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SUBJECT: RECENT K!DNAPPING S : SIGNS POIN!' TO 

GOVERNHENT SECURITY FORC ES 

REF : GUATEMALA 1155 

{ C I SUM!'..ARY : THE CIRC\Jl'~TANCES Of 'IWO RECEI~T 
GUATEMALA CITY KIDNAPPL~S CLEARLY SUGGEST THEY 
WERE PERPETRATED BY GOVERNliENT SECURITY PORCES . 
fN ONE CASE THE YOUNG v~CTIM NAS SEIZED .BY AN 
ARMED GROU? IN ~NO CARS FROM ONE OF THE CITY 'S 
Ml\IN SHOPPING C ENTERS, · WH ILE NATIONAL POLICE 
STOOD IDLY BY. IN THE SECOND, MORE FLAGRANT 
CASE. THE VICTIM WAS CARRIED OUT ON A STRETCHER 
l"ROM A HOSPI TAL BY TEN ARMED MEN NIT¥. A BOTTLE 
OF !NTRAVEI~OUS FLUID STILL DRIPPING INTO HIS ARM. 
HE WAS IN THE EMERGENCY ROOM ABOUT TO UNDERGO 
SURGERY FOR THE REMOVAL OF BULLETS RECEIVED 
E/IRLIER IN THE DAY FROM AN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT . 
HE WAS THE ONE REMl\lNING MEMBER Of A FAMILY OF FOUR. 
HIS MOTHER AND TWO SIBL INGS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
~ 
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Ai!DtiC'rED FROM THEIR HOME BY .>.RMED MEN OVER A 
YEAR AGO IN A CASE ONIVERSALLY ATTRIBUTED TO 
GOVERNMENT SECUR ITY FORCES . HIS MOTHER I~AS .\N 
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• 
A SUS PECTED HOTBED OF SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY. THESE NE\•1 
SHOCKING ABDUCTIONS I~1DICATE THAT THE COG SECUR ITY 
FORCES ~/ILL STRIKE 11:-fENEVER THERE IS A TARGET OF 
H!POR'I'ANC:: . THE SEPAAATE MESSAGE ON ABDUCTIONS IN 
?!UEHUETEJ\ANOO INDICATES THAT T'dE GOG ARMY ~/ILL CO 
LIKEWISE. \•IE MUST COME TO SOME RESOLUTION IN POLICY 
TERNS . EITHER · l~E CAN OVERLOOK THE RECORD AND 
EMPHASIZE THE STRATEG I C CONCEPT OR WE C~~ PURSUE A 
HIGHER MORAL PATH. l'iE SIMPLY CANNOT FLIP FLOP BACK 
AND FORTH BETWEEN THE T\~0 POSSIBLE POSITIONS . 
MUDDLING TI'.ROUGH '..JILL SIMPLY GO NOIIIHERE. END S~Y. 

1 . ( U) TEN MEN ARMED ~iiTH SUBMACHINE GUNS AND 
.I>.UTOMATIC RIFLES EliTERED THE ROOSEVELT 
EMERGENCY HOS PITAL I N GUATEHALA CITY ON 
JANUARY 3~ l\ND KIDNAPPED SERGIO VINICIO SAMhYOA 
MORALES, 1\GE 29. SAI<.a,YOA WAS SEIZED AS HE ~lAS 
ABOUT TO BE TAKEN INTO SURGERY TWO HOURS AFTER 
BEING AD!UT'IED TO THE HOSPITAL SUFFERING 
FROM BULLET WOUNDS. HE WAS TAKEN AWAY IN A 
i'lliiTE PANEL TRUCK BY THE KIDNAP?E:RS. 

2. l UI SAM.'I.YOA WAS 1\'(l(JND£0 BY 'IWO ARMED MEN 
AEOUT 4:30 IN THE AFTERNOON OF JANUARY 31, 
ACCORDING TO NE'f/SPA?ER REPORTS, AT HIS PLACE 
OF WORK. HE WAS SHOT FIVE TIMES BY HIS 
ATTACKERS. HOWEVER, THEY FAILED TO KILL HIM 
AND AFTER THEY FLE:O HE 'I'IAS TAKEl·l BY l\MBULA.'ICE 
TO THE =OENCY HOSPITAL IN GRAVE CONDITION . 
CO.!>IBI~FilPIMI 

CONP!DI!:NTI:I'IL 
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3 . (U) 'IWO HOlJRS LA'!J::R, A GROUP OF ARMED MEN 
ENTERED THE HOSPITAL'S EMERGENCY I~ARD. DISARMED 
THB ~10 POLICEI-!EN ON DUTY AND QUESTIONED THE 
DUTY PHYSICIA.~ ABOUT THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE 
GUNSHOT VICTIM . AFTER HE WAS LOCATED IN THE 
PREP ROOM FOR SURGERY, HE l-IAS TAKEN OUT TO 
THE WAITING VEHICLES, ON A STRETCHER ALONG WITH 
THE BOTTL E OF INTR:!'!,'lWQUS FLUID WHICH WAS STILL 
DRIPPING INTO HIS ~1. 

4 . (U) THE SAMAYOA MORALES fAMILY HAS SUFFERED 
FROH S IMILAR VIOLENCE I!/ THE PAST. ON 
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AND ~Q BROTHERS WERE KIDNAPPED BY ARMED MEN 
FROM Tr~ FAMILY RESIDENCE. SERGIO SAMAYOA 
APPARENTLY ESCAPED ABDUCTION AT THAT TIME 
ONLY BECAUSE HE WAS NOT PRESENT AT THE TIME 
OF THE KIDNAPPING . MRS. GRACIEI:.A MORALES 
DE SAKAYOA WORKED AT SAN CARLOS U!U VERISTY . 
THE: KIDNAPPI NG$ HAVE NEVER BEEN SOLVED, BU'T 
GOVERNMENT SECUR ITY FORCES ARE BE:L IEVED 
TO BE RESPONSIBLE. 

5. CCI ON FEBRUARY 1. 1 984 , HECTOR VI LLAGRA.'l 
SM.AZAR C»>E TO THE El1BASSY TO REPORT THE 
J ANUARY 27 ABDUCTI ON OF SON-IN- LAN JORGE 
l>!AURICIO GATICA PAZ. ACCORDING TO MR . 'JILLAGRlll'l, 
HIS DAUGHTER AND SON- IN- LA\; WE.'l'l' TO A LARGE 
SHOPPING C~R TO DO SOME GROCERY SHOPPING 
ON JANUARY 27 . MR. GATICA REMA INED IN THE CAR 
WI TH THE DOG WHI LE HIS WifE \•lENT INTO THE 
S UPERMARKET. WHEN SHE CAM£ OUT OP THE STORE. 

NOTE 9Y OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 

ceN!'IDENTIAI7 

COioll'-B!!!f'P~ 

PAGE 04 

.. 

GUATEM 01154 · ·01 OP 02 0 222262 

-

--

Paqe - 3 

~NClASSifiED 

CHANNt:L: n.ta 5 

• 



C'SIIPIDEN r!f<L 

~-·-P:-r-.i.n_ee_~_' _1_2_'_1_2_1:-l-9_9_7 _ _ oo_c ___ ~ _ _,..._,..,~,..Ati6 ...... "'-..fBELr-ll ... &.._4 _ _ _ c_BANNE _ __ L_•_n_/_a _ _ __ s 

CONFFeEN'i'fA.L-

CONP !OtJ<i'l'lAL .... 
. 

PAGE 01 OUATEM 01154 02 0? 02 022227Z 
!\CTION SS-25 

I NFO ocr-oo coP¥-Ol AOs-oo sso-oo /026 w 
--- - ----- ---------127077 0 22251 Z /62 

0 022216Z FEB 84 
I'M AMEMlll\SS¥ GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9569 

C a N f I D B N p I A-L_SECTION 02 OF 02 GUATEMALA 01154 

EllS IS 

DEPART!-!ENT PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY SHULTZ AND 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARA MOTLEY PROM >JmkSSADOR CHAPIN -. .-£ .0. 12356: DECL : 2 /2/90 
TAOS: POOV, PINS , GT , SHUM 
SUBJBCT: RECENT KIDNAPPINGS : SIGNS POINT TO 

GOWRNMENT SECURITY FORCeS 

Page - 4 

UNGt4SSJFifO 

.. . 

• 



.te Print"d: 12/12/1997 

CAA . HIJSBAt.'D Al>lD IXlG I!AO DISAPPEAR£0. A WI'niESS 
TOLD HER '!'!'.AT HEAVILY AR!iED MEN IN A WHI TE 
PANEL '!'RUCK PULLED UP BEHIND HER CAR, FORCED 
HER HUSBAND LNTO THE TRUCK, AND DEPARTED 
AA?IDLY m BOTH VEHICLES. ALTHOUGH THERE 
\o\'ERE SEVERAL POLICEMEN IN THE PARKING LOT-­
THE SHOPPING CENTER IS ONE OF THE LARGEST IN 
GUATEMALA CITY- - THEY DID NOT INTERVENE AND 
WOULD NOT TELL THE NIFE ANYTHING. THE ABDUCTION 
TOOK PLACE AT AROUND 1730 HOURS. 

6. (Cl HR. VILLAGRAN--A PROFESSIONAL ECONOMIST 
AND A MEMBER OF THE GUATEMALAN EQUIVALENT OF 
OUR FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD- - t iAS IN A CONFERENCE 
WITH FINk~CE MINISTER COL. LEONARDO FI~-ROA 
VILLATE WHEN HIS WIFE CALLED HIM ABOUT THE 
KIDNAPP ING. HE IMMEDIATELY ASKED COLONEL 
FIG~ROA !'OR AS SISTANCE . THE LATTER CALLED 
CONfiDFWil!L 

COliiFiemriAL 
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DIRECTOR OF POLICE COL. HECTOR RAFAEL BOL DB LA 
CRUZ, WHO ADVISED MR . VILLAGRAN TO PILE A 
COMPLAINT WITH THE POLICE; MR. VILLAGRAN 
SUBSEQUENTLY FIL£0 COMPLAINTS WITH THE NATIONAL 
POLICE AND THE DIT (DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL 

cBANNEL: n/ a 

INVESTIGATIONS) . ON 51\TURDl\Y. JI>.N 28, MR. VILLAGRAN 
CALLED FOREIGN MINISTER I>.NORADE AND ASKED FOR 
HIS PERSONAL INTERVENTION; THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
PROMISED TO CALL l\RI-IY OFFICIALS ON THE GENERAL 
STI>.PF. ON JI>.NUARY 3 0, MR. VILLAGRAN ASKED THE 
MI NISTER OF THE ElCONOM'i TO TAKE ACTION ON THE CASE; 
HE ALSO PROMISED TO HELP MR . VILLAGRAN . 

7. (C ) IN SPITE OF ALL THIS H:tGH- LEVEL INTERES'I' 
IN THE WHEREABOUTS OP MR. GATICA, BOWBVER , H:tS 
DISAPPEARANCE AND PRESENT LOCAT:tON REMADI' A 
MYSTERY. THE BLATANT NATURE OF THE MODUS OPERANDI 
OF BOTH ABDUC'T:tONS POINTS TO GOVERNMENT SECURITY 
FORCES AS THE PERPETRATORS . THE KIDNAPPING 
OF THE GRAVELY NOUNDED SAMAYOA PROI1 THE HOSPITAL 
RECALlS SCENES FR6f~·--rt!E GODFATHER • BUT Dl THE 
MOVIE, THE VICTIM SURVIVED. 

8 . AMBASSADOR ' S COMMENTS : DESPITE THE FACT THAT 
THE ILL-REPUTED ARCHIVOS HAVB--BEEN STOOD DOWN, 
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AT LEAST TEMPORARILY, THESE NEW SHOCKING ABOUC'l'IONS 
LNDICATE THAT THE GOG SECUR ITY FORCES WILL STRIKE 
WKENEVER T!lERE IS A TAJ\GET OF IMPORTANCE . T!lE 
S EPARATE MESSAGE ON ABDUCTIONS IN HU£11UETENANGO 
INDICATES THAT THE GOG ARJ>!Y WILL DO LIKEI'IISE . I 
POINTED OUT THE OTHER CAY IN SAN SALVADOR T!lE 
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE DESIRE TO I NCORPORATE 
GUAT~~ INTO AN OVERALL U . S . STRATEGIC CONCEPT 
CZ~WIB!!Iftflli. 
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FOR CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE HORRIBLE HUMAN RIGHTS 
REALITIES IN GUATEMALA . WE MUST ·co~£ TO SOME 
RESOLUTION I N POLICY TERMS . EITHER WE CAN OVERLOOK 
THE RECORD AND EMPHASIZE THE STRATEGI C CONCEPT OR 
WE CAN I'URSUE A HIGHER MORAL PATH. NE SIMPLY 
CANNOT FLIP FLOP BACK AND FORTH BE'rdEEN THE TWO 
POSSI BLE POSITIONS. MUDDLING THROUGH WILL SIMPLY 
GO NOWHERE. 

. 
CHAPIN 

NOTE BY: OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEZS . 
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