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Source Notes

e ————

The author served in Vietnam from 1963 to 1965, beginning in Da Nang in
a factical intelligence program known as Border Surveillance. After the fall of
the Diem regime, he transferred to Saigon, and working from there launched
the Agency pacification programs in Kien Hoa, Long An, Kien Tuong, Kien
Phong, and Dinh Tuong Provinces. Ending his tour as part of the supervisory
element in Saigon, he left Vietnam familiar with the Station’s programs and
the military and bureaucratic context in which they evolved. |:|

The purposes of the present exercise are, however, not those of memoir,
even for the period of the author’s service, but of history. He has therefore
tried to keep personal experience from excessive intrusion on the narrative,
while acknowledging its influence on the interpretation of archival and inter-
view material. D

This account of rural pacification operations in Vietnam derives primarily
from the testimony of CIA officers who participated in them. The principal
sources for the study have been operational correspondence and interviews
with what is hoped is a representative sample of field case officers and opera-
tions managers. A Vietnamese perspective is provided by the comprehensive
interview with Tran Ngoc Chau. (l:'

Two companion studies to this volume offer some historical context from
the CIA viewpoint: CIA and the House of Ngo: Covert Action in South Viet-
nam, 1954-1963, and CIA and the Generals: Covert Support to Military Gov-
ernment in South Vietnam. Wayne Nelson’s Clandestine Service Historical
Paper (CSHP) 113, “The Saigon Military Mission, June 1954-1956,” October
1970 |:|has been most useful. Volume II of his unpublished study is Edward
Lansdale’s report for the period August 1954 to August 1955. 1

Various published sources have furnished additional context and valuable
supplementary material. Perhaps the single most insightful analysis of the
Victnamese insurgency is Jeffrey Race’s War Comes to Long An (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1972). Douglas Blaufarb’s The Counterinsur-
gency Era: US Doctrine and Performance, 1950-1977 (New York: Free Press,
1977) is an excellent analysis of US reaction to the post-World War 11
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phenomenon of Communist-led revolution in the agrarian former colonies of
Western powers. D

A major contributor to the present effort has been the series of monographs
done by Rand Corporation researchers in the middle and late 1960s. This rep-
resents the most rigorous effort ever undertaken to plumb the reciprocal rela-
tionships of interest and influence among the Saigon government, the Viet
Cong, and the peasantry. Among the most informative pieces in the series are:

* Davison, W.P,, and Zasloff, J.J., “A Profile of Viet Cong Cadres.” Santa
Monica, CA: Rand Corporation, June 1966.

*» Donnell, John C. “Viet Cong Recruitment: Why and How Men Join. Santa
Monica, CA: Rand Corporation, December 1967.

* Pearce, R. Michael. “The Insurgent Environment.” Santa Monica, CA:
Rand Corporation, May 1969.

Of other published sources consulted, the most instructive, in their various
ways, have been:

* Bergerud, Eric M. The Dynamics of Defeat: The Vietnam War in Hau
Nghia Province. Boulder: Westview Press, 1991.

* Bodard, Lucien. The Quicksand War: Prelude to Vietnam. Boston: Little,
Brown and Co., 1967.

¢ Clarke, Jeffrey. Advice and Support: The Final Years. Washington, DC,
Center of Military History, 1988.

« Colby, William E. Lost Victory. Contemporary Books, 1989.

* Cooper, Chester L., et al. The American Experience with Pacification in
Vietnam: An Overview, Volumes I-IIl. Contract Study, Institute for
Detense Analyses, Arlington VA, 1972,

* FitzGerald, Frances. Fire in the Lake. Vintage Books, 1989.

* Herring, George C. America’s Longest War: The United States and Viet-
nam, 1950 — 1975. Second edition. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1986.

* Hunt, Richard A. Pacification: The American Struggle for Vietnam’s
Hearts and Minds. Boulder: Westview Press, 1995.

* Kabin, George McT. Intervention: How America Became Involved in Viet-
nam. Garden City: Anchor Books, 1987. :

* Karnow, Stanley. In Our Image: America’s Empire in the Philippines.
New York: Random House, 1989.

. . Vietnam. A History (Penguin Books, 1984).
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* Kerkvliet, Benedict J. The Huk Rebellion: A Study of Peasant Revolt in
the Philippines. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1977,

* Komer, Robert. Bureaucracy at War: U.S. Performance in the Vietnam
Conflict. Boulder: Westview Press, 1986.

* Lansdale, Edward G. In the Midst of Wars. New York: Harper and Row,
1972.

* De Silva, Peer. Sub Rosa: The Uses of Intelligence. New York: Times
Books, 1978.

* Sheehan, Neil. A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Viet-
nam. New York: Random House, 1988.

* Spector, Ronald H. Advice and Support: The Early Years: The U.S. Army
in Vietnam. Washington, DC: Center of Military History, United States
Army, 19835.

. . After Tet: The Bloodiest Year in Vietnam. Free Press, 1993,

* Thai, Hoang Van, and Quang, Tran Van, eds. History of the People’s Army
of Vietnam, Volume II. Hanoi: Vietnam Military History Institute, Minis-
try of Defense, 1994. (Portions translated by Merle Pribbenow.)

* US Department of Defense. Pentagon Papers: Gravel Edition. Volumes I
and II. Boston: Beacon Press, 1971.

* US Department of State. Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955 —
1957, Volume 1, Vietnam. Washington, DC: US Government Printing
Office, 1985.

. . Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964 — 1968, Vol-
ume I, Vietnam, 1964. Washington, DC: US Government Printing Office,
1992.
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