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SUBJECTs SIND=-SOVIET MILITARY BALANCE

L+ SwIg5 DCM ROSS] (PROTECT I, WHO HAS FREQUENT CONTACT WITH
CHINESE EMBASSY: TOLD EMBOFF MAR 24 THAT IN RECENT CONVERGATICN
CHINESE DCHM EXPRESSED cONCERN OVER NUMBERS OF SOVIET TRODPS AND
MILITARY EQUIPMENT ON CHINESE BDRDERS: ACCORDING CHINESE DCMe»
CPR MAS EMOUGH MEDIUM RaMNGE. MISSILES TO DESTROY ALL MAJOR SQVIET
INSTALLATIONS 1IN SIRERIA BUYT DOES NOT YET HAVE CAPABILITY OF
REACHINE FURJPEAN SECTION OF USSR. WITHIN THREE YEARSs HOWEVER»
CHINESE EXPECT TD Have LONG RANGE MISSILES ARLE TO REACH MOSCOW.
THiIS WrlLL FUNCAMENTALLY ALTER THE STRATEGIC pPICTURE. CHKINESE MOW
ESTI~ATE THAY THERE 1S STANDOFF BETWEEN SOVIET UNION AND CHiNA
IN TERES OF ABILITY EACH SIDE TC NEUTRAL[IZE CONVENTIQNAL ATTACK
BY DTHER =« 1.E« SOVIETE HAVE WEAPOKS CAaFARLE OF OFFSETTING
CHINESEF NUMERICAL SUPERICRITY WHILE CHINESE HaAVE DEFENSE IN
DEPTE THAT CAM ABSORE SOVIET ATTACK.

2e WE CANNOT EVALUATE arCURACY OF AROVE IWNFORMATION, WeiCH LEAVES
UNCLFAR EXTERT TO WHICW CHINESE CONCERWN OVER SOVIET pAUILDU®R ON
BAORDER MaAY BE MDOERATED 8Y FSTIMATEn EXISTEINCE OF STANDOFF N
CONVENTIOMAL OFFENSIVE CAFPABILITIES.
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