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n obtained during a visit to the Quezal.
* tenango-Military Base during the period 13-15-September 1970. Information

incluffgs comments on the August 1970 Guatemalan Army operations on the
GAN Border, the prospects for organization of a provisional battalion in ¢

[(]

area é{&d the institution of a Civic Action program. - -

ﬁ B - R
) ‘ ‘ \ : HIEE
= . O .f) d
i : R ‘q "'. b“
T Sl P
2 \
. 0 ‘0 §
- Q ﬂ A
. 0w,
‘ . v, S
L. GENERALT Durins the o i a e gr oo o m e oo _ n 5. 6
1. F-GENERAL: During the period 13-15 September, 197 7 3 1
L visit the Quezaltenango Military Base'in connection with activities marking the i< -
celeb¥ation of Central American Inde;

pendence. The Quezaltenango Base Com- B A U0

AS Garcla, recently transferred from the |/ ;" 1y
olved in the activities surrounding the week| 09 3 0
i g'm@,part in the life of the comiriunity. J o a4 %

mandegr, Colonél Ferpands Romeéo

Milita¥y Base at Coban, was deeply
long celebration and has become an

. PR
2. B MILITARY OPERATIONS! gt wag given © :Q ,;)—v
briefing by the Bage Executive Officer, f”g 2P T
Co! Chupina stated that the equi pod K
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:Zi%q with Mexico and securit ‘
ind Retalhuleu. He stated that the arganization of a provisional Battalion in this
ares. Temains in the planning stage howsver the yésulits of the Augist 1970 opera-
tionsjalorig the Mexican border hag gone far to convince
Minigter ¢f Defense Col VASSAUX,. ?havt the Army presence is essential. Col
*Chupina stated that a reinforced company from the Guatemala City based Guardia
e HQnoxig heing . recalled after gix weeks of participation in the August opera-

don. i However Quezaltenango Base has been directed to continue patr, on
:hroughout the area making maximum use of its vehic

-6l Chupina also advised that the Air Fo
support in the event determined resistance is encotntered. When questioned
: :onge"éaiﬁ" -hi und to air communication the colonel became .

i | that the “trgops" have a ground to air capability
wnd that the experience gair beli-1ift operations during August has given all
nit lezgders a much better appreciation foz the tactical and logistical elements

:ssentigl to insure the success of this type operation.

FORDER OF BATTLE:
Athe major portion of the a vebicles were on patrol duty and.that the
notg g:;nacllhouéed only those assigned to the base alext unit which were to be
1sed 1h the 15 September National Day parads. - {Bight 2 1/2 ton trucks with
r2iledhs, two 3/4 ton and six 1/4 ton trucks ‘and trailérs accompanied the three
wndregd man parade contingent) The personvel strength of the base is reported
.0 B¢ 850 men. T e

1

PR Were ¢ BE GLLLLC ig winning the confidencs
thel'campesino. He'parti'a‘.ﬁijlaméd this upon the traditional distrust in the
_ mn&g: pf the country peon of anythin . that ,r@px;ese;it‘s Ygovernment" or “outside

:onti-og". “However_he stated his 12t the Guatemalan government is largely
) ondas of ignorance and .

tt faihlk for not directing it:

4 t his thoughts are sharéd by the present governm how.far
‘he resources available to the President may be-divided is a question that has not
reen determined. T . ‘

B

Solonel Lucas spoke at length about President Arana's being in Quezaltcna:
»n 12 September to give,the speech: w};irc_};;.eﬁ.igi,al%y}j,\ pened the week long Central
imerican Independence cerénonias. - Prebident.Arana {s the first.president to
ave made such an appearance ‘which éven more Impressed Colonel Lucas, as
*rceident Arana was not a Ppopular candidate in the area. Following his speech
@ stayed to open the' gala ball in honor of the beanty queens from all the

-entral American countries by danding with €ach of them in turn. Colonel Lucas
‘tated that the president made more friehds in the area during his twelve hour
itay than any other president in history. . v

‘Colonel Lucas' assignment to Queial’tehangq waé. the personal choice of MOD
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lonel :X{as's'aux' who-has great fa

tablished an all-time record) He rea
w to him but is steadfastly detexrmine

£ contraband operations and deny
ized criminals who traditionall
pelves, .

Troops present a ne

d, vehicles are clean,

. Troogikitchens were clean and'a refrige
: 'Jmeatgiand perishable foods. Training s
- anit bplletin boards - in sum,

sesg

rr val in Que'zai;enan,go on 3 August'1970-Colonel Lucas hav
ercent of his time in the field directing

v-have recognized the law only as written by

‘earance of the Milifary Base reflects the personality of its new )
res: #t appcarance,. equipment is ¢lean and neatly.
d P

. ‘ :show:signs of use' rather than being clean and
‘blocks in the motor pool.™ Miititenan;

: mﬁ{%ﬁ%n&cé officer takes great priﬂeai#ﬁh

i it ie true that busy troops are happy troops the
pjenango garrison should be delirious and the

an drea of tranquility and reason. - ‘

“&rmy Vice Chief of Staff, Colonél PALOMO advised
. thatireinforced Company from Guatemala City based Marigcal Zavala Brigade -
1wm’§epla'ce the ﬁom‘pa.ny‘ from the qua‘v.:‘:dig;lde{qupqr;_.Ox; 30 September 1970.
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I trusg in- Litica

hig troops.: (In so doing he has

the use of the border to the bands of

xLability, Since his (Laevo Blant)
'B~spent seventy-five -
dily admits that the area of operations is
d-to comply with-his directive to rid the _
ef
g?
Tt

< e

e logs are being used and the °
umber of Vehicles on the road.

ration plant is now employed to store
cliedules are uip to date and posted on

Mexican border area should

eptember 1970
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