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BRIEFING Of MILITARY STFUATION (1)

VARNING- (U) THIS 1S AX INFO REPORT, KOT
- FINALLY EVALUSTED TNTEL.

DOI: (U) 850610

REQS: (B) B : '
SOURCE: * (U ‘ L

" SMMARY: (AR DURIVG A VISIT TO M7 418, SO

MARCOS, OF 850610, THE NI COMAAHDER, COL JORGE

REME. ({ISEACS)) RODRIGUEL. AND HIS GPERATIONS .
ER { B

IR GRIEFING AND SUBSEQUENT

LUDED THE ‘STATUS OF GUERRILLA

DEPARTHENT, KILITARY OPERATIONS
<0F, THE M7 T4 SAN HARCOS.

TEXT: ~CEAMET(ENTIRE TEXT CONFIDENTIAL/ROTORNT™
1. ACCORDING TO THE 5-3, THE INSURGENTS OPERATING
{TN SAN MAROOS ARE MEMBERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
 ORGANIZATION OF THE PECPLE IN ARMS (ORPA) AND THEY"
'HAVE THO OPERATIONAL FRONTS IN THE DEPARTHENT. THE
KORTHERN FRONT, THE COMMANDANT HANUEL COMPARY -
.(COMPANIA DE COMANDANTE MAUEL), HAS AN ESTIMATED
86 ACTIVISTS. THE SOUTHERN FRONT HAS APPROXIMATELY
140 ACTIVISTS. BOTH FRONTS ARE ALLEGEOLY SUPPORTED
BY LOCAL SYMPATHIZERS WHO ARE MEMBERSOF A POPULAR -
. RESISTANCE ORGANIZATION CALLED THE “RESISTERCIA
AR MATE. WAS. GIVEN

RCOS

2. - THE HORTHERN FRONT REPORTEDLY HAS WEAPONS THAT

INCLUDE 72 M-16 RIFLES, § MISSILE LAUNCHERS
(PROBABLY RPG-2'S), ONE 60 i HORTAR, ONE HEAVY

- MACHINEGUN, AND OHE-"CANNON™. THE 5-3 JINDICATED
THAT THERE 1S KO EVIOENCE THAT THE GUERRILLAS

_ HAVE A “CANNON™ AND THAT THE BIGGEST WEAPON -

| USED THERE 7O DATE WAS.A 6OMM HORTAR. s

! IT IS VERY UNLIKELY THAT GUERRILLAS HAVE AN
ARTILLERY PIECE BUT PROBABLY HAVE-'A GOMM MORTAR.)
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31.” T0 DATE, THE GUERRILLAS HAVE BEEN WOST ACTIVE

IH THE TAJANULCO VOLCANO AREA. KEVERTHELESS, THE
QFFICIALS IN SAN MARCOS ESTIMATE THAT, IN GERERAL
TERHMS, THE GUERRILLAS ARE ON THE MAKE IN THE RORTHERK
FRONT. ONE EXAMPLE CIVED WAS THAT THE GUERRILLAS -

" HAVE BEEY FORCED TO STEAL FOOD AHD SUPPLIES WHEREAS

BEFORE THEY BOUGHT SUPPLIES AT WELL ABOVE MARKET
PRICES.- ON THE OTHER.MAND, THE ESTINATE 1S THAT

" GUERRILLA STREMGTH IS INCREASIMG IN THE SOUTHERN

FRONT; FURTHER ‘SPECIFICS ¥ERE ROT ADDRESSED.
4. & CONTINUING AREA OF CONCERN IN MI #18, IS THE
USE OF MEXICAN TERRVAORY AS AN THSURGENT SAFEHAVEN. -

*  MILITARY. AUTHORTTIES ARE CONVINCED THAT THE GUERRILLAS

GAIH AT LEAST PASSIVE ACQUIESCENCE FROM MEXICAR
SUTHORITIES, IF HOT OUTRIGHT SUPPORT. CURRENT
INTELLIGENCE IN HZ 418 INDICATED THAT A GROUP OF
GUERRILLAS (KFI) HAD BEEN SPOTTED IN TOJQUIAN CHICA

BUT WHEN THE ARMY MOVED I, THE GUERRILLAS HEADED
TOHARD THE MX DORDER. REPORTEDLY, THE ARMY WAS
ATTEMPTING TO BLOCK THE GUERRILLAS' ESCAPE WITH AMBUSHES
PLACED HEAR THE BORDER ALONG SUSPECTED TRAILS. THE

M7 COMMANDER REALTZED THAT HE WILL HAVE A DIFFICULT

. TIME ELIMINATIEG THE TNSURGENCY SO LONG AS WX

TERRITORY PROVIDES AN OUTLET FOR THE GUERRILLAS.
6. OPERATIONS TH MZ #18 INCLUDE COMBAT PATROLS,
SOCIO0-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE,

.+ PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIGNS, AND TRAINING. ACCORDING

TO THE S-3, THERE HAVE BEEW. 21 CONTACTS WITH
INSURGEHTS IN THE PERIGD JaN-Jul 85. GUERRILLA
CASUALTIES ASSESSED FOR THAT PERICD WERE REPORTEDLY
SogéLLED AND 23 WOUNDED. DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECTS
CONTINUE UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE INTERINSTITUTIONAL BT
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DEVELOPHMENT COMMITTEE, WHICH IS HEADED BY THE M . '

"COMMANDER AT THE DEPARTMENT LEVEL. TRAINING IS : ' ’ i &
BEING CONDUCTED BY OHE OF THE TW0 DETACHAENTS : .

=
s

LOCATED MEAR ‘T0JQUTAR-GRANDE.AND IS REPORTEDLY A B
" MODELED AFTER A US. SPECIAL FORCES TYPE COURSE. N : S e
COMMENTS: ~CEAFS THE BRIEFING AND CONVERSATIOHS HERE . N
CONDUCTED- TN A VERY FRIENDLY -AND OPEN ATHOSPHERE.
THE ATTITUDE OF THE COMMANDER AND S-3 IN MI #18
VERY PROFESSIONAL AND GUARDEDLY
. OPTIMISTIC. THEY SEEMED JO HAVE A SHAKY UPPER ‘ T .
. HAND AT THE MONENT. - READING .BETWEEN THE LINES, ‘ o . v .
- WOWEVER, THE HOLD IS TENUOUS. WITHOUT SUFFICIENT ' ' ;
. RESOURCES TO ACCELERATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
INTERGRATION, THE ARMY WILL HAVE & VERY OIFFICULT -
TIME STABILIZING THE DEPARTHENT AND ENHANCING o o
POPULAR SUPPORT-FOR. THE GOVERRMENT. THE PROXIMITY - . “
OF SAFEHAVENS IN MEXICO FURTHER COWPLICATES THE s
- PROBLEM OF STABILIZATION AND COUNTERINSURGERCY IN - .
SAN MARCOS. THERE ARE JUST NOT EHOUGH TROOPS IN THE -
- ZONE TO YOTALLY CONTROL THE AREA. UNITS ASSIGNED
* THERE SUFFER FROM-DEFICTENCIES IN COMMUNICATIONS
_EQUIPMENT AND FROM. & DEARTH OF KOBILITY RESOURCES.
THE RUGGED SAN.MARCOS TERRAIN MAKES HELICOPTERS THE
ONLY RELIABLE MEANS OF MOVEMENT AND THE NATIONWIDE -
.o SHORTAGE OF HELICOPTERS IS WELL RNOWN. GIVEN RESOURCE
@ CINITATIONS Ik 6T IT.IS UNLIKELY THAT STABILIZATION
N EFFORTS IN SAN MARCOS WILL SIGHIFICMTLY IHPROVE
' b THE NEAR FUTURE.
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