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FOR PRESIDENT FROM SAL INGER," INFO COPY SECRETARY, BUNDY,
DUNGAN, WHITE HOUSE,

“FOLLOWING 1S REPORT ON 30 MINUTE VISIT WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ
MATEOS AT HIS HOME THIS MORNING, ON BEHALF OF THE PRES IDENT
| EXPRESSED THE GRAT ITUDE ALM$S SUPPORT US GOVERNMENT DUR ING
OCTOBER CRISIS, - ALM SAID HE GOT FEEL ING THAT SOME IN STATE
DEPARTMENT DID NOT THINK HE HAD BEEN QUICK ENOUGH IN SUPPORT , ~
| TOLD HIM | WAS NOT AWARE OF SUCH. FEEL ING AND THAT IN ANY, ‘
EVENT PRESIDENT DID NOT SHARE SUCH FEEL ING,

ALM THEN STRESSED AT “SOME LENGTH THE IMPORTANCE WITH WHICH HE
REGARDS UPCOMING SAN JOSE MEETING, HE SAID AS HE TOLD JFK .
IN.MEXICO CITY LAST YEAR, HE CONSIDERS CENTRAL AMERICA MOST
DANGEROUS AREA, SAID COSTA RICA IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN CENTRAL
AMERICA WITH ANY KIND OF STABLE ECONOMY AND THE ONLY COUNTRY IN
CENTRAL AMERICA WITH ANY STABLE POLITICAL ACTIVITY. HE SAID

WHAT IS NEEDED IN CENTRAL AMERICA 'IS MASSIVE US ASSISTANCE,

PART ICULARLY IN PUBL IC WORKS, HE SAID US ASS ISTANCE MUST BE

OF SUCH NATURE THAT IT WILL REACH THE PEOPLE, ALM SAID THIS '
IS PART ICULARLY TRUE |IN NICARAGUA EL SALVADOR AND GUATEMALA, C -
WHERE PROGRESS HAS BEEN SLOwW PARTlCULARLY DUE TO THE INFLUENCE

OF THE UNITED FRUIT COMPANY - ALM SAID IMAGE OF THE US IN i
CENTRAL AMERICA IS THE UNITED FRUIT CO, HE SAID THAT IF COMMUNISM
WAS GOING TO MAKE ANY HEADWAY IN THIS HEMISPHERE, CENTRAL -
AMERICA IS THE L IKELY TARGET, '

TURNING TO CUBA, ALM SAID THAT OF COURSE PROBLEM THERE IS NO
.CUBA BUT SOVIET PRESENCE, ~HE SAID HIS INFORMATION IS.THAT CUBA"
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WILL HAVE THE WORST SUGAR CROP ‘IN 40 YEARS., HE SAID THIS MAY
 LEAD TO INTERNAL DISORDER. HE SAID HIS INFORMATION INDICATES

A WIDENING BREACH BETWEEN THE RUSSIANS AND THE CUBANS,

PART ICULARLY BECAUSE OF WHAT THE CUBANS REGARD AS THE HIGH-HANDED
MANNER IN WHICH KHRUSHCHEV TREATED CUBA WHEN HE WITH- DREW '
WEAPONS. HE SAID THE LENGTHY VISIT OF MIKOYAN TO HABANA WAS AN
INDICATION OF THIS FACT, HE SAID HIS INFORMAT ION WAS THAT WHILE
MIKOYAN WAS MEET ING WITH CASTRO, CASTRO WOULD LEAVE THESE

MEET INGS AND GO TO THE UNIVERSITY AND DENOUNCE MIKOYAN,

| BROACHED THE SUBJECT OF COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN LATIN .
AMERICA FROM CUBA, BUT EVOKED NO. COMMENT FROM ALM. ALM ASKED
THAT | CONVEY TO JFK HIS HIGHEST ESTEEM AND FRIENDSHIP AND
WISHED HIM SUCCESS IN THE COMING COSTA RICA MEET ING, THE ONLY

OTHER PERSON PRESENT DURING THE MEET ING WAS JUSTO SIERRA, WHQ
INTERPRETED),
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