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IX. REPORT TG LONDOH

Roasevell arrived in London the afternoon of 25 August,
He had been smuggled out of Tehran i Maval Attache Erie
Pollard'a plane and ploked up by o Hilitary Air Transpart
Service (MATS) plane (the pllot and crew of which ware not
aware of his ddentliy} at Bahrein. In London Roosevelt wasg
met by Firth and taken to sesc HMaj. General J. Alexander
Singlalir and others in SIS that evening. From the vary
beginning it was made plain to him thﬁﬁ 8IS was prateful '
not only beecauge of the success of the operation per =&, hut
bacause of the effect Llts success had already had and would
continue to have upon §IS's reputatlon and relatilons with
Lts superiorz. Tn turn he axpressed pratlitude for the fine
support the station had recelvad and recognition of tha fact
that such weaknesses as bad existed in the support given us
ware attributable to the pauglty of reporting from Tehran,
which had resulted in a Jjustifiable lack of hope hoth in
London and Washington. Roosevelt went to soms pains to
axplain the reason for the leck of reporting. He pointed
out thet if they had simply ra@nr;ed what they were dolng,
Londog and Waghinghen would have fhought they were arazny
and told them to etop immediately; if they had reporied

the reacons why they felt justified in ta?ing gsurch action
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they would have had no time fo take action; accordingly,
thay Tollowsd the third course whloch was Lo act, and repartfx
practicelly nothing. Thils decislon was tnitlally made on
the assumption thai thﬁyuhaﬂ very little moare to loge by
following up the last hopes, and everythlag to win., As
the hours passed, evidence that the actiocn bad great hopes
of succass increaded rapidly, but they still had no time
or energy to prepare and pregent the avidancs., Sloclair
and members of hig staff sald that they fully undersiood
the sltuation and were glad that Roosevell had taken what
wag in their oplonion the best and mast constructive doci-
#lon. Wa all recognized, howavar, that 1f the outcome

had been different, i substamtirliy different attitude
foward that actlon might have bhean found ln many guarters.
ginelalyr commented that 1t was reaaénitiﬂn of the proba-
bility that such gravo decisions weuld have to be taken
speadlly and eould only be taken ip the Fflald that had led
him to regquest the appointment of a comblned theatra com-
mander. He zlso requﬁstéd that in Roosgsevelit's briefing
of @enlor members of the British Forelgn Office he should
emphasize this sspect of the siory. Tha followlng days
Roocevelt did so, and, without exceptloa, from Churchill
through Lord Salisbury all down the ling, the decision

tnlkean Ln Tehran was enthusliastically gndorsed. (Sir Winston
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nade reference to Lord Helson's blind aya. )
On 26 August Rnusavalt was shepherded through a round
of appointments at the Forelgn Office by the Foreign Office
reprosentative attached to 818. He firat saw Sir (Reglnald)
James Howker (Byroade's British opposite pher-~-responsible
for NEA) and two members of his stafl, and gave them an
agoount of developments and the peychologleal climate 1in
Iran, without glving mueh L the way of operational detail.
He got the lmpresslon that 518 was glad o take adventage of
any opportunity of selling themselves to this lavel of the
Foroign Office. It appeared that thelr relationships, =t
l&mét in this arvea, were nelther close nor gordial at this
jevel. Later in the morning he gpent ap hour wlone with
the Acting Foreign Secreiary, tord Salisbury. As reguested
by Sinelalr, noogevall gave Lﬂ%ﬁ Salisbury the full treat-
wment, and he appearad to be sheclutely fascinated. His
attltude seemed to be very much morse floxible and progresalve
than that of Bowker. He seemed gemuinely znxicus to help
the ﬁaﬂ Iranlan Government and very sonselous of the problems
| which the relatious with the United Eingdon presented to that
government. He recognlazed the importance of immediate short-
term economic aid which wonld produce guick and obvious re-
sults, but remarked that perhaps long-rangs aid could be

worked out with an "oll settlement in wmind."
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Roosevelt reported fully to Salisbury, 2= he had to
Bowker, on the assurances which he had glven on behalf of
Her Malesty's Governmant (HMG) to the Shab and Zohedi.
Salisbury assured him, as did everyoone elap, that thosa
statenents weyre justlifled and properly prasented, that the
Britigh fully appreciated the necesaity of reaching zgree—
ment ok an oll settleoment with the Iran Governwment as
rapldly as possible, and that they were fully preparsd to
do go. |

At 1400 hours Roosevalt was recalved by the Doime
Minister who was in bed at 10 Downlang Street, Thia was
n most touchlng occaslon. The Prime Minimter scomed to
he in bad shape physically. He had great difficulty inp
hearing: cccaslonal difficdlty in articulating; and appar-
ent difffeulty in sesing to his left. In spite of this
he could nof have been more klnd personally nor mors
enthuslastic about the eoperation, He was good snough to
axpress envy of Roosevelt's role and a wish that he had .,
been ‘'some yoars“ yauﬁger and might have Bar#ed under his
command. He repeated the statement that he had already
made te Slnclaly, that 1¥f the success of thie operation
could be maintained it would he the finest gperation sinee
the end of the war. He emphasized his strong feeling that

everything possible to help the now government should he
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done. Eeconomle nid to Irvan should not wait either for
the restorition of diplomatic rolationa with the Britlsh
or for an oll settlemant. He went eo far as to proclaiwm
that if it were necsssary he, himsel?, would provide e<o-
nomle aid to Iran befors the restoration of diplomatic
pelations, aithough he did not explain how this might T
accomplished. Ho commented that the Anglo-Iranian O0il
Company (AIOC) had really "fouled things up” in the past
faw years and that he was detarmined that they should not
ba nllowad té toul things up any furthar., Cur operatlion
had given us a wonderful and unexpected gppartunity which
might change the whole pleture 1 the Kiddle Bast. In
closing he zsked Hoosevelt to tell the President that

he was feeling much better and conld “hang od as long as
may be necagssary.’ He also asked that Roosavalt write to
him after his meeting with the President, and that he keep
ir touch with him in the future.

The Pripe Minister made several references which
indieated thet he regarded SIS as hig service, and that
it was very olose to his heart., Perhaps due to hia
phygical condifion af the time, however, he appesred a blt
hagzy as to Lis Jurisdiction and the distinctlon betwaen
KI=5 and MI~6, HKe wos definltoly hazy an-ﬂinalnir and
upen the American setup. The iniltlals CIA meant nothing
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to him, but he had a vague ldez that Hoosevelt must be
connectad ln zome way with his old friend Bodell Smith.

At the cutset Sineclair had sald that he thought it
might make 2 betiey dmpression if neither he nor any wom-
ber of his service were prasent during Roosevelf'sy reports
to other members of HMG, and although e knew that Rocases
valt was te gee the Prime Minister and the Aeting Foreipn
Secretsry, he suggested only ene exception to this pra-
cedure. He agsked if Roosevelt would have any ﬂbjectinﬁ
to his sitting in on the discussilons with Siv William
Strang, the Permmnent Under Secretary for Foralgn
Affairs. He explained that Strang was the source of hig
political guidance sanpd such acthorlzations as wera reguired
from the Foreign Office, and said that ﬁa wag anxious to
gaee the lmpact of certaln portions of this brlefing upon
Strang. In the gourse of the conversation it bhecams
apparent that the portionm of partlcular imtersst to Sinclair
wag the reason why the station had not veported more fully
from Tehran betwaeen 15 and 19 Awguat. Sinclodr ia not a
demonstrative person, but there wig a definite glov emapst-
ing from him when Strang #ith appirvent heartiness responded
te the explanations, remarking that Roosevelt had done the
only possible thing and that Llp matters of that sort decl-

dlons gould only be macde on the spot, As they came out of
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Strang’'s office, one of Sinclair's staff came up to him
in great glee with a Folder coversd with red ribbons,

gealing wax, and other objets d'anrt. Sinclair told

Reogevelt that this represented approval of a project
on which they had previgusly been turned down by the
Forelgn Office and that this reversal of the Forelgn

Of flece wag due to the syecess 1o Iran.
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