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Following is a chronology of events leading up to
Castrots 1nvitation on QOctober 31, to receive a U. 8.

officlal for talks in Cuba:

Soon after joining the U. §. Mlssion to the U, N. on

August 26, I met Seydoﬁ Dlallo, the Guilnea Ambassador to

; ' Havana, whom I had known well in Conakry. He went out of his
| way to tell me that Castro was isolated from contact wlth
neutrallist diplomats by his "Communist entourage” because 1t
was known he was unhappy with Cuba!s satellite status and
looking for a way out, He, Diallo, had finally been able to
See Castro alone once and was convinced he was personally

P receptive to changing course and getting Cuba on the road to
non-alighment. Dlallo added that the exile ralds were an
obstacle since they strengthened the hand of the hard-liners
both with Castro and the public.

In the first week of September, I also read ABC
correspondent, Lisa Howard's article, "Castrols overture",

based on her conversation with Castro last April,
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This article stressed Castrots expressed desire for
reaching an accommodation with the United States and
hls willingness to make substantial concessions to this '
end. On September 12, T talked with Miss Howard, whom
I have known for some years, and 8she echoed Ambassador
Diallo's opinion that there was a rif't between Castro
and the Guevara—Hart-AhEeida group on the question of
Cuba's future course, _ .

On September 12, 1 discussed this with Under Secretary
Harriman in Washington, He suggested I prepare a memo and
we arranged to meet in New York the following week,

- On September 18, I wrote a memorandum based on these
talks and on corroborating‘1nformation I had heard in
Conakry, In it T Suggested that dlscreet contact might be
established with the Cubans at the Uniteg Natlons to find
out whether Castro in fact wanted to talk and on our terms.
I showed this memo to Ambassador Stevenson, who felt the
matter was worth exploring quietly and who indicated he
might discuss 1t with the Presldent,

On September 19, I met Harriman in New York. After
readlng my memo, he suggested T also dlscuss 1t with the
Attorney-General because of the political 1mplications

of the Cuban issue.
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On September 20, I made an app&intment with the
Attorney-General in Washington. Meanwhile, Stevenson

obtalned the President's approval for me to make dlscreet

; contact with Dr, Lechuga, Cuba's chief delegate at the

; S United Nations. _

5 On September 23, I met Dr, Lechuga at Miss Howar¢'s

?. I_ apartment. She has been on good terms with Lechuga since
her visit :with Castro‘and invited him for a drink to meet
P : some friends who had alsc been to Cuba. T was Just one of

i those friends, In the course of our conversation, which

| started with recollections of my own talks with Castro in
1959, I mentioned having read Miss Howard's article. Lechuga
hinted that Castro wag Indeed 1n a mood to talk, egpeclally
Wwith someone he had met before. He thought there was a good
chance that I might be Invited to buba if Ipwished to resume
our 1959 talk. I told him that in my present position, I
would need official authorization to make such a trlp, and
did not know 1f 1t would be fortheoming, However, I said an
-'.ﬂ exchange of views might well be useful and that I would find
ocut and let him know.

On September 24, I saw the Attorney-General in Washington,
gave him my September 18 memo, and reported my meeting with
§ Lechuga. He said he would pass the memo on to Mr. MeGeorge
| Bundy; meanwhile, he thought that it would be difficult

for me to visit Cuba without it being known and risking
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the accusation thafE;e were trying to make a deal with Castro,
He wondered if it might be possible %o meet Castro -- 1if
.that's what he wanted ;- in another country, such as Mexico,
or at the United Nations. Meanwhile, he agreed it would be
useful to maintain contact with Lechuga, I said I would so
inform Lechuga and wait to hear from him opr Bundy,

Back In New York{ L Informed Stevenson of my talk with
Lechuga and the Attorney-General,

| On Séppember 27, I ran into Lechuga at the United Nations,

where he was doing & television interview in the lobby with
Miss Howard, T told him that I hag dlscussed our talk in
Washington, and that it was felt that my accepting an invita-
——— T
tion to go to Cuba would be diffieult under present circum-
stances, €speclally in view of my offlcial status, I added,
however, that if Castro orp a personal emie%?ry had something
to tell u3, we were prepared to meet him and listen wherever
else would be convenlent. Techuga said he would so inform
Havana. Meanwhile, he forewarned me that he would be making
a "hard" anti-U.s. speech in the United Nations on October 7.
I remarked that it wouldn't help reduce tensions; he replied
he couldn't help making 1t because of the "blockade,"

On October 7, in his reply to Lechuga!s tough speech,
Stevenson suggested that 1f Castro wanted peace wiéﬁ his
neighbors, he need only do three things;—- stop being a Soﬁieﬁ‘
atooge, stop trying to subvert other nations, and start

carrying out the promises of his revolution regarding consti-

fn | tutional rﬁmhts. —SPARET—~ ——
“\«ﬁ T i E-q%i E’é“& T ?c;d

SERY i85 LBRARY -




-5 - . s:l DORET—

On October 18, at dinner at the home of Mrs. Eugene
Méyer, I talked with Mr., ¢, A. Doxlades, a noted Greek
S | architect and town-planner, who had Just returned from an
'? , | architecta! congress in Havana, where he had talked alone
| to both Castro and Guevara, among others. He sought me
‘i out, as a government offlelal, to say he was convinced
Castro would welcome a normalization of relations with the

United States if he could do so without losing too much

[

face, He also sald that Guevara and the other‘communists
were opposed to any deal, and regarded Castro as dangerously
unrelliable; and that they would get rid of Castro if they
thought they could carry on without him and retain his

| popular support. | _ '

On October 20, Miss Howard agked me 1f she might call
MaJor Rene Vallejd, & Cuban surgeon who 13 also Castrots
current right-hand man ang confidant.‘ She ¥aid ValleJo
; helped her see Castro and made. 1t piéin to her he opposegd
the Guevara group. They became friends and have talked on
: - the phone several times 3ince the interview, Miss Howard!'s
purpose in calling him now was that she thought any message
from Lechuga would not get past the foreign offlice, and she
wanted to make certain, through Vallejo, that Castro knew
there was a U,S, offilcial avallable 1f he wanted to talk. -
I told her to go ahead, so long as she referred to my
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talk with Lechuga and made 1t quite plain we were not .
8olliclting a meeting but only expressing our willingness

to iisten to anything they had to say. She then called
Vallejo at hls home. He was out and she left word for .

him to call her back. o | _

On October 21, Gordon Chase called‘me from'tﬁe White
House 'In connection with my September 18 memo. I brought
him up to date and sald the ball was in their court,

_ On October 23, ﬁailéjo called Miss Howard at her New
| York apartment, She was out of town; he left word with the
mald that he would eall again,

On October 28, T ran into Lechuga in the U.N. Delegates
Lounge., He told me that Havaha dlid not think sendihg someone
to the Unlted Nations for talks would be "uséful at this
time".‘ But he hoped he and I might have sgme informal
chats from time to time. T said 1%’ was up to him and he
could call me 1if he felt like i1t., He wfote down my extensilon.

On October 29, Vallejo again called Miss Howard at home,
He assured her, in response to her question, that Castro still
‘felt as he did in April about improving relations with ug,

As to hls goilng to the United Natlons or elsewhere for such a
talk, Vallejo said 1t was impossible for Céstro to leave the

country at the present time. But he saild he would relay her
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message to Castro (that there was now a U.S. ofricial
authorized to listen to him), and would call her back
soon, o ‘ .

On Octobgr”31, Vallejo called Miss H0wafd;jﬁpologizing
for the delay and Qaying he had been out of town with
Castro and "ecould not get to a phone from which T sould
eall you," He sald Castro would very much like to talk

.to the U.5. officlal anytime and appreclated the importance
of diécretion %o all concerned., Castro would therefore
be willing to send a plane to Mexico to plck up the officlal
angd fly hiﬁ to a private.airport near Veradero where Castro
would talk to him alone, The plane would fly him baclk
‘ 1mmédiate1y after the talk, in this way there would be no
risk of identiflcation at Havana alrport, Mias Howard said
| i . she doubted 1f a U.S. offlcial could come %o Cuba but
perhaps he, Vallejo, could come and see the officlal at the
U.N. or in Mexleo, as Castro's personal spokesman, Vallejo
replied that Castro wanted to dd the talking himself but
did not completely rule out this situation if there was no

other way of engaging a dlalogue, It was agreed Miss Howard
would relay the Invitation to me and call Vallejo back as
goon as posslble with our reply. At this poinﬁ she ldentifled

me as the U.S. officlal., Vallejo asked for the spelling, and
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- recalled having met me in 1959 (I do not remember him).
' Misas Howard got the impression that Iechugats previoue
message to Havana had not reached Vallejo or Castro.
' On November 1, Miss Howard reported the Vallejo call
to me and I repeated 1t to Chase on'November 4, |
On November 5, I met with Bundy and Chaaa at the

White House and informed them of the foregoing. The ‘
next day, Chase called and asked me to put it in writing,
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UNITED STATES MISSION
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

November 22, 1963 —

MEMORANDUM
Tonm Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬂ
—_—— E.O. 123758, Ser, 3.4
h'l}..ﬁ_a;
TO: Gordon Chase BY*-—-—-—-, NAR"‘ Dotpd-b-95

FROM: William Attwood

Following is an addition-to my memorandum to you dated

November 8, 1963;

On November 11, Vallejo called Miss Hopard again to
reiterate thelr appreciation of the ;;;édfor security and to
say that Castro would go along with any arrangements we might
want to make. He specifically‘suggested that a Cuban plane
could come to Key West and plck up the emlssary; alternatively
they would agree to have him come in a U.S¥ plane which could
land at one of several "secret airfields".near Havana. He
emphaslzed that only Castro and himself would be present at
the talks and that no one else -- he speclifically mentioned

Guevara ~-- would be involved, Vallejo also reitereated Castro's

desire for this talk and hoped to hear our answer soon.

On November 12, Bundy called me and I reported Vallejo's
message. He saild this did not affect the White House decisgion
that a preliminary talk with Vallejo at the United Nations

should be held in order to find out what Castro wanted to
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talk about -- particularly if he was seriously interested in
discussing the points cited in Stevenson's October 7 speech.
Bundy suggested I transmit our declsion to Vallejo, stressing
the fact that, since we are responding to thelr invitation
and are not sollciting a meeting, we would like to know more
about what is on Castro's mind before commiting ourselves

to further talks in Cuba.

On Novemker 13, I went to Miss Howard'!'s apartment and

called Vallejo at home. There was no answer., She then sent

a telegram asking that he call her at hilis convenlence,

On November 14, vallejo called her, She gave him my

M-}

message -- that we would want to talk to him here at the

United Nations before accepting an invitation to go to Cuba.
She said that, if he wished to confirm or %@scuss this
further with the U.$. official, he éould call him (Vallejo)
at home on the evening of November 18. ValleJo said he would
be there to receive the call. Meanwhile, he did not exclude
the possibility of his coming to the United Nations and said

he would discuss it with Castro.

On November 18, E}gshﬁoward reached Vallejo at home and

passed the phone to me, I told him Miss Howard had kept me

informed of her talks with him and that I assumed he knew of
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our interest in hearing what Castro had in mind., Vallejo

said he did, and reiterated the invitatlon to Cuba, stressing
the fact that security could be guaranteed. I replied that

we felt a preliminary meeting was essential to make sure there
was something useful to talk about, and askéd if he was able

to come to New York. Vallejo sald he could not come "at this
time". However, if that's how we felt, he said that "we"

would send instructions ﬁo Lechuga to propose and discuss with
me "an agenda" for a later meeting with Castro. I said I would
await Lechuga's call., Vallejo's manner was extremely cordial

and ne called me "Sir" throughout the conversation.

On November 19, I called Chase, and reported the conversa-

tlon.
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