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Subjects Sumary of discusslon betwsen Sir Oliver Franks,
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On the question of whether we proposed to use U.K. bases
without their consent, we steted, and General Bradley concurred,
that prior consultation and agreement with /thﬁm would obviously

be rﬂquireda

Sir Oliver agreed with cur suggestion that the whole issus
of developing situations be considered on the basis of whathar
or not they were likely to lead to general war and not on the
issue of whether the atoiic boub was to be employed, \)

On the more 'gensral question of consultation, it became
clsar that a real issue existed,
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Franks was perfectly willing to concede that thers were \j\
o
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certain areas where we could make no commitment ss to what we would

do or make a commitment to consult prier to taking action; on the .
other hand, he clearly was under instructions to find as broed an
ares as posgible, and as easy langusge for us to take as poasible,

which would define a field in which we were obligated to talk to them,

Qur positiodt was that we wanted to talk to them as frankly and
in as broad an ares as possiblae, but that we could not enmter into
any agreement or comuliment or procedure that would imply a commit- -~
ment, even a commitment to continue to talk or to follow any glven \})
procedure, Our suggestion was that we begin to exchange views
without commitment and rely on the developing practice to.bring - @\
owr respective viewpoints as close together as possible, -~

. Franks raised the question of what Mr, Morrison could say to the
Prime Miniater on his return, and possibly to thbe Commons., Mr. Matthews

showed him, but did not leave with him, the draft statement, the

original of which the Secretary has. Franks indicated that this

might be a useful approach.

Franks left us with the impression that he understood and
appreciated our point of view, that 1t did not meet what he was
under instruction to get, and that he would have to talk to Mr. Morrison
before he could tell us whether he waz happy with the situation or mt,
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