N January 23, 1963

Dear Mrs, Lincoln:

I would be grateful 1f you would
give the rresident the anclosed
envelopa, which contalns a perscnal
and Secret letter to him from me.

dith my thanks and warm regards,

jinceraly,

4, sverell Harriman

inclosursa

Mrs, Zvelyn iiaceoln,
Secretary to tha iresidasnt,
The dJhite House.
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January 23, 1963

Jesar Mr. ifvealdent:

1 have listened to many statements by Fresideuts
in the Jabinat Zoom and at other meetings-during the
}e3t thirty years. 1 have heard nene which was as
clear or as penetrating as your statement to tha group
yesterday. No itesident ever attempted to covar as
wide a fleld in both domestic and foreign policy as
you did, so I refer to the incisive manner in which
yeu dealt with =ach subject,

Tcu may racall that when you suggested I takae the
job of imbassador at .argze, 1 asked your permission to
comment cccasicnaily to you directiyas I did te both
Presidents 3woosevelt and Truman., I weuld like, if i
may, to make a few comments to you on specific matters
#hich you covered yesterday.

To my =mind, the most important matter In the interast
of our security which you touched upeon was the questicn
of attempting to pravent Rad China from obtaining nuclear
capability, and the possibility of working with the
soviets to this end. They undoubtadly would waat a
similar understanding r2garding Jest Germany.

This matter has come up in a gensral way in con-
versations I have had with Several 2ussians., They

always

The iresidant
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always indicated Kremlin concarn over the remilitariza-
tion of Western Germany, and particularly over the
possibility of her obtainiag independent nuclear caga-
bility. 1In this comnection, I have usually suggested

that the Soviets must have similar concern regarding
Raed China.

From my talks with Stalin and Khrushchev, I am
convinced that the Soviets are really concernad over
the possibility of the rabirth of German militarism,
Cbviously, they have the power to destroy Germany, but
they de not preclude the poasibility of the Germans
becoming blackmailers or invoiving us all In auelaar
war. In one of my talks with Khrushchev in 1559, he
made this point very definite¥y. [ asked him why he was
concerned with Germany, pointing out that Adenaver would
never be aggressive, Khrushchev said, "I kaow that, but
how do you know about Ffuture German leaders?"” Then he

added, “what wili happen if Strauss should become frine
Ministerin

Fersona.ly, I agree with Khrushchev and do net trust
future German developments, ivan :idenaver hasg based his
pelicies on his aconcern that G.rmans cannct be trusted
‘unless they Ere scramblad into the Y“estern iurepean
ccmmmity In such a manner that they cannot aet inde-
pendently, .\ German leadaer, such as 2trauss, could
easily do a JdeGaulle on us in developing independent
avclear capability, flaunting our agreements,

The only safe way to
international understandi
pravent further prol

control Germany is through an

ng, applying to all nations, to
iferation of nuelear capability,

48 far as China is concerned,

in a conversation with
one Iussian Terresentative,

I askad what was the se
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of our coming to an agreement on a test ban without Red
Shina. He replied that i{f the United States and the
Soviet Union agreed, world opinion would prevent China
from acting independently, The earnest menner in which
he spoke gave me the impression that what the Kremlin
had in mind was that with such an agreement, together we
could compal China te stop nuclear development, threaten-
ing to take out the facilitiaes if necassary. Ia aay
avent, I was glad to learn that you put this subject so
aigh on your prierity list,

The second satter on which I should like to commeant
1s your statement akout our lnability to get other
countries to do what we want, I hope that you wera
speaking of this in the past, since 1 am conviaced that
#e can find ways to influence other countrics to a
greater degrze than we hwve been successful in doing in
recent years, It i3 true that our fallure to act

decisively in the pest makas it more difficult to do so
today.

Cne problem has been the unwillingness of people in
authority to be realistie in understanding other countrizs!
objectives, I am afraid Foster Dulles made unbelievable
mistakes i{a this direction. The manner in which he
pressured Iran, Fakistan and Thai{land Lato military pacts
made them believe that thay wera doing us a faver, rather
than appreciating our guarantes of their security. This
is among the reasons for cur present difficultics.

Taka for example the question of an agreement betwe=n
Iadia and Faksstan on Kashmir., I am convinced there is a

substantially better than even chance to gat thias dcne if
all of those involved ars complietely determined. The
dtakes are high. . combinad Indfan-Fai!stan defense of

the
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the subcontinent can develop an area of strength against
either Chinese or Russian aggression, FEive hundred mil-
iion people, with a good military tradition, can maintain
forces of a formidable nature with not too large an in-
vestment on our part in providing the more scophisticated
weapons., A strong subcontinent will radiate confidence
both to the East and to the West, 3Southeast Asia i1
particulariy weal: today, and I doubt whether it can be
held agalnst communist aggression without a strong sub-
gontinent,

ie must have ambessadors who are a3 determinad as
you are to sae your poliecy objectives achievad, You
gprobably xne# that I jecpardizaed my leng friendship with
.en Galbralch, 2t first he #as inclined to fiad a way to
avold the lssve. I am satisfied he 13 now oa the track
and is zpplylng his unusual talents very effactively.
The Indian military and several of the impertant Ministers
already agree that India must make the nacessary comprcmises
to rezach a Rashmir settiement, although Nehru 1s still un-
willing toc faee the lssue,

To taxe another case: the rows between cambodia and

- its neighbors, Thailand and Scuth Viet-Nam, We are making

some progress with Thwiland, but little or none with South
Yiet-Nam, DMixe Forrestal can £ill you in on chapter and
verse, I am quite annoysd when I hear the statement,
“dell, we can't gat along without Diem,' utterly diasregard-
iIng the fact that Uiem can't get along without us, I don't
want to be unduly gritical as Diem has been induced to taka
many useful staps forward, but not sufficient to assuce

the success of cur efforts. [n some cases, to achlave our
cbjectives we may have to run the risk of faelng adverse
consequencsas,

“e are ma.lng progress ia Taiwan ia regalniag our
"independenca.” slan Kirk and the country team are doing

a first-
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a first-rate job, as David Becll will confirm.

I completely agree that an adequately expanding
domestic sconomy with a high level of employment ls per-
haps the single most important subject, mot only for
domestic political reasons, but i{n order to malntain our
position in the world, ©n the vital question of balance
of payments, we are practically the only country which
permits the free flow of long-term capltal without some
contrcls, both for private investment abreoad and for
foraign borrowlag in this market. I koow that this
subject 18 taboo 1a the Treasury and among my bvanking
friends, Hsre i3, however, a reserve pewer which can be
used to protsct the doldar before cutting back on acticns
necessary to further cur loung-tera security Interosc.

Finally, a word about ruweius Clay. 1 fully agree
that aid must be sold on the basis of cur security
interests, In fact, that was the ides we developed when
I wvas Director for Mutual 3Security a decade ago. I have
workad with Lucius for over twenty years, I respact him,
but sometimes, as I am sure you know, he i3 stubborn and
inflexible. &t some time, Javid Bell mey aneed your help

_with him., However, if he is convinced, he will have

axtremely favorable iniluence on the Hiil.

Forgive this long lettar, but you coverzd the water-
=
front,

slan Kirk is coming heme for an operation, as perbags
Mike has told you., Jhile he is harz, I hore we would have
a chance to talk with you about ed China, ineluding the
future cf Talwan. The Generalissimo sezms to be becoming
a bit obstrepercus end w2 necad some guldance,

i have

DEGLASSIFIED
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I have enjoyed these past two years and hope that
with this experience I can be somewhat more useful ia
the coming months.

aith my warmest regards,

sincerely,

W, Cwarsll Harrviman
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