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SUMMARY | +8) ARMY HUMAN INTEZELLIGENCE TEAMS WERB INVOLVED
IN TRAINING AND SUPPORTING CHIARPAS INDIGENOUS ARMED °
GROUPS. '
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TEKT: 1. {81 BMBL.«o 1~ “.7} BY MID-1994 THE
MEXICAN ARMY HAD PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL TO INSTITUTR
HILITARY TERMS IN CWARGE OF PRCMOTING ARMED GROUFS IN

“ YHE CONFLICTIVE RREAS OF CHIAPAS. THE INIENT WAS TO

ASSIST LOCAL INDIGENOUS PERSONNEL IN RESISBTING THE
ZAPATISTA NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY (BZLN), MOREOVER,
DURING THE DECEMBER 1297 RCTEAL MASSACRE, ARMY
INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS WERE INVOLVED IN OVERSEEING RRMED
GROUPS TN THE HIGHLANDS OF LOS ALTDS, IN CHIMPAS.

I "E| THAT AS BARLY NS SUMMER 1504

THE ARMY CREATED SPECIALIZED HUMAW INTELLIGENCE (HUMINT)
TEAMZ RESPONSIBLE FOR GATHERING INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIAN
COMMUNITIES PRIMARILY IN LOS ALTOS AND LAS CANADAS, BUT
WITH THE INTENT OF HAVING OTHER SIMILAR UNITS OPERATING,

TISTA T. ¥
CHIAPAB. THESE GROUPS WERR COMPOSED PRIMARTILY OF YOUNQ
OPFICHERY IN TAE RANK CF SECOND AND FIHST CRRTAIH, AS
WELL AS SELECT SERGEANTS WHO SPORE THE REUIOMAL
DIALECTS. THS HUMINT TEAMS WERE COMNPOSED OF THREE TO
FOUR RERSONS, WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO COVER SELECT
COMMUNZITIES FOR A PERIOD OF THREE MONTHH. AFTER THREB
HONTHS THE TEAMS? OPFFICER MEMBERS WERE ROTATED TO A
DIFFERENT COMMUNITY IN CHIAPAS. COWCERN OVER THE TERMS?
SAFPETY AND SECURITY WERE PARAMOONT RERSONS FOR THE
ROTATIONE BVERY THAEE MONTAS. IN ORDER TO GAIN THE
SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND COLLECT
INTELLIGENCE INFORMMTION, THE ARMY AUMINT TERMS ASSISTED
ARMED GROUPS WXTH TRATHING AND PROTECTION FR{M ARRESTS
BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND MILITARY UNITS
BATROLLING THE REGICN.

3. o B & i | PRESS REPORTS OF THE
ACTERL MAESRCRE RAISED THE PUBLIC?G ATTENTION OF THE
ARMY?5 SUPPORT TO THE ARMED GROUPS, BUT AS OF YET NO ONB
FROM THE ARMY HAS BEEN FOUND DIRBCTLY GUILTY, NOR HAS
THE EXISTENCE OF THE HUMINT TEAMY BEEN REVEALED,
ADDITIONALLY, WHILE THE PRACTICR OF DIRECT HUPDORT TO
THE AWMED GROUPS MAS BFEN REDUCED, ARMY HUMINT TEAMS
CONTINUE TO OPERATE IN THE CONFLICTIVE AREAS QF CHIRPAS,
THE TEAMS RLEO CONTINUE TO RELY ON THE SUPPORT OF RRMED
GROUPS TO PROVIDE THE MILITARY WITH INFORMATION ON EZLN
SYMPATHIZERS.
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