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ACTION ARA-or

INFO LOG-DO ACDA- 08 ACDE-OO INL8-01 AIO-OO ACQ-Ol INL-Ol
OASY-OO SRPP-OO OS-OO E8-00 OIGO-Ol TEDE-OO INR-OO
PillS-DO MMP-OO PM-DO SCT-OO ASOS-01 pr'1B- 00 OSCC-OO
ORL-04 10181'1

------------------021BAS 0415182 138

o 0415112 DEC 97
FM AMEM8ASSY BOGOTA
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0195
INFO DlA 1'1ASHDC
CIA WASHDC
DIRONDCP vlASHDC
USCINCSO MIAMI FL
NSC WASHDC
USIA WASHDC 3583
DEPT OF TREASURY WASHDC
SECDEF WASHOC
DEA WAS HOC
NDIC JOHNSTOWN PA
SECDEF WASHOCI/OCOEPSII
DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
FBI WASHDC
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC

SEC RET SECTION 03 OF 03 BOGOTA 011430

STATE FOR ARA/AND, INL, ORL
NSC FOR JAMES DOBBINS

BECRD'P

-SECRET

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 11430 03 OF 03 0415182
ONDCP FOR JANET CRIST
SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD
DEA FOR OF, OFL, OC, AX
JUSTICE FOR CRIM. WARREN, RICHARD AND NODS/VAN VLIET
FBI FOR CID/IRS/IRU2
USIA FOR AR, I/GAR
TREASURY FOR FINCEN

E_O. 12958: DECL: 12/31/07
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TAGS: PHu~, SNAR, ~ffiSS, PTER, PGOV, PINS, CO
SUBJECT: (S) r1APIRIPAN AND MlRAFLORES: INCREASED SIGNS OF ARMY
FACILITATION OF PARN~ILITARIES
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11. ~) NAS DIRECTOR, RECENTLY RETURNED TO POST AFTER EXTENDED
ABSENCE, WAS HIMSELF AT SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE ON SATURDAY, JULY
12 -- THE DAY THE TWO P&~ILITARY FLIGHTS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE
LANDED (IN ADVJl..NCE OF PROCEEDING TO MAPIRIPAJ."1). HE DISTINCTLY
REMEMBERS NOTICING A GREATER THAN NOR!1AL ARMY PRESENCE AT THE
AIRSTRIP THAT DAY, AND, AT THE TIME, PRESUMED IT WAS SIMPLY
RELATED TO SOME PENDING OR ONGOING MILIT&~Y OPERATION IN T~E

AREA. NAS DIRECTOR ALSO OVERNIGHTED AT THE SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE
DANTI POLICE BASE THE NIGHT OF MONDAY, JULY 21, THE DAY WHEN THE
FIRST REPORTS OF THE MAPIRIPAN MASSACRE BEGAN FILTERING OUT. HIS
RECOLLECTIONS ARE THAT IT WAS IN MANY WAYS A "NORMAL" DAY,
ALTHOUGH THE POLICE BECAME INCREASINGLY UPSET BY THE THEN-
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FRAGMENTARY NEWS REACHING THEM ABOUT EVENTS IN r1APIRIPAN.

12. ~ AT THE JOAQUIN PARIS ARMY BATTALION HEADQUARTERS THE
NEXT DAY (JULY 22), HOWEVER, BOTH NAS DIRECTOR AND POLOFF SENSED
THAT THINGS WERE NOT NORMAL. CONFUSION AND DELAYS WERE SUCH
THAT, EVEN AFTER AN INITIAL LATE-MORNING OFFER TO FLY THE JUST
ARRIVED PRESIDENTIAL AND FISCALIA INVESTIGATORS (AND POLOFF) INTO
MAPIRIPAN "RIGHT NOW," TRANSPORT ~'1AS NOT FINALIZED UNTIL SO LATE
IN THE DAY THAT THE OFFER WAS NOW ACCOMP&~IED BY AR ARMY
RECOMMENDATION -- SUBSEQUENTLY HEEDED -- AGAINST ANY TRAVEL AT
ALL, DUE TO APPROACHING DARKNESS AND THE ATTENDANT SECURITY
RISKS .
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14. fS')I---·---------~ ..-~-:~.:~~_~::~==____=_~---JTOLD
POL/ECONCOUNS ON OCTOBER 10 THAT MlRAFLORES WAS ON THE SHO~T LIST
FOR AUC EXPANSION INTO THE }\JmA, AND T:-LAT, AS IN THE CASE OF
MAPIRIPAN, THE PA."ZNIJILITARIES WOULD FLY IN BECAUSE "IT WAS SAFER
THAT WAY." WE FURTHER NOTE THAT AMBASSADOR. FRECHETTE WAS TOLD
OCTOBER 13 BY DEFENSE MINISTER ECHEVERRI T:-1AT THE INFORH.l\TION
REACHING THE EMBASSY "WAS APOCRYPHAL AND PRODUCED TO DECEIVE THE
AMERICAN EMBASSY. II GENERAL BONETT TOLD THE AMBASSADOR OCTOBER 13
THAT THE PARAMILITARIES DID NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH LOCALLY AND
WOULD HAVE TO FLY IN REINFORCEMENTS, SOMETHING WHICH THE "ARMED
FORCES vlOULD NOT RPT NOT PERMIT." ONLY FIVE DAYS LATER, HOWEVER,
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ON OCTOBER
AIR. AND,
FLEW OUT.

BOGOTA 11430 03 OF 03 041518Z
18, THE PARN1ILITARIES DID A.qRIVE IN MIRAFLORES, BY
AFTER KILLING AT LEAST SIX PEOPLE, THEY SUBSEQUENTLY
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