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MEMORAN DUM F OR THE RE COR D 

We Ci &('\l S&ed t~ q\le&tion of Cl\In@'•e nuclear weapor.s today1 

iir&t in a \v.:'lc it a t the S tate Oe pa.rtmeot given by Se crr: ta r y Rv sk 
!o r Mc:~a.mara . M c:Corut, and myself, ~nd ls.te:t at a T.'\eeting with 
the Pr~ui.dent ~n whic h Ru sk, Mc:Nam~ra a.::1d 1 were wi!h b!m in lhe 
Ca.bi~et Room (t-ic. Cone hat.ir.g left a.t a tlm e whe n we tho·.1a:h; the: 
Presicknt woulC not be ~ble to joi n us) . 

At the hmc:'leon wo devclt>i'~d the following po&i.t~or.: 

{l) We ~re not b. f avor of -.mprovokc d ur..i lM~ ral tJ. S . m ili t.uy 
&ctio:t .t.gain.st Chine se nuclear i nstallations a t -;his tirr.e . We w ould 
p r efer to have: a Chine se te st take place thal'l t o i niti Lte s·.1c h a c tion now. 
11 fox other reaso~• we s hould iind OUl'&elves in milit a:-y hostiHtie c at 
any levd with th.e Chine • e C<>mmun:hrt.s, w.e w ould c x·s>;ect to give very 
d ose attention to the possibility o£ a n appropria te m i.li tat'y action 
aaai!l!lt Chine $e nucleal" facil\tlaa: 

(2.} W'e believe thU. ther• are m any possibilitie s for }oir.t a ction 
wltl\ the Soviet Go"'~rmnent if tba.t GoV"ernment is intcres ,-cd. Such 
PO&$ibilitie!l i nclude a wa rning to the Chinese a gdn$'t. te s ts , a. possible 
under taking to gi"~e up u:~.der.~:round t esting al'ld to h old thP. Chine te 
&c.cour'ltabJe i £ they te st in any w ay, and even a. possible a gl'c e rnen.t to 
too~era.te in pTcve ntive. m ilitar y action. We ~he.refore agre ed tlta.t it 
woulC be moat d esl:rabl e for the Secretary of StAte ~ c..xp!ore tl-.ls matter 
v• r Y prl v.;.~ely with Amba s $ado r Oob ryr»n as s oc :t a ft pos sible . 

(3} \Vc agree d that it would be much ;>r e !cttlblc co conduct any 
oveTfli&h t of Chi:1e 1e nuclear te ~St facilitie s in a. plane with C hina t 
rnarl<i ngs .o.nd a Chir.at pil ot. In the CO'\U' Ia ol the alte:• 
M c Cor.e pr<>(uced a. propoE al th.a.t s uch a. fU.ght be ••·•&•ea1 

these preli mi naxy d~ci sio11s wer~ repol' tcd o;o tl':e Pr$ei Cent iJl the 
C(lbir.et Room , e.nd he indicate d bis a pproval. T he Secretary of S t.ate 
now :n~or.d s to consult prom?t\y wi ch the Soviet Amba u a Cot'. 
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