PRIVACY CHANNELS

TO: ARA/AMBASSADOR MOTLEY
FROM:  AMBASSADOR NEGROPONTE

SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP ON CONSULTATIONS

1. I found our talks in Washington, very useful, eséecially
meeting with you and Armitage on possible air-%%%%%@.facility
at Puerto Castilla. idea of a base undér U.S.-flag is a
non-starter as far as I am concerned. In any event, as agreed
at meeting, we will await Paul Gorman's submission of a

justification before taking any further steps.

2. On‘your meeting with Finance Minister Corleto, you should
be aware by way of background that, prior to his departure,
your predecessor agreed that we had not done nearly enough for
Honduras in economic area. They have, after all, undertaken.a
number of risks both in their Salvador. and Nicaragua policy.
Yét, despite their poverty, they get less econcmic aid than
Costa Rica whom we are constantly pulling away from the brink
of "neutrality". Craig can fill you in on some of our pasﬁ
discussions in this regard; but clearly GOH needs and deserves

as much help as we can muster for them.

3. I suspect I speak for a number of my colleagues when I sug-
gest an early Central American Chiefs of Mission meeting.

Believe such a meeting could best serve your purposes if.
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Secretary could also be involved in some way, whether in the
field or in Washington. Sometime later this year after the

Bipartisan Commission visit could be a good time for such a

- get-together,

4. I trust Jim Michel and/or Craig Johnstone advised you of my

heetings with?Nofman Minetta and Dave McCurdy. Minetta said that,

as fa; as he is concerned} Boland/Zablocki amendment is a dead

.letter for time being. He thought Korean airliner incident and

Lebanon had overshadowed matters and, barring unforeseen circum-
stances, continued funding for special project in FY-84 would be
approved. At my subsequent meeting with.Méburdy he told me he
had advised Boland to leave the matter alone and content himself
with psychologlcal victory of July. These struck me as hopeful
conversations although at the time I did my best to conceal any

sign of satisfaction.

5. 'On related matter, I think draft finding as shown to.ﬁe by
Dewey Claridge on September 12 was not rpt not comprehensive
enough.' It focussed almost exclusively on interdiction. Mr..
Casey explained to me-that thls was because he wanted to do

nothing whlch.mlght jeopardlze program's contlnued fundlng.

I sincerely believe tﬁat case can be made that the ‘more complete

the flndlng the broader the- llkely Congress1onal support. I base
this opinion on the argument that one of the principal objectlons
to the finding is that it does not accurately or~completely'
portray what is actually happening on thé ground. In other

words, the finding needs to be hardened in order to be made more




acceptable. Given apparent shift in Congressional mood, even
those in Administration who question this argument may not be

so reticent. -

6. One final matter. Hope your schedule will permit a visit

to Doctor Suazo at Walter Reed. I think he would genuinely

appreciate the opportunity to review matters with you and I am

certain you would find a talk with him worthwhile.

" 7. Warm regards.
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