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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, March 29, 1983

COHA CALLS FOR CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF AMBASSADOR NEGROPONTE
~--NEGROPONTE GUIDES CONTRAS' OFFENSIVE

---U.8, ROLE IN COVERT OPERATIONS MAY VIOLATE BOLAND AMENDMENT
--~RECENT ATTACKS TMPLY SHIFT IN ADMINISTRATION'S DESTABILIZATION PLANS
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.U.S. Ambassador to Honduras John D. Negroponte's extensive involvement
in the military action of Honduras-based Nicaraguan counterrevolutionaries
—--"contras'--seeking to topple the government of Nicaragua has violated the
intent of congressional legislation prohibiting such activities, and warrants
an immédiate and complete congressional review of Negroponte's conduct, a

- spokesman for the Council on Hemispheric Affairs (COHA) said today.

"All evidence indicates that the Nicaraguan cohtras would not have
initiated this offensive without a firm commitment of support from the U.S.
government,"” a COHA spokesman stated. "If the charges made against Amb.
Negropdnte in recent U.S. press accounts are correct, the ambassador's in-
volvement is not only profound but may be illegal, and represents the
Reagan administration's bare-faced attempts to defy repeated congressional

efforts ~ to restrain the executive branch from committing such abuses of

3 power,"
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58 coordinator of the covert actions against Nicaragua, using over 100
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< CIA personnel stationed in Honduras. An April 4, 1983 Time article described
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:§%§}§ Negroponte as "the coordinator of the separate (military) command group
3? ,\35 activities" for the Fuerzas Democraticas Nicaraguerses (TDH).
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g?gf&n Amb. Negroponte's actions, which are distinguished by their proconsular
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FIRN qualitly, stand in direct contradiction to the intent of the Boland amendment
A
:? é’ to the 1983 Defense Depurtment appropriations hill passed unanimously by
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si 2 © the House of Representatives last Decomber.  The awendment, introduced hy-
Q & : .
~Q tep, Fdward P, Boland (D-Mass.), the chairpun of the Iouue Sclect Comnittee

on Intelligence, prohibits the use of U.S. funds for "militury oguipment,
mitilary training or advice, or otlher support for military aclivities, to
any proup or individual, nol part of a country's armed forces, for the pur-
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pose of overthrowing the government of Nicaragua or provoking a military
exchange between Nicaragua and Honduras. "

According Lo the April 4, 1vss Lssue ol Time maguzine, tie Rerwgran
administration has sought to circumvent the intent of this legislation
by using a complicated command structure ror indircctly conveying orders
for the contras' military campaign. In such capacity, U.8. military
pevrsonnel from the Southorn Command--Southcom--bascd in Panama, CIA ex-
perts, and Amb. Negroponte act as "advisers" to the political coordinat-—
ing committeec of the FDN, the most powerful contra group in Honduras,
with forces estimated at between 2,000 and 4,000 troops. Along with the
involvement of U.S. personnel in the operation's commund, in which Amb.
Negroponte serves as the overall "coordinator of the separate command
group activities," arc former top officials from Anastasio Somoza's
national guard, including Col. Enrique Bermudez Varela, whc soerves as

the FDN's military commnander and is a member of its Political Direc—
torute, and members of the Honduran military. At least one of 18 Argen-
tine military advisers in Honduras as late as December remains in the .
coordinating command. The former Argentine advisers’ posts were filled
by londuran army officers, led by Maj. Alexander Hernandez, a personal
aide to Gen. Gustavo Alvarez Martine«, the Honduran Chief of Staff and
a close friend of the U.S. ambassador,

According to a Western diplomat cited in the Time article, Negro-
ponite’'s "job is to koep the Hondurans in tho gome.” S8till, another
Western source cited in ithe Nov. 1982 Newsweel ariicle was more circum-
spect in his evaluation of Negropontc's involvement in support of the -
exiles’ efforts to cverthrow the Wicarsguan government. "X'm not saying’
thut the guy who gives nll the orders here; even for (CIA) covert ops
(operations), is Negropontie," the source maintained. "But that guy
wears Negroponte's suits and eats hig breakfast. Do you get the picture?"

. According to administration sources, the $19.6 miilion in CIA fund-
ing for the exiles' operations to overthrow the Nicaraguan_ government,
wlhiich was first publicly revealed in press reports early last year, has
since bueeon decreasad.,  Ag well, in response to strong cengressional op-
poaition -te the CiA's covert operations plans, ille sourzes indicated thsat
the Reagan administrualion hud modiTied 1ts goal Inte luzst year to reflect
a campaign of econowice destahilization and harassment Lo be carried out
hy the exile forces. o

The publication in two Honduran newspapers early last week of paid
advertisements by the Nationnl Pirecicrate of the FDN, setting forth
a 13-poiunt platform for a new Nicaraguan government and announcing that
"our struggle is alrcady underway in the mountains of Nicaragua," indi-
cates fthat the Rzapgan administralion hag-changed its mind: again about
the tactics employed in overthrowing the government of Nicaragua, and
will rely even more hcavily upon Amb. Hegroponte as its point man in
Honduras,

"This recent offensive underscoves the necoessity of placing
glricter congressional controls ovev covert operations,"™ a COHA spokes-
man said. "IL is clear thal, in light of the Boland amendment, the
administrution has not kept Congrerss informed of its covert operations
activitios., .The renoated allogaiions o7 the U.S. ambassador's invelve-
ment in lhese activities must be investipated, and Amb. Negroponte mustl
Lz broughl Boefore Cenpress to account for his porticipation in them."




