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CHINA AS A NUCLEAR POWER 
(Some Tnaughts Prior to the Chinese Test) 

I nt roduc:t ron 

The Untced States should make a clea~ d1stinctior. bet~en the need to 

~bl idy minhaiz.e the importat\ce of the Chinese r.uclear progreR~ on the 

one hand at\d the v6ry serious 1 mp I f cat Ions of what the Chinese are doing 

on th~ other. Th1s paper ls en Bttempt to draw att~ntio~ to some of 

r.he$e imp 11,at ions and to poi 11t aut some p~obab le conseqtJel\ces of tO is 

futuro of tho U"tted Stotes and the ~rtd. 

Long T~nQ Signtfleance 

a dec•de. They are now ~eady to ee~t thair firs~ we~pan. When they com· 

plet& the f~crlities we ha~ already ldentrfied with the;r p~gr~m they 

will be able to pro.-Juce something 1 tke 30 to 50 weapons each year; .and 

there ~~ no re•~on to $Uppoie that thl~ represe~cs ther~ totat planned 

progro~~. Their e•rly ~apOnr. wi 11 prOb<tbly range it1 power from 20 to 100 

kilotOn$ and not be $uTtab1e for delivery by missfle. But the first te~t 

w i 11 bt fo llowe:d by a series of tes u to improve ~-.eapons desIgn; and ·by 

o~~graded at 12 vear 
fnterval~; Not Autom~ti,Bl•v 
Deolas<ified. DDD DlR 5200.10 
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t968 we I"'USt e,.;peec an ini tlal thenronu~leillr test.~ Warheads suitable 

fo.- the shor-t r.an9e: ba 11 ~ s t i-= ""iss. i les a ll"ea<ly under test w i 11 ~oon 

follow. 8y 1970 we ~~n cKpect Chlna to nave ba,lisrlc mls~lles with 

nu~lear wa~heads tBr'geted on tha cltJes of AsJa~ By 1975 an inter-

cof't i nenta 1 eapab Ill ty i $ within reaeh. wl th the power to des troy 

S•n Fra~c[sco. Chl~ago. Nsw York and W•shlngton. With eo interconti· 
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nental Gapablllty the Chinese wlll also be able to threaten aJl of Europe, 

i~cludlng US IRilitary forces r.tatloned th~re. h h difficult to pte· 

diet the effe~ts of such capability upon £urop~a~ attltudas ~ithel" in 

Londo~, MO~oaw or Wars•~· 

Another S ye~r~ $hould s~fflce to enlarge the capability to the poi~t 

wher"e lt: wTI\ be neCI!$Sary to think ln terms. of .a possibll! 100 miltiofl 

U.S. deaths. wttenavar a seriov~ ~onflict with China thr'eatlltn'!.. This wilE 

be 1980. A clllld barn today will than be 16 years old. Cadets rio>< eoter-

i ng our mill tary academies wi 11 be G&ptalns. or youflg taajors. Q.u i te pos.s i-

bly our next president wi 1\ be for,ed to deal _,.ith a~ ....:orld shared witt. 

such • China. 

~~he tapsed tlme between first ~uelear eKploslon a"d flrst t~ermonu~~ear 
test for otha r nuclear ,owen has been: U$, ' y~af's. 3 months; UK • 4 years~ 
USSA, lt years~ Fran~e (J)rob&b le) 4.-s vears. -.,hi le til ina is not be.l ieveo 
to have an operatlPg separation plant produclng waapons grade U-235. it 1s 
pOssible that they do have. It ls a1&o quite possible that Chi~ese 9la"­
nlng for TN we.pOns ~alts for' ~1~ partlal enrl~~ment or, for a few ~apO~s~ 
the uf.e of pluton lum In place of U-235. Thtt 1 at tl!r ne~d not be as exper'ls i ve 
as frequently assul'ed sinc;.e heavily I rr•dlated plutonluftl from power reac.tots 
could be used for components in whi~h·pro-initi~tlon Is not of cor'lcern, 

While I 968 ...,u ld not likely be jud9ed the ""' t prob•b le year for a Ch; oese 
TN exploslon. t~ey QDV'd ~et this $ehedule. 
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There is~ for argume~t ~bout thls schedule of events, They ~ould 

happen more slowl~. But if Chln~ follows her present ~outse to tt1 

logical concluslon they will happe". And we should not bBnk too heavlly 

upon technical delay$ and the e~pense to give u$ more time. Aftet all • 

...-e went from first flur;lear test to an aper'at iona I IC8H with thermonu~ le•r 

warhead in about the same number of years. The $oviet Unio~ did conslder-

ably better, even t~ugh thelr tech~iGa' base was wide1y believed to be 

ln~dequate to support such r~pid progres~. The Chinese have a far weaker 

ind..r;ttial ~aSei but on the Other hand many e'ements which wei'@: very dH-

ficolt and expensive deve•opment probl~ms for' us are now Gonmon knowledge 

or available on tile opefl lnill'ket. Also they have shown great•t wr 11 ing• 

ness to sa~rlfi~e for hlgh priorlty objeetlv~s. 

tt is necess•ry to far;e ~ leerly the fact that China wi 11, barti ng 

i~terference, heve ~n a few shott yea~s weapons whieh can destroy~mueh 

of the Unlted St•te~. This is not to lmply that we wrll not fs~e grave 

prootem~ befot~ that d~y ~rrrves. We must realize that the~e will be a 

co11tlrtuou5 deteriotetiotl in our abl llty to Influence the cotJrse of evenu, 

110t only in A$la but elsewhere. As China goes dow" the road of be4oming 

.u nu~ lear powar sha w i 11 do her utmost to exp 1 o it her new weapons to 

achieve her goals. These go•~s are perfectly evident. China is det~r-

min~ to gain stat us as a world pc;n.te r, prima ri 1 y by reducing U.S. powe~ 

and influence 5~ As~• •nd the We$tern Pa~ific. China ;5 determined to 

seize the •eadership of the Communist ~~e~e"t. This ii to be done by 

exa4;.e rba t i ng ~.aG Ia 1 an irnos 1t I es, ado9t i ng the nanc.-e of the sp i r itua 1 
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overthrow the: eJthting orde r by fora . 

Hopes that nuelear weapons ~fll bring greater cau tion to the Chioese are 

~de to ~pgear rather fo~lor" by th• Chtnese cr lti~isrn of t~e Soviets fo r 

having b&en (OQ timid '" the u~6 of the ir nuc lepr de terrent to aid tha 

the Chlnese meen what they se~ and make a fo rthrlght exemf nation of the 

predletable damage to the U.S. security lnterettl. 

Di rect D~se to the U.S. Ssrateq le Pos it ion 

The Chlne5e Communists se&m d•te~ined to •J • et th4 United States from 

n~c lear ~•pons for th;s end . A direct lt t &ck ypOo our fortes doei not 
1 

see~ a rat lonel p~spee t, but t he threa t ve lue of ~ven a sm. 11 nuc lear 

forGe upon Asia n n~tlons is c• rt eln to be substantial, As the Chinese 

grow. Our structure of bases and a l l iance' w11 1 be $ubj ecte0 to e~~r 

greater pres sures. O~r difficu lty In ~a in t ainl~g our position wtll be 

*Peng Ch~n, Po l i tburo •emb6r • nd the princ i pa l spea·~, • t the Chi nese 15th 
Anni11e rury t elebration, In Pek i ng on Oc t . 1 5~ i d: ' f'J"he United Stat4.s t ltt• 
per la l is ts mu5 t get out of re rwan, out of South Vie tnam, So~th Koreq , Ja9•n , 
the Philippines, Th•Hand, the Congo a"d \les t Berlin; ou t of Asia, Afri ca, 
Europa and Lati n Ana rica .. nd out of al t the pl~ces they h1ve irw1ded," 
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eornpounded by t:he f•~t that \lie will find ourselves graOual•y fifl'liting our 

respon,es to challenges pose~ by the Chrnese as we are forced to recognize 

that we .are dealing 'tll'lth • nucleat powll!!r. The other nations of Asiill wi 11 

be v~ry !&ns1tlve to our growing caut;o~. and will sea increasEng adva~ceg~ 

in asking us to leave. 8efote too ~any years we may he foreed to rely 

ePtrrely upon our own feel estate ind our own mllltar~ fo~ce~. 

Altern.uively. we "'111 fhad our~4dves impe1le.6 tO make deeper and more 
I 

expli~it '~i~nts t~ the securlt~ of Chioa•s nelghbors. Forces • 

nucle•r.weapons, (~nd str~~tures. a~d political co~Ttments of tne 

order of rn.agn • tude 'lillie have 111-'<fe t n ELJ rope may be neeessa ry in Asia. A 1-

though theso my tu~ economIcally fe•• i b 1 e for u r., 1 t Is not ~lear that 

the U.S. Cof'llgl'e$S .and pub 1 ie w I t 1 support them to the extent they have 

in Europe o 

' The Chinese must co"side~ that the m.thod~ by whieh they h~v~ so~ght to 

extend their influence i~ SE A~ia h•ve been quite sueee$$fd1, Their u5e 

of ~•lied communlst goverNments ~nd comm~nrst parties which they support 

in .a manner to avo td ,a d I rec; t cha •1 enge to $\I per ior U o So power has brought 

them to a point ~here Chinese vietory throughout SE Asia ~st seem likely 

even tn the absence of a nuclear capability. ~cwever, throughout the;r 

st rvggle to e n .. t~ate tJ. S, i ~f lu4!:nee in rhe a r,ea they have been fe>rc~d to 

show caution at Grlttca1 times to 1 rmrt rhe ri1k of a showdown wtth ,the 

u.s. We ~~t expect th~t they ~il1 seek way~ to explo1t thetr nu~lear 

weapons to lnc ru'e the freedom Clf act ion of their a 11 i e:s. They may we 1 1 
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qu i t e consistent w i th the C~lnas~ prefe rence for prese~t i ~g their ~~al l ~ngel 

to tht: U.S. through th ird partii!s .-swell ,n wich Chin4U 4!! statements on 

" uc lear weapons to the Ru$si•ns and others. An i~pOrt~nt re~ult of 1uch 

further dlstrlbution of nvc l•at weapons would be addftional ini'Jibitlon~ 

on U.S. artd .alliecl aGti o.-.,s 1 $ t he p rotect ion of tho~cle• r' a rm$ moved nea r e r 

to the J ine of conf \1 c t . 

• 
Thl s piper nas not attempted to assess the inf l~ence which acqui s ition of 

nuc lear weapons by the Chl nete will nave upon the genera l q~estion of 

nuc le ttr proliferat•on. I t i t obvlous that hold in~ .any SOI't of I ine 

aga in$ t further 5pread ls gre1t ly compliGated by C~ l nese aequi$ition . 

Oependinq upon the r r bch•~i or i t could be ~de impos s ible . 

. ~ ... . 
of pow~r a$ China begins t o acquire nuel•ar we~pons , ther~ will be very 

important and potentially dangerous eons~quen~es. Wa i hall b~gin to 

fee l very si9nific~n t resul ts of thh development wltt\ in a few ye.au~ 

end the long term siqni fi ea~ce is ~normous . 
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