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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

We ciscussed the guestion of Chinese nuclear weapons today,

first in a lunch at the State Departinent given by Secretlary Rusk
for McNamara, MeCone, and myself, and later at a reeting with
the Prasident in which Rusk, McNamzra and [ were with him in the
Cabinet Roam (MeCeone having left 2t a time when we thoughs the
Presidant would not be 2ble to join us).

Al the luncheon we developsd the following pesition:

(1] We are not in favor of unprovoked urnilatzral U, 5 military
action against Chinese nuclear installadona at this time. We would
prefer to have 2 Chinese test take place than to initiate such zction now.,
If for other reasons we should find ourselves in milita-y hostilities at
any level with the Chinese Communists, we would sxpect to give very
close attention to the possibility of an appropriate wilitary action
against Chinese nuclear facilitias.

[2} We heligve that there are many passibilitias for joint action
with the Soviet Governmaent if that Government is interested. Such
poesibilities include 3 warming teo the Chinesec agzinst tests, a possible
undertaking to give up uaderground tésting and to hald the Chinese
gecountable if they test in any way, and even a possible agreement fo
coODErdte in provéentive military action. We therefore agreed that it
would be most desirable for the Secretary of State 20 explore thig matter
very privately with Ambassader Dobrynin as soon as possible.

(3} Wa agreed that it would be much preferable to conduct any
overflight of Chizese nuclear test facilitias in a plane with Chinat

raarkings snd a Chinat pilot. In tha course of the after racta
MeCone produced a propasal that such a flight be staged arki
These preliminary decisions were reported o the Prezident in the

Cabinet Room, and he indicatad his approval. The Secretary of State
now inieérds 10 consult promptly with the 5oviel Ambassacor.

I

1 - et _"‘ MG, DB.
l FaETIA LY DECIASES B
.mfn.:u._.if:_‘téi :

N

..‘..-i.'u..l e o b s F P Pt sl oy

SMGETITED COPY -
STIITI AR ATIEN DELETED



	nhch1_1

