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Conversation with Honduran Minister of Defense
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1. TS, :niire Text.

2., During course of November 25 courtesy call om Honduran
Minister of Defenee, Col. Mario Flores Theresin, by
Ambassador and DATT, Defense Minister made foliowing points
of interest: |

3. First, President Paz will go om television at 3 p.m.
local time evening of Hovember 25 to state that Armed Forces

will guarantee electoral process very much along same lines

-=tmas Paz' speech just-prior to April, 1980 Constituent Assembly
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elections. This news has been confirmed by local
press sources as well as by direct phonecall from

GOH Foreign Minister to Ambassador.

4, Seccnd: Minister of Defense stated that Armed Forces
will be on state of alert starting midday Saturday with
instructions to do their utmost to maintain public order.
They will be deployed in such a fashion that they can
readily come to the assistance of an electoral tribunal in
various constituencies should their assistance be required.
In the absence of any incidents and in the absence of any
requests from any electoral tribumal, military have l
instructicnéﬁto remain inéonspicnous as possible from
polling places. Flores added that, although incidents
could not be ruled out, he was hopeful that ballotiﬁgg
would proceed smoothly and weekend would bpass quietly.

The one factor which creates somewhat higher risk of -
incidents this time as opposed to the April 1980 elections

is fact that so much more is at stake politically.

5. Finally, Flores discﬁssed situation in Nicaragua. He

noted that Nicaraguan charges to effect that Honduran
-xﬁggrces are deployed ;égressively toward that countr§ are

absolﬁtely preposterous and, if anything, the reverse

L_§s true. At most, two Honduran battalions are currengzy
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deployed in immediate vicinity eof Nicaraguan border

whereas Nicaragua has many times that number deployed

on its side. (EMBASSY COMMENT- To best of our knowledge
' there are approximately ten Nicaraguan regular and

border battalions which can be comsidered as statiomed

within immediate vicinity of Honduran border, not

counting whatever additional militria forces may be

‘so deploved.)
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