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GOVERNMENT
FILL AGENTS TRACING LINKAGE OF ENVOY TO CIA OPERATIVE EXHIBIT
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WASHINGTON DC FBI AGENTS INVESTIGATING THE DISCLOSURE OF CIA OFFICERS IDENTITY HAVE BEGUN

BY EXAMINING EVENTS IN THE MONTH BEFORE THE LEAK WHEN THE CIA THE WHITE HOUSE AND VICE PRESIDENT

CHENEYS OFFICE FIRST WEREASKED ABOUT FORMER AMBASSADOR JOSEPH WILSON IVS CIASPONSORED TRIP TO

NIGER ACCORDING TO SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH THE PROBE

THE NAME OF WILSONS WIFE VALERIE PLAINE CLANDESTINE CASE OFFICER WAS REVEALED IN JULY 14 COLUMN

BY ROBERT NOVAK THAT QUOTED TWO UNIDENTIFIED SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS IN THEIR INTERVIEWS

AGENTS ARE ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT EVENTS GOING BACK TO AT LEAST EARLY JUNE THE SOURCES SAID THAT

INDICATES INVESTIGATORS ARE EXAMINING NOT JUST WHOPASSED THE INFORMATION TO NOVAK AND OTHER REPORTERS

BUT ALSO HOWPLAMES NAMEMAY HAVE FIRST BECOME LINKED WITH WILSON AND HIS MISSION WHODID IT AND

HOWTHE INFORMATION MADE ITS WAY AROUNDTHE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION SOURCES SAID THEY BELIEVE

THE OFFICIALS WHODISCUSSED PLAME WERE NOT TRYING TO EXPOSE HER BUT WEREUSING THE INFORMATION AS TOOL

TO TRY TO PERSUADE REPNRT TN IGNORE WILSON THE OFFICIALS WANTED TO CONVINCE THE REPORTERS THAT HE HAD

BENEFITED FROMNEPOTISM IN BEING CHOSENFOR THE MISSION

WHATSTARTED AS POLITICAL GOSSIP AND DAMAGE CONTROL HAS BECOME MAJOR CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION THAT HAS

ALREADY HARMED THEADMINISTRATION AND COULD BE PROBLEM FOR PRESIDENT BUSH FOR MONTHS TO COME ONE
REASON INVESTIGATORS ARE LOOKING BACK IS THAT EVEN BEFORE NOVAKS COHUNN ENT OFFICIALS

HAD BEEN TRYING FOR MORE THAN MNNTH TN CONVINCE JOUM ISTS ILSON MISSION WAS NOT AS

IMPORTANT AS IT WASBEING PORTRAYED WILSON CONCLUDED DURING THE 2002 MISSION THAT THERE WAS NO SOLID

EVIDENCE FOR THE ADMINISTRATIONS ASSERTION THAT IRAQ WAS TRYING TO ACQUIRE URANIUM IN NIGER TO DEVELOP

NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND HE ANGERED THE WHITE HOUSE WHENHE BECAME AN OUTSPOKEN CRITIC OF THE WAR THE

FBI IS TRYING TO DETERMINE WHENWHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS AND MEMBERS OF THE VICE PRESIDENTS STAFF FIRST

FOCUSED ON WILSON AND LEARNED ABOUT HIS WIFES EMPLOYMENT AT THE AGENCY

ONE GROUP THAT MAY HAVE KNOWNOFTHE CONNECTION BEFORE THAT TIME IS THE HANDFUL OF CIA OFFICERS

DETAILED TO THE WHITE HOUSE WHERE THEY WORK PRIMARILY THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF

FORMER NSC STAFF MEMBERSAID ONE OR MORE OF THOSE OFFICERS MAY HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE PLAMEWILSON

RELATIONSHIP WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY SCOTT MCCLELLAN SAID IN RESPONSE TO QUERY FOR THIS ARTICLE

THINK IT WOULD BE COUNTEIPRODUCTIVE DURING AN ONGOING INVESTIGATION FOR METO CHASE RUMORS AND

SPECULATION THE PRESIDENT HAS DIRECTED THE WHITE HOUSE TO COOPERATE FULLY AND THAT IS EXACTLY WHATWE

ARE DOING INVESTIGATORS ARE TRYING TO ESTABLISH THE CHAIN OF EVENTS LEADING TO THE LEAK BECAUSE FOR

SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION UNDER THE LAW PROHIBITING UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE OF COVERT US OFFICERS

NAME THE DISCLOSURE MUST HAVE BEEN INTENTIONAL THE ACCUSED MUST HAVE KNOWNTHE PERSON WAS COVERT

OFFICER AND THE IDENTITY MUST NOT HAVE BEEN DISCLOSED EARLIER

THE FIRST PUBLIC MENTION OF WILSONS MISSION TO NIGER ALBEIT WITHOUT IDENTIFYING HIM BY NAME WAS IN

THE NEW YORK TIMES ON MAY IN COLUMN BY NICHOLAS KRISTOF KRISTOF HAD BEEN ON PANEL WITH

WILSON FOUR DAYS EARLIER WHENTHE FORMER AMBASSADOR SAID STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SHOULD KNOW
BETTER THAN TO SAY THE UNITED STATES HAD BEEN DUPED BY FORGED DOCUMENTS THAT ALLEGEDLY HAD PROVED

DEAL FOR THE URANIUM HAD BEEN IN THE WORKSBETWEEN IRAQ AND NIGER WILSON SAID HE TOLD KRISTOF ABOUT

HIS TRIP TO NIGER ON THE CONDITION THAT KRISTOF MUST KEEP HIS NAME OUT OF THE COLUMN WHENTHE COLUMN

APPEARED IT CREATED LITTLE PUBLIC STIR THOUGH IT SET NUMBER OF REPORTERS ON THE TRAIL OF THE ANONYMOUS
FORMER AMBASSADOR KRISTOF CONFIRMED THAT ACCOUNT THE COLUMN MENTIONED THE ALLEGED ROLE OF THE VICE

PRESIDENTS OFFICE FOR THE FIRST TIME

THAT WAS WHEN CHENCY AIDES BECAME AWARE OF WILSONS MISSION AND THEY BEGAN ASKINO ABOUT
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HIM WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT ACCORDING TO AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL IN THE MEANTIME WILSON WAS

PRESSING HIS CASE HE BRIEFED TWO CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES CONDUCTING INQUIRIES INTO WHYTHE DRESIDENT

HAD MENTIONED THE URANIUM ALLEGATION IN HIS JAN 28 STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS HE ALSO BEGAN MAKING

FRET TELCVISION APPEARANCES IN EARLY JUNE WILSON TOLD HIS STORY TO HE WASIUINGTON POST ON THE

CONDITION THAT HIS NAMEBE WITHHELD ON JUNE 12 THE POST PUBLISHED MORECOMPLETE ACCOUNT THAN

KRISTOFS OF WILSONS TRIP WILSON HAS NOWGIVEN PENNISSION TO THE POST TO IDENTIFY HIM AS ONE SOURCE

FOR THAT ARTICLE BY THAT TIME OFFICIALS IN THE WHITE HOUSE CHENEYS OFFICE THE CIA AND THE STATE

DEPARTMENT WERE FAMILIAR WITH WILSON AND HIS MISSION TO NIGER

STARTING THAT WEEK THE OFFICIALS REPEATEDLY PLAYED DOWNTHE IMPORTANCE OF WILSONS TRIP AND ITS FINDINGS

SAYING IT HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED WITHIN THE CIAS NONPROLIFERATION SECTION AT LOW LEVEL WITHOUT REQUIRING

THE APPROVAL OF SENIOR AGENCY OFFICIALS NO ONE BROUGHT UP WILSONS WIFE AND HER EMPLOYMENT AT THE

AGENCY WAS NOT KNOWNAT THE TIME THE ARTICLE WAS PUBLISHED WILSONS ORAL REPORT TO CIA OFFICER HAD

BEEN TURNED INTO ROUTINE ONEANDAHALF PAGE CIA INTELLIGENCE MEMOTO THE WHITE HOUSE AND OTHER

AGENCIES BY TRADITION HIS IDENTITY AS THE SOURCEEVEN THOUGH HE WENTUNDER THE AUSPICES OFTHE CIA

WAS NOT DISCLOSED THIS GENT MADE VISIT TO THE REGION AND CHATTED UP HIS FRIENDS SENIOR INTELLIGENCE

OFFICIAL SAID LAST JUNE IN DESCRIBING THE AGENCYS VIEW OF THE MISSION

REGARDING THE ALLEGATION ABOUT IRAQ SEEKING URANIUM THE OFFICIAL SAID HE RELAYED BACK TO US THAT TBEY

SAID IT WAS NOT TRUE AND THAT HE BELIEVED THEM THE POST ARTICLE GENERATED LITTLE PUBLIC RESPONSE BUT

BEHIND THE SCENES BUSH OFFICIALS WERECONCERNED AFTER THE JUNE STORY LOT OFPEOPLE IN GOVERNMENT

WERESCURRYING AROUNDASKING WHO IS THIS ENVOY AND WHY IS HE SAYING THESE THINGS SENIOR

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID WILSON SAID HE ATTEMPTED TO INCREASE PRESSURE ON THE WHITE HOUSE THE DAY

AFTER THE JUNE 12 ARTICLE WASPUBLISHED BY CALLING SOME PRESENT AND FORMER SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS

WHOKNOWNATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER CONDOLEEZZA RICE HE WANTED THEM TO TELL RICE THAT SHE WAS WRONG

IN HER COMMENTON NBCS MEET THE PRESS ON JUNE THAT THERE MAY BE SOME INTELLIGENCE IN THE BOWELS

OFTHE AGENCY BUT THAT NO ONE AROUND HER HAD ANY DOUBTS ABOUT THE URANIUM STORY

WILSON SAID THOSE OFFICIALS TOLD HIM RICE WAS NOT INTERESTED AND HE SHOULD PUBLISH HIS STORY IN HIS OWN

NAME IF HE WANTED TO ATTRACT ATTENTION ON JULY WILSON WENTPUBLIC IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE

POST WILSON ACCUSED THE ADMINISTRATION OF MISREPRESENTING THE FACTS ONAN ISSUE THAT WAS FUNDAMENTAL

JUSTIFICATION FOR GOING TO WARIN AN OPINION ARTICLE THE SAME DAY IN THE NEWYORK TIMES HE WROTE THAT

SOME OFTHE INTELLIGENCE RELATED TO IRAQS NUCLEAR WEAPONSPROGRAMWAS TWISTED TO EXAGGERATE THE IRAQI

THREAT ON MEET THE PRESS THAT DAY WILSON SAID EITHER THE ADMINISTRATION HAS SOME INFORMATION THAT

IT HAS NOT SHARED WITH THE PUBLIC OR YES THEY WEREUSING THE SELECTIVE USE OF FACTS AND INTELLIGENCE TO

BOLSTER DECISION IN THE CASE THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE DECISION THAT HAD BEEN MADETO GOWARON

JULY THE WHITE HOUSE ADMITTED IT HAD BEEN MISTAKE TO INCLUDE THE 16 WORDSABOUT URANIUM IN BUSHS

STATE OFTHE UNION SPEECH

FOUR DAYS LATER WITH THE CONTROVERSY DOMINATING THE AIRWAVES AND DROWNING OUT THE MESSAGES BUSH

INTENDED TO SEND DURING HIS TRIP IN AFRICA CIA DIRECTOR GEORGE TENET TOOK PUBLIC BLAME FOR FALLING TO

HAVE THE SENTENCE REMOVED THAT SAME WEEKTWO TOP WHITE HOUSE PLARNES IDENTITY

SE SOURCE RATED ON THE CONVERSATIE THAT OFFICIALS BROUGHT UP LAME

AS PART OF THEIR BROADER CASE AGAINST WILSON WAS UNSOLICITED THE SOURCE SAID WERENUS ING

USED EVERYTHING THEY HAD NOVAK HAS SAID HE BEGAN INTERVIEWING BUSH OFFICIALS ABOUT

WILSON SHORTLY AFTER JULY ASKING WHY SUCH AN OUTSPOKEN BUSH POLICY CRITIC WAS PICKED FOR THE NIGER

MISSION

NOVAK REPORTED THAT WILSON WIFE WORKED AT THE CIA ONWEAPONSOF MASS DESTRUCTION AND THAT SHE WAS

THE PERSONWHO SUGGESTED WILSON FOR THE JOB OFFICIALS HAVE SAID WILSON FORMER AMBASSADOR TO

GABONAND NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SENIOR DIRECTOR FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS WASNOT CHOSEN BECAUSE OF HIS

WIFE ON JULY 12 TWO DAYS BEFORE NOYAK WAS TOLD BY AN ADMINISTRATION

OFFICIAL I1 ILIEW ITE HOUSE HAD RIOT PAID ATTENTION TO THE OR TRIP TO
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NIGER BECAUSE IT WAS SETUP AS BOONDO LE HIS AL ST WITH THE ENCY WORKING ON

WEAPONS MASS ESTRUCTION PLARNES NAMEWAS NEVER MENTIONED AND THE P1IRPO OF ISCIOSURE DID

NOT APPEAR TO BE TO GENERATE AN ARTICLE BUT RATHER TO UNDERMINE WILSONS REPORT

AFTER NOVAKS COLUMN APPEARED SEVERAL HIGHPROFILE REPORTERS TOLD WILSON THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED CALLS

FROM WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALSDRAWING ATTENTION TO HIS WIFES ROLE ANDREA MITCHELL OF NBC NEWSSAID SHE

RECEIVED ONE OF THOSE CALLS WILSON SAID ANOTHER REPORTER CALLED KV HAD JUST

HUNG UP WITH BUSHS SENIOR ADVISER KARL ROVE THE REPORTER QUOTED ROVE AS DESCRIBING WILSONS WIFE

FAIR GAME WILSON SAID NEWSWEEKHAS IDENTIFIED THAT REPORTER AS MSNBC TELEVISION HOST CHRIS

SPOKESPEOPLE SAID MATTHEWS WAS UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMEJIT MCCLELLAII
SPOKES HAS DENIED THAT ROVE WAS INVOLVED IN LEAKING CLASSIFIED MATERIAL BUT HAS REFUSED TO DISCUSS

THE POSSIBILITY OF CAMPAIGN TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE REVELATIONS IN NOVAKS COLUMN

ON JULY 17 THE THAT AOVERNMENTOFFICIALS HAVE NOTED TO TIME

IN INTERVIEWS AS WELL AS TO SYNDICATED COLUMNIST ROBERT NOVAK THAT WILSON PLAME IS

CIAO OMOMORS CTION ONJULY 22 WILSON

APPEARED ON NBCS TODAY SHOW AND SAID THAT DISCROSING THE NAME OF US INTELLIGENCE OFFICER WOULD

BE BREACH OFNATIOI SECURITY COULD COMPROMISE THAT OFFICERS ENTIRE NETWORK OFCONTACTS AND COULD

BE VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW WILSON SAID THAT BROUGHT AN IMMEDIATE HALT TO THE REPORTS HE HAD BEEN

GETTINGOF ANONYMOUS ATTACKS ON HIM BY WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS AN ADMINISTRATION SOURCE SAID ONE OF

THE GREATEST MYSTERIES IN ALL THIS IS WHAT WAS REALLY THE RATIONALE FOR DOING IT AND DOING IT THIS WAY
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