MORI DoclID: 1122865

_Top-Seerer- TR

Senior
ErecuUtive
Intelligenca
Blsiell

e TEE must b2 returned to CLA within 5 woldng days

Thursday, 16 September 1999

National Security Information

Unauthorized Disclosure Subject to Criminal Sanctions {b) (1)
Reproduction of this Document Prohibiied By 2)

Ruadership is Inmited to those on approved reader list on file witht CIA SEIB Control
Officer: The undersigined hereby ocknowledge reading this document,

APPROVED FOR RELEASE

CIB‘P.ﬂ'éé - J;élB-ﬂQ:'Z.LSC)_& ______ SR DéTE: RUG 2004

_TopSeeret™

PASS SEIB 99-215CX
16 September 1999

0 50 O 0

IRy = - I
Sendl T eE . R PR

L, 4 a . - ey . S



MORI DocID: 1122865

trgp.m{

Table of Contents

N

3

4

5

7

s

B

10

1

12

Americas Colombia: Armed Groups Filling Power Vacuum in Rural Areas :;

Analytic Perspective

M
—‘ September 1999




MORI DoclID: 1122865

To t
AMERICAS
Colombia: Armed Groups Filling Power Vacoum in Rural Areas z
Analytic Perspective

Insurgent and paramilitary groups are fighting for control of more rural
areas, as Bogota is closing police stations and military posts.

F.hey cannot defend small, iso]
nstallations against insurgent attacks.

— About 20 percent of Colombia’s 1,074 municipalities—rou.
equivalent to counties—lack a police presence

— The police pullout from six towns in eastern Antioguia
Department late last month set the stage for heavy fighting
between insurgents and paramilitaries —l

|

Armed paramilitary groups dominate many regions because rural
landowners and businessmen see them as the best defense against
kidnapping, extortion, and murder at the hands of the insurgents,
Police and military garrisons often are passive, preoccupied with
their own security, and not responsive to calls to protect the citizenry.

— President Pastrana recently fired the local military and police
commanders in the Norte de Santander Department because
they did not prevent several massacres despite advance waring.

|

Local military commanders do not challenge paramilitary groups
operating in their areas because they see the insurgents as the
common foe.L

The withdrawal of government security forces intensifies concerns about
public safety, undermines economic activity in the hinterlands, and fosters
migration to Colombia’s cities. The closure of police stations ofien is

followed by the closure of banks, which hurts businesses such as the
cattle indostry.
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