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References WNIE 100«2-58 - e
- . Within the fremework of normal reporting’ requirements in the
£ield of nuclear energy, the Departmeit wishes 0 receive &8 mch.:
" informatlon as possible concerning the timing and extentuof (a)- .
French efforts to develop an ‘independent’ nucleaw. capability and .
(b} cooperation smong various possible combinations of Western: - -

Furopean nations-«FIG, the 8ix, Uill--to the seme end, T :

\ Appraisal of the material contzined in NIE 1002458 faqpies-of - - .
which were sent to addressee tmbassies under cover oft Nopartment's b

_‘Q;Ae,gsl s July 29, 1958) indicated & defieiengy.of . intelligence :

1 “nformation on the above questions, #nd in. view of.’the dmvortance

I\ ef pétential fourth power nuclear-capdbilities for-current US

"bmi.litary and politieal asséssments, thé- Embassy is urged 5 be-.

particularly alert in the reporting of such materialy Ty

;¢ Réporting responsibility in. this field 1s,-.0f course, shatred .
with other Government agencies, and the. Department. is keenly- awate’
¢f:the limitations on"the ability of posts gbroad.to develop .~
detailed information o riilitary applications of.miclsar energy in’
the countries to which #hey are aceredited. -Blthough the Atomie™ . -
TFnergy Act of 1954, s aménded, does not permit s to exchemge .. o

el

i informatlon concerning atomle weapons design or mamifacture with'i . il
" -France or qther potefitinl “Pourth® countries, the: Fmbasgy BY
nevertheless be able to bake ndvantage of oproriunities yhich may- .

| #rise to @cquire useful information in this field f¥om forsign -

“govarnmente]l sourees withoul embarragsment or obligation to the : 1

{United States, Voy }Z&;«‘{ms;ﬁ.égﬂ!hila At does not apugar. afi¥isable-

| -do aprrgach te Frankh direcidy with repard to their ruclezr plans,
Tkt is g(ﬁasﬁbgrﬁ Phyh. Gerpang or Ttoly or pertienlarly the K,

i ® 6F thelr bifster:} yr Waltdletered relations with Francd !
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[Tin the fleld of nuclear energy, might have pertinent information on thia score. -l
While we do not believe direct inquiries to officials of WED toulitries advisable,

~ 1% is std]] possible that informetion may be obtainable by indirection., WEU
countriep might likewise provide sources of information regarding cooperation
emong various Western Furopean nations cn rmclear weapons development., .

In the meantime, it would be appreciated if the addressees would appraise
the information and conclusions in NIE 100-2-58 regarding French plang and
capabilities in nuclear weapons development and the outlock for cooperative
programs among the WU countries and would let ws have their comments on ‘ths

-baeis of what informstion mey be currently svailable. . ‘
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