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1. ENTIRE TEXT 18 S/NF/NC/OC

2. BSUMMARY: THE ACTIVITIES OF INDIGENOUS GROUPS (LIKELY

PREDECESSORS OF THE SHADOWY ZAPATISTA ARMY OF NATIONAL

LIBERATION EEZLN)) HAVE TRIGGERED CONCERN AT THE HIGHEST

LEVEL OF THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. | 1 B1
THE GOVERNMENT [ Bl

._..., __|WAS COMPLETELY SURPRISED BY THE
NEW VEAR UPRISING. CONCERN OVER THE IMPACT OF POLITICAL
UNREST ON NAFTA LED SALINAS TO DOWNPLAY REPORTS IAST
SPRING OF AN INCIPIENT INSURGENCY IN THE CONFLICT-RIDDEN
STATE OF CHIAPAS FOLLOWING THE MURDERS OF SEVERAL
SOLDIERS.
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4. - THE EZLN APPEARS TO BE A LARGELY INDIGENOUS, DPEASANT
GROUPING, THOUGH THE LEADERSHIP IS URBAN AND WELL-
EDUCATED. IT ESPOUSES SOCIALISM AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR
INDIGENQUS PEOPLES AND FARMERS, THERE ARE INDICATIONS
THAT AN INDIGENOUS REBEL GROUP WHICH MAY BE THE EZLN
EARLIER SOUGHT SUPPORT FROM GUATEMALAN GUERRILLAS, BUT
THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT ANY SUPPORT WAS PROVIDED. END

SUMMARY

5. THE EZLN. THE EZLN APPEARS TO BE AN AMALGAMATION OF
OTHER GROUPS THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY OPERATED UNDER OTHER
NAMES. IT IS COMPOSED LARGELY OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES FROM
THE PRINCIPAL MAYAN-LANGUAGE SPEAKING GROUPS IN CHIAPAS,
THOUGH THE LEADERSHIP APPEARS TO BE NON-INDIAN AND WELL-
EDUCATED. REPORTS ON THE NUMBER OF COMBATANTS RANGE FROM
200 TO OVER 2000. 'THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT REMNANTS
OF THE CLANDESTINE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY/UNION OF
THE PCOR FORM PART OF THE RZLN.

6. THE EZLN HOPES TO SPARK A NATION-WIDE, RURAL-BASED

INSURRECTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. BLENDING SOCIALIST

IDEOLOGY WITH A PRO-INDIAN STANCE, THE GROUP CALLS FOR

"ARMED REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE' BY A UNION OF INDIGENOUS
Sheme
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PEOPLES AND FARMERS. THE EZIN STRUCK ON JANUARY 1 TO
DRAMATIZE ITS BELIEF THAT NAFTA AND CAPITALISM ARE
HARMING INDIGENOUS MEXICANS. THE EZLN CALLED THE SALINAS
GOVERNMENT "ILLEGITIMATE, " AND DECLARED WAR ON 'THE ARMY.
ITS ACTION WAS INTENDED TO PROVOKE A HARSH RESPONSE THAT
WOULD DAMAGE THE GOVERNMENT’S IMAGE.

7. ROOT CAUSES. POVERTY AND LONGSTANDING INDIGENOUS
GRIEVANCES OVER LAND AND TREATMENT BY THE AUTHORITIES ARE
AT THE ROOT OF THE UNREST, BUT THE SUSPECTED MURDER OF
TWO MEXICAN SOLDIERS BY INDIAN PEASANTS THIS SPRING
INCREASED TENSIONS BETWEEN INDIGENOUS GROUPS AND THE
GOVERNMENT. THE ARMY ROUND-UP OF INDIAN SUSPECTS
GENERATED A WAVE OF HUMAN RIGHTS COMPLAINTS. IN LATE
MARCH, PRESIDENT SALINAS ORDERED AN INVESTIGATION OF THE
INCIDENT, WHICH CONCLUDED THAT INDIGENOUS RESIDENTS WERE

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDER
l I HE ALSO ORDERED AN INCREASED ARMY PRESENCE IN
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THE AREA. TWO SUSPECTS ADMITTED TO THE MURDERS, BUT THE
BISHOP OF SAN CRISTOBAL: DE LAS CASAS, SAMUEL RUIZ GARCIA,
ACCUSED THE MILITARY OF COERCING THE CONFESSIONS.

8. IN LATE MAY A LIEUTENANT AND A SOLDIER WERE MURDERED
NEAR OCOSINGO. BICGHT TZELTAL INDIANS AND TWO GUATEMALANS
WERE ARRESTED. THE ARRESTS PROVOKED ALLEGATIONS OF HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES BY THE ARMY. TROOPS LATER FOUND AN ARMED
AND WELL-STOCKED INSURGENT CAMP IN THE AREA. CONCERNED
OVER POTENTIAL UNREST, DEFENSE SECRETARY RIVIELLO- ORDERED
AN INVESTIGATION OF PEASANT ACTIVITY IN THE REGION. LAST
SPRING THE ARMY REPORTEDLY DESTROYED AN INSURGENT CAMP
AND FOUND WEAPONS, BUT THE GOVERNMENT DENIED PRESS
SR

‘ woliR_,
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ACCOUNTS WHEN THE STORY BECAME PUBLIC IN AUGUST. THE
UNREST IN CHIAPAS REACHED A POINT THIS SUMMER THAT THE

GOVERNOR CALLED FOR AN INCREASED ARMY PRESENCE TO DEAL
WITH SUSPECTED GUATEMATLAN INSURGENTS.

9. SUSPECTED CHURCH TIES. ]

{ g’ﬁ“‘ﬁ"m MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TOLD THE
VATICAN OF ITS CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE TIES BETWEEN THE
CLERGY AND GUERRILLA GROUPS IN MEXICO. IN JULY, THE
SECRETARY OF GOVERNMENT (THE FORMER GOVERNOR OF CHIAPAS)
SUMMONED RUIZ TO CAUTION HIM ON HIS HIGH PROFILE ADVOCACY
OF BUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS ON BEHALF OF INDIGENOUS :
PARISHIONERS. IN OCTOBER A LETTER FROM THE VATICAN TO
THE PAPAL NUNCIO CRITICIZING RUIZ FOR DOCTRINAL ERRORS

. PROVOKED INTENSE PUELIC DEBATE, THOUGH THE GOVERNMENT
SOUGHT TO DISTANCE ITSELF FROM THE DISPUTE.

10.. TIES TO THE URNG. l
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11.} '

| THOUGH SOME PRESS

ACCOUNTS ALLEGE A CENTRAL AMERICAN CONNECTION, THE REBELS
HAVE PUBLICLY DENIED TIES TO CENTRAL AMERICAN INSURCENTS
AND TO NARCOTICS TRAFFICKERS. (SECRET) 'TARNOFF
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