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1. us Public Reaction. 'l'he public and 

skepti cal about our Cuba Policy because there i s a s t eady 

s tream of news repor t i ng f rom the island portr ayi ng the 

r egime as s t able and self-confi dent , the l i f e as drear y 

but providing better social ser vi ces than most o t her 

Latin American countri es, and Cas t ro himself as prepared 

t o normal ize rel ations with t he us . Cuba r,..•atchers among 

t he press speculat e t hat t he lif t ing of t he OAS sanctions 

wi l l be engineered a t the April Gene ra l Assembly . They 

t h i nk it is just a matter of t i me before r elati ons are 

normal i zed and assume t hat we ar e a lready in the stage of 

recei ving and sending s i gna l s . 'thus there are over reac t ions 

t o such tr.easures as the Li tton Industries' exception and t he 

t ravel restri ctions on Cuban UN diploma t s . i\ pub l i c r elat ions 

move would correct some of the distort i ons in the public mi nd 

about our Cuban policy -- sh ifting the emphasis t o a 

non-polit ical and non-co n t roversial area. 

The Chinese ping-pong players were accepted by the US 

public as a good "-'c:I.Y to break the i ce between count ries 

separa t ed by decades of hostility . 

Baseball with Cuba woul d serve a s i mi l ar purpose i n 

bridgi ng t he gap bet '-Jeen the Bay of Pigs and a ne'A relati onship 

... ,i t h Cas t r o . 
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The President •go u l d have a s t urdy p l a t form for 

rnakin9 an inescapabl e comment on Cuban pol icy in Miami 

next week . 

Picking a game we a re likely t o win ""·oul d go .... •e l l 

with ~~ericans who are depressed by t he regi reented vict ories 

of the Commu nists in Olympi c g~nes. 

The match woul d be seen as a shre.,.Td Yankee polit i c a l 

move . 

2. The Effect on cast ro and Cubans 

Pre- castro Cuba was consi dered t he most "Amer icani zed" 

of any Lat i n J\roerican countr y i n terms of basebal l , hot-do9s, 

and coco- cola. Much of this, and par ticul arly baseball , 

pe rsist s. I t s t ill is t he most popular spec t a t or and corner 

l o t sport. 

Castro \'.'<lnts o u r t echnol ogy an d spare- parts , but we 

understan d he. is worried about the effect of American 

influences on hi s popul a t i on i n t he e vent of normal izat ion . 

A baseball match wou l d u nder cut the demonolog·y ~ 

Cuban propaganda about the US. 

I t woul d be difficul t for Cuban exiles in t he US 

to t ake issue with despite t he i r gener al unea s i ness about 

any c hange in us -cuban rel ati ons . 

Onder our e xi s t i ng t ravel restrictions, a t h l etes 
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have gone to Cuba for competitions . But our allowing a 

prominent baseball team to qo th~re would be read as a 

political qes ture by Castro • 

ARA/CCA,CGloysteen, jm,2/l9/15 
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