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Intelligence and Security

A, Genersl
The Tragl intelligence and security services, as
presently constituted, date from the assumption of
volitical power by the Ba'tk Party in 1968, though
two of the three primary services trzce their roats to
the 1950s. The Iraqi Intelligence Service {Tthaz al-
Mukhabarat al-[ragi—I18), known through much
of {ls existence as the Directorate General of Intelli-
gence (Mudiriyat al-Mukhabarar al-"Amma—DGI),
began as the security organ of the Ba'th Party and
became the predominant service in the early 1970s,
The Directorate General of Security (Mudiriyat al-
Amn al-'Amma—DGS) and the Directorate of Mili-
tary Intelligence (Mudiriyat gl-Istikhberar al-
“Askartya—~DMI) appeared in a form similar te
their present organization In the reforms of the
1850s rosulting from the intelligence and security
failings made evident by the Arab-Israeli War of
1848. The DGS, subordinate to the Ministry of
Interdor, is one of three directorates in the Ministry,
along with the police directorate and the nationality
directorate, which perform security functions,

Over this strueture is the Office of Natlonal
Security which is the policy-level organ for super-
vising the actlvities of the tntelligence and securfty-
related organizations. Also acting as oversight,
though more as a cross-chack on the loyalty of
senfor officlals and on the accuracy of security
reporting, is the presidential security organ. The
common mission of these organizations Is the pro-
tection of the regime of President Saddam Husayn
and the position of the Ba'th Party. Most key
intelligence and security positions are held by per-
sons related to the president.

1. Background and development of services

British-Indian military forces oceupled southern:

Iraq in 1814 after the outbreak of Anglo-Turkish

hostilities and from this base gradually oceupled the
rest of the country. A police force, organized along
British-Indian lines, was established. Wheq Great
Britain's role as the dominant power in Iraq was
confirmed under a League of Nations mandate
approved In 1920, the Ministey of Interior wins
created by the British Military Admunistration, and
the police were placed under the Minfstry’s jurfsdic-
tion. The mandate ended in 1932, and Iraq became
an independent state, British supervision and guid-
ance of the police and security forces, nevertheless,
continued until the late 19405 when British influ-
ence in the area declined.

The Criminal Fvestigation Division (CID) of the
Iraol police was organized In 1917 with the initial
ablective of providing internal security for military
mavements, After conelusion of Warld War I, CID
activitles were modified o include political police
and clvil security functions. Iragl personmel grady-
ally increased in the CID, and by. 1930 only the
senior officer was British, A military counterpart to
CID existed from the end of World War I yntil the
Arab-Tsteeli Wor in 1948, This organ{zation was
nominglly responsible for military intelligence col-
lection, but its main activities were focused on
providing military security and ensuring the loyalty
to the regime of the armed forces. '

In the aftermath of the war with Tsrae] the Iraql
Governmenl became aware of its shortcomings In
Intelligence coliection and in sgeurity protection.
Military intelligence was reorganized as the Direc.
torate of Military Intelligence (DMI), subordinate o
the Ministry of Defense. The CID was removed
from its positon in the police establishment to
become, in 1957 in accordance with the Fourth
Regulatfon Number 8, the Directorate General of
Security (DGS) under the Ministry of Interior.

The government of King Faisal II was over-
thrown (n July 1938 by a military coup which in
tuen was replaced by another regime in 1963, The
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basie responsibility for public order rested in the
Ministry of Interior which, in 1968 an the eve of the
sssumptlon of power by the Ba'th Parly, was orga-
nized Into three main directorates, to wit, securily,
nationality and police. The DGS was tesponsible for
the detection and suppression of crlmes against the

state, The Directorate of Natiunality, which was a

vartof the DGS until-1967 whaw it was spardited
and became a directorate on the level of the DGS,
was charged with contrel of aliens, registration,
naturalization, fssuance of passports and exit
parmits,

In 1669 the Public Relations Bureau {(Makiab af-
‘Alagat alAmma—FPRB) first appeared. The PRE
was in effect the intellizence and security organ of
the Iraqi Ba'th Party, and it was formed by Saddam
Husayn, then vice president. In 1973 the PRB%
nemae was changed to Directorate General of Intalli
gence {DGI); in 1984 it was changed again to Iragi
Intelligence Servica (I5S). The PRB/DGI functioned
#s 8 power base for Saddam Husayn in his struggle
for political dominance with President Ahmad Ha-
san al-Bakr until 1979 when Husayn replaced Bakr.

Major shake-ups and reorganizations of the Iraqi
services took place in 1973 following the attempted
coup by DGS chief Nazim Quazar and in 1983 after
the dismissal of DGI chlef Barzan Ibrahim al-
Ttkritl As a check on the reporting sccuracy and
loyalty of members of the intelligence and security
services a palace-based security organization was
formed in 1983 under Musayn Kamal al-Mafid, a
cousin of Saddam Husayn. In the same period a
new Office of National Securlty was created with
the mission, in prineiple, of coordinating the activi-
ttes of the several services.

Of significance in the Iraqi services is the fact
that key senior positions are oceupled by tribal
rolatives of President Saddam Husayn who, since
coming to power in 1970, has been able to prevent
development of sustained domestic npposition to his
regime.

2. Structure and objectives

The structure of the Iraql intelligence and securi-
ty services consists of five elements. These are the
Office of National Sscucity, the presidential securi-
ty organization, Iraqi Intelligence Service (115), Di-
tectorate of Military Intelligence (DMI} of the

2
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Ministry of Defense, and Directorate General of
Security {DGS) of the Ministry of Interior. Thete are
shown in Figure 1. The looations of the headquar-
ters in Baghdad of the IIS, DMI and DGS gre shown
in Figure 2. -

The national abjectives of these organizations are
basically threefold: The first-obfzctive-isthe security
of the regime, the protection of its leaders and the
perpetuation of Ba'th Party control of the instru-
ments of political power. All five organtzational
elements share to varying desrees this national
objective, The presidential security organization
and the DGS, aided by the military elite Republican
Guards, however, are the primary organizations for
accomplishment of this objective. The Ii§ contrib-
utes ta fulfillment of the objeetive through opera-
tons tergeted at disstdents and other oversess appo-
nents of the regime and through security activities
in the Ba'th Party. The DMI contributes through
domestic security aperations involving the military,

The second national objective is to conduct sub-
versive activitles directed against certain Near East-
ern countries. First among these s Iran, and other

‘states include Syria, Lrael, and Libya, The basic

instrument for accomplishing this objective is the
S, but the service is alto assisted by the DML
Tactics of implementation include the recruitment
of rationals of these countries, giving support to
dissident groups and, where necessary, assassination,
kidnaping and other acis of violence,

The third natlona) ebjective is the collection of
positive intelligence abroad. The 1IS and the DMI
are the essential elements in reaching this abjective,
with the AS focused on political, economic ‘and
counterintelligerice operations and the DMI focused
on the acquisition of military and technologieal
information. The DGS also operates to a limited
extent abroad, but primarily in connection with the
protection of Iraqi installations and personnel,

In lote 1988 a Supreme Committee for State
Securlty reportedly was organized and Ali Hasan al-
Majid was appointed chief. Presumably a successor
to the National Securlty Council which had been
formed in 1974 and which consisted of the Presi-
dent, Minister of Interior, and the directars of the
DGI, DMI and DGS, the Supreme Commiltee was

SECRET
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Figure 1. Office of National Sscwity and Prosidsniiol Security Organ

given authorlty to oversee and coordinate the activi-
ties of the intelligence and security services. The
continued existence of this committes, however, is
in doubt though there is evidence that the Office of
National Security occupies the equivalent position
but with somewhat different responsibilities. With
the three services more compertmented from each
other than before the [ran-Iraq War and with more
clearly defined lines of jurisdiction, the channels of
direct reporling to the president’s office have been
enhanced. Accordingly, the oversight and coordina-
tion role of the Supreme Committee apparently has
been replaced by an office whose purpose is to
consider and recommend to the Fresident impor-
tant interservice and national positions. While the
composition of the office is not known, it is believed
to be similar to the earller National Security
Council.

In addition to these changes, a presidential secuiri-
ty organ was established in 1983 to ensure the
protection of President Saddam Husayn andt other
senior officials. ‘This organization, under the-leader-
ship of Husayn Kamal al-Majld, appears to be a

eross-check on the loyalty of other offieials and an
the accuracy of the reporting of the three main
intelligence and security services,

Support for the activities of the intellizence com-
munily comes largely from the other two director-
ates of the Ministry of Interior. The Directorate
General of Police is responsible for all normal eivil
police matlers inoluding supervision of the custorns
and the physical protection of the railroads, ports
and certain government installations. The Director-
ate General of Nationallty, which was established in
1967, (s concerned with the contrel and supervisian
of aliens, and matters relating to Tmmigration,
emigration and the Issuance of passports.

v

3, Political aspects

The Public Relations Bureav (PRB), formed and
initiglly headed by then Vice President Saddam
Husayn, assumed the preeminent role in the Iraqi
Intelligence and security community following the
takeover in 1968 of the government by the Ba‘th
Party. The PRB, whose name was changed to the
Directorate General of Intelligence (DGI) in 1973

1127538
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and to Iragi Intelligence Service - (15} in 1984, has
since its Inception been 1 highly piliticized security

. and information-gathering instrument of the re-

4

glme. President Husayn has used the intelligence
and security services, particularly the 113, as vehi-
cles for control of the party, the government snd
the Iraqi people. The people have heen intimidated,
-politieal eppositton groups-have bean--penotrated-
snd 4 number of their leaders and relatives have
been Imprisoned or exacuted.

Interservice rivalry of the IS and Directorate of
Military Intefligence (DMI) played an important
role in the political competition between Pregdent
Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr and Viee President Saddam
Husayn in the late 19705 as the latier maneuvered
to replace Bakr, With the susccess of this endeavor in
1979, Husayn appolated a half brother, Barzan al-
Tikeltt, as chief of the DGI, only to dismiss him four
vears later in part because Barzan was suspected by
the President of bullding a political power base
within the service and in part beeause he shused his
position by alienating too many high persomages.
During the period of his directorship, especially the
fixst years, Barzan shared responsibility with Sa'dun
Shakir, current Minister of Interior. This pattern of
checking on the service chiefs reflects the Presi-
dent’s distrust of the leadership of the IIS. He has
used the presidential security organ, headed by his
son-in-law, as a means of confirming the accuracy
of intelligence information and the loyalty of the
services’ leadership. Additionally he has assigned his
son, Uday, a5 an assistant to the 1I$ Direclor, thus
providing a presidential watchdeg within the ser-
vice. The President has depended extensively in
stafing the upper echelons of the three main
services on Tikriti clan blood and in-law relatives,
though he did not hesitate to distniss Barzan and
two ather half brothers from their positions In 1983
and to replace them with other elernents of the clan.
Current rising elements In the clan include Husayn
Kamal al-Mafid, head of the presidential security
argan, and Hasan All al-Majid, chief of the Direc-
torate General of Security (DGS}and reportedly also
director of the military bureau of the Ba'th Party.

Political appointess and career inteliigence and
security officers have alternated leadership in the
three main services. Present Minister of Interfor
Sa'dun Shakir and 1S chief Fadil al-Barraq, for
example, have lengthy careers in the intelligence

Jma{r_|

and security feld

have been accused of wing thelr positions to chal-
lenge the presidency, one clearly so and the other
suspected. These were DGS chisf Nazim Qazar in
1973 and Barzan in 1983. One DGI deputy chisf,
Khalaf al-Dulaymi, was arrested in 1082 for Inter-
ference in Ba'th Party actlvities.

Reaction to the tactics and measures of the
intelligence and sccurlty services has been most
visibly evident in the assassdpation attempts made
sgainst personnel identified with the Tikriti elan,

though these attempts may have been manifesta- -

tions of tribal confilets rather than popular senti-
ments. In 1980 and 1981 in -perticular there was
bigh level concern due 1o the number of successful
asyassination attempts against DGY officers and the
wounding of then DGS chief Barrag in 1080,
Additionally in 1981 there was bureaucratic resent-
ment of the DGI In the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
primatily due to the Prasident’s policy of vesting
control in embassies sbroad in the senlor DGI
representative |

IWoservice dlrectors -
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An effort was made in 1976 end 1677 to improve
DMI reporting and operational procedures with
Implementation of the Strategic Intelligence Work
Plan, a progiam Iargely designed under Soviet

- giuldanes o Tt

The Iraq/Soviet agreement of 1978 was meant to
improve the quality and effectiveness of DGS oper-
atlons. The attempted coup by DGS chief Nazim
Qszar In mid-1873, howaver, led to the dismissals
and transfers of many officers. The purge resulted
In loss of expertise and eficiency as the service was
reduced fn size and underwent reorganization. In
1978 then-Vice President Saddam Husayn ad-
dressed the DGS staff and urged his listeners to
protect the liberties of Traat citizens and not inad-
vertently turn the people against thelr government
through harsh treatment. The DGS nevertheless is
viswed as an efficlent and ruthless service whose
primary misslon Is protection of the regime, not the

rights of the pecple,
th; .

I8 Barzan al-Tikeiti was accused of using his

position for political power_ vurposes and of with-
helding information. In the DGS Nazim Qazar

| showed his disloyaw

The purges Tn the 15 ard the
ollowing the ousting of Barzan and Qazar appeared
to Indleate that both services contained significant

é

seeds of oppasition to the regime, thoush the purges
tnay have represented more a paranole reaeton by
the regime rather than a legitimate political threat,
While the baste loyalty of the rank and file of the
three services to the Ba'th Party s not serlously in
doubt, senfor 1iS leaders question the loyalty of
lower personne! to them and to the president,

7 -Bvidence-of didovalty-or dnfraction-of regulations

by personnel are dealt with harshly.

d. MonaLe—The pay freeze order in early
1683 effecting both staff and ngent salaries is known
to have created discontent within the IIS and the
other intelligence and security servicos. Later in
that year the morale of 1S personnel wos cffected
by the dismissal of Barzan al-Tikxiti and the subse-
auent purge of officers considered loyal to him at
the expense of the president. The appointment of
Saddam Husayn’s then twenty-year-old son, Uday,
as a deputy directer of the HS and his role as
presidentia] watchdog within the service is believed
to have disquieted some of the staff. The selection
of Fahil al-Barraq as chief in 1984 helped morsle
but doubts still exist over the loyalty of some lower
ranking officlals.

Morale within the DGS largely has rellected the
view of staff members of the chisf of the service. In
the wake of the dismissal and execution of Nazim
Quazar In 1873, the purge of persomne] thought
assaclated with and loyal to him, and the reduction
in size of the DGS, Abd al-Khaliq *Abd s}-'Aziz was

appointed DGS ehief.
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Disciplinary measures within the intelligence and
security services are stvict. Actions range from arrest
and exccution to dismissal and Isolation for political
maneuvering in potential opposition to the regime.
The perlodic personnel purges, primarily in the IIS
and the DGS, have been swift and operationally
disruptive. Defectors from the services have been
executed and violations of regulations and noncom-
pliance with instructions have been dealt with by
imprisonment, dismissal or transfer. Besides each
service’s internal diseiplinary control, the palce-
based seeurity organ has functioned as a cross-check
ont adherence to presidential dictates in the security
feld,

B. Iraqi Intelligence Service
1. Functions

The Traqi Intelligence Serviea {Jthaz al-Mukha- .

barat al-Tragi—HS), knowr: until 1984 es the Direo-
torate General of Intelligence, is' the organization
responsible for countersubversion, overall political
sacurity, and forelgn intelligence collection. Begin-
ning essentlelly as the security arm of the Ba'th
Party, under the name Public Relations Bureau, the
11§ functions more in the domestic political realm

. |
Ft worked patticularly closely with
the Directorate General of Security (DGS) on do-

mestic activities untfl 1978 when an effort was
made to align the service more toward s forelgn
chjectives while nevertheless maintaining general
supervision aver domestic security operations. This
arrangement continues to the nresent. The functions
assigned to the 11§ are the following:

* Monitors the activities of other Iraqi national
intelligence and security organtzations.

* Engages in countersubversion operations In-
valving Ba'th Party organs.

SEORET
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* Gathers infelligence on opponents 4f the
Ba'th Party government,

= Surveils and moniters the activities of Iraqi
students abroad and Iragis living in extle.

* Plans for and undertakes executive acton
operations against selected dissidents and oth-
-. erpolitical opponents, . .. .. .

*» Collects positive intellizence abroad.

* Conducts subversive activities against select-
ed Near Esstern counries,

» Targels operations against forelgn intelli-
genee services. -

¢ Maintains aspeeial forces-type unit in Bagh-
dad to respand to security incidents.

The IIS has personnel assigned abroad l;l
I ln Baghdad and at regiona

lacations around (e countyy.

2. Organization

The headquarters of the 1IS is located in the
Mansur sector of Baghdad on the west side of
Damascus Street (see Figure 2 cily map)l The
complement of the service is estimated to number
about 8,000 mambers, The chief of the 1IS since
1884 has been Fadil al-Barraq. Organizationally
the service Is divided into elght main departments
(Figure 38). The administration department has
units handling administrative affairs, personnel,
Bnances, transporlation, and general services. The .
informalion and records depariment contains the
central.fles, provides records computer program-
ming, maintains the reference library, and handles

"vesearch projects mvolving overtly published for-

elgn materlal There are smaller similar archival
units in the seeret operations and counterintelli-
gence departments. The secret operations depart-
ment is responsible for operational activity abroad
and (s divided into seven geographic branches
encompassing most countries of the world, The
counterintelligence department is focused on ac-
quiring Information regarding foreign espionage in
Irag. The department is organized in geographic
and functional units and it works closely with the
DGS. The internal security department Is essentlal-
ly the security office of the service. It has units for
physical and personne! security and is engaged in

7
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Figure 3. Iraqi Intelligence Sarvica
providing documentation and armaments as re- DBGS, the NS remains marginally involved {n inter-
quired by the service. The Investigations depart-  nal operations. The technical affairs department is
raent conducts Interrogations and Investigations of  engaged In supporting the technical operational
suspects and has a judiclal unit for prosecutions. A requivements of the service and has units for equin-
fourth unit administers the prisons under the jurls-  mnent. technical penetration operalions, censorship
diction of the service. There are regional offices of  and chemicals used in operational projects.
the 1S located in the principal cities and towns of . .
Irag. The service is responsible for security matters . Administrative practicos
pettaining to the Ba'th Party, Additionally, despite . Preference is given in the consideration and
efforts to delineate the primary external nature of selection of personnel for the 11S 1o cundidales from &
3]

the service from the domestic responstbiiitics of the

8

Tikrit, from which the Presilent and a number of

SHURET
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other senior officials come. An individual from the ‘#
Baghdad or al-Basrah arca is favored over one from
Mosul in the north. Members of ethnic groups like
the Kurds are essentially excluded from censtder- ,
atlon, While Sunni Muslems are preferred, Shi‘a are ’
also recruited into the IS as are a few Iraqi
Christians. Political clearance is a requirement and
~ =« . - ..nearly all candidates are Ba'th Party members prior_
to thelr induction Into the intelligence service. | ST ) S
Military tralning and experience is a desirable
qualification, though it {5 not a requirement.

Newly Inducted 1IS officers, including some who
have completed the military intelligence school
courss, take a hasie Intelligence course which in-
cludes Instruction in the selection and handling of
agents, securily procedures, surveillance techniques,
clandestine communications, counterintelligence,
and administrative functions. In the early 1880s this
course was given at the DGI Training Institute
located in the intelligence service’s Baghdad head-
quarters compound. The counterintelligence section
of the course lasted six weeks and was presented
four tmes each vear to a class renging from 40 to
300 students.

Certain IIS officers bave been given training
abroad. In the mid-1970s groups of 80 to 40 stu-
dents underwent trainfng In the USSR for six
months and smaller groups were trained there in
two-month courses.]

To automate recordkeeping in 1880 the DGI
information and records department’s computer
programming unit was planning to microfilm the
service's files and records. Tn 1983 the Iragis were
negotiating to purchase o computer records system
costing USS7.7 million with & eapability of handiing
data on two million persons. Indications were that
the system would be used to keep track of dissidents
and other apnonents of the regime.
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1IS agent operations abroad focus on those coun-
tries where elements In opposition te the regime of
Saddam Husayn congregate. Primary altention is on
Iraqis living in exile who are active in dissident
movements, Kurdish nationalists, members of the

Iraat Com - and the overséas Assyrian
community:
1

,n the Near Fasl, TIS operafional attention
‘has concentsated on Tran. Syria, Libya and, until the

death of Anwar Sadat, ‘on Egypt. Besides being
objects of normal intellizgence collection, several of
these countries have represented largets for Iraqi
efforts to destabilize the fneumbent regimes through
contact with and encouragement of the respective
dissident movements. :

10

Money used in recruitment approaches has been
at times excessive when judged against the informa-
tion to which the agent candidate presumably bad
access, To Ughten upin 1983 In the face of military
expenses and economic stress brought on by the
Iran-Iraq War, staff salaries for a time were frozen,

SECRET
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Information on the eventusl termination of
agents Is lacking. Not lacking is data on the strong
metheds undertaken by the 1S against gpersonnel
judged to have broken the fafth with the service. In
one instance & former IIS operations officer

i qis, P

nenty of I:he regime, were poisoned b} being forced
to drink thallium. The tactic of violence is a
common thread in hoth domestic securily practices
and in methods employed abroad. Without regard
for host country sansitivities the 1% has not hesitat-
ed to use criminal elements to rough up opponents.
Acts of viclence have taken place In several Near
Eastern countries and in Western and Eastern
Europe. Locally assigned 118 personnel have perpe.
trated some of these acts, but more often the locat
statlon has provided support in funds, weapons,
communications and exBltration for terrorists and
others traveling inte the target country from
elsawhere.
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The emergence in late 1982 and growth of the
palace-based security arganization under Hasan Ka-
mal al-Majid, & relative of the President. led to
reports of Jack of coordination between Najid’s unit
and the 1I5. With the replacement of Ni§ chief
Barzan al-Tikriti by Fadil al-Barraq in 1984 this
relationship presumably improved, though the basle

pirpese of the presidential organization is to func- .

tion as a cross-check on the loyalty of members of
the I1S and ke other intelligence and security
services. This role is underscored by the presence of
the President’s son, Uday, as 2 deputy director of
115,

As the senior service in Irag since the Ba'th Party
assumed political power in 1969, the 115 coorclinal-
ed and supervised the Divectorate of Military Intel-
ligence (DMI) and the Directorate General of Secu-
rity (DGS) unlt early 1985 when the DMI wus
brought into closer conluct with the presidential

- office. The 1S relatfonship with the DMI ‘during

muelt of the 1970s was embroiled in the palitical
muneuvers hetween President Abmad Hasan ul-
Bakr and then Vice Prostlent Saddam Husayn, In
the late 1970s DGI Director Burzan was unpepulur
in the DA due o his altempts to increase his
control over military imtelligence. and he is belfoved
to have been instrumental In the replacerment of the
DMI chief. In early 1953 Barzon fssued o general
instruction to the intelligence survives freezing staff

n
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officer pay and delaylug agent payments, actions
which incrensed discontent within the sepvices,
With the appointment of Barreq as heat of the II5
in 1984 it has been reported that he shares responsl-
bility for mangement of the 115 with the chiel of the
DM, Mahmud Shakir Shahin, thus ensuring betier
interservice coordination, Until 1973 there was 2
-Jurisdictional - problem -between _the. DGI and..the.
DGS. In that year a division of responsibility more
clearly defined their internal securily roles, with the
DGI retaining primaey in connection with Ba'th
Party securfty. As 2 former DGS chief, II§ chief
Barraq s conversant with the DGS, and this should
afford better relations between these services.

There is no evidence that the close liaison refa-
tionship which existed in the early 16705 between
the DG and the Soviet Committes of State Security
(KGB) has continued in recent years. Despite Presl-
dent Saddam Husayn's position as chief of the 115
predecessor organization In 1972 when the 15-year
Traai/Soviet Friendship Treaty was signed and the
1978 bilateral agreement for intelligence and secu-
rity cooperalion was concluded, relations bebween
the two services cosled after the allempted conp by

_DGS_chlef Nazim Qazar in 1973

MORI DocID:

C. Directorate of Military Intelligence
1. FuncHons

‘The Directorate of Military Intefligence (M rchir-
iyat al-Istikhbarat al-"Askariya—DM1) is the orga-
nization responsible for collection of military’ infor-
mation and for security within the military
establishment. Subordinate to the Ministry of De-
fense since the reorganization of the Iraal fntelli-
genee and securnity services community in the wake
of the failings made evident by the Arab-Isracli
War of 1848, the DMI was brought into close
contaet with the presidency in eatly 1985, The
funcifens assigned to the DMT are the following:

s Collects military intelligence abroad includ-
ing technica! research and development in-
formalion ane! political and economic infor-
mation bearing on military capabilities and
intentions.

+ Gathers information abroad on Iraqi political
dissidents and their arganizations.

+ Supports operations abroad to eliminote po-
litieal dissidents oppesiag the regime,

s Conducts counteresplonage aperations.

« Investigates evidence of subverslon (n the
military forces and seeks to ensure political
lovalty. -

« Handles internul seeurity investigations In
the military and in these civillan activities
tovolving the military.

« Maintains liaison with and moenitors the ac-
Hvities and contacts of forelgn military alla-
ches in Traq.

DM officers are assigned ubread as military attu-
——

[:LI‘:_WM
they are assigned 1o W utions and organi-

zatlons throughout the country.
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2. Qrganization The serviee is divided mle Tenr main departments

as shown in Fimwe 4 The oxternud intelligence
The DML is secondury in importance to the raqt department Is respensihle for overseus informution
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thority to investigate cases invalving civilians which
affect the military. These latter investigutions are
undestaken in coordination with the DGS, and the
DMI usually takes a subordinate role. The depart-
ment has offices in major Iragi towns. These offices
have direct communications with DMI heaclquar-
ters in Baghdad, thus bypassing local military com-
manders. One of the DMI's internal duties, in fact,

{s t repoft ofi the-lotal commranders; What is-

known as the 6th branch deals with foreign military
sttaches in Iraq. It is an office under the direct
suparvision of the DMI Director. Besides monitor-
ing the contacts and activities of the military atta-
ches, members of this branch try to elicit informa-
tion from the attaches. Alto reported to exist Is a
special component of the DMI for the intecrogation
of prisoners -f war, a task which has became
increasingly important during the course of the
Iran-Iraq War., .

The technical affaivs department hendles staff

coramunications,

echnical SUDPOIE dutles, The administrative depart-
ment deals with personnel, logisties, finance, and
ather support work. In 1982 it was estimated thal
there were upwards to 1,000 members, not inchid-
ing informants, in the DML This fgure it probably
considerably higher in 1085 and Is judged to ep-
proximate 3,000.

3, Administrative practices

Selection of staff personnel for the DMI is largely
from the military services. Candidates are also
clviltans with education abroad and experience in

after completing courses at the military intelligence
schoal,

Training has also been provided to DMI officers at
facilities alroad, and foreign instructars have pacticl-
pated in tialning programs in Iraq. According to one
of the four terms of an agreement in 1973 between
Iraq and the Soviet Union the Soviels agreed o

_brovide training Yo Iraqi persannel engaged in securi-

ty work. In 1976 3 document “éntitled Strategle

Intelligenve Waork Plan was prepared, apparenily
under Soviet directinn, confirming the general terms
of the 1978 agreemnent. The work plan, which was
signed by the Director of the DMI, stipulsted intelli-
gence collection objectives and showed that the PMI
had benefited from Soviet intellizence training. Sovi-
et training conducted in Iraq consisted of six-week
courses in general tradecralt and included officers
from the DGI along with the majority of DMI
students. Training in the Soviet Unlon consisted of
caurses lasting from two to six months, with thirty to
forly students in each course, Participants were from
the DGI and the DGS in addition to the DML Soviet
training dropped off in the late 1670s as relations

with Irag became stralned)|

forelgn affairs. l
IIn 1983 the milifary

intelligence school condiicted two courses each vear,
with about fifty students In each course. Most of the
students were selected from among graduates of the
militery college and from those recommended by
military unit commanders, The training included
genera] intelligence subjects in the operational, ad-
ministrative and technical felds, plus language
instruction in Hebrew and Forsl, DM! officers were
scheduled to recelve refresher and advanced intelll-
gence courses every two years. Additionally, seme
DMI officers in 1983 reccived tralning at the
Directorate General of Intelligence (DGD) school

4

The DMI is generally reputed to be an effective
organization. It underwent criticisi, however, in
the early period of the Iran-Irac War for underesti-
mating [ranfan capabilities and intentions and for
restricting distribution of military Intelligence, de-
nying its availabllity to components which had a
need for it.

I il
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 In early 1985 the DM was Drought Toto closer

contact with the presidency. The chlef of the DMI
" reports to the presidential secretary: for informaltion.
This change has removed the direclorate from !
subordination ta the Ireqi Intelligence Service {IIS),
an arrangement which existed more or less continu-
ously since emergence of the II5' predecessor arga-
nization in the late 1960s. Until the change the chief
of the DMI reported to the 1S _chief who was
Functionafly responsible for all Iragi intelligence
activity and who In the period 1979-1983 was
Barzan al-Tikriti, balf hrother of the President.

roa

DMI representatives work independently of the [1S
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vas only partially successful. Following the at-
empled coup in 1973 by DGS chisf Nazim Qazar
he DGS was temporarily removed From subording-
on lo the Minister of Interlor and placed under the
irect supervision of Fresident -Ahmad Hasan al-
akr. Now again subordinate to the Ministry of
ntetior, the DGS nevertheless is a junior service to

.ind works_ in_clese coordination with_the Iragi

ntelligence Service. The functions assigned lo the
DGS are the following:

» Monitors domestic opposition groups, ethnic
minorities, members of former reaimes, and
religious elements.

s Surveils the activities and cantacts of {oreign
diplomats and other foreigners residing in or
visiting Iraq.

» Conducts counterintelligence cdperations
against foreign intelligence services.

* Monitors and censors the communications
channels including mail, telephones, tele-
grams, radio and telex messages.

+ Assists in the protection of regime lenders.

+ Monitors domestic and foreign media and
* broadrasts.

» Patrols points of entry to Iraq and border
areas.

+ Monitors the economy for evidence of illegal

currency and blackmarket activities.

D. Directorate General of Security
1. Functions

The Directorate General of Security (Mudiriyat
al-Amn al-'Amma—DG5) is responsible for internal
securlty, primarily in the civil sector. After the DGS
became a subordinate directorate of the Minlstry of
Interlor in 1657 its functions included immigration,
nationality, residence and passport affairs, These
funetions were removed from the DGS In 1967
when the separate Directorate of Natlonality was
created. In the early 1970s there were perlods of
overlapping jurisdiction between the DGS and the
Public Relations Bureau {PRB). DG5S personinel per-
formed much of the greundwork for PRB opera-
tions involved In domestic security activities, essen-
tially of a politleal mature. An effort In 1973 to
clearly delineate the jurivlotion of the two services

16

¢ Watches Iraqis traveling ahmad, .

¢ Conduets investigations of suspects and
makes arrests.

To sccomplish these functions the DGS has person-

.nel assigned to Baghdad, to regional offices around

the country and to various groups traveling abroad.

2. Organization

The Ministry of Interior is divided into three
directorates-general: police, security and nstlonal-

ity, DGS headquarters in Baghdad is located in the

$a'dun sector (see Figure 2 city map) and the chief
of lhe directorate is ‘All Hasan al-Majid, a cousin
of Saddam Husayn. The DGS is divided into

SECPET
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Figuss 5. Directorate Genaral of Security
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trative deperiment handles personne), Brance, lo-  tions. and photography, There are two seeurity
gistics, and Iransportation, The political department depurtments, nne devated to the Baghdad drea and
has stx branches which are responsible for opera-  the other divided into regional offices for the
tlons invelving groups considered possibly subver-  various geagraphic areas and clties In Iraq. There
sive, These inolude Communists, foreigners, dissi-  are no available Egures an the size of the DGS. An
dents, certain religious elernents, members of  estimate of 500 members in 1969 has likely in-
[former Iraqi reglmes, Kurds, and other ethnie na-  creased under the regime of Saddam Husaynand in _ .
tlonalities. There are two additional branches In this ~ view of the Iran-Imgq War. It is judged that there
department, one for investigation and arrests and  are more than 4,000 staf members, not counting
the other for information and archives. The eco-  many informants,
nomic department is primarily concerned with 3. Administ ‘_‘ e
Illegal activities In the fields of curceney exchange, » Administralive practices
smuggling and blackmarket operations. The techni- Older DGS personnel can trace their careers o
cal department provides assistance in electronic service with the Criminal Investigation Division of
Minstry of
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the fraqi Pollce, the DGCS' predecessor. Inducted
into the DGS in 1957, they constituted the service’s
initial complement. In the Jate 1960s an effort was
made to ralse the caliber of new security officers by
a more selectlve recruitment program drawing
upon candidates with more education and better
nualifications. Steps also were taken to improve the
training programs, Officers were initially trained at
-the Iraqi Police-Academy in-Baghdad-in-a-three-
vear course, the curriculum of which consisted of
instruction in criminology, law, and weapons train-
ing. In 1978 after the signing of the Iragi/Soviet
intelligence arid security agreement the Soviets and
several Eastern European countries, specifically
East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yuge-
slavia, becamne increasingly Involved in the training
of DGS personnel, both in courses given in the
USSR and Eastern Europe and in instruction in
Iraq. This instruction was considered to be good,
and the DGS came to resemble many aspects of
Soviet state securitv.l

Sinca the second year of the Iran-Iraq War, in
early 1982, when Iraqgi casuslties increased dramati-
cally, & career in the securlty services, especially the
DGS, became an attractive option for young Iragi
males of draft aga seeking military deferments, In
jate 1983 and early 1984 acute miltary personnel
shortages resulted from the combined effects of
battlefield attrition and the quantum expansion of
the ground forces. As a result there were several
recruitment drives aimed at the DGS and WS, snd
on more than one oceaslon entire battalions of
police/security personnel were formed and sent to
the al-Basrah front in expectation of major Tranian
attacks. Some of these units sustained falrly heavy
casualties, being lightly armed and poorly trained,
and this reportedly has dried up some of the public
zeal for seeurity service employment.

4 capacity to hendle data on two miilion persons
may have been intended for use by the DGS in
cooperation with the IIS,

Salaries of DGS personnel approximate the Squive-
lent ranks In the military service. The 1983 Imaqi
negotiations to buy a computer records system with

18

The DGS is supported in [ts security operations
and can draw upon the assistance of the other two
directorates of tha Ministry.of Interior, the Direc-
torate General of Police and the Directorate Gener-
al of Nationality. &
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The DGS relationship with the IIS and its prede-
cessors has essentially been one of subordination
since the Public Relations Bureau of the Ba'th Party
assumed the role in 1969 of coordinator of intelli-
gence and security activities. In 1978 a clearer
definition of their respective roles n domestic
operations was sgreed upon and the PRE/DGI
becama less active in internal securlty except for
matters pertaining to the Ba'th Party. After the
coup attemnpt by DGS chief Nazim Qazar in 1978
selected personnel were purged and control was
tightened over the service which was removed from
Ministry of Interlor jurisdiction apd temporaxily
placed under direct presidential supervision. Coop-
eration between the IIS and the DGS nevertheless

WA

E. Key personalities
Sa'dun Shakir Mahmud al-Tikriti

Minster of Interior since 1979, Sa'dun Shakir was
chief of the Directorate General of Intelligence
(PGI} from 1073 to 1977. During 1977 he was
Minister of State. Since 1977 he has been a member
of the Regional Command, the Ba'th Party’s ruling
body, and has also been a member of the Hevolu-
tionary Command Couneil, Irag’s highest executive
and legislative body.

Shakir has been involved in Ba'th Party security
activities for over two decades. In the early 1970she
succeeded Saddam Husayn as chief of the party's
security organ, the Publie Relations Bureau, the

predecessor of the DGL |

has bean close

chiel Fzdll a .
DGS, is convarsant with DGS procedures and per-
sonnel, and this should facilitate coordination. Re-
garding the relationship of the DGS with the DMJ,
the latter is active in military securlty and investi-
gates ~ases Involving civillans which affect the
military. The two services work closely in the
internal security field, with the DMI usually taking
a subordinate role.

He was born in 1989, is a law school graduate and
Is tribally related to the President, in whose confi-
dence and political inner cirele he has been since
the mid-1960s.

Fadil al-Barraq Husayn al-Tikriti

Fadil al-Barraq has been chief of the Iragi Intelli-
gence Service (115} since January 1984, Early in his
intelligence and security career he worked In the
DGI's predecessor organization, the Public Rels-
tions Bureau of the Ba'th Party. He s a former chief
of the Directorate General of Security.

Born in about 1946, Barraq attended Iraq's mil-
tary college but was expelled for political activity.
Nevertheless after the coup In 1968 he was givena
military commission and was appointed aide-de-
camp to President Ahmed Hasan al-Bakr. In 1960
he was assigned as assistant military attache to
Moscow where he learned Russfan and did ad-
vanced academic work In history, earning a doctor-
ate, He has written several books and srticles on

-Internal security problems.

Barraq is 2 friend of Minister of Interior Sa‘dun
Shakir and is related to Saddam Husayn.

Muhmud Skskir Shahin

Major General Muhmud Shakir Shahin has been
chief of the Directorate of Military Intelligence

11
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since mid-1983. In Iate 1983 he was on a four-man
committee which temporarily directed the Direc-
torate General of Intelligence unti! the appointment
of Fadil al-Barraq.

Shehin, a Shi's, participated in the revolution of
July 1968 which led to assumption of power by the
Ba'th Party; he is 2 leading member of the party,
He is.a professional militaryofficer and a graduate
of the French milltary staff college, One of the
more suecessful fAeld commanders of the Irag-Iran
War, he has a reputation for bein telli-
gent, industrious and an effielent officerFes said
to be close to Minister of Defense ‘Adnari
Khayrsllah.

Ali Hasan al-Majid

Prior to his appointment in early 1984 as chief of
the Directorate General of Security, Majld served as
chief of the secretarfat of the Ba'th Party Reglonal
Command and as a member of the party’s military
bureau.

A cousin of Saddarn Husayn, and friend since
childhood of Minlster of Defense Khayrallah, Majid
was & noncormmissioned officer bafore the coup of
1968 and {s reported to have been & member of the
Iraqi Communist Party in his youth. One of his bwo
wives is the daughter of former President al-Dakr.

In 1980 Majld's name first appeared when he was
identified as president of the fraq/USA friendship
society and later that vear when he led a Ba'th
Party delegation to the People's Republic of China,
In 1982, as a semfor official in the Directorate
CGenetal of Intelligence, he chaired sessions of an
interservice security commlittee.

Uday Saddam Husayn

In September 1983 Uday Saddam Husyan was
appointed by his father as deputy chief of the
Directorate General of Intelligence (DGI), then

under Barzan al-Tiksiti. Shortly thereafter Barzan
was removed from his position and replaced by
Hisham Sabah al-Fakhrl, Uday then Functioned as
assistant to General Fakhri, reporting to his father
on progress within the DGI in purging Barzan
adherents, In December 1083 Uday was made
coordinator within the DGI of the various intelli-
gence gerviggs.

Born in 1684 Uday, the eldest son of the Prest-
dent, was a first year engineering student at the
University of Baghdad in 1983, and he divided his
time between his studies and work at the DGI. Prior
to entering the aniversity he is sald to have joined
the Ba'th Party. He visited the United States in mid-~
1882 with the title of Counselor of the Ministey of
Forelgn Affairs. He is desoribed os spoiled and
troublesome,

Husayn Kamal al-Majid

Husayn Kamal al-Majid, a cousin of Saddam
Husyan and member of the presidential guard, was
appointed head of the palace-based presidential
security organ when [t was set up in 1983. In the fal)

of 1983 he married the President's eldest daughter. .

The marrlage was a factor in the dismissal of
Barzan al-Tikriti from the position of chisf of the
Directorate General of Intelligence (DGI). Majid's
presidential guards participated In surrounding DGI
headquarters and in Barzan's arrest,

Born In 1958, Msjid is viewed as one of the
President’s two watchdogs, along with Saddam’s son

Uday, over the Iraqi intelligence and security ser-

vices.
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esearch for this survey was

essentially completed in May 1985,



