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This analysis was made in an August 3 paper which réeviewed the

ciirouology of developmants from all-sources, -
naval Throuzhout the crisis )

INR interpretad tuae raw intelligence

In addition, ISR kept a close watch ou_Lommunist reactions after the

US retaliatory strike, and both military and polictical responses were

analvzed in rezular and all-source briefinz_iteas anl Intelligence XNotes

as well as in special oral briefings for vepartment officials.

Taree years later, in response to Cougressional concern ahout the
validitv of the official version, particularly of.the second incident,
REA preparaed a review for the Director. The detailéc review
(November 14, 1967). found chat unques tionably there had been engagements
on both occasions, aad, further, that the evidence suzzested deliberate
Sorth Vietnanese attack in Soth incidents. There was no question that
the North Vietnamese initiated the first incident,

In addicion the 1967 INR analysis leaned heavilv on
circumstantial evidence to support its conclusion that the North
Vietnamese had deliberatelry pursued and attempted te attack Lhe DeSoto
patrol on the nigiit of August 4. The pattern:of pursuit was similac to
that cmployed in the first instance, and the Jorth Vietnames- tLorpedo
boats were even farther out to sea (some 75 miles) when thiey starfed
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rapidly closing on the Patrol. This is the strongest piece of evidence
that an attack was planned, since no sihadowing operation deliberatelv.
would be couducted with torpedo boats in this fashion. There was sonar
(though not visual) detection of torpedos (though not uatil after the
Maddox had firud on the closing vessels) and the after-actiun report
cited above supports the conclusion that torpedos were fired.

In the course of the review; IIR turned up informacion about a
HAROP on the night of August 3-4 (far pelow the Deloto's area of opera-~
tion) which was not kmown by INR at the time nor, in fact, bv many
wasaington officials when the decision was made to undertake the reotali- /
atory air strike against North Vietnam.  _In Lts review of XNovember 1947,
IiR concluded taat it was "arguable” that vashington did not pay enough
atteation to these operations winich North-Vietnam-possibly vieved as
justifying its attempts against the DeSoto patrolss. HAROP's were
approved as a package by lashington which left tneir ctiming up ro the
field. No ome in Washingten or the field apparentlv thougit to order
a temporary nalt after the {irst attack| despite’TiIR's prediction of
August 3 that such a coincidence of operations would carry considerable

risx of another attack.




