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SUBJECT: (S) MAPIRIPAN AND MIRAFLORES: INCREASED SIGNS OF ARMY

FACILITATION OF PARAMILITARIES
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COMMENT

' 11. ¢6 NAS DIRECTOR, RECENTLY RETURNED TO POST AFTER EXTENDED

; ABSENCE, WAS HIMSELF AT SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE ON SATURDAY, JULY
12 -- THE DAY THE TWO PARAMILITARY FLIGHTS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE
LANDED (IN ADVANCE OF PROCEEDING TO MAPIRIPAN). HE DISTINCTLY
REMEMBERS NOTICING A GREATER THAN NORMAL ARMY PRESENCE AT THE
AIRSTRIP THAT DAY, AND, AT THE TIME, PRESUMED IT WAS SIMPLY

‘ RELATED TO SOME PENDING OR ONGOING MILITARY OPERATION IN THE
AREA. NAS DIRECTOR ALSO OVERNIGHTED AT THE SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE
DANTI POLICE BASE THE NIGHT OF MONDAY, JULY 21, THE DAY WHEN THE
FIRST REPORTS OF THE MAPIRIPAN MASSACRE BEGAN FILTERING OUT. HIS
RECOLLECTIONS ARE THAT IT WAS IN MANY WAYS A "NORMAL®" DAY,

: ALTHOUGH THE POLICE BECAME INCREASINGLY UPSET BY THE THEN-
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FRAGMENTARY NEWS REACHING THEM ABOUT EVENTS IN MAPIRIPAN.

i 12. Lg) AT THE JOAQUIN PARIS ARMY BATTALION HEADQUARTERS THE
NEXT DAY (JULY 22}, HOWEVER, BOTH NAS DIRECTOR AND POLOFF SENSED
THAT THINGS WERE NOT NORMAL. CONFUSION AND DELAYS WERE SUCH
THAT, EVEN AFTER AN INITIAL LATE-MORNING OFFER TO FLY THE JUST-
ARRIVED PRESIDENTIAL AND FISCALIA INVESTIGATORS (AND POLOFF) INTO
MAPIRIPAN "RIGHT NOW," TRANSPORT WAS NOT FINALIZED UNTIL SO LATE
IN THE DAY THAT THE OFFER WAS NOW ACCOMPANIED BY AN ARMY
RECOMMENDATION -- SUBSEQUENTLY HEEDED -- AGAINST ANY TRAVEL AT
ALL, DUE TO APPROACHING DARKNESS AND THE ATTENDANT SECURITY

RISKS. .
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14. )] B

L |TOLD
POL/ECONCOUNS ON OCTOBER 10 THAT MIRAFLORES WAS ON THE SHORT LIST
FOR AUC EXPANSION INTO THE AREA, AND THAT, AS IN THE CASE OF
MAPIRIPAN, THE PARAMILITARIES WOULD FLY IN BECAUSE "IT WAS SAFER
THAT WAY." WE FURTHER NOTE THAT AMBASSADOR FRECHETTE WAS TOLD
OCTOBER 13 BY DEFENSE MINISTER ECHEVERRI THAT THE INFORMATION
REACHING THE EMBASSY "WAS APOCRYPHAL AND PRODUCED TO DECEIVE THE
AMERTCAN EMBASSY." GENERAL BONETT TOLD THE AMBASSADOR OCTOBER 13
THAT THE PARAMILITARIES DID NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH LOCALLY AND
WOULD HAVE TO FLY IN REINFORCEMENTS, SOMETHING WHICH THE "ARMED

FORCES WOULD NOT RPT NOT PERMIT." ONLY FIVE DAYS LATER, HOWEVER,
SEERET
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ON OCTOBER 18, THE PARAMILITARIES DID ARRIVE IN MIRAFLORES, BY
AIR. AND, AFTER KILLING AT LEAST SIX PEOPLE, THEY SUBSEQUENTLY

FLEW OUT. .
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