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Honorable Thomas 5. Gatepy Jr.
The Seoretary of Defonse

Dear Mr. Seqretary

When we talked on 25 May 1960, I cited two areas of Service controversy
on whlch I hold strong views and which were the boals for my requesting
an interview. In an effort to be halpful, I offered some suzgestiona
which are outlined herewith. o
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§ In respect to contrel and operation of space systems, I belisve that
since the issue bas wgain besn ralsed, it is necessary that the decision

| provieusly wade on thip isaue be affirmed. In effeot, this would restate

! that a separete ergenization to coummsind and employ mpace systems is not

{ to be established. Since the 13 Septenber directive refars specifically

] to departmsntal interesta, it would be belpful. were your decision to PrO-

[ vide for the sverciss of appropriate aperational authority by the unilied

fl o specified commenders redponsible for the functionsl ares concerned,

|

Az you kmow, I goatinue to believe that the eptimm solution of the
problem of pontrol and saplaysent of strategic forcas lies in the
orgenlzation of o United States Strategle Command, this to inglude Navy

f Bscognising thet & lesser sclution way be callad for, designating CINCSAC
| - the Strategis Targeting Authority, as suplified in the attached cutling,
] . would elizinste wuch of the ineffectivences of the present coordination

: syaten and would socomplish many of the objectives assoelated with
o ‘ @stablishnent of the United States Strategic Coumand,

i Sincarely
f Sizned
THOMAS D, WHITE : 2 stehs
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i’
" STRATEGIC TARGETING AUTHORITY

ga of Target Authority - provides a basls for:

~ An effectivey fully integrated and wutually supporting strategic
oporwtional plan for genoral ware
~ Achisving optimum distribution of atomlc weapons across the

. pational strategic target list. f,"

4

Esgential Elements of Targetigg Auth_uritx -

= Definition -~ The compander empowered to exercise Jurisdiction over
strategic targeting, strike timing and force application for all
U.S. atomic forces committed te the strategic offensive in Beneral

WaTe

- Directive to produce a national strategie target list (NSTL) which
~ Reflsets JO08 guidance.
~ Documents inmstallstions and complexes which constiiute &

e e e (8 o Y e et 1

g weasure of strategic significence.

| o = Docunents speoiflc sirategic targets as destruction
s . @ojectives for use in preparing operational plan.
= Diregtive to produce & single integrated cperational plan, which
- Dnterp:iueu specific BGZ*s and targets to bLe attacked by
atowle capable forces identified by commanders ag having
2% hour/dsy capability.
= Includes target assignments which maximize destruction of
target list (NSTL).

DoD DIR. 5200.10

~ Determines and programs weight of effort.
~ Eotablishes strike timing (TOT) based on common Hebour.

DO¥ECRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVELS;
NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED

~ Establishes readiness conditions,

JCS will review and spprove the NSTL and the gingle integrated operational
; : Rlan.

Hequired JUE guidance to targeting authority

- Qvergll strategy issued through the basic war plan.
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- Palicy guddance for categories of targets to bs inoluded on NSTL.

<= Befinition of NSTL

®A 1ist of specific vital enewy targets, programugd for
ettack thx'cugiz tha el (including spece), which constitute
Lhe primary acurce of strongth that ooculd be used by the
eneny to project devaatating blows against the United States
and ite allies. Destruction or neutralizetien of these
targats would either destroy the will and #bility of the
Ry 10 wege wWar or praﬁde & relative advantage switicient
to sssurs vistory for the United States and its alllies,
Ite categories include (in order of priority)s

(1} Exesy nuglesr delivery capebility and its critigal

aupporting alemnté*

{2} Governmentel and military cuatral centers.

’ {3) Eneny wer sustaining resources, including urban
industrdal areas.”

~ Cenersl damage criteria.
- Gonstyyints pulioy.
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