

gressional ang public
SUPPOIt. Assisting Kiec:
ord, for a Jg

Ng time hjg closest i

Servicemer, o0 | Speech writer ang Dow president. of the r

oceans and fisherjes contracts 1o tryj, the anti-Sandinista “ouncil on Foreign R tions They ape h

! he held the ank of bassudorand NELOU- [ forces, whose combined tiumbers gp the preparmga{orce[ul State {

i ated dreary byt €essential agreements, 1 jfa northern gy Southern froptg are aboyt il

took op 3 glow in January » When hjs 8,000 menp, Negroponte will not- discuss
old Vietnam roommate, Richard Hol

brooke, assis é

T1ca and the peeq
to create Stable socjaq e, If comeg
0own hard 4 4inst Soviet and Cubap Inter-

the U.S, re!atjons)u'p with the anti-Syndj.
nista Kroups, but he notes that *
Nicaragyaps, They are dysag

vention in the Fegion, Kissinger, who onge ,I
disalfected Sandi- | ened himsef ¢, 4 cowboy, js hoping i
UStas who wany tg hold the junta to the € commission’s report will put hin baci b
Vunam and Cambodu Promises they made when 0moza was | ip 1€ saddle, nding toward ancther tepy, H]
In January 1981, when Alexander Haig overthrown, " 1, Says, “While forme, Na- | a5 Secretary of State if Ropalg Reagan iy i
e Secretary of State,’ﬂe‘rroponte's tiona] Guard ofticers Play quite ap impor- re-electeq, . T
whee] of fortune came full cirele, The sit- tant role, becauge they are the only ones These days Negroponte Speaks well f 7
uation in Centra) America wag deteriorat- with military CXperience, their overall | pis former boss, Professing “the greatest | 4
ing because of Cubap and Nicaraguzm numbers are only fifteen lotwenty percent respect and Miration for Henry,» Kis- 2 .
Support for 8uerillas in g Salvador. Haig | of the entire force.” SInger treated egroponte fairly - in his | - B 24
ad an action plap ¢ halt them, and Negro- Owadays he dpeg not like to discuss Memoirs, and, g 1€ Surface, thejr rela- ; i
e Was calleq op to make jt work. In | the Vietnam andlogy. He argues that “tq tions are cordial, “You know Henpy, » Says J g
Ovember 198] pe became ambassador ¢, raise the analogy of Vietnam may beto faff | , Ormer staffer, “he will 53y nice things }" B
- ~~—X0nduras wigh a mandate to create 4 Cov- | into an intellectyal trap. Jt Scares people aboutJohn in public, byt pn'vately he wil ,Jl; ;?
Ert center of Opposition tg the Sandinjst 15 | away [romtconsidcring the issye on its | neyer trust him again.”" Ne Sroponte wij l i N
i Nicaragya, [, also urged the Hondy. Merits.” That said. - i also be watching Kissinger carefully. Thig 1 ‘
ransto develop J g, ~SUPPOLTe time he wijl being Stronger position to see j
: : - that Kissinger does not, in the name of e
* | Peace, sell oyt those whg follow the pro-
consul’s banner, (€] =
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