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2. SUMMARY: Minister of Presidency Flores is deeply

preoqcupied'by impact of NEWSWEEK, WYT and other stories on

e 150

advocates a number of steps to improve international image,

domestic and international credibility of GOH.L

AMB including a more active diplomacy. Flores also asserts
DCM " ; ! _

POL~-2 that Doctor Suazo 1is personally very distressed that
USIS :

President Reagan has not accepted his invitation to visit
Honduras; and he urged once again ¥kmm that President
Reagan consider possibility of stopping for one hour in

Honduras en route back to United States from Costa Rica.

END SUMMARY.
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‘f?. Ambassador hgd two-hour private session with Minisﬁ*: -
of Presidency carlos Flores morning November 6. As —
customary, Flores did most of the talking and foremost '
on his mind was impact of recent N@week, NYT and other
storges on domestic and internmational crédibility of the
GOH. F | | 3
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5. Ambassédor observed that recént press stories
inevitably kg put some strains on various relationships
but that we must not.allow such reports to have the very
meffect our adversaries g%%ig 30 vVery mﬁch like them to
have. We aléo needed to remember that these types of
press reports were not new and théir significance should
not be blown out of propdrtionl Despite some short~.
cbmiﬁgs, GOH confinues to ha§§ an extremely credible
record for honésty, sound economic policies and a credible
reéional peace plan. Ambassador agreed that human rights
abuses are a problem and suggesfed that GOH consider’
coming up with urgent action plan to improve Honduran
judiciél system. This reguiies‘joint effo;t of exeéutive,
'judicial‘legislafiéé branches as well as National Police.
ambassador also suggested that, without such an action
plan, creation of a Congressional Cpmmittee could turn

out to be another pressure point without any corres-

ponding remedy.i:j _' .

AT
a

OPTIONAL FORM 153A
(Formerly FS-413A)
January 1975

Dept. of Slate




50163-201

i

O

(¥ §“(ﬁ ‘4-;; ém«’f{:‘nl‘i;}' Len' 32 e

.Gj\ on question of Honduras' image, Flores said he had
momentarilf abandoned his idea of promoting a regiomal
 Foreign Ministers mesikm meeting but he nonetheless
contiﬁuéd to feel that Honduras neeéed to pursue a more
.vigorous &iplomacy ‘of its o%n in addition te San Joss
fo:um. One area they were looking into was hiring a
lobbyist in Washington. Funds had now been approved for .
this by President Suazo and Qpﬁ was looking for reputable
Washington firm to help them, especially in éongressiohal.
relaticns. He asked for any suggestions we might have
on thé matter. Ambassador said this was something GOH XX
itself would have +o. decide but promised to report ?iores‘
inquiry. Ambassador alseo observed that forthcoming visit
to U.S. by former San Pedro hostages spdnsored by
San Pedro Chamber éf Commerce and Rotary Club could be
a very positive development. This was type of private
sector initiative which GOE should encourage. After all,
Honduras has an interéstinq and basically very sositive

story to tell which many Americans will be interested in

- P

hearing. It is a matter which cannot be left to lobbyists

alone. The basic story must be told by Hondurans

L;hemselves. ) _J
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[7. Finally, Flores raised question of Doctor Suazo's _7 >

invitation to President Reagan to visit Bonduras. In
present context, Flores felt a brief'stop by President
Reagan in Honduras would be an enormous boost here.
Ambassador.told Flores we had already gone.éver that
ground and had Qone best we could, even to the‘poipt that
someone had completely incorrectly described me as "per-

sonally hurt” by President’'s decision not to come to

Honduras. E

—

\ . |
. __4 Flores renewed his appeal for a brief

#

Presidential stopover in Honduras. In addition to being
helpful here, he thought it would correct any IpesrEreets
impression to the effect that we consider Costa Rica

the only democracy in the area.

8. COMMEHNT: E:i

L We can certainly

fopect more such stories and, if Flores' reaction is ggﬁ
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rﬁéasure, these repeatedly negative reports could have |

MRN

the effect . of aggravating traditional gxa fracture lines

in this society. It is in this context that Doctor

Suazo's own leadership gqualities will be put more severely

to test iﬁ weeks and months ahead. It is also in this

context that a brief stopover by President Reégan on

Decembher 4 would have even greater significance now than

before the Newsweek piece.

LN

NEG»R PDNTE

wd

.

OPTIONAL FORM 153A
(Formerly FS5-413A)
January 1975

Dept. of State



