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M.EMOAANDUM OF CONF~ENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT 
' October Z9 , 195 7 · 

' 
Dr. R.abi 
Adm..iral Strauss 
Ge..'Wler a l C\lllcr .·:..i.~ 
MT. Got don Gray : , (,) 
Ganer~l Goodpa.st eT ~'0 

Mx: . Ci(ay said t.he purpose o! the. meeting wat to e nable Dr . R.abi 
to pre tent s ome findings o! the Scientific Advilory Com.m.ittcc, 
l"cgard.ing an emergency defense aga inst the Soviet ICBM to the 
Prc•ident~ ~he C$SCnce ol the recommendtHion was t ho.l, i n 
view of 3 Oelec t O\lr scie nti sts !eel exists i n the Soviet aton'\ie 
weapon !or tbeh: ICBM, we shou.l,!!_procecd at once to develop 3n 
a!'lti-ICn M syst em, pa!'tic\l.la.dy !or the sa..leguarding of SAC, and 
should give c:onsidc:Tation to disconti:'llu..iJ,.g atomic tests at once. 
befor e the Soviets ~chie:vc .the t)Ung they are now ladting iJ1 their 
weapon. 

. Dr . Rabi said the Soviet s nlust be expec ted to hove an ICBM in the 
• fairly near !utu1:e, and to.bave a war head for it. The W;\:-head may 

be expected ~o have the ·SaJ""ne wea kness our ear lie~ ones had. By 
exploding a 100 KT weapon at an altitude over 100, 000 feet, withL"l 
seve:rnl mile s ~C the incoming Sovie t w e ap on , pr c-in~tiation o! the 
Soviet weapon, · with a low order explosi on, w ould be ind uced . To 
safeguard sAc the re sho~d bi= initiated t he construction oi long .. 
range t'adar fo r tb.iD defensive ayctcm, a nd th.h radal"" is cAtimated 
to co•t •bout $10 million per site. He added that if the Soviets co!'l-

~ tinue development 3nd testing they seem ceJ"tllin to discover the feature 
. ·t.b.at they now lack • 

,. ' · ... 
·rhe ,.Pres~dent point e d out t hat i! we Wer e to discontinue ie·s t l.ng , ·we 
should be ~m*ing a eomplet.e, sudden reve rs;U in ·our p .. oGition. It 

- is bard t o see bow w e could do Uiis in t e.rm5 of out" public opinion, 
a'nd t-he opinion ol our allie s . ·He recalled that Mr. Stassen had .· 
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suggest ed ac:cephng an early c:esson:on :uuJ we rC:JCC.!;cd his p r opasa.l . 
To do thi s now would rc::qulN: g r eat. skiH of presc:ntaoon .and c::.cpbn::t
tior~. Dr. Rabi .said he t hought it w<t$ ;:t tr ;)gedy that we dici J10t stop 

• 

our tests befo:re the Soviets te sted the+!' thermonuclcnr wn;..tu.·~·~·~~i~n,_ _ ___ _ 
t he h last sc:deu. 'J'hc: Prcs}c)e rlt :-ec alled t ha t he hnd often said t)t:tt 

i! we :!.re ~hea.d of ·the Sovlctr. h ) the se tn.a ttcr 0, w~ uhould agt"ee to 
SlOp i n o r der to (t-e CZ.Q O\tr a~ v:.ota.ge. Or. Rab.i snid th:'ll, jJ we con-
tinue to conduc t t est:; WIJ will get .-bctter weapons, b\~t rel<H ively the 
Soviets wiU c;o.t<:b up with us . 

Admiral S: rauss said that he is incli."lcd to question lOme of the: ~ -~~ . ' 
assumptions ~d c:o~clusionG of the study, and Gene:-0\1 Cutler sug- · ..;;;:./ 
gested that as a next st~p the scientists holding various poiilts of view 
s hould get together. With regard t o che cessa tion o f t be test!ng . 
.t\dmiral Strauss brousht Out t h:\t the Soviets can o.lway5"stea1 ou r 
.secret~•: a nd l rai sed the p oint i'l$ t O (1$Surancc anni.nst 1he p0Ss5biliy 
thnt. te$:LS 'WOuld be co nduct ed without our knowledge. 

'the P)·esidenc s::a.id thnt , in addition to the 1lCienthH ~ . St is n eceS$ary 
to have the Secretar y o! S:.nt~ a:ld others s tudy lhh pYoposal, becauoc 
we would be changing our- inte:-r.~tion:sl po:.it ion. W~ would a) s o have 
to take c:tre t q_ bt'in£ O\lr NATO allies a long. He woul<l. howeve r , 
like the g:-oup to brine :ogethe r AE:C•s sclentis~5 and others cor.ce:-ned 
lO resolve a com:-non view. 'Then be would have to con.side:r what to 
do, i! the change is made, in order to :-ctain tha conhdence o! ou:
:Ulies and ou.r O 'N:l people. 

Durlng t he discu~oion Dr. ltabi indicated l t had hecn o gl'eat mistake 
for the Pr e sident to acecpL 1hc v i ew s o1 D~s . T eller a nd Lawr.enc e . 
'J'he President recalled t h:H h e h a d $een t.hem be c~usc o f r' requco t b y 
the Joim Commit-tee OJ' Atomic :Enet'gy. He added thM he thought 
they were etninent in thcjr Jiold (as .aU ag:rccd they wue). He asked 
Dr . Ra bi ii t be:re W3S mutual respect between the va.rious g 'l'ot!ps. o~. 
Rabi .rcspo·nde d in .3 m.nnnc.r Whlch tended lo indlco.te that th~ re w.:a.s . · 
a lthough hi s 'statement waa simply that !hey had known each other for 
twenty yearG or :no:-e. 

With r egard to the thcrmonucle~ .. r weapon. the President said be had 
always felt that tbe delay could have been Jatall o uu. H e :-etair.s 
some question. h o w ever 1 as to whether t he So vj e.t s cUd no t ·get the 
scc :ret f rom us. Genera l C utl er sa i d that Dr. llohl' had indicMed he 
thought that the Sovictar hnd developed t h e w eapon o n their ov.n ·o ut ha d 
c hecked their l ine of dcvcJopment agains t the datn. they obtained. from 
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