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ip Shortly after noon today during conversatig
Kazeml, MFA, I, told him govs in Tabriz, I%fanin an. Meshedw
.hadwindlcated ‘4o our Consuls those citles - that Ln“pursuande <
) clrcular inSLPuCtlon“ recd from the Min ‘Inkto all. Lou.caltur
1QStLuULlOU& in provs such as Voks, Brit Coun and .USIS: must
cloqe put that in subsequent press coni Bus hQW1, press. spokes -
man:, for govi,. had denied that instructlons of ‘such charadter .
haq been lgsued (EMBTEL 2900, Feb 1)... I added there were
no, (vpt no). independent USIS offices in these cities; that
- at. %ugrestlon of local authorities and after convs with
inférested. ministries in Tehran Consular officeg had, been
instructed enlarge thelr ‘scopé to include certain USIS L
activities: In opinion TS Govt actlvities in duestion were Cﬂ
. for benefit Tran and contributed to strengthening under-
standing and promoting more friendly relations betneeq;HSJ.vﬁ?~3t
- and Iran; nevertheless if Govt Iran cohsidered such ag¢tlvitie jH
~. pot {rpt not) beneficial to Iran and desired them term@nated i 9“
+y US Govt wld do so immed. I was sure it had no (PUu noj) . . (“?J
n,deuxre engage in activitlies unwelcome to Iran Govi.. I wld Ot
like to know what desires Iran Govt were. .. _ N
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L2, havem; secemned somewhat embarramsed He sald Ais: min had”"
“knewn nothing about matter wuntil press reports appeared.
It seemed Educ Min had addressed communlcatlon some tilme
. ago to Min Interior inquiring if latfer minlstry deslired
~., 8trict,enforcement of 1949 decree of Council of Mins pro- .
nibiting fon cultural activities in points outside Tehran;

that Min Int had replled in arfirmative and sent goples its

reply to govs prove who had get about taking action.. He LA

did not (rpt not) know as yet what attitude of govi -wld be - - .

in this matter. He wld like talk with PRIMIN before;dnswim~ -, .

. ing my: 1nquiry. He wanted me to know however regardless

Ly of deCLSJOQ whlch might be reached”'tne“e were no (wob no.
i eritlclsms &faLﬂ t actlvitles US u;j‘nome fon culturigl #

< - tutions dn’, Loy e had, however, engagoa In aCilVLiLﬂﬂdﬂo

" travy to. LﬂuefQQiS Iran and 1t math e difficult -Mﬁﬂw
Thege acflVInlg to end without gLVinp Dldﬂk@bqe?lqu
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3. After this conv I had chat with Aram, chief Amer
sect FONOFF, who maintained his office had not,. (Pgb not) oo
been kept informed re govt's attitude towards' fon cultural '
Cinstltutions in provs, His office somewhat embarrassed 4
because 1t had been holding in 1ts own files communicatlons ' o
recd during recent months from Emb informlng FONOFF of - i
- departure USIS personnel to provs, Nelther MFA nor Counell :
of Mins had therefore been offilclally informed of opening .
USIS branches in US Consulates. His office had not (rpt A
not) circulated these communications because 1t had been C
afraild that if they shld come officlally to attention

Council of Mins that body wld object to inaugeration new e
act1V1ties this kind. ] S

k. Some 2 hours after my talks with MFA, Busheri called _
PAO Wells to hls offilce and, ln presence Alavi Min Just ice,
outlined Iran Govt poslition re cultural and info offlces in
provs. : Busherl stated 1949 decree of Coun of Mins restric-
ting such offices-to Tehtan had been inoperative but that . "
govt was now (rpt now) determined enforce 1t. Accordingly BT
he wld make statement at press conf Feb ¥ to effect fon --.: ‘
cultural and info offices in provs must be closed. This wld
~include offices of Brit Council Russlan Voks and USIG.

5. Busherl appealed for coop of Emb, stating closi;n'é order R
© gimed primarily at Brilts and Sovs. He hoped Emb cld assist - A
in explalning matter to US Govt so that nece331tynof step -
wld be clearly and sympathetically underutood in US. .. . A

6o Busheri suggested that Iranlan Dept Propaganda migh*
be able help in distributing some US material and that some. o
USIS functlons might after lapse month or so be resumed as ‘
corcllary to Point Four agctivities. He said USIS personnel !
In Tabriz, Meshed and Isfahan shld be removed from those =

¢ltlies; but that USIS quarters and equipment might be left - .
in anticlpation of later use, Wells recd impresslon Busheri ,
not (rot not) aware my convs with Min Fon Affairs, and .as N
s0 frequently happens here that minlstry had been short~ . RO
¢irculted, Altho we assume statement Busheri to Wells '
reflects final declislon of govht, we shall take no (rpt no)
actlon to close USIS branches in provs until we recelve \
seonfirmation thru FONOFF. In case order confirmed we pro- -
pose assign 3 Amer personnel concerned to duties Tehran pend- - SR
ing further declsion as to theilr use. I wld strongly oppose
transferring activlities USIS offices 1ln provs to Point Four’
slnee 1n our opinion Poin® Four will eventually get 1lnto
trouble if in prevalent atmosphere 1t shld become involved .
work this kind. Someé these actLVitﬁes g¢an be carrled on’ Y RN
by USIS in Tehran thru provincial apparatus pertinent Iran -~ . 00 oy

ministries,q‘ e T
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mihistries; some can be carried on by Consulates; and e el
some shld be terminated at least temporarily. Recommenda~' : «
tiong will be made by despatch afterp appropriate studi?s{;At ‘
7. I venture supgest until Dept receives Ffurther comﬁuniéa— fﬂ
tions from Emb it reply to press inguires that 1t;has no - .

(rpt no) official confirmation that Iran Govt deslres clos-
ing fon cultural and info offices including USIS. {n provs »
altho it has recd reports from Emb that -matter.appears to S
be under consideration by Iran Govt. T might .addlall of - .
us concerned with this matter have impression Irad Govt . ' ..
in gen friendly to USIS and does not (rpt not) like ldea” of - .’
requesting that its provincilal offices be closed. On R
other hand if 1t is to request closing of Voks in Tabriz.® s
1t does not (rpt not) dare permit USIS to continue to - e
function in provs particularly at time when there_is*swellf”“;
ing volume protest from north that bresence Polnt Four. .0 .ty
personnel so close to Russian frontiers, USIS prog during ' .
next few months ln Tehran so important we conslder it wld BERREY:
be wlse effect closing provincial offices in manner. which : . ..
wld strengthen Iran good will for USIS. B Co
’ | HENDERSON . - ) ¢
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