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SECRET —

Mamorandum of conversastion with Ambassador Dobrynin, at lunch,
May 17, 1963

The Ambasasador and I had a vary chesrful lunch, as part of a series
of mestings which be {s conducting befors kis return to Moscow on
consuitation. We began by agresing that it was a good thing that

the date for Sacretary Rusk's visit to the Sevist Union had baen aet,
and I congratulated the Ambasssdor on the oppertunity which this
would provide him for being cut of Washiagtes in the worst week

of the year. He expressed hiz own satisfaction at plans {or the
Secretary’s visit and want on to say that be had had a personal view
that thrae mambers of thiz government should visit Moscow at
appropriate times -+ Sscretary Ruak, Robert Kenmedy, and myself,
He folt that these thres visits would creats a propsr preparation for
a visit by the President sazly in his secead term. (At anotber point
in the conversation the Ambassador sxpressed his own personal
comviction that the President was ceriain of reelection, and at still
anothar point ha said that it appeared te Mm that thers was no
Republican who was sven remotaly in a position to challeage

the Presidant.)

The Ambassader asked me how I thought things stood between cur

two countries and where prograss could be made. I sald that I was
surs he had heard from others that the meset impertant single
epportunity for progress now was in the withdrawal of Soviet forces
from Cuba. [ said that ! knew of the conversation between the
Chairman and Governor Harriman on this peint, and that it remained
very difficult to ses how we msould make progress oo other issuas

while this one remained between us. I said that we had sot pressed
this point hard im public bacause we thought that it was probably
betier, if possible, not to appear to apply epen international prassure.
The Ambassador said that this was entirely correct and gave me

quits a long "persomal” discourss on the way in which kis “proud

young country” weould react to sxcited speeches from Senator-this

or Congrassman~that., [ assured him that nsither here nor elsewhars
was the President intarestsd in scoring public victories. What counted
for us was action.

On other subjects the Ambassador and I agreed that there did not
ssem to be much prospect of any sarly movement between our two
countries. [ remarked that his Government saemed to be preoccupled
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with sthar matters, and he &d not dissent. Fe cxpressed his
regret that thave ssemed to be %o progress eu the test baa, snd
rapeatad s thing of the same Mstory which M had enrlier
dlscussed with Dr. Wiesmer. 1 told Mm fhat we quite undersisod
that theve might well have besn 2 mismmderatanding betwaen Dean
and Kusnatsov, but I said also that we weare much #isappoinied by
the remarks in the Chalrman's most recent msssage sdout the
shape and character of inspections. 1 sald that we continued to
balieve that it was important to knew samsthing abeut the character
of the inspection before setiling definitely on & wember; 1 said that
ths quastion whethar ons wanted three or saven leaves of hread
nacessarily depsadsd somewhat ca the sise and shape of ths loafl.
While Ambassador Dobrynin was shvioualy awars of the Chairman's
use of the word ''symbelic” to describe the inspeciions the Soviet
Government bad iz mind, bhe insisted that if in facd we bad agreed
on thres inspections in December, ws would have found that the
Saviet Goveramaent had fully prepared posiiion papers which weald
have in fact made the three inspoctions yeal and wsaful. Has of
courss repaatsd the standard Sovist view that ao inspections are needed.

In responss to a furthey quastion as to where I theught progress might
now be made, 1 said that I would make an entively persenal suggestion,
which was that the snclesar pesture of Commusist Chins must be a
matter of real commaen interest to us. 1 snid that I recegnised the
sensitivity of this teplc, in the Hght of the relations detween the
Soviet Unica and Commuuist China, which was called 3 mamber of
the Socialist camp, but I sald that I knew the Presidsnt believed that
this problemo was one en which it would be wseful to havs a quite
private and serious sxchange of viaws. Ambassader Dobrynin's
reply was to say that eur new plans for mucisay farces in NATO
did not maks it sasler for the Soviet Goveramant te deal with the
quastion of Chiness muclaar ambition. He pressed Ms arguments
ageinst the multilateral force rather mewe stromgly tham ¥ would have
anticipatad, and indicated that while be and mere seplisticated
ohservers could understand -~ without nscessavily accepting -«

eur argument that this was a way of prevesting a still worss resuit,
Russian opinion as & whale would not be s» understanding. I em-
phasized as stromgly as possible the arguments for binding the
Cermans safsly in this fashion, {nstead of leaving them a prey

to dangerous Caullist fancies or othay adventureous neticns.

(I neverthelasas dvew the inference from Debrynian's tens that while
the MLF is belay organised, and until {t hacesaes a falt accempli,

it may be hard to make sny nuclear arrangements with the Soviet
Government. Onece it is in place, Hke NATO {tsalf, it may be
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aceapted as a fact of life from which te procesd. )

The Ambassader and I had a hrief exchange sbout Laos in which
ths only novelty was that he did ssem claariy to enderstand and te
agres when [ said that the maintanance of the pesitien of Seuvanmns
Phouma was essential to the agreement between the President and
ths Chairman. [ peinted out that the danges te Seuvasna aow cams
frem Ms side of the line, and while he guve cortain standard
answers about the accusations mads by each side against the ether,
I think he took the point.

At a number of peints in the conversation, the Ambassador and 1
talked about the importance of privats and reliable communication.
He rapeated what he had said te Dr. Wieansr about the Chalrman's
disappointment when reports of his December affer dribbled out in
{ncomplete and inaccurats form very quickly on our side, and
Debry=nin indicated that while hs kimusslf understesd how such things
could happen in our Gevernment, it was quite ancther matter to
explain them to ths Shalrman. [ agreed that there was a problem
here and undertock again to indicate our own interest in maintaining
privacy. 1 alse said that, in my judgment, if the Soviet Government
were intarestad in farther offorts on the suclear testing prodlem

it would be important to arrange for intanase discussion in some
antirely private and uanoticed way. The Ambassador said that the
Soviet Government could accept any means of communication that
would serve this purpose, since its own ability te ksep sscreis

was not in question. I accepted thie point, remarking simply

that this was ons of the reasons why we wers forced to take a
diferent view of the prablem of inspection. I repeated thatl
knew the President was still deaply intevested in a tast ban

and would be glad to see this matter sxamined intensively bu & very
quiet basis, although, as [ aguin repeated, ws were disappointed
by the Chairman's last lstter.

McGeorge Bundy



