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- o ‘ - MEMORANDUM OF GONFERENCE WITH THE. PRESIDENT

August 8, 1945 at. 10545 A L
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"I did not get in until about quarter pagt eleven and I stayed

.

until.about twelve. if.‘he Pres:l.den’c. had in all the photographers and thejr

pheﬁogr&phed him and mes reportlngu

- -

o _':::i; X showeﬁ‘%ﬁ‘“?xesiﬁenf“nhe teletype report from.Guam show—~
ing the extent of the demage; also the Wire Service hulletin show%ng the
-damagé aé reported.by Tolgya 2t pive a.l. August Bth., i showed him the
photograph showing the total destruction an&*also the radiuns of damage which
live Lovett had brought me frcm the Air Gorps just before 1 vent. | Lg MA1—
tioned the terrible resgonsibiiity that such destruction placed wpon vs haro
ard himgelf.
| 2. T told him thet BEOUGHL up nF Sedond poinG - bhat T Foit
thet e ought to proceed with Jopan in a vay .whiech would pradueé'as quickly .
- &5 possible her surrendez and that would largely denand Lpon the way in which

we did it, I b&ld I had three pRpers Uhlch 1udlcated one of them what I
oy,

didn'; think ought to be done, and the other o “the 1lne which I taought ou#h*

T Ttobe followed out: ~ The TITEL Was the ‘memorandui sent me by Ghanler ﬂ1bh his
letter of August éth entitled “Annex, Initial Summary of United States Post
Defeat Pﬁllcy Rel atlng to Japan.  General Provisionst, T told hir that was
coming P to him through channels., - I téld him that didn't recognize the '
difference between the dapanese and the Germans and was attempting to treat
‘them in the way some people were tryang to treat the Germansu

Tha sgeond paper - was ) memorandum by deForest Van Slyekg Colanel

in the Alr Gorpsyﬂdﬁéch had bean brought me by Eddie. Crossman and Wiliia Chanler,

'

— -

He read - 1t through and sald it was & gocd paper.
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The third paper was-a letter which Ihad recalved from

. Sm@}f washbwn and a copy of 8 letder which he had- printed in the STAR, -

The Pres:.dent Tead both.
I said the Van. Slycl: a.tml the Washburn papers differed a 1ittle
in-the method but they showed the J.mpor‘hance of kindness or hact in handl;s.nm .

this matter. * I said "fhen you pumshqrour dog you don‘t keep sour.e.ng on

R T

him ell’ daF ArvEr the” pun:l.shment’ 1s QVel‘" .~ .L__f‘ you want o lceep his affectlonp

pum.s%ment takes care- vf z.tselfu ]Izi'“bhe. séme way with J apan., They n:émra* ly~
- # . :

are & smiling psople and ve have o get om those terms with them, and these-
“twa papars, Heshburnts and Van Slyckts, show ‘different nothods by which thoe
same resull can be achleveds

Hotes After X got back and told Iﬁarshall of the interviet ...
he told me that the méthod of Van Slyclk vhich I had giresady
shotn him wag the method which MecArtuuw proposéd o use.

This I had not known before. I told Him thet I wag very

nuch relieved at that. :

o

3. I then took up with Wim the question of the -scienmtiste!

raport on the avomic bomb and told hJ.m the process wa had gone nhrmtgh in s

"

b gard to that pd.pa?_g that I had omg:.n&lly fa.wred it hecause I was ..‘.mpmc-:; 26l

by Grovest att:itude-,_ he being » very consearvatwa mEN. IA Zold him tha..t .
gince the bomb had been used ami vie had experieneeﬁ and seused the a't:.ti‘c,u‘ﬁé
"of the publie towards it, psople had cha.né@d a 1litkle and the;r no 1en°ev° feld
uh&‘t it was important to put out the sc:.ent-lsts“ papars so qm.aklyn I told
-him that I felt particularly that he oughi. So-decide it himsealf with the fwl. -~ T
Lcnowledge of both sides bec&use he would have “to bear the brunt of the tilsa,pprwal

of Congress for gJ.v:Lng away such & «:alﬂahle secret, / I axplamed to him that

. the attitude of’ those wha ﬁau‘bed to make the publication e that tha making

of it would prevent worse .gj‘?ma:ge through unauthorized puhil..i.tza“h.}onss9 Eﬁrh;;_le this

¥

- —
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rlght aet as a backi‘ire to it. He then said, »I want.to sea those men¥y,

i

' emi asked me if they could be brought to him tomorrow morming, Later when
I got back to -the"'Pentagon, I got word from iti'is 'Secretary making an
~.9901ntment for ten aaﬁ‘ia for the feur men — Bush, Gonant Groves and Harmsona

. 4o I told hm that the repurt on 'the legislatlcn necessary

for ccm:ro'l within the United States for the use of the bomb had alread.y

- been prepared- azm the ﬂrai‘i; had besan approxred by the ﬁctorney General and

. -the J%ﬁae ddvoeaie Cenera_z.p and tha® vhen the time Qame, 1‘?‘ he wafited o

“czll Congress together. Seeretory Byrnes end CGeorge Harrison would knou
21l shout it cnd could coafer with him.

5. I told hinm the problem of the effcct of the aiomic Loph
A
o0 vhe ngegsgary size of the Avmy wou_Ld come up 2% once and was begimning
i¢ ccoe up now.. He said he bad some vievg on thet and nan'ted “to tallk
(\.

Tith me cbout then. 1 T.old hip thea of the pmesv release vhiah I gave oub . -

lzst week, Thursdays on 'i:-he subjecta He hod not Heard it and said he would

-

like to rezd it.

}




