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18 June 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Meeting on Disclosure of U.8. Satellite Reconnalssance
Progrems end Cepabllities

1. The following individuals met on 17 June 1964 in the Office of
U. Alexis Johnson, Deputy Under Secretery for Political Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, to consider the deslrabillity of revealing U.8. satellite
reconnalissance capsabllities to the Soviet Union end to discuse the
manner in vhich such revelations would be handled:

Department of State:

U, Alexla Johnson, Chelrmen

Anbassador Llewellym E. Thompson

Leonsrd C. Meeker, Legel Advisor

Wreethem B. Gathright, Follcy Planning Counecil

George C. Denney, Jr., Deputy Director, INE

Haymond. L. Gerthoff, fpec. Asst. for Soviet Bloc Politlcal-Military
Affairs

Arms Control end Disermement Agency:

Adrian 8. Fisher, Deputy Director
Dr. Herbert Scoville, Jr., Assistant Director (Science and Technology)

National feronautics snd Space Administration:

Hobert Besmens, Associate Administretor
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( o SUBJECT: Meeting on Diselosure of U.S. Satellite Reconnslgsance Progreams
...... end. Capabllities

White House:

Charles Johnson

Spurgeon Keeny

Edwerd Welsh, Executive Secretary, Natlonal Aeronsutics smd Space
Council

Department of Defensze:

John T, McNaughton, Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA)
Arthur Berber, Deputy Assistant Secretary (Arms Control)
Colonel Marshell E, Senders, ISA
Brockwey MeMillan, Director, NEO

fentral Intelligence Agency:

Dr. Albert D. Wheelon, Deputy Director for HScience and Technology
R. Jeck Smith, Assistent Director for Current Intelligence

281a | |

2., At the request of Mr, Johnson, Mr, Fisher of ACDA cutlined
s, broadly a proposal for "legltimetizing" matellite reconneissence. The
( ; -proposel was for the creetion of an internetionsl organization to be
responaible for the storege snd, possibly, readout of photogrephy sub-
mitted to 1t by the U.8. end USSH. Both perties would continue to operate
their own satellite reconnsalssence systems end the guality and quantity
of’ the photogrephy submitted to the organlzetion would probably remsin a
unileteral decision. It was not contemplated that materiel of the highest
resolution be disclosed by the U.8.

LR

3. In the course of & long and involved dlscussion of U.S. objec~
tlves in the proposed exposure of satellite recommeissence capebllities
to the USSR and Soviet motives in meking public ite operstion. of space
reconnalssance pystems, the CIA view was sought. Dr. Wheelon described,
in genersl terms, the Agency view set forth in the 15 June memo prepared2
by & DDI/DD/SRT group under the chailrmenship of | ] e, 2ORIA
Smith noted that en importent sspect of the CIA position was thet the
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SUBJECT: Meeting on Disclosure of U.8. Satellite Reconnaissence Programs
snd Capebllities '

USSR hes not yet committed itself on en endorsement of aatellite recon-
nalssance and thet CIA was reluctant to embark on eny disclosure scheme
without assureance that the USSR would not exploit such disclosures to the
detriment of the U.8. intelligence collection program. TFor that reason,
CIA feels that the tacilt acceptance now prevailing is satisfactory and

is prefersble to a possibly adverse Soviet reaction to offlcisl disclosure
of the U.9. program.

Lk, Dr. Wheelon informed the Committee of the Director's view that
if the UBSR were to ecome to the U.S. with a formel proposal for disclosure,
the U.S. might be in a better position to assess the risks end adventages
cf revealing U.8. ecapebilitles. He elso noted thet we were now asble to
degcribe the Joviet satellite reconnaissence progrsm in some detatll and
that a recent CIA document could be made ayailsable.

5. The following conecensus emerged from the Committee dlscussion:

a., That gome iniltistives on the part of the U.H5. wonld be
desirable to achieve public acceptence of satellite reconnais-
gance end, possibly, legsl legitimacy.

b. That the thrust of the U.8. initiatives should be
directed at the Boviet satellite reconnalsgance progrem,
rather then the U.S. progrem, in en effort to impress the USSR
that Soviet secrecy practices sre not infellible, to elicit
a positive Soviet position on dimclosure, and to acquire detail
on Joviet capgbilitles.

¢. Thet to assure support to the U.8. in achieving these
obJectives, the NATO Advisory Council and the Senate Forelgn
Relatlions and Armed Services Committees could be briefed on
the Joviet satellite reconnsissmnce progrem in as much detaill
a8 posslible at the HECRET level. The CIA was agked to provide
i1ts memo on the Soviet satellite reconnaissence progrem to the
Committee membership and to prepere a proposed briefing for
the WAC and Henate Commlttees.
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d. That to sntleipate questions concerning the U.S.
program which would be generated by the foregoing briefings,
a talking paper should be prepared by the National Recon-
naissance Office on what could be imperted to the NAC snd
Senete Committees in a manner that would not imperil the
U.6. progrem if inadvertently lesked. The departure point
for this discusslon, it was agreed, would be an snalysis of
recent Soviet statements on the substitution of satellite
reconnaisgence for manned slrecraft overflights of Cuba
end an explanetlon of why such substitutions are not
fesgible,

e. That a draft propossl incorporating the points
noted sbove be prepered by Mr. Johnson for consideration
by each interested sgency.

6. Other conclusions of the Committee were:

a. To put aside, for the moment, the proposel for a
private approach to Chalrmen Khruschev to reveal the fact
of end the success achieved by the U.8. satellite recon-
nalsgance progrem. The Deparitment of State was gsslgned.
responslbility for developing contingency plans in anti-
cipation of new overtures for the exchange of satellite
photography by Chairman Khruschev.

b. To recommend that & recent Rand Corporstion report
on the use of satellites for the verification of armes con-
trol sgreements, based on unclassified sources, be published.
in modified form. Dr. Yecoville was asked to prepere snd
coordinebe comments on this document for transmitital to the
Rand Corporstion.
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SUBJECT: Meeting on Disclosure of U.S8. Satellite Reconnalgsance Programs
and. Capshllities

¢. Mr. Johnson and Dr. Scoville reported that Roswell
Gilpatrick had advised them that he had been asked to pre-
pare an article on satellite reconnailssance for the New York
Times, end thet he hed requested guldence and assistence,
Tt was egreed to suggest to Mr. (ilpatrick that his artlcle
be delayed until the Fall of 1964 when the effect could be
assesaed. of the proposed briefings of NATO and the HJenate
and the publication of the Rand report. \

25X1A

R. Jack Smith AThert D. Wheelon
Acting Deputy Director (Intelligence) Deputy Director
for
Hetence and Technology
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