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~  HERI 143 EXCERPTS FROM 23 JULY N3 Y03 - TINFC STORY HFADES |
© C.5. AXD HONDUSAS: & CHOVIFC-EMEASSY EFTECTS ROLE IN 4234 : 5K44}12 g

(sEGIN wXf .‘_*_~3T<j .
TiCU”I'AT~r —— T2H ENITLD SIﬁT"S NB{SDY 1y HONLURAS,
OaCs 4 FOREIGN SERVICE BACYWATEZ, EAS OVER THT LAST T%0 THEARS .
BECOMI THE LATC bT ANT MQsT IMPORAANL AMZIRICAN MISSIFV In vﬂpuwﬁﬁdﬂ‘

CENTZAL AMERICA. “F{ .
TG HONDURANS- AND FORIRIGN DIPLOMATS IN TEIS CAPITAL, TR &#)? ! 5

EMBLSSY —— TWO LARGE ANT WELL-FORTIFIED BUILDINGS FACING EAD: :

OTFER ACA03S ONT OF TEGUCIGALPA’S MAIN TEGROUGEFARTES —— EAS

BECOME THE 5YM3B0L OF THX RAPIDLY "DOWING AMERICAN PRESENCE I

EONTURAS, TJE ”MUNTRY THAT IS kOW THE FOCAL POINT OF

WASEIN GTQV S POLICY IN TEL R=GIOY. :

IT-I§ FROY ZONDURAS, WESTERN DIPLOMATS AND HONDURAN
FPPOSITION POLITIGIANS SQV THAT THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION IS
AGING 4 PSYCHOLCGICAL, ”OJCMLC AND MILITARY CAMPAICN
GAIMST ~HE SANT INIS”P GCVERNMENT C# NEIGHBORING NICARAGTA. .

3Y TEE IMBASSY’S QN COUNT, THE UNITED STATHS &0 E4iS . S
CLOS% TO 323 MILITARY ADVISERS, TRCHNICIANS AND Eﬁu¢lhu15 Iy : '
EONTURAS, NOT COUNTING TEE dIFFT OFFICERS AND NINZ ZLISTED
MEN ATTACIED TO TH4S MILITARY ATTACHE’S OF FICE AND THE
MILITARY ASSISTANCE GROUP )

TdE ZMBASSY STAFF NUMBERS OTER 14% AT LBAST 75 QF TALM
WITHE TIZLOMATIC RANC MCST OTHER FORBIGM MISSIONS HERE, .
nCCURLI\a“@ AMBRIC Aq CIPLOMTAS,, -AVE FAWER THAV SIX FORZEIGHN -
SERVICE SFFICERS. WASTINGTON ALSO FAS A STRONG AND .
tXPARIENCED AHBASSADOR, JOEN L. NZGROPONTE, YHO IS5 OFTTRs
RUMORED TO 3F¥ UNDER CCYSIDERATION F93 HIGHER POLICY~4ATING
POSTS IN THE REATAN ADMINISTRATICM. )

FIGHTEEN MONTES A50 TET -MBASSY WAS UPGRATED 530 4
CLAS3 4 IG 4 CLASS 2 ISSION, PUTTING IT OV A PAR #ITH UNIT<T
STATES “MEASSIES IV SUCL CITIES aAS LIMA AND 3UENOS AISTS.
ONLY TACSE IN MEXICO CITY aAVD E3ASFILIA, OLASS 1 EMBASSIES,
QUTRANL IT N LATIN AMEZICA. THE EMBASSY IN XL SELYADQR HAS3
22 PERMANENT AﬁSHICAV STAFF EYPLOYEZS AND 129 TEMPCRARY DUTY
tS08 V::, INCLUDING THI MILITARY ADVISERS TRAINING
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TER AMERICAN MILITARY PRFSENCE, IT 1S DWARFED BY THE NUMBED
~  OF CUBAN AND~SQYI"T ATVISTRS I~ NICARAGUA.' HONDURAS’S.
S~ IORELBN MINISTIZ, TDOARDO PAZ BAINICA, SATS TEZR: Ads 17,0 <
CUBANS, 2USSIANS NI T4STERN EUROPEANS IN NICARAGUA. Tz
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