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o . ¥r. Norrison requested:

the end of the UX-US talk yes od the questions
proposed by a puper which I unders the Hritish
Joint Chiafs on the subject of gtomic wa fare an exchange of

# Seeretary at

 informpticn

from the State Depariment this week in order that Mr. Morrison wolld
know the ontewne before he returned. uR, MOBRRISON said that he would
very much like to be able to talk finally about this with the Secretary
before he left., He said Nr. Attlee might be questioned in the House
almost any time ss. to whether the U.S. had agreed to consult. He
referved to the sonversations between imbassador Douglas and ¥r. Bewin
- ik regard to the agreement on the use of beses in the UK. He referred
also to-the conversations between Prims Winister Attlee and the :
President. Be said the guestion of consultation was broader than
the use of bages in the U.K. He thought that perkaps consultation.
should include the U.K. and Canada and said the Prime Ninis ter felt
strongly about it, - 4 . ' '

The SECRETARY
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‘| might lead to sotusl practical solubions, This was in line with the

" "DECLASSIFIED - )

psors gy G852 |
MD“’—/‘@S | - jUP SECREI

- 2 -

sgid that he was not sure whether there would
yebulis this week. He said there were a good
man Hich needed to e diseussed very thoroughly.
SIN OLIVER FRANKS bupporied this view but suggested that Bradley
and Eiliott might begin their talk at once ard that then they could

be joined byhiwgeld and someone from the State Department to carry

many asspecis to

N Mo’ SEGRETARY said it was necessary to discuss the simamonsm

ﬂmicixmgh%bﬁng on general wer, A discussion of speeific situations

U.%, paper. -However, situstions would change amd agreements reached
‘wight need %o be reviewed soon and this would make it necessary for /
us constantly to keep in touch. In regard to the use of the atomic
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von, the question wight arise when we might use it and from what
cos we might deliver it. There was 2 difgerence between bages .
the U,K. and cur action elsewhers. fie referred to the law im .. 0f
the U.5. which limited what we could do. SIB OLIVEE- and-WE; WORRISO!
stressed that it was impor nt that the latter should be gble to
report real progress and hoped that talks eoculd begin partieelarly
o the guestion of censultation. ATR MARSHAY BLLIOTT expressed

- view bhat purely militery telks would nob be sufficient.

ROBRISON returned to the difficuliles of the Priwe Minister in
the House of Commons and said 1t would be a very bad situation if
first the British knew of the use of thelr bases was after & bomd
had been dropped. He said he was aot interested in strategic details
and doubted whether he and Mr. scheson could discuss thoase gatis-
factorily, but he did think thet diseussions should start. The
SECRETARY said that this was & wost Aifficult guestion and he could
not give an answer now. He repeated that the talk on specific isaues
might solve the problem. Any major war might jnvelve the use of the
atomic weapon. It wes inconceliveble that the .S, would get into &
war without knowing whether it had alliss or not, If the situations
were discussed, we would get clarificaticn. In regard o the we of
the bases it the U.K., be saw no difficulty in the puestion of prior
consultetion with the U.K. befors those buses weye used. In another
situstion, he supposed zll agreed that if Chicago were bombed we would
g6 ehead with retdliation. Situation here was, howevers that if the
President was asked whether e had any agreemont whick prohibited the.
use of the ataske weapon under any eirounstances, he had to answer fng,
It was the same as the question of the use of the battleship MISSOURI.

In angwer to Hr. Herrison's guestion as to how the Prime
Hinister could angwer guestions in Parlisment, the SECRETARY zaid he
didn' & know but be thought this would be soluble if they would dlscuss
the internationsl situations. MR, MOREISOH inguired shether wader
the Americen law it world be possible to say thal we have been in
consultation on the pubject and are in agresvent. 7The SECRETARY

again indicated
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and ¥e should make this attempt while Mir, MorriScs wae here,

T (MR MORRISON then referred to the gquestion of American
“compladnty about security of British porsonnel in this field. He

‘thought the Americans were logisting that the U.K. shosld follow

- thei American practice of having all workers sign forms taying that

i this would not be enough for Mr. Borrison's ?

TOP SECRET

He thought that progress
their conversations,

thought that this would ged us on the road

they were not and had not been communiate. He doubted whether this

-way ugeful. He also raised the question of the exvhange of atomic

information: He said it would help hinm greatly at home if he received

an underétanding that the

T8, would seek an anendpent to the NoMahon

ket on the exchange of infomation, The Secretary said this was a
very hard thing to dmi e had been on the verge of deing this twice.

The first time the &
cgae of the man with the

Vhorse head shy." He did nob know sbout the guestion of method

of securing security information, but security was vital. However,
¥R, HORRISOW said it was not faiy to seek an amendment to the Act
a8 his instruetions called upon him to do but it would help if the

Secretary could say that

the Admindstration woulld do what it can.

The SEURETARY said that they were considering the nmatter

and iried to do something
had been unsuctessd

butb that for the vessons indivated they

ER. MOPRISON ssked sgain whether the Secretary

could assure him that whenever the opportunity arrived the

* Administration would de its best to get astion in Congress. The

SECRETARY inguired whether such an wwlertaking would be announeed

in the House of Conmons,

to which MR, MOBRISON asid 'no.* SIR OLIVER

confirmed him that this would not be necessary. MR, HORRISON said
it would not be fair o the Seorstary to make such s statement in

the House, but he wanisd

to use it in the Cabinet, The SECRETARY

said he would foke the matter under congiderstion,

- e e e e

After the British withdrew, the Swmtaxy asked me to bring
this matter to M. Matthew's attention and ask him to give the Secretary

& recommendation. We dis

cussed the possibility of suggesting sme kind

of statement which ¥r. Norrison could make couched in general terms of

consuliation on war situa

8 and perhaps dealing separately with the

use of British bases but without specific refersnce to the atomic weapon,
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he thought the Prime Minister's answer could

8 1ot sure how soon. He thought that progress
and Bradley began their conversations.
. thiis would not be emough Por Hr. Morrison's
- thought thet this would get us on the rosd
8 attenpt while My. Morrison was here,

NOBRISON then referred to the question of American
scurity of British personmel in this field. He
ans were inpisting that the U.K., should follow
pragtive of having el workers sign foruws eaying that
ot mad had not beex communists. He doubled whether this
raised the question of the sxehange of atomle
e 8ald 1t would help him greatly at bome if he received

W said Lt was not falr to s ok &n smendusnt o the Aot

a8 his ‘instructions called upon hdm to do but it would Belp if the
Secretaty could sey that the Administration woudd do what it can.

% they were considering the matter
that for the ressons indicated they
-asked again whether the Secretary
epportunity arrived the
get action in Oongress. The |
dertaking would bs announced
Re NORRISON sald "mo." BIR OLIVER
e necessary. MR. UORRISON said
: Ty Yo make such & statement in
14 take the matier under tomsiderstion.

“withdres, the Secretary asked me to bring .
& attention and ask hinm to give the Secretary
canlbility of suggesting sone kind
ould make conched in gensral terms of
! “ion-on war sitoati o perhipe dealing separately with the
ugg-of British bases buk ‘Without specific refersnce to the siomic wsapon,

of statesent which Mr.. Norrison
conanltetion on war situations and
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