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January 2, 1991

Thisistheyearofmy?'banniversary. 't i s also the yeal
perestroik®d s | ast efforts. [ Gorbachev] made a New Y
Yakovlevc al | ed today, saying, AYou kahooanything. But s e e ms
itdéds just out of steam!o |I also catch myself
really is fAout of steam. 0 | Hei.hotlongenregarded er y ac

with respect or interest; at belse is pitied. He has outlived his achievements, while disasters
and chaos exacerbate the peopl drarsthisstemshis at i on
even greater drama. His overconfidence is becoming ablaughable even

After recadingtheNew Year 6s address to the Soviet p:
called Shakhnazarov and me to his of sdmee. He
resolutions. We sat there, quietly. Then he spoke. He asked us whom to name Premier.
Shakhnazarov suggested Abalkin. | objected: he is intelligent and honest, but psychologically
unacceptablé?eople have ven come up wiinds atgeexstamd VAl disk oy
Gorbachev did not agree, hinting that he knows more about him than | do. | began to rant,
saying that we need someone fresh, not from the deck. Even if there is a mistake, he could be
removed. But if someone like Voronin gets appointeth, at 6 s i t! The people w
completely. Gorbachev started discussing Masliukov. | expressed my concerns: the-military
industrial complex. Plus, i$ a little puzzling to me why he likes Masliukov so mu¢te started
telling us that manpeople are imposing Pavlov on him, the Minister of Finahpersonally
met Pavlov, surprisingly enough, at the pool. Even more surprisingly, this ratherdetamgn
swam athletically and quite fast. | had a hard timepkag up with him. Sometimese
exchanged political opinions in the locker room. He grumbled. Still, he won me over with his
sharp remarks regarding Ryzhkovds actions and
Pavlov stained himself with unpopular measures as the Minister of Einaine people will not
accept him, andven the Supreme Soviet may turn him down.

Sobchak was on the tip of my tongue, but | did not say his name at thé dilch@ot
want toflaret he Pr e s i d e ntabedNew Yeanp tderlater congpdtted Yakanfie
through the intercom tour conversationYakovlev also did not name Sobchak, although he later
told me that fASobchak would have been alright

| suggested Sobchak yesterday on the phone, when M.S. was telling me about his
conversation with Bush. (#eems they are great friends, M.S. againweag emotional when
talking about him). Unexpectedly, M.S. paid attention to my arguments, even though as a refrain

~

he kept r epwadniorn g ptalsast. ohe 0
I gotimpudent A Pass by you, ioert 200y the Supreme So:

My arguments were that he is smart, has an organized and rigorous mind, has character,
is persistent, has already had a taste of admatiig affairs in Leningrad and understands that it
is nothing like aneeting othavingpopularity at a Congress the Supreme Soviet. He might
even be the Trojan horse for the regions.
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M.S. neither rejected him, nor did he agree. But maybe the idea will take root, we shall
see!

Sobchakos p earesnotwlaal strikpsinaelas Hisimess useful aspiects,
course, a demagogue, yocan feel that strongly. 8 he is from the radical democrats. And such
an appointment would be like an outstretched hand from Gorbachev in that déetcteard
the creatiorof, in effect a coalition government; of shared resgibility with the principal
critics, inviting them to show what they can @y the way, it would be a counterbalance to
Yeltsin.

My God! | 6ve picked up so mucech aknowliedde ha
touche But | never studied anythingthe pt hé |1 6ve read so many phil
regular authors. But if anyone were to ask me in particular about any one of them, | would not be
able to give a good answer, oftentimes | do not even remember thelo&sic e ven o f
Dost oyevsskkly6s novel

Why is all ofthisin me?!

Yesterday M.Stold me that Petrakosubmitted his resignatioile started swearing. |

said, AThis is not good, Mi khail Sergeyevich.
AGi vel 0i theupgot IMhesekewspaperputburBtsy saying that everyone is

|l eaving Gorbachev one by one, you think they
AThey do. Besides, Pltsoakov is offended an

ABy what ?0

AYou did not remember about him even once
thoughPresidential decrees in his field, the fiefdeconomicsfollowed one after another. You
and Pavlov spoke at the Congress about the economic situation in the country. The draft
Congress resolution was submitted in your name, Agrdember, it did not pass. Then why do
you have an economic advisgryou do not remember about him even when preparing such
documents?

ADid | have the time?09
AAnd i n general, Mi khail Sergeyevich, the
and Boldin has not even given him a secretary.IBlisadgestill says that & is the adviser to
the Gener al Secretary, not the President. o
AReal |l y?o0
AYes. O

5t

Why didndét he say anything?o
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ATo whom? Should he hi®Dbalgébtot hered you abou

AYoubdr e r i ghtBpldinitgéreral shouldrbe rglievedio$ his dutiehm t
CC. Let him concentrate on tReesidentiahppaatus. We will create a unified@sidential
apparatus. 0

At this point, | made shortspeeca bout the fact that itds bee
became president and he still does not have a KremlinmatppaAs for Petrakov, | added, he is
a shy man, and with dignity.

Al did not want to ruin his mood before Ne
resignmtSi.omesponded. Al said, o6ltds out of th

M.S. is selfassured evemithis. He does not understand that it is not so attractive for an
academician to serve as an adviser, especially when he is pushed around.

January 7, 1991

Today, on the orders of Yeltsin and Silaev, wessfirst official Christmashroughot the
entireRussian territoryBut the CC had to work, and M.&monstrativelgame to work. | had
to work too; spent all dasitting in the office. BoredonA feeling of powerlessness and
pointlessness. Even foreign affairs, which under Shevardnadze cerewadus, are now
starting to pass us by. We increasingly find ourselveb®@sidelines, in the offsida) the
mythology of the superpowel.S. no longer seriously thinks about foreign policy issues. He is
busy with f@Astr uctdtaléngwith ene gkrsdnsrithe hekt, wadedermis r s 0
imposed on him: one day he meets with Bronfman, then Japanese parliamentarians, then
somebody else. He does not prepare for anythi@ggpeatshe same thing ten times

In the meantimea groundwar in the Persiatulf is approaching. Nothing is being done
on our sideOpinionbased journalism is on a rampage, starting to touch foreign adiaell
Evenlzvestiyaard Novoevremyar e t urning hostil e towards @ She
Gorbachev.

| 6 m sit. Bukwhai ¢an one do?

| spoke with Primako¥ tried to convince him not to run from M.S. right noliey will
line allofusupYakovlIl ev, Bakatin, Shevardnadzeé

Judging from Petrakovds words, it doesnot
with m&king proposals for the Cabinet) will have any new figures. They just want to change the
titles.

And so it will probably happen.

Meanwhile, Sobchakh e r o s e \ozrazhdenie JRebhth]diis making St.
PetersburdV, a marathon to collect meansr&build the city. And his New Years speech to
Leningradresident annot even be condgiagoeed t o M. S. 6 yawn
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January 8, 1991

Today the front page dotvestiyaf e at ur ed Shal nevds correspond
Fitzwater ds s pe ebubrpliizddonreetingtbetwebneGorbacheweandBush will
take place as planned. For some time now, American newspapers have been going on about this.
Matlock (he visited me Saturday), Braithwaite (on Thursday) and today the Japanese
Ambassador have askedmhether the meeting will take pladadecisively averted their
doubts, eferring to a letter from Gorbachevto BuloutShevar dnadzeds resi gna
the telephone conversation between the two presidents on Jafiuary 1

But al ongsi daeanaBibleapgpeaedyihel m\od seiplonyadcd s
correspondent ,t Weaseé nbetatd$ emnoffith® Within the Foreighe s a ¢
Ministry, sayingthat worries about the meeting are not groundless, betiaiSoviet Union
deceived the West with conventional weaponke Paris Treaty is up in the gieopledo not
trust us, and we should not t Imawdkd, thefadide Bush w

contains all the poicaleterto@orbd&heefiom Jadualfjhe e s hys
military men, according to him, are under mini

lcaledKkoval ev. As usual, he doedzneétivaldalied w anyt
Yefimov (Izvestiyaedito) . He i s out , ed3orbdchek MeasnmotheWslnut | c al |

Room with the CC Secretaries (probabboking up policies | managed to get a hold of him
only at 9p.m. He i mmedi at el y pal(@whod ed :i Winavwealloledlo ul d y o u
such an article to appearlzvestiy®2 ! 0 | dsomething ia responsenyselfindignant

He said: AWhy are you getting all emotiona
| gnat enk o,lwentWame.But asts@oh as | closed the door, there plagree call.
Gorbachestv.cdlll gdu Sheyvafidnadeem® he Basdobdt reac
that his advisers are fouling things e should find out who did it, and throw them out of the
MFA immediately. | ordered Lukyanov to summBfimov (heis the editor of the newspaper,
which is anorgan of the Supreme Soviet) and figure out vgthis anonymous senior official in

the MFA. This whole chain needs to be worked
| pointed out: @Al n gyeumeed ® HecideMomiethirayiadout Ser gey

Shevardnadze. A mismanaged agency is the most

Prutkovds saying, AWhen | eaving, | eavel!o

January 11, 1991

Tonight Gorbachev spoke with Bush over the phone. In recent days the Americans are
al ways on M. S. 0 tdPerdianiGolfrandtthe Baltic stai®st then s :
conversation began in a roundabout way. Gorbachev saidéletefitackingthe budgey t h a't
we reduced military spending by over two billion. A very critical analysis of the entire situation
is at hangso we can begin market processes in the coming months, but in a way so as not to
disrupt economic ties. To do this, we are insisting @memic agreements between the
republics.
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M.S. told Bush that tomorrow at the Federation Council there willdiscaission of
candidates for the posts of Premier areptyPremier He did not mention names. He sthdt
he intends to acterate work orthe draft Union Teaty.

Bush asked about the Bal ti coeoftexcnttbahc hev s a
mo me nt s, 0 Geongid and Karchlealdo the list He assured Bush that he is trying to
avoid sharp, radical turns. However, not everythirgingple, he said. He complained that there
is great pressure on him. People are demanding that he introduce presidential rule in the Baltics.

AThe trouble is,0 he continued, fthat the
not willing to make any aopromises, they make no steps to meet us halfway. | addressed
Lithuaniads Supreme Soviet. Today, the situat

try to exhaust all political methods, and unless some emergency arises, | will continue with thes
methods. Not everything depends on us. Already there are clashes, some people were hurt.
Neverthel ess, I wi || do everything to prevent

| could not understand everything Bush said, | was not on an extension line. So | could
only guessin anycase, mostly it was Gorbachev who spoke, while Bush reacted with questions
and comments.

Onthe PersianGuWary ou coul d hear reproach in Gorba
polite, 0 he said, fiyou appear to sieneButyaudvi c e,
still do things your way. | would like us to have total agreement, since we started working as a
team. Eduarf@iShevardnadzdjad constant contact with Jim (Baker). | am ready to send
Bessmertnykh to you right now, in order to discuss the avkibliation in detail. M offer to hold
abriefmeetinp@ccordi ng t o t hreferiingte thesr meeking id thé Fonnishu | a
capital in September, 199mains in force. See what Bessmertnykh brings you. If we can
come to an agreementonthat® i s , |l would send him to Baghdad
January 15 was mentioned as the final deadline for the ultimatum to Hussein. Gorbachev
agreed, but added, befadylhreakieg ostiiougludurdcormortstricte any
position remainsLet us remain optimisticThe Soviet Union and the United States mean
something in this world. o

January 13, 1991, Sunday

Twenty years ago | buried my mother.

Never did | think that the inspiring processes started by Gorbachev could come to such an
ignominousend | am worn out by the confusion, and, atagarbitrarines®f our work; some
kind of fisponaiarnse;i taynod immo sotu ri mapechrdteannctyl wt,0 Goerl b &
owno people,and in the end seek support precisely from them (the CPSU!).

All of this |l ed to the fAspontaneouso actio
ended in bloodshed. They say there are 180 wounded and 14 dead iniKibnesnight
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The radio is buzzigwith insultsandaccusations of Gorbachev. Russian deputies are
al ready pulGbrbachewantisiasy i cnlgi, q uied toh e Gprr ebaatcehsety | i ar
AHe | ied to everyone and Yeltsin first and fo
regi me. O

Deputy of the USSR Supreme Soviet Wul fson
Sergeyevich, help us! The same thing (as in Vilnius) will happen here (in Riga) tomorrow.
Where is the Parliament | ooking? Whaready are t h
petitioned Congress about invading Irag.

The radio continues to shriek. I trytecorda s much as | can: AGor ba
tot he Russi an P a r the handiwonktof.the puippéti Lithnania Rescues
Committee, which is under Gogbc h e v 6 s . pr dStveycattiossH av Fedorov: fAA
me, Sobchak, and Popov, to send us abroad. o (
1922). He announced that he will put down his
workerwanan on the radio called people to protest
Party tickets.

A T w e-oné Russian soldiers defected to the Supreme Soviet ofbithand protected
the parliament building. o0 fAA nsohlidsi eery eisn. ot hTeh ehy
comment that there are soldiers who are ready to kill 100 and 200 people per minute without
blinking an eyeThere are reports that six out of the fourtpenplekilled cannot be identified
because their faces were mutilated.

ABobdgvi ct ori es of the Soviet Army over 1its
show, 6 APeople are being killed for wanting t
There are calls to the radiwhichi mme di ately go on air: Al am
AGor bachev itsl emorcs el ththeanevent s in Lithuania ar
AThe republican parliaments should have their
Sovietof the Soviet UniomAl | of this is punctuated by call s

and demands to raise the question of stripping Gorbachev of the Nobel Peace Prize.

Yur i Af anasobev, Starovoitova, GheRed ni chenko
Square. Then they headed a demonstration down the streets, raising their parliamentary
credenti al s. The crowd chanted, AFreedom for

On Friday | insisted that Gorbachev call Bush on the Persian Gulf on theéve pf A X. 0
The conversation was fAfriendly. 06 But M. S. tal
promised to avoid using force. Before this, Bessmertnykh sent a telegram to Washington with
Primakovédés pl an. Bush di d atothis. Buticieirpportattthaa p |l an
the world found out that M.S. intervened once again in favor of a peaceful solution.

Bessmertnykh has started on the job. Gorbachev chose him (to replace Shevardnadze). In
my note with candidates for the Minister of HgreAffairs, he was number two. | did not really
expect him to be selected. But | was convinced that we neettlaalegized person, who would



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

be connected with Shevardnadze and known in the United States. As for Shevardnadze, he got
out in time (as a pdical figure, not as the Minister of Foreign Affairs)!

The Lithuanian affair has finally ruined G
wel I . Yesé this is so, even though he hates i
Pushkin, Lermontov, Makovski, reminding us about the violence authorities commit against

their own people, about the responsibility of kings.

I n the meanti me, Velikhov and Khairov are
Survival of HumanityaonbwetbharpcohsGonbathehseo
nuclearfree world by the year 2000 (January 15). Gorbachev agreed to meet with this
foundati onb6s Board of Directors. But how can

Persian Gulf and Lithuaaire before our ey@s

In a word, | am again facing CzechoslovakR68. But then, the problem was to break
with Brezhnev, whom | barely knew. Now it is Gorbachev, who is associated with a great
historic cause, even though he is ruining it with his owrdbafhe press here and in the West is
wondering whether the Vilnius action was done
in the country have slipped out of his contatirely. Or was it the initiative of Lithuanian
communists and military men?tbo, am unsure. But | suspect that Gorbachev, secretly even
from himself, wanted for something |like this
demonstration in front of the Supreme Soviet
However, ifthis had not happened, something else mayhade o be @Ai nvented. o |
considers it inconceivable to betrByu r o k eand Shvets Secretaries of the Central
Commi ttee of the CPL). Apparent|l y, Brraozna utkhaes 6o
Communist Party.

Radio. 1:50a.m. Vilnius is blockaded with tanks and armored personnel carriers. The TV
station, radio, and the Ministry of Finance are under attack. The windows in the republican
Supreme Soviet building are filled with sandbaghere are 100 thousand people on the street.

Yeltsin has | eft for Ta kheleadars ottle Bditid $taes u s st
At the Federation Counci l he was the Aringl ea
condemning the aans in Lithuania.

At a meeting with Bronfman, Yeltsin condemned &#mitism. He announced that he
will not allow it to spread in Russia. In a word, Yeltsin knows how to use any opportunity to
boost his rating.

| foresee that t omeetingwilbé sbuuglbalermee LulS/anevi et m
will make sure of it. This morning Stankevich called me from the Moscow City Council
[Mossovet]. He clearly expected to get some information on Lithuania from the top. What could
| tell him? | did not even knovwhe things that were broadcast on the radio for many hours. | need
to think about what to do with myself.

January 14, 1991
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The AEcho of Moscowo radio station broadca
and Russia is planned for Januar{’2Bs slay a n~ wi | | be AGorbachevds te
wi || proceed along the Sadovoe [koltso], then
there, according to the radio, i smitlhiet d@rdy va ¢ u |

Today the Supreme Soviet began, of course, with Lithuania. Pugo and Yazov made
stupid, false, boorish speeches. Gorbachev himself spoke after the break, and his speech was
pathetic, inarticulate, and full of pointless digressions. And no policy. It wkesnsigd plain
hypocritical evasion. There was no answer to the most important question. The speech was
worthy neither of the former Gorbachev, nor of the present moment, when the fate of his entire
five-year cause is being decided. Itsaembarrassing andd to hear

In the morning, Ignatenko spoke to me about resignation. Andrei Grachev came from the
session of the Supreme Soviet and asked not to be confirmed as the Heddloféghe i dent 0 s
Internatonal Department il 6 ve had enoughiwitimtb9@8 adbbhe. D9
about me?

By the way, the CC cafeteria started using coupons for fidad.is after last year the
Af eeder o cWhat doed tlis mean? Ig incdmpensation to the nomenclature?

January 15, 1991

| did not go to the meetinggbt ween Gor bachev and Veli khovds
Survival of Humanity. It would be nauseating to meet with them, embarrassing to look people in
the eye. | thought he woutthnceli n such <circumstances. But once
him. He went. Healled Yakovlev, Boldin, and Bessmertnykh, who was just appointed [Minister
of Foreign Affairs] by the Supreme Soviet. And, as if nothing has happened, he went on for
nearly two hours in front of the Americans and others about his commitment to newghinkin
They, as was expected, did not ask any quest.

Ignatenko stopped by. He told me that last night he, Yakovlev, and Primakov tried to
persuade Gorbachev to go to Vilnius, lay a wreath, speak at the Supreme Soviet, meet with the
collectives, the militay, etc. Gorbachev seemedvielcomethe idea and told them to prepare by
morning the texts for his speeches there. They prepared them; put them on his desk in the
morning. Then, all day long Ignatenko tried to catch Gorbachev in order to find out what he
decided. M.S. pretended that nothlmppened and thehad beemo conversation with these
three men. From this, l gnatenko concluded tha
but that he is carrying out his plan of intimidating the Balts. During the day, the military took a
techncal radio station anthere areno plans to leave either the TV tower, or the House of the
Press. In Riga they captured a military school and dispersed the students.

| woke up at 5a.m. and could not fall asleep again. | thought about my intentions. When
came to work, | dictated to Tamara a-pege explanation to Gorbachev, sharply and frankly,
roundhousss t yl e, with the conclusion: Al am al so |

AMI khail Sergeyevich,
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Because the break has finally come and because it wasohardgine that it would be
so sad and shameful, nobody has the righ¢ttainsilent.

For some time now we, your advisers, have noticed that you do not need us. We know
nothing of your intentions, plans oarlynpgir ospect
interested in our opinions. But that doesmeant hat we do not have opini
going on.

| have sincerely and truly devoted everything | could to your cause, but now | consider it
my duty to tell you the following.

Your speech at thBupreme Soviet is a sign of the end. It is not what our country and the
world were waiting for. It is not the speech of a great statesman at a time when his entire cause is
hanging in the balance. It was confused, inarticulate, with some strange insdéssio a
meeting with Prunskiene, with a faulty #dApl ot
times more. There was a total sense that you are simply uninformed or are trying to tiptoe around
what you really wanted to achieve.

The speech was misgj the most important eleménpolicy. As you taught us yourself,
policy is always a choice. This time, the choice is either to say directly that you will not allow
even an inch of the Soviet Union to break off and will use all means, including tanksyéotpr
it; or to admit that a tragic event has taken
condemn those who used force and killed people, and you will bring them to justice.

In the first case it would mean that you are burying everything goluasid did during
the last five years. You would be admitting that you yourself and the country were not ready for
a revolutionary turn toward a civilized path and that things will be ,damek people will be
treated as before.

In the second case, the ttea could still be corrected for the sake of continuing the
perestroikacourse. Although something irreversible has already happened. No prosecutor or
investigator, no matter what conclusions they reach on the ground, can change the assessment the
interndgional community and all the political echelons of the Western world have given to the
events. The official conclusions would also not affect our public opinion, which you obviously
underestimate or simplify because you are misinformed about its reahiconte

You seem not to know t hdonphestrgets enGwopsfireel i ngs
trolleybuses, at meetings, in hallways and smoking rooms. You are bombarded with telegrams
(althoughfrom your past experiencgou arewell awarehow this is done) dbm thousands of
people. But you simply do not want to know the opinion of the other tens of thopaadds

millions,of peopl e; they do not fit into your interi
and even fowbaoastikgoactiaallyearound thelock? They already have a regular
term, AGorbachev and his clique. 0 And ités al

Leningrad TV appalled people: coffins, corpses, sobbing women, tanks with rotating turrets, a
girl pulling her umbrella from undertank, etc. Is this not supposed to influence policy? Only
telegrams selected personally for you are supposed to affect policy?
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Trust-the main achievement of new thinking poliey being destroyed. People will no
longer believe you, no matter what you ttas a moment of triumph for people who warned that
new thinking is merely a shell that would be discarded at the right moment (or when things got
tough). | can imagine the mood of Bush, Baker, and dozens of others who sincerely trusted you.

You gave Ydsin & Co. another, perhaps the final, chance to beat you. After all, the

agreement he made with the Balts and appeal ed
Ukr ai ne, Bel orussia, and Kazakhstanijllcawy t h Ano

the new state formation (whatever the Soviet Union might be eventually called) to the global
communityd bypassing you, in spite of you, and against you. You stéregatocess of

returning the country to civilization, but it got stuck onyouetén of t he fione and
You said more than once to me and other colleagues that the Russians will never forgive anyone
for the Acoll apse of the empire. o Meanwhil e,
Russi a, and vy Bussiadsgprotesting.sEeea Poloadallgwers in his own

parliament do not dare to protest in any effective way.

As a result, you doomed yourself to a policy with an objective that can only be achieved
by force, thereby coming into conflict with your owaclared philosophy.

You publicly mentioned many times that as long as you are in power, you will not allow
armed violence against the peopl e. Let 6bs say
and crush people with tanks that night in VilniBst what happened was the result of your
policies, your unwillingness to let Lithuania go in good time.

It was announced on the radio yesterday t
in Moscow and other cities, summoned by the Council ofigtens of the RSFSR. On Sunday

there wil/ be a mass demonstration | ed by Yel

Their sl ogan is AGorbachev and his team must

You know the resolutions of the Presidiums of Supreme Soviet of Ukraine, M&3tp
Council, Leningrad City Council, etc, etc. But somehow one does not see any demonstrations in
support of the actions taken in Lithuania. It was hard to justify our policy there before; but now,
after 13 dead and hundreds wounded, it is unthinkédldae has a conscience.

The only justification that has any formal resonance to people, and not to very many, is
that Landsbergis & Co. are violating the USSR Constitution. But of all people you should know
that there are various kinds of legality. Aithe law has to be imposed by tanks and APCs,
thené well, wedve gone over t-based state| whiechady . |t
according to your own statements, can only be the result of a democratic process.

Eighteen months ago in Crimea, when the Balts builaay thousand kilometéong
human chain, holding candlasyou remember | told you that only tanks could stop their
withdrawal from the USSR. You brushed me off. Now we are watching it happen. &stegqu
is, why and for whom is this necessary? Afteradrestroikais for people! And if out of

Lithuaniads population of over 3 million peop

Union, it does not mean thiatr their sake, headed by ShseindB u r 0 k g we canitreasthe

10
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other representatives of the republic in such a manner. The excuses Pugo and Yazov tried to

present yesterday sounded pathetic and disgraceful. They are discrediting you, representing the
Center in an absurd light. Thengai n, you repeated their Al ogi c,
street: | got beat up (when the delegation of the Committee of Salvation appeared at the Supreme
Soviet of Lithuania), so | will call my big brother and he will show you!

In a state thatds declared that wants to be lawbased you cannot replace political and
legal assessments with a story about a public organization that became outraged at radio
broadcasts, called out for help from troops and together they went to storm the TV towes. T
equivalent to some group in Moscaettingo f f e n dezdg lbyya dic or @A120 Minut
regiment odivision commandethey knowto allocate a neat little battalion for them in order to
besiege the Ostankino Tower and drive out all the persénomelthere. And if the policeman at
the door started shooting at them, they woul d
our parliament and the entire world heard are worth.

In a word, for the sake of keeping Lithuania in the USSR, yowiamang with your own
hands the work that, as you correctly said on many occasions, was intended to change the world.

| have the impression that you do not read even the ciphered telegrams from abroad,
which are full of protest, indignation, anger, disajppment and threats to break off all planned
communications with s from the governments, parties, and the public. It is a picture
(including around the fences of our embassies) that we seem to have forgotten since the days of
Sakharov in Gorky.

Againstthis background, the appointment of cabinet members in the Supreme Soviet
looks like some strange phantasmagoria: a government is being appointrmarttdfidy knows
whatstate. We can forget about your version of the Uiicgaty.

| know you well enoughMikhail Sergeyevich, to anticipate how you will react to this
note: you will say, fAnother one has 6rMoll ed
year of life and it will be very difficult for you to suspect me of some kind of ambitiongtyyani
or conceit. After all, you got to know me a little tob, even though you were newesry
interested in me. | did n@hase after promotior® seek out anything for myself personally. The
point of this message is to say that | have faithfully sefivéedh at 0 & the dreatpibneer
and author operestroika But now | do notecognzeor understand him.

Prague [1968] was a very painful experience for me. | condemned [the Soviet

government 6s actions] i n my he,ahawasaschoolgig my f
then. I told her, fARemember, a great country
forgiveness. o | did not conceal among my CC |

indignation when we invadeffghanistan. My moral reponsibility for the policies leading to
those eventa/asonly what couldbe expectedrom a regular apparatchik. But | had a close
connection to the polies of the last five years. These poligiescluded the possibility of
something like 1968 or 1979 y@ening again. As it turns out, this is not the case. | cannot have
anything to do with a policy tha capable of betrayinigs very nature.
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Mikhail Sergeyevich! Ever since | started working for you | never thought that | might
feelthepainful shamefo t he Sovi et | eadershipbds policies
Chernenko. Al as! It has happened?é

Respectfully,
A.Chernyaev. o0

At first, Tamara refused tiypeit. Then, having typed it, she hid it in her safe. She told

me, Alt would be such a bcaresaboutyos b mé f Womewgour
have their own cunning. Maybe she feels sorry for me, and not him? Brstigoped byShe
told himaboutt and asked what he thought. Naturally,

thinks about himselftocé

|l |listened to Bessmertnykhdés smart speech

Soviet, and | waver ed goodbyeno@orbachawd olitics aredrly on t o
dirty, and a lifetime would not be enough to get clean. But it depends. You can make amends for
somet hing with an i mportant action, but youodr

action. Shevardnadaes ahad no onpct on GorbachevOn the contrary, he does not care
about suclgestures. But as soon as you come in contactsgitie new information about the
events, your heart cries out. For example: a girl was crushed by a tank, an old man was shot
pointblank from a&nk, etc.

January 16, 1991

Today is the last day of the Supreme Soviet session. Gorbachhiskest chance to
deal with Lithuania, and to restore his imagéhedeader ofperestroika In the morning, he even
assigned Primakov to draft a text. Zheayal Ignatenko drafted it, naturally condemning the

event s. But M. S. didndét use it. After a repor
(with Oleinik and Er-Petrosyan) to Lithuania (theieport was empty and formal), after the
ensuing discusgsin, he offeredé to suspend the | aw abou

the Supreme Soviet in every agency. There was an uproar, M.S. did not insist. But he showed his
face and intentionst appeared as ife is on the side of the killers in Vilrad he has things to
conceal.

NevzoroV made a TV program in Vilnius, about the attack by the special police forces. It
is a completely Black Hundregpe program. The Supreme Soviet ordered it to be shown, while
ot her fAsketcheso f igoanesMnuere restricted, i ncl uding fore

Today Primakovaskedd or r esi gnati on. M. S. told him, i
with you. oo

The entire team of AMoskovskie Novosti, o |
CPSU. IMEMO, headed by Martynov, its directoidamnember of the CC, adopted a resolution

Y1t SEFYRSNI bSOI 2NRYG 61 a | LINRBYAYSY(d FYR AyTFtdsSyidalf 22d
Secondg ¢ NI yatl td2NRa b2aGS6
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condemning the events and made a statement that the institute refuses to cooperate with the
countryodos | eadership.

There was no reply from Gorbachev to our proposal for him to meet with higelvis
Anna, my daugter, is clearlyin favoro f me A Today vsawnhgr.fod the first time since
she got backrom Copenhagen. | outlinddr her my take on Gorbachev, whose only driving
logic now is to stay in power at any cost. His new speech against Landsbergmand
Yel t si wanferenge, jasslike the previous amehe Supreme Soviet, was confused,
empty, off topic, petty and fApersonal . o Compl

January 17, 1991

The war in the Persian Gulf has startgeb(ind campaign | had no doubt that it would.
They woke meupt4a . m. , went to the Kremlin. Stopped b
were there. We started working on Gorbachevos

Around 7a.m. in the Walnut Room M.S. called togetheny jaw dropped when |
walkedid me mber s of the Politburo, CC Secretaries:
This is a symptom. Of course, Yazov was there too, he spread a map on the table and showed
what he thought would happen (by the way, he guessed correctly).

Ifonlyt he Amer i cltasmighttime, a energency situation. The gathered
group consists of amateurs in the ismBome at ha
any direct line to the information service. We waited for the stenographer for half at hour.
took over an hour to fg/pea twopage statement with aections Gorbabev asked Yazov,
AWhen di di tyRé@aniridmben didhe learfrom the miltary and technical
intelligence about the start of American atta
it started. We intercepted an exchange betweei®&®B and Mi | waukee (aircr af

That ds t he company Meduestiohreladtedotacavehth e deci de
consequences whichcould surpass the results of World War 1l in terms of state conflicts,
factors, and the regrouping of all the world powers.

| am not sure whether Ignatenko was lying or telling the truth whenidhéhsé he was
sitting next to one of the CC secretaries and when ships were mentioned in the course of the
conversation, he | eaned over and asked, fAWhat
sea?o

By the way, Boldin was the one who called peoghd sent cars out to the dachas. But he
did not call or notify me. It was Primakov who called and said that we are all meeting. This is
curious. After all, |l am the Presidentdos advi
that | am involved inthis issue.

After Gorbachev let people go around.tn., he suddenly beckoned me into his office.
He talked about Lithuania. | understood that he got wind of my backroom conversations and
intentions Meanwhile,Moskovskie Novostii r ed of f : &nd & Istofdagcus&tions d a y O
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at Gorbachev, signed by around 30 politicé@arisom Abuladze to Karyakin, from Bovin to

Gel man, al most all Gorbachevdos former favorit
when he was presenting Bessmertnykh atthe MF4, r ef erred to the artic
already calling me a criminal and a murderer.

| thought it was a filthy thing of them to do. This publication plus the outbreak of war in
the Persian Gulf have cooled/rdesire to give hinmy resignatiorietter, which Tamara locked
in her safe and guards carefully. Gorbachev talked, seemingly regretful that things were turning
out this way. Such a confrontation, such a split, such hostility in society, it is as if the walls have

started marching against eachb e r . I told him, feSenuntilddath.t hem f i
But why tanks? It is the ruin of your cause.
understand, 0o Gorbachev said. fAlt is the ar my.

andcondemn them af¢ter the Lithuanians humil i at e

Precisely, | thought. This only confirms the analysis of the situation coming from all
si des: M.S. has fallen into the elandfonde of AP
himself without a base. Now he is forced to follow the logic of protecting power at all costs. He
does not feel the danger. But the strike is coming tomorrow and on Sunday there will be a
demonstration in Moscow ume®irgnhe Blubgamy AlGe r
over: to work with me, in light of the fact that Petrakov and Shatalin not only resigred, b
signed that very article iMoskovskie Novostvhere he is called a murderer. Does he want
Chernyaev to | eavome?t oo, the fAmost | oyal o

January 18, 1991

Gorbachev had three telephone conversations:

- With Mitterrand. The latter called. Nsubstancelt seems he just wanted to show
hi mself next to Gorbachev in being distan
uncompromising position on the Persfaalf.

- With Kohl. M.S. called him. Congratulated him on his election as Chancellor of
United Germany. They are on familiar terms with each other: Misha, Helmut. The
same declarations of love and faithfulness. Kohl assured M.S. that he does not believe
thatGorbachev turned away froperestroikaand moved into the rigiwing camp
because of Lithuania. He assured M.S. that everything will remain as they agreed at
their meetings in Arkhyz, Moscow, and Bonn.

- The conversation with Bush started out coldly. Mi8.rebt consider it necessary to
praise him for taking on the war upon himéefbr everybody. He did not express his
condolences for the boys who already died. He immediatafiedton his twgphase
theory:there is already victorip the first phaséHusin is politically discredited, his
military potential is undermined, the risk of hegemony in the region is rerdosed
why should we keep killing others and put our boys on the line?)

He laid out his plan: a pause in hostilities under the condition tregeitu

declares that he will withdraw from Kuwait. A promise to negotiate on all issues after
the withdrawal.
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Bush did not agree. This was foll owed b
In reality, Bush probably needed tonsult with his team. Aftetheline was
reconnected, he said dal not believe that Hussein would accept such a plan. |
noticed that Gorbachevbds aokaygoabddklateva s : I f
you can tell uhow itwent

This morning | made a scet®Gorbachev in the presence of Bessmertnykh, Pavlov,

Pri makov, l gnatenko: AAgain Boldin did not no
Room to discuss the war in the Persian Gulf. | am not needed in international affairs? My
opinionisofnointeest i n this i mportant matter ?0 Gorba

it into a joke. He cursed Boldin, but at the same time justified him by saying that advisers should
attend such events automati cal loy hand ad a, n dite vre
suspects me. But if Chernyaev started to suspect me, then the matter has gone really deep in our
society.o This was said against themidesafkgr oun
the intelligentsia ilMoskovskie Novostandthen 116 more members of the intelligentsia,

including some close to Gorbachén Rossiiskaya Gazetdhen there was another group in
KomsomolkdK o ms o mo | 6 s k Ang another callectiva statement Rossiiskaya Gazeta

that praised Yeltsin: he supgedly saved the honor of the Rusgaople in contrast to

Gorbachev, who disgraced Russian people. Add
and resignation threats from Yakovl ev, Pri mak
newspapr s where he rails against Gorbachev, and

(Gorbachev). Against this background, Chernyaev seems to be the last redoubt; everyone is

leaving and betraying him. He felt that | was on the britaugh, | repeat, | remain bhys side

because of the Persian Gulf War. By the way, he threw out this joke: in some Canadian

newspaper, some Canadian millionainomM.S. never metis inviting him over, promising

him a country house and a |ifetgme Wedlki owr i Hi
memoirs together. o

YesterdayKurantypu bl i shed an excerpt from Ligacheyv
Gorbachev General Secretary. The book is cdlteslBirth and Demise of Perestroikehe
author is glad that finally, after Lithuanigerestroikais returning to its proper course, i.e. the
one always indicated by Yegor Kuzmich.

January 19, 1991

| spent the whole day at work. | was preparing materials for the visit to Japan. Judging by
Gorbachevds conver sat iUS Presidenttismot 8aancslling hysevisitttoe r d a 'y ,
Moscow for now. Hussein has not yet responded to Gor
to clobber Iraq.

January 20, 1991, Sunday

In the morning | went to Uspenka alone and raced on my skis for about thrselho
was precisely racing, because the traction was so good that | was surprised at myself, how can
someone at 70 ski so fast! It was effortless fun, almost without dipping below racing speeds.
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Thetraditional hardrostsof the seasoare only at3 degrees Celsius.

January 21, 1991, Monday

| was awakened at night by Bisher (Deputy Chairman of the Latvian government). In a
panicked tone he told me that the special police force attacked the Interior Ministry building in
Riga, four people are killed, digwounded. What could I tell him? In the morning | wrote to
Gorbachev about it. | did not get a response. It wa®sgsible to reach hinThe whole day he
either had meetings with Rujtel (so the same thing does not happen in Estonia as in Vilnius and
Rig , or was |l aying a wreath at Leninds tomb (1
behind c¢closed doors with Pugo, Yazov, Kr yuchk
stating his positiod the position of the leader of a great power.

The Russianarliament. Extraordinary session. Yeltsin presented a report on the situation
in the country, in a generally fAbalancedo (as
insults to Gorbachev and without agitating to overthrow him (as he did yesterday on
Mane z hnaya Pl os hc l0Daabde). ArywaytHisrmight be eseh m@edd@ngerous
for M.S.

OQur attempts (Primakovds, l gnatenkobés and
conversation with him led to nothing. The mass media is already issunf§@al version: the
events in Riga were a domestic conflict. A wonfram the special police force waaped;

peopl ebs patience ran out, etoc. I n a word, th
Meanwhile, the political significancedite s e events is in the worl dés
squabbles.

The radio is transmitting a session of the Russian parliament. Many of the things they say
are sensible. But almost everyone rails against Gorbachestingd hismost painful wounds.
Amongothers Yel tsin i mmediately went to Vilnius wi
opposed to Gorbachev, who is silent and lying low.

January 22, 1991, Tuesday

Primakov, Ignatenko and | continued our attempts to get Gorbachev to speak on
Lithuania and Latvia at thBupreme Soviet. Last night he agreed only to see usatrlGVe
showed up. He i mmedi ately came down on yester
telling us how he worked things out with Rujtel, and is now waiting for Gorbunov and Rubiks.

Heagred t o | et us write a draft for his speec
version (which means that he was already thinking about it yesterday). After coming back to my
office, | wrote five pages in half an hour, using some things from Shakhna2artd0p.m.

M.S. called people to the Walnut Room to discuss the Persian Gulf War. Present were: Yazov,
Kryuchkov, Pugo, Bessmertnykh, Primakov, Belonogov, Ignatenko and I. We discussed the
situation and agreed that | will write a draft letter to BustsdBnertnykh to Baker. So far, M.S.

has not agreed to my proposal to invite Btsshave a close meeting somewhere like Helsinki
instead of his visit to Moscow. Afterwards, Primakov, Shakhnazarov, Ignatenko and | got to
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A

work onthetexof M. S. 6 s ptleuanahM.So startdd to-dictate it based on my draft. He

threw out some of the fAimost interestingo part
expression of a living democracy. But the essence remained: the events in Riga and Vilnius are
notGor bachevds policies. They were spontaneous,

by the authorities themselves. In a word, he disassociated himself. He expressed his condolences.
He denounced the appeal to the army in a political strugglenangse of troops without orders.

In short, he said everything that should have been said a week ago. Then, maybe there would
have been no events in Riga, no rallies in Moscow, no curses, no flight of intellectuals from him,
no anxiety in the West with thaits to stop supporting us.

A

But M.S. is hs usual sed always lateKomsomolkp u bl i shed Shatalinés
Gorbachev to resign. Yet another interview with Petrakov is pddigilLa Stamp@, along the
same lines. This is filthy. It is sedixpression at the level of petty vanity, on the verge of
betrayal: because they know Gorbachev, they know that he has not changed the fundamental
course, only made another unfortunate maneuver.

January 241991, Welnesday

In the morning Matlock requested to meet with Gorbachev. | convinced him to see the
ambassador. It turned out to be a very important meeting. M.S. (after listening to a translation of
a letter from Bush, which Matlock brought with him) span hour convincing him that Bugh
not reacting adequately to the situation in the Baltic States, that Bush seems ready to sacrifice the
unique relationship between them, without whi
world. He spentsomei me i nterpreting Bushoés expressions
he knows Russian very well, sometimes does not feel the nuances in the language. That is why
one could have interpreted the translation to mean that Bush already imposed sagatists
us, while Matlock assured us that Bush would impose them, if Gorbachev did not improve.

Andr ei Grachev stopped by again. Il held of
refusal to become the Head of t hoiddhiPtodag.i dent 6s
With all due respect to Anglusha, to his intellectuality, something gnawed in my heart because
of his insistence in this matter.

A currency exchange has been announced: 50

Il n connecti on wviedwad the recect briiclke faskovskiesNovosti
somewhat differently. It was called ALook who
Bakatin, Petrkov, and Shatalin have left, a@brbachev is stripped in antellectual sense. He
preferred the company of mediocrity. But dear sirs, neither Shatalin, nor Petrakov, nor especially
Bakatin contributed much intellectual substancperestroika or they did not have the time to
do so. As for Chernyaev, he is outsitle intellectual circles, for a very simple reason. Because
he has not betrayed Gorbachev. Had | signed one of the appeals and manifestos condemning
Gorbachev, | would have i mmediately become a
held on to myletter to Gorbachev immediately after the events in Lithuania. How petty is our
intelligentsia, consumed by vanity through and through.
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January 25, 1991

Il n the morning | was composing Gorbachevods
will take to Washingin tomorrow. In the style of: George, how could you think because of
Lithuania that | betrayegderestroik& Etc.

In the evening M.S. invited me to his office together with Bessmertnykh. He went
through the text, r emovi ngtartediretatingnio himothied i vel y p
peoplebs requests, in particular the requests

AWhat salary are you receiving? The same a
andsolicitor.

o

ABut they turn to meé& bbb thebughmemsaggsudd

AYou are the same as them. o

AAl right. | will proceed from thisébo

AThe difference iIis in your actual posi tion
me, he said, Al want t o apiheoSearetarynd mendber ofthat i on
Security Council . o

AWhat i s a Secretary of the Security Counc
A Wedl | see. 0
ABut i f it turns out to involve administra

admi ni strator . o

AOkay, okay. o0

ANot okay® &Mafybes aa rpedplesoticedahiatthe siraversity) ¢r

as the sugrvisor of a consultative groypolleagues noticed that the International Department)
| may be adequate, bas anadministratod spare me

AOkay, 0 and hethsadobamwed us both to

In the vestibule Aleksandr Aleksandrovich started to actively persuade me not to decline
the position: AGod forbid this post goes to s
policy. o

AYesé But donét t hi nk AméricawSeauritd Cobneil. This yt hi ng

one will contain everything from the economy, to healthcare, to the Ministry of Interior
Af fairs. o
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We argued for a long time. When | got to my office, Primakov also stpetestiadingne
over the phone. | thought to mysedfhy do | need this? To ruin myi fwerk is my last
yearseé Or is this Gorbachevds reward for my 0

The currency exchange is disgracefulslas though M.S. decided to gl ino with his
authority. It is so humiliating for mgle! Through these fifty ruble banknotes they are checking
to see whether you will exchange your harde r n e d mo n euynpenpholetariato u r
mentality, our rudeness, jealousy and fdtie coming out. Supposedly we are moving toward a
Afree ecarntomyhed shante ti me t her e sawllets,tosegar s t o
crook and a dodgén everyone. And what a humiliating ordeal this is for the elderly!

January 26, 1991, Sunday

Went to work. There was information from the war. It seems likeehd is near, and it
will be a bloody end. The Americans cannot lingdre end and the outcomes will be quite
different from whatvas expected, which was punish the aggressor. After such a punishment,
one woul dndét have enouandelsgthiswapwder t o puni sh

By the way, yesterday | forgot to noteé wh
Bronf man came up in conversation. M. S. said:
So | did! And look whom he turned out to be. Before nmgetvith me, he was kissing with
Yeltsin. And thatdés where he went after our m

found a suitable partner! And in general, see who surrounds Yeltsin, look who is on his team:
Jews, all Jews. 0

| thought about Wwo | know from that team. And indeed, mostly they are Jewish. And
they constitute the majority of the turncoats, including one of my close acquaintances, about
wh om, by the way, Bronf man said the foll owing
ago,he assured me that he was Russian. Now he is arguing with the same ardor that he is
Jewish. o0 Yes, the Jews are in fashion nowaday
The Jewish press strongly provokes the intel]l

January 28, 1991

| wrote a letter from Gorbachev to Andreotti. The MFA draft is once again garbage.
There is informationé Th e pefstmikaatmosphdresthasni ng awa
evaporated. Internal information shows more and more that theewelsslof power Gorbachev
has left are the army and the KGB. Amdre and more openheis leaning towards using them.
His moralpolitical isolation is a fact, he is sustained by inerti@e Tountry simply does not
knowwhat to do with itself.

Money was taken away. But Muscovites, even those who exchanged their money, did not
get theexchanged®0O-hundredruble bills in their salaries: there are not enough banknotes. The
government is afraid to print thefmecause it is unclear what State embteencountry will have
soon, and what the countwjll be called. Not to mention, which leader will have to be printed
on the banknotes.
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January 29, 1991

| put the following passage in the |l etter
understands us and cstop the disintegration of good relations with the Soviet Union, save the
European process and prepare al/l of us to bui
corrected the text heavily, removing the most

Bessmertnykh convinced BushdaBaker to stop the Lithuanralated economic
reprisals. The Americans still needut finish off Hussein.

Kryuchkov brought Gorbachev another batch of bogus information that the U.S. is about
to strike Hussein with nuclear weapons. Tolya Kovalyoy, folwi ng Kr yuchkovdés | e
i mmedi ately composed a statement from the USS
attached a biting note to it and sent it to Gorbachev. He returned it to me with the resolution,
AHol d until speci al swahave inousdeparincertd They siiplyat ni t w
cannot tell apart biggme politics from tactical propaganda games.

Petrakov stoppedylto say goodbye. We parted as friends. In my parting words td him,

suggested that he shoul dyndtth astldéasm dtohnee doonocre ,a nnyo
ti mes. Still, |l told him, Aln your place | wo
policyo (for which | feel responsi bl e).

In Sovetskaia rossiyhere was a brazen article about Shatdlih u md a&cademia n . 0
Shameless. Though perhaps he really is as much of a scholar as Ponomarev, Yegorov, and the
like. l.e. exclusively for their time. Looks like it. When one talks with him, one does not get the
impression that he is a sch@auchenyd in the normal, intééctual sense of the word (i.e. not a
derivative of the word sciene@auka but of the word for learnidgu c henh ost 6

|l gnatenko and | covertly went to the Presi
Ainitiatived on pateabdl uengiifThescisi asneMo§f. yp
have nothing better to do? You donodt wundersta
And in general, you scurry around and panic |

| di dnoke mti vea wipng t hattheiSupteme&@idtsao invieb of ci t
troops to patrol the city. Otherwise it is the introduction of martial law, which is unconstitutional.
M.S. was angry, threw various arguments at us, along the lines of Ignatenke d&eihg
worthless. | stood my ground.

AWe are on your team and have to know your

Al wi || tell you my maneuvers when | see f

35t
—
(7]

Il mpossi ble to work under such condi

=]

l'té6s possiblel!o
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ANo, 1t i s i mpreabwoik,hve leave tolfifid oyt about suah things not
from the newspaper s. oelevateddfficmor et yakong the sam

In the evening he called me and said that he signed an order to do away with the

patrol sé taking i ntneoflocalmrsSumese Bviete.on t he posi ti
He practically doesndét read the newspapers
what this or that persaellshim  But , as we know, not everyone

him. Especially directly. The peopleho can are Lukyanov, Yazov, Kryuchkov, Pugo. Such is
his current circle of fAreal o advisers.

January 30, 1991

|l met with the Finnish ambassador. | prais
a letter from Gorbachev and even a date for K
taken a position on Lithuania similar to, say, Denmark, we would hest@ip a much more
difficult position.

Moskovskie novostias been printing issue after issue of crushing articles against M.S.
There is the currency exchange, and Lithuania, and the gretedtroikaand democracy. On
the cover they show a soldier inamored personnel carriarn d t hReredtroikélse 0 vie r .
Ti me f or And mdoeralers) khdse lines

The RSFSRRep| eds De put y Vetlerkaha duing megadidtians witi
Nakayama (Foreign Minister of Japandi®achev sold four islandsr 250 billiondollars

Late last night M.S. called Shakhnazarov and me to edit an article about the referendum.
It tries to persuadihe readet hat t he Uni on should not be br ok
is no longer mentioned. Two hours befthis at the Politburo, to which the advisers were
suddenly invited,the Moscow secretary Prokofiev and others demanded that tomorrow at the
CC Plenum Gorbachev said directly: we are no lotejking about a struggle for power, but
about changing the satisystem, about capitalism.

In general, the Politburo creates a very strange impression of being some underground
party. Rubiks an® u r o k eaveiinkolent,sdlemanding their rights. Nobody puts them in their
place.

February 1, 1991

Yesterday the CC Plenum took place. | did not go. | find it repulsive. | was toleatiat
persornspoke according this personal interest, to the degreena understanding of thessence
of recent events, and accordindhie knowledge of what Gorbaek actually thinks right now
andfor the future.

% Once we ceased being advisers to the General Secretary, we were not supposed to attend the Politburo.
w! dziK2NQRa y2aS8
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In general, judging by the responses, the very fact that the plenum took place is a

demonstration of the fact that M.S. is return
does not have anotherant is terrible. It is terrible that Yeltsin speaks the truth. Yesterday on

the TV program AKolesoodo he said, AThe ground
witnessingthe agony &8tate o f t he regi meé and it is danger

How right Ignateko and Iwereregarding the city patrols! The republics one after
another are prohibiting the implementation of the decree on their territories, arguing that it is
il 1l egal. One more blow to the Presidentods pre

| am losng interest in my work. | sibehind a closed doam my office. However
ambassadors do stop by: Betish, Il taliané today | had the Japa
could this happen? You believed thleatdes ber gi s o
Gorbachewpatriot, but in my heart I no longer believe ldimot as a person, but as a statesman.
He improvises on a very shallow level. In the firs2 $ears operestroikat was goodand
effective, but right now itg fatal.

February 5, 1991, Teday

On Saturday, February® we were sitting in the Walnut Room: Gorbachev, Yakovlev,
Pri makov, Medvedev, Shakhnazarov, Bol di n, l gn
Gorbachevds displeasure. We st athoughdte sgepifecd ki ng
the topic: the situation in the country. Everyone gave his own assessment. | talked mostly about
the fact that salvation is in orientation toward the sovereign energy of the republics. And in the
end agairand againlike the Roman Cat | said: we have to let the Baltics go! M.S. raised an
eyebrow.

On Monday | was at work. Letter to Koivisto. Response to Mitterrand, letter to Rajiv
Gandhi. The Persian Gulf War: | am watching where we are going with it and after it. The BBC
is pesterig mefor an interview.

A Jewish woman has been calling rstnp about Hasidic manuscripts. Gubehthas
been ignoring her. She spoke beautifully, in the yphlased language of a highly educated
Moscow Jewi sh woman. AGubenko, 0 she said, ATr
pl ead the cause of the community beyond the ¢
Later, when | joind her in the ironic tone, she told me she is the most intelligent and
mostbeautiful woman in Moscow. What can youddthis Jewish trait is indestructéd It even
made me want to spend some time Viidn.

Gorbachev took pity on me. Asked if | need a vaxatlt turns out that Boldiwas the
one whatold him that I am worn out. | reminded him of my previous request: better he should
give me a day or two of rest when | request it; it would seem improper to take a vacation right
now.

i GKS GAYS KS g1 a aAyAaidasSNI 2F / df GdNBO ¢! dzi K2NDRE y2( S
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Arbatov called. ['toldh m t o go t oé Ygetlitrigist away, buHrdhendhe d no't
did he was offended. It seems this is it for me and him, after 30 years of camaraderie and
sometimes even friendship.

|l had a good conversation wit hi vAentn aa t( dvacurgkh
(the Institute for International Labor Movement, USSR Academy of Sciences, directed by
Timofeev). They are athttered ext ernal ly and i nternally conf
footing, the meaning of their life and work. For-80-50 yeas they worked on something that
turned out to be empty, useless rubbish. In a very artistic and natural manner, Anna portrayed all
of them together and some of them individually. It is very unpleasant for her there. What do
these researchers do on a da#gis? They sit for hours in the cafeteria, which has started
serving vodka.

OnFebruary?i t was five years since | joined Gor
how much has happened, the whole world is upside down.

February 7, 1991

In the morning | chaired a meeting of experts on the Persian Gulf War: Yura Mirsky and
his team (thirteen people). They said many smart things. Surprisingly, these narrow specialists
are also divided into Westerners and Arab patriots. Nevertheless, thersation was much
more interesting and useful in a practical se
on the Persian Gulf War, 0 headed by Bessmertn

| rewrote the draft statement on the Persian Gulf prepareddrbachev by the MFA.
Returned it to Aleksandr Aleksandrovich.

Gorbachev sent my note on Polozkov to Ivashko, Dzasokhov, and Shenin, which really
set me up. Al though, he is playing dithecopen ga
people agast whom it s directed find out about it.

February 9, 1991

On my insistence, Gorbachev held a meeting of the Persian Gulf War group. Baker has
already announced the course of action, and Mitterrand too. Everything in noble terms. Plus, Iran
gotactive,e ady to fAiget things done, 06 it offered it:
public outcry about the horrors of war. The subtext is obvious: Hussein is our ally and embodies
the antiimperialist forces, while we are betraying him.

Gorbachev was a tie capricious about the text of the statement. He made mean jokes

along the lines of AChernyaev didndét go far e
Americans. 0 And then he stepped up thegtext p
our support of the UN Security Council b6s reso
Gorbachev decided to send Primakov to Baghdadouidvbe a strong step, he sambt like

Kryuchkovds proposal to invite Aziz here agai
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We speculated dttle about the prospects of events. | shared the analysis of experts | had
received recently. Overall, it looks like this: the war is ending. Hussein will surrender as soon as
ground troops start advanci B qthefaceofsugenowai t . It
forces. Not capitulation! He is counting on appearing a hero in the Arab world. He dared to raise
a hand against Goliath himself (?), so to say, and even hit Israel with some missiles.
Unreciprocated! He will get the airplanes back from Ifime prisoners will be released home
from Kuwait, though without weapons. And he will have an army again to continue ruling. Since
the whole world will be dealing with the Ardbraeli conflict it cannot be avoideéd Hussein
will be able to boast that aftelt these years of waltzing around the problem he made it move
forward, making sacrifices for the figreat Ar a
whether this view will be justified.

We decided to discuss t hneheWVarming, awerteact whi |
phone, | started to fikick backod Dzasokhov and
another higHevel PCC [Political Consultative Committéeht the same level at which the
Warsaw Pact was created (the underlying ideaistospe ade t he partici pants
for the future). | vehemently argued that this is an illusion. A PCC with Gorbachev would be the
War s aw P-alass faneral {This would mean shame, it would mean Gorbachev would
once again expose himsaifall kinds of Petrushenkos and Alksnises in the press and in the
Supreme Soviet.

Bessmertnykh supported me at the group meeting. As a result, we quickly put together a
telegram tadheheads of Warsaw Pact states. Yazov grudgingly agreed. So we wilt httie
level of the MFA and the Ministry of Defense.

Yeltsin created a Presidenthats€panaené. AR
newspaper wrote in rapturde himself presents the brightest example of this intellectual power.
All the participanto f par |l i amentary struggles {elteher ed o

t hem, adding that such tdspeaktinednconverienteérth st ed und

The political significance of this latest initiative is to remove Gorbachev. After kiest, t
will remove this pathetic, cowardly public, maybe even with the butts of rifles. And nobody will
makegoeep |t 6s not yelping at Gorbachev for youl!
with her big breasts.

February 10, 1991

Yesterday, when we wessitting in the Walnut Room discussing the Persian Gulf War
and the Warsaw Pact, Gorbachev, as usual, went off onunrelated ues ( many of t he
heard a dozen times before). B wkhout mitaryd i d s ay o
interventioninc i v i | conflicts. Turning to Yazov, h e
in Riga at night between the special police forceshneit Lat vi an peoapdmyds gual
telephones were ringing off the hook with calls from the government, sayingsioedy

* Academician, future Ambassador in Paris, at the tini"e® Yo SNJ 2F D2Nb | OKSPQ4a t NBaARSy
note]
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murder going onasking us teend in a military unito stop these developments! Neither you
nor | took that step. And it was a provocatioto drag in the soldiers and then blame everything
on the Center, on Gorbachev. o

February 11, 1991

Matlock visited me. He brought an alarmed letter from Bush to Gorbachev about our
violation of the Treaty on Conventional&®a pons (after signing it 1in
land divisions into naval infantry with a thousand tanks). The problem cameDgzembe
back when Shevardnadze wasbdter. He was nervous about it. Incidentally, it was one of the
reasons why he | eft. Bessmertnykh brought fro
tried to convince Gorbachev that we have to resolvethet t er , t her e.dtsvasno way
cleaty afuckupp b 6 e b B $odowspealgn our side.

Also in December, | wrote a note to Gorbachev on this topic. He sent it for examination
to Akhromeev and Moiseev. They kept saying that since the Ameriefused to negotiate on
naval armaments, what do they care now what we have there. When asked why we have a
thousand tanks in Murmansk, they avoided the
now Bush has gotten involved in the matter, qualdtimis action as a blow to trust and the
reliability of our signature on agreements in general.

While Matlock was over, | took the opportunity to open a lively discussion on the Baltics.
| raised the issue to the level of the fate of the European pracétbe new world politics. He
fended me off with hackneyed arguments. Overall, he is no Braithwaite, who recently sent me a
guote from Turgenev, indicating the magnitude of his understanding of what is happening in our
country.

| sentitto Gorbachevwith note: fAMi khail Sergeyevich! L
British Ambassador Braithwaite sees perestroika 0

ADear Anatoly Sergeyevi ch,

| was recently reading | .S. Turgenevds spe
reminded me of what you said duriagr last meeting. | enclose a copy.

6The | iving thing changes organically by g
One need not try to prove that such developdhdike any growtld is inevitably tied to
illnesses, painful crises, with most viciogegmingly hopeless contradictions. We know this not
only from general history, but even from the history of every individual. Science itself tells us
about necessary diseases. But only obsolete or shortsighted people can be embarrassed by this,
canmourn he old, relative calmand try to return to it and return others to it, even by force. In
eras that are called transitional, the thinki
is to move forward despite tpath being difficult and often naly, to go without for a moment
losing from view those fundamental ideals on which the whole life of society is built. He is a
l'iving man in this society.o
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|l i mmedi ately sent Bushodés |l etter to Gorbac
l unch. It turns out that in the meanti me, he
couldnét find me. Bessmertnykh, itahdsatisfedh k ov, Ya
American demands. The usual story: to try and see whether impertinence might go unnoticed.
And then we get offended that people do not trust us and always demand inspections.

February 12, 1991, Tuesday

Today | wr ongeo a( stmamepadileter fraon Gorbachev to Kohl. He
signed it without a single correction.

Gorbachev had a meeting with Dumiad.S. spoke very frankly about our affairs. He
spoke sharplagainstsuspicions that he stepped away from the idegiedstroika He
presented his version of events in Lithuania and Latvia, suggesting that Landsbergis and the
Latvian | eaders provoked fall of thato to put
themselves from being overthrown like Prunskiene. He barely gave Cauaiasce to open his
mouth. The latter threw in little spiteful questions, but Gorbachev ignored them.

Dumas left, Bessmertnykh and | stayed behind. Suddenly, M.S. announced that he is
appointing Komplektov as ambassador to the United States. | braz&ely Aleksandr
Al eksandrovich whether i1t was his i1idea. He sh
pointed out thaKomplektovis a ore-dimensional, smailtaliber mana petty official. This is not
the kind of person we need in the U.S. rightvnBut once Gorbachev makes up his mind, you
candét argue with him. | wonder who tossed thi

By the way, the Turgenev quote that Sir Roger Braithwaite sentdo®oebachev read
it in Ahis circleo and as k e dakoh ¥azov,tammd Mgiseevs s t h
thought for a long time and finally all agreed thas ia modernperestroikaauthor. But the text
is 110 years old.

February 15, 1991

Yesterday M.S. met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait. His name has many
A S ehbdasSabah AIAhmad AlJaber AlSabal He is a most cunning Arab. M.S. knows how
to make an i mportant international move in a
that in the near future Kuwait will again bec

Today ke met with the Foreign Minister of Iran, Velayatmart, reserved, intelligent,
but a PersianVelayati barelys ai d anyt hing the whole time, onl
guestions in the end. He wrote down every word. Gorbachev won his confidence by lsisaring
concern that the Americans will deal with the region according to their own plans if they crush
Hussein militarily and i f the political facto
American under standi ngo0 evdayfwhentne spoka with tieerAfalm c ut or
he was full of conviction and unequivocal about the inviolabilitgufunity with the United

® Roland Dumas, Foreign Minister of France between 19885 and 19881 chcho @ ¢ NI yaf F G2 NDR& b20$
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St ates against aggression, about the USSRO6s ¢
resolutions, etc.

TheNew York Timepublished an article on Gorbachev in the worst tradition of the past:
he is a dictator, a |iar, heds playing a doub
with disarmament, etc.

Thereisascanla ar ound PavITod[6fsL asshtoartée nmeanga zinne] t h
Western financial capital created a plot to destroy Gorbachev through the inflbwd00%0ble
banknotes into our country. Gibberish?! Or maybe a special maneuver?

When | was speaking with Matlock, | tried to disassociatefRaviov, saying that in the
capacity of the Presmforh&iont 0ssag@dgposeéerthedénémik

Shakhnazarov and | made a speech to Gorbachev on this account, idgrtreidhe
address this statement. M.S. remained silentl Bessmertnykh in such affairs is, alas, no
Shevardnadze.

February 18, 1991

| 6 v e I|gsontthe@lowebsof service. On Saturday a trio from the European
Community was in Moscoév the ministers Michelis, Poos, and Van den Broek. They came to
preach to Gdrachev about democracy and the Charter of Paris. But they got a eattet&r
are they not ashamed for believing that Gorbachev betmaredtroik®! The ministers got
confused, mumbled some banalities. However, the campaign to unmask Gorbachevrmpersists
Europe. They dondét want to hear any of his ar

~

attempt to Arestore ordero in Lithuania and L

Today Aziz was here (Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iraq). Gorbachev handled it
masterfully. Heouti ned hi s plan for I raqdés withdrawal f
make a peep. Gorbachev made it clear that Bush really does not want to appease Hussein. He
wants strike him dead (fdhe morale, and considering the interests).

Gorbachev is tryingo beat Bush on humanism, but by American standardsibrth
nothing. Wedll see whether Hussein will agree
might strike precisely during these days to foil the plan. But Primakov seems to have done his
job. In his time, though, Shevardnadze also did all the right things by joining the UN Security
Council déds resolution and in effect reaffirmin
measures fail.

Today | sent information to Bush, Kohl, Mitterrandhdkeotti, and others, on the
outcome of the meeting with Aziz. M.S. assigned Bessmertnykh and Primakov to write it, but |
ended up doing it.

Meanwhile, the intelligentsia press keeps saying that after the departure of Yakovlev,
Shevardnadze, Bakatin, Petk o v , and Shatalin, Anobody is | ef
t hough t Resegtroier o(tlkeodik ) , dozens of documents anc
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speeches, Congress speeches, the XI X Party Co
and a new stg of international relations emerged. Alas, everything is based on mythology, on
vul gar journalistsd symbol i sm.

|wantto and willleavas a fAgray shadow. o0 Although, my
of this no longer bothers me; all of it is empty ignexcept feminine beauty and great books.
The other day | read in Rozanov, #fACorporeal b
the physical, but in a spiritual sense as wel

On Saturday | got a whole stack of books on philosophy: FrargeW.d-lorensky,
Yur kovich, Tkachev, Rozanov. I devour sever al
amazed: on the one hand, |l 6ve never Dbeen a st
from my Roshchinsky home); but on the other Badr inteligentsia and our spiritual life
were deprived of such wealth! And now the intelligentsia, without properly understanding the
essence of this heritage, picks out from these great books passages to quote for cheap journalism.
Only a handful of people areuslying this seriously. For example, for several years the public
shouted and demanded the publication of the collected works/o€kévsky, Solovyov,
Karamzin and othegreatRussian historians. They were published, some even several times. But
show me aingle person (of course, not a specialist historian) who read even a couple volumes
from these collected works?!

February 19, 1991

Today Yeltsin spoke live on air for 40 minutes. Prior to this, for a whole month there was
talk of how he, the head of Ruasdoes not have access to central television. Thus, the country
was at attention: he, the savior of Russia, would speak about prices, the referendum, the army,
about all the most urgent issues. In his inarticulate style, roughly and clumsily, he thajust
But he promised to speak about the referendum later, right before the event. And then he read out
what seems to have been the most important aspect, the reason why he was bursting to geta TV
appearanadta t ext that seems tcihkhdse i méeen |l prcepal e g c
Gorbachev is lying to everybody, his policies are against the people, he has the blood of ethnic

conflictsonhishands t he ruined the country, he is guiltdt
hasnoét fuldipdend saesy. ofThédriefore, he, Yeltsin,
resignation.

Thus, the glove has been thrown from the highest position. He mentioned similar things
before many times in interviews with foreign newspapers, even on the radio, and to all &inds
leaflets created bytheddya bor er s of the | eftist poOemss. Now
behalf of Russia.

Yesterday in the vestibule, befdiree meeting with Aziz, M.S. got into a conversation
with Ignatenko and me about Yeltsin. Thegistaf i s t hat Yeltsinds numb.
anything done and the people are already expecting things from him. He is running in panic. But
even the pedp from his closest circles are walking all over haursing at him, and in the
parliament they sd that they will not be his herd of sheep, etc. Someone brought this info to
M.S. Probably, Kryuchkov.
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In a word, M.S. seems to have written Yeltsin off as a threat.

But Pavlov will bring him down before Yeltsin does. | just heard his replies and pslemic
at the Supreme Soviet on prices. He is smart and professional. Towsvaarliamentarians are
whelpsto him. He despises them and strikes down any argument from them. He is a cynic, and
unlike Ryzhkov does not try to hold on to his post. He couldlcages s what t hey and
as a whole think about him. He will do as he considers best.

Judging from the responses to our information on Aziz sent to Bush, Mitterrand, Kohl,
et c. , it Il ooks I i ke Bush at | ®getinginthewanpat sat i
striking Hussein.

February 20, 1991

Today Gorbachev Pwivey Cowunweinledh Medvaededv | e v , l
Revenko, Primakov, Shakhnazarov, Ignatenko, Boldin, and me). We discussed Yeltsin, advised
Gorbachev not to getvolved. It looks like he did not want to himself. As for the assessments,
mostly people agreed that Yeltsin chose the moment to topple Gorbachev when people are on the
brink because of prices.

All day today the USSR Supeck(theyh&venothimgt di sc
better to do). They passed a condemning resol
that the Supreme Soviet of Russia should ask Yeltsin on whose behalf he spoke, and demand to
convene a congress. There was a hint at plessnpeachment. In a word, again there is a fuss
because our democracy spewed some dregs to th

In a demonstration against Gorbachev, the intelligentsia is slowly leaving the Party. |
heard that the writer Baklan@lready left.

February 22, 1991

Gorbachecalled Washington today at 7:30 p.Baker was on the phone. They greeted
each other. Baker spoke for a long time. FSegen minutes later, Bush showed up and joined
the conversation. Gorbachev told him that lzs\at an event to mark the anniversary of the
Soviet army. There were six thousand people present. This is why he could not phone earlier. He
said that Jim (Baker) outlined the position currently held by the U.S. administration in regards to

whattodowih Hussein. Al have a question, 0 Gor bachce
resolutions to the situatiome have been discussing with Iragi representatives over the last 24
hours, that these ideas are unactsefghepldnl e t o t

that he pressed upon Aziz earlier, and which had been conveyed to Washington. This is the plan
Jim had been reacting to.

Hussein immediately declares full and unconditional withdrawal of troops from Kuwait.
The withdrawal starts the next daffer a ceasére.

The withdrawal takes place strictly within a fixed timeframe.

After 2/3 of the troops are withdrawn, the economic sanctions against Iraq are lifted.

Pwnh R
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5. After the full withdrawal of troopss the ¢
in effect disappear, and the resolutions are annulled.
6. The withdrawal is monitored by observers appointed by the UN Security Council.

The most difficult question is the timefra
said, AThat It ecdattehgeorsiicxalweye krse jfeicr st menti onec
AAnd now, 0 Gorbachev continued, Al heard f

guestion arisés what do we prefer, a political method or a military action, i.e. a ground

offensive? In working with you,l saw my roldan protectng the population and the soldiers from
terrible casualties, while at the same time achieving strategic objéctivediminate the

conflict. If you have the same position, then we have to find a solution that would be tough, but
doable. If you make an ultiaum, you are paving the way for a military solution. If a political
solution is unacceptable to you in principle, that is another matter. | think based on what we were
able to achieve in Moscow with Aziz, and considering your suggestions, we couldnestiag

of the Security Council and somehow integrate both plans (yours and mine) to find a political
solution. We should do it urgently, within a day or two.

The most important thing, and | want to emphasize it right now, is that from the
beginning of ths conflict and until the last moment we stand together. We used all imaginable
and unimaginable means, including the first phase of military action, to force Hussein to back
down, to comply with the Security s@madpaci | 6s r
lesson to everybody. This is the new reality, which eveamepotential aggressors and war
mongerd® will have to reckon with.

Thus, we have an opportunity to salvage the situation at the brink of its transition into the
most difficult phase ssociated with a war on the ground. | think this already is a major victory.
The world and the people of the United States, | think, will appreciate the actions of their
president. And the fact that during the crisis we worked together not only with thachbut
with other major partners, will mean it is a joint achievement also. Everybody will see that both
presidents, while remaining steadfast in achieving their goal, nevertheless did not forget that the
human life carries the highest value. | thinkiygan be 8®0 percent sure that the entire world
community would approve.

| repeat, right now there is every reason not to lose the chance for a political solution. Let
us not succumb to pressure, let us not be nervous. There is pressure here, anchimgyoaind
all around the world. Our responsibility is very high, George. If right now we make a move to
avoid further carnage in its worst form, it will be a major achievement for many years to come.
These are mgrgumentsf or gi ve me forempodgrandil oquen

From the other side of the wire poured clarifications about Aziz and his ability to actually
convince Hussein to completely withdraw. It seems that Bushesmaantlyarguing that this will
not happen. M.®attempts to jump o the conversatiowere unsuccessful. After listening for
23 mi nut es, M. S. kept saying fiGeorge! George!
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Al understand everything, 06 Gorbachev said
different views on Saddam Hussein. His fateealed. And | am not trying to whitewash or
justify him, to preserve his image, etc. But we both have to deal with him because he is a real
active player who opposes us. We are not talék
We are talking aboutsing what we achieved to curb his aggressitre enormous contribution
to this effort by the United States and the American Pregidentransfer the solution of this
issue into a purely political track and avoid a greater disasteragetly for a greatumber of
people This is the central issue. The prestige of our countries and ourselves, George, are locked
in this matter.

| will convey your demands for Hussein through Aziz. But | repeat my final suggestion:
|l et 6s maybe det er nthatme présént ajdingimtiativentamcanvenatieme | y
Security Council and immediately start a review of the entire package of detodhdassein.
We haveo squeeze everything we can out of him to force him to meet our requirements.

Remember, George, thatropriority is collaboration with the United States within the
framework of our responsibility to our own people and the world community. At this moment
this responsibility is to resolve this confli

Bugh again objected. Gorbachev told him that we are waiting for a new response from
Baghdad (after the nighttime talk with Aziz). Therefore it is cruggdlt now to ask oneself: are
we takinga course for a political or military solutich.

February 251991, Monday

For the whole day on Saturday, Februar{y,23orbachev (and we with him) was
tel ephoning Bush, Maj or, Andreotti, Mubar ak,
Trying to convince them that Hussein will leave Kuwait, that he has no aptiens.

And nobody, including the people he is on close terms with, told him diréciiyn 6 t
fuss, Mikhail! Everything was decided two weeks ago. Nobody wants Hussein to withdraw, or
more precisely, Bush doesndét iwtheway hehastd o wi t h
stay so we canreange amoderd a 'y 0 St farlhim.a They pldyéd games with him.
Sometimes he felt it, but kept hoping that the New Thinking criteria would kick in, that trust
means something. But no such luck! The logic daditranal politics was at work: where there is
power, wealth, and interests, there is fAright
especially against Hussein.

® Comment years later, post factum. Baker had called Bessmertnykh to inform him that the offeadibedun

the tanks started moving. From this we can once again conclude that when he and President kept up the

discussion with Gorbachev over the phone, the decision had already been made. All orders had been given a long

time ago. And the troops were oiktS Gt Ay S 2F GG Ol ®¢ ¢KS | ®{ ® ! RYAYAaidNI
G2 aGNR{1S 1dzaasSAy KFENRXZ Fd GKS aryS GAYS aK2gAy3a it Gl

I Olj dZANBR I @SNE O2yONBGS aO2ywénbegsi ¢ Ay G(KS KSI RIjdzZl NI SN&
L R2 y2i GKAyl GKIFIG . dzaK aRAR y2i OFNB¢ o62dzi GKS ¥FI Od
GAYS GKSeé KFER f£SR I &¥FI ANJ 3l YS déoachedzin thél Gold Warywaré stiltédi a 2 F

stong. A’R | TG SN) D2NDF OKSS ¢ 8Fis (GKS® G6SNB F3kAy RSOAZADGS
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Records of his telephone conversations are
world order. 06 As coul d be eideplistcHe betlevedtha& t ur ned
humanity will become the core of world politics. And we, the people around him, also believed
it, even if we doubted it at times.

In a word, Gorbachev passedfhé e st by Hussein. o The West d
the Christian God wil|l note 1t for wus. But th

We are doomed to be friends with Ameri ca,
face isolation and everything will go haywire. The a@ns ofperestroikawould also be lost.
Though today, when | advised Gorbachev not to
AYou are right . Weara Even irsouricduntry ibialréadylposiiesestraikan e w
All revolutions end irfailure, even if they change the country, and some change the whole
worl d. o

Late in the evening we dragged M. S. into Y
Ignatenko and | were already there. The conversationoftgs but in the traditional Russian
styleof fADo you respe'cGtormea? hlevr sapectmayngyu .sdnart t
remember them because | was drunk, though | held up well. For the first time he embraced me as
a [World War 1] veteran (and not just Yakovlev, ashasalways done befe). There was a
reason The Day of the Soviet Army.

I n the morning | was again writing fiPersi a
courier to bring my work home.

On Saturday (before the calls to various capitals) Yakovlev and | were sitting w
Gorbachev. Suddenly, right in front of us, he started signing decrees on presidential advisers.
Yakovlev said to him, AYou could at | east <cal
t hat Yakovlev shoul d he cedorslpeedc itahl e afispsriegsni ndeenntts

AWhat is this position? Before whom woul d
ABut you c annoNikolagyévelme Alhex smadner | evel as, s

Tol ya, the i mpgethet. Bhatisthermastng i s t h

fnCome on,
thing. o

i mportant

ABut only you, |, and maybe a few other pe
however, people are judged by their position.
My persistence didndot work. He doesndét wan

officially; he knows that it will be troublesome in the Politburo and that the Supremedoviet
Gorbachev is sure of tidswill not pass it.

T 02YY2y LKNI &S GKIG Ay@aiasSa RNAY{Ay3 FyR (2FaiAy3o o¢
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Then we started picking others, just advisers. Besides Zagladin and Akhromeev,
Gorbachev named Medvedev, Osipyan, KlalAganbegyan. Then we started looking among
the writers. He lanavj bdt, hedird he lefotlhedRdt htea koet hBeark day . 0
suggested Shatrov. We discussed him and Gorbachev includedatsm suggested Dedkov
from KommunistGorbachev included him as well. Martynov, Yadov, Zhudkufirectors of
academic institutés also made it on the list. Byghway, | think Velikhov is also on the lidgut
Brutents, whom Gorbachev promised to include a long time ago, was not includedy/Area
week ago Medvedeyv tripped Karen up.

February 26, 1991, Tuesday

During the day | was at home. Gorbachev went to Belorussia. | decided to give myself a
day off. However | did stop by work in the morning. It turns out that Hussein sent Gorbachev an
AS®! 6 He swears to |l eave Kuwait. He no | onger
and asks us to request the UN Security Council to stop the offensive. He reports that he will
leave the city AlKuwait tonight; he even announced it on the radio.

Besmertnykh called Baker. But what good is it rfoft one point, Aziz demanded two
months to withdraw troops, then six weeks, then some other amount. M.S. had agreed to 21 days,
while Bush said one weelind three days later launched greundoffensive. Nov Americans
are acting as i f Anothing is happeningd and n
their offensive. So it is! Power proved that it still makes real policy.

| walked arond the dirty streets falittle while. Moscow is an appatlg spectacle.
Trash bins, mountains of snow, huge puddles, queues at every store. Milk will probably soon
di sappear completely: our mil k m@rintportecsnsléi ng pl a
powder (for hard currencyAnd our cows have no feed

Burlatsky called Pravdacame down on him for the round table he held Witkseyev
and Shatalin: they want to create asedi@ mocr ati ¢ party within the (
are people always itchirtg do something Can 6t fintrediplepslaiziort ahde
unprecedented atomization of society? People are thinking about surRrgil now, o party
will be able to offer or do aithing more than squablslen the surface.

By the way, Primakov is qui ctdtgouldlave t i ng a
been aWwmvddisstrting to print it by chapter. Yesterday he called me:

ACan | read one page to you?bo
ASure. o

Ané First it talks about t he byGoreamhewithn of t h
Bessmertnykh as deputy. The followipge o pl e wer e i ncluded (he | i st
adviserChery aev é ( He r e asihbvays iotheshadows Ee nsust think that his
position requires it. But in reality he plays a major role in international politics, in its
developmenand i mpl ement ati on. 60
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AZhenya, please, take out that part. Gorba
Shevardnadze over the same thing. He saw similar claims from him as from Yakovlev, who
practically openly declared that Gorbachev is merely ugitie texts and carrying out the
advice he gets from Yakovlev. This is not true, Zhenya! In essence it is not true. Not to mention,
of course, that it is insulting to Gorbacheyv

Primakov argued noisily that he will not taketit | started pleading with hinfi, Do i t
for the sake of our friendship!o He cursed, @
into account.

March2, & eni nqg, GotWabnh/&rsIare vds 60

The day before, the woménwo Tamaras and Ol§ademandedhat | write a birthday
address from them, from the people who are he
was busy. Suddenly Shakhnazarov called me. He
looked at it, and it was conventional sti8b | dictated my text to Tamara off the top of my
head. By coincidence, she came across a quote from Lincoln in a Carnegie book. | included it.

She typed it up.

Yakovlev called, invited me to sign their address. It is mostly from the former members
of the Presidential Council. Shakhnazarov and | hesitated, but signed their paper. In the morning,
onMarch?® we had to find a moment to fAappearo be
official congratulations. We got a chance when he stopped by tis offthe CC after greetings
at the Politburo. It turned out very sweet. He was moved by our message. He kissed all the girls,
said something to each one and rushed to the Kremlin to continue the events.

Ourtop officials, ministers and others, gatheredi t h e A0l VL wkoypamov mad e
speech. Advisers and former members of the Presidential Coéuv@iloviev, Bakatin,
Primakov, Medvedev, Revenko, and some othelisl not feel comfortable interfering there.
Afterwards, he joined us in good spirits. Hesdidvh o i s going to give the
AlexanderNikolayevichstepped forward. He opened his folder and started reading the text that
Shakhnazarov and | barely decided to sign. After the first paragraph, M.S. took away the folder,
closed it, put it on thtable and, turning to the orator, asked him to speak freely. Yakovlev
started to speak freely, blils impromptu speeches are always worse than his flowery texts.

M.S. hugged everyone and led us to the same room where he met with the senior
officials. There was a table with drinks and sandwiches. We drank, a conversation got going.
M.S. spoke well and a great deal. He spoke clearly, smoothly and profountydassvhen
he is at his best and surrounded by understanding and sympathetic people (esppkes in
the company of foreigners). Too bad I coul dné
impromptu speeches is practically nonexistent.

Suddenly he said to me, AnAnatoly, where 1is

Al't was | eft at you office. o
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NnGebvert here. o

| stepped out and told the couriers to bri
speed. In ten minutes it was presented to Gorbachev.

He began reading it himself, with obvious pleasure. His glasses were not in his pocket, so
| offeredh i m mi ne. He | aughed. AYou see, 0 he said,
the same glasses. 0

Boldin quipped: itds a good text, al most a
listen to).

Here is the text:
ADear Mi khail Sergeyevi chl!

This is not political congratulations on an anniversary. You will receive plenty of those
from every corner of the world; most will be more sincere than not. This here is an expression of
our admiration for you and, maybe, our astonishment (an anniversary gtiow®t to be shy in
expressing feelings).

Usually in such cases we say fAiThis mission
to follow. But in this case it is not quite tidie/ou took this great historical burden upon yourself
at great personal risk.ou did it for your people, for the dignity and wellbeing of your country;
you were moved by conscience and shame for the state to which our country was brought by
your predecessors.

Six years ago it was difficult to imagine that you would be able to rtiose&ontinent
from seemingly deadet rivets. We know that you foresaw what this might mean for such a
country and for every family, for a rather drawut period. But this did not scare you, even
though you do feel a tenfold sense of responsibility ¥erghing that happens.

However, history, which is always right, has already entered you into its most significant
pages. Nobody will ever be able to cross this out or cover it up. Though one of the most
regrettable aspects of the current situatidhas such attempts are taking place on a massive
scale in your own homeland.

You seem to have learned to take it in stride. However, your temperament and liveliness
of mind make it very difficult for you to restrain yourself from trying to explain, tsyeste, and
to appeal to common sense even in cases when
not argue with a fool.0 Your trust and |l ove f
your great soul. This trait also makes us in aweoof game as your unpredictability, which is a
trait at the heart of the Russian nation.

Hundreds of books and countless articles have been written about you, and thousands
more will be written in the future. Allow us to make a comparison with another, bmok
indirectly give you some advice. For a long time, Abraham Lincoln also had to learn to ignore
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the fierce criticism waged against him, unti/l
against me, not to mention respond to them, | would havene to do anything else. | am doing
everything | can, absolutely everything, and | intend to continue to do so until the end. If in the

end we succeed, then all attacks against me will be irrelevant. If we fail, then even if ten angels
swearthatlwas i ght , it would not change anything. o

We entreat you to use this advice to save your energy and nerves to continue your great
cause, which will inevitably win in the end. Everybody is going through a hard time. We, the
people close to you, suffer with yatithe defeats and rejoice at large and small victories. We are
nourished by your amazing vitality and confidence that all obstacles can be overcome, that
anything can be done if the goal is worth it. We are proud to belong to an era that will forever be
associated with your name, and we are proud that fate has placed us at your side, to work for the
country in an atmosphere of goodwill, spiritual openness, and intellectual demand that you create
around you. The fact that we can say what isonour minfisstas c h superiors, 6 anc
that some of it will be taken into account, is already immensely satisfying. We trust you.

With that, we wi | | Wi n. o

We started dispersingut then, an incident took place that could have implications for
my relationship wit Ignatenko and Primakov.

M. S. asked Primakov, AWhat is your Saddam

putting on airs?o0 We talked. Yakovliev joined
going to the Middle East, and we should send ormipofepresentatives to the region as well.

Our presence should be felt; we shouldndot giwv
here, we wil/ have our own notes. After all,

| realized what was gognon. The night before, Ignatenko presented this idea to me
vividly, he is good at that. He suggested that Primakov loved the idea and of course he should be
the one to go. Later, Primakov himself called me and suggested that we persuade Gorbacheuv. |
mumbkd, tried to make excuses, chimed infeé ar t ed | y . | didndét promi s
Gorbachev with this, only if a good opportunity came up.

| immediately had suspicions and a bad feeling about thi§ ide@as a petty and fussy
way to try to snatch up a mie of American victory. We would appear before the whole world as
trying to Alatch on to glory. o6 During the war
the eyes of the world. In spite of Busihds ann
destruction, and he was defending the priority of peaceful means (in the spirit of new thinking).
Now these motives are gone and our attempts would look pathetic. In a word, the idea seemed to
me to be fussy and not respectable.

There was no way out, $wvoiced my objections rather sharply. M.S. looked at me
askance and asked uncomfortable questions. But he could not knock down my position. In the
end, he said: Alndeed, why should we fuss? 11t
us.Wedilour duty. o
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An awkward silence followed. In the evening, Bessmertnykh called and thanked me for
shooting down this idea. By the way, Gorbachev told him about this episode, not without some
spitefulness.

March 3, 1991

The week was quite varied. M.S.wenB® | or ussi a to explain to t

areo and Awhere he is,0 what he plans to focu

to mean common sense). As always, he is | atee

difficult to combine tlem. Although, yesterday in a close circle at hi§ &oniversary he

analyzed the situation as follows: there are

the rest could follow t he-pesematdner , 0 i .e. in |
So,lused the opportunity while M.S. was gone
I n the meanti me, the war came to an end. T

without me (even without Gorbachev), as a mere formality. On*thedme back to work. A
mountain of work piledip. The British ambassador came by with girl whose skirt was down to
her navel (my grandsond6s expression). The new

Afterward, Il ledathree our meeting with scholars and e
woulddoi f | were the director (i.e. president)oé
some newspaper during the stagnation years. | wanted to find out what they thought we should
do after the resounding American victory over Hussein.

Two academicians werggsend Simonia and Zhurkin, plus Brutents, Bovin, Galkin,
Diligensky, guys from the CC International Departndeli¥eber, Kuvaldin, Yermonsky,
Malashenko, Likhotal. Overall it was amateurish; with few useful ideas that could be suggested
for policy that | woud not have myself thought to tell the President. But the majority of serious
and sensible stuff came from Bovin, Kuvaldin, and other guys from the apparatus, not from the
scholarsexperts.

| recorded the meeting on tape.

March 5, 1991, Tuesday

Alldayyest erday | prepared materials for Gorb
the conversation according to fna different 1o
warning that fAyouodo (i.e. the WethetCpthednedlld ge't

of the Kremlin), and you will regret it.

Major is a nice guy, tactful, smart, calm, natural, with no flourishes or arrogance that is
usually inherent to leadeéysthis is British political culture. He will probably go far. A modern
statesman.

Gorbachev hosted dinner in the luxurious Schechtel mansion on Alexei Tolstoy Street. A
pretty setting.
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In the evening M.S. spoke with Kohl over the phone. The German requested the call, to
Acongratul ate himsel f 0 oGermahuwificatort. i fi cati on of

March 8, 1991

Yesterday M.S. spoke for two hours at the Supreme Soviet, on various subjects. His
speech was complex and confusing; he was presenting members of the Security Council. They
are all senior officiald Pavlov, Yanaev, Pugo, ¥Yav, Kryuchkov, Bessmertnykh, plus
Primakov, Bakatin and Boldin.

Primakov and Boldin did not pass the first voting round. After lengthy persuasions from
the Chair, Primakov passed the second time around, gaining seven votes over 50 percent, but
Boldindidlbt make it the second time, either. Anot!t
dragging Boldin along for a good reason, but
kind of a Security Council or Cabinet of Ministers is this?! Besides twofaees, it is made up
of the same peopl e! WhazovdKnjuehkog?dereg a toaflicthi c on f e
with department interests, plus they are not shining with brilliant intelligence, not to mention a
fresh worldview.

In the meantime, a plenuai the RCP [Russian Communist Party] CC took place.
Pol ozkov presented a scheduled report. So the
the fABl ack Colonels, 0 andé Gorbachev himself

It is not based on Marxistbeninism, though it does defenukt Leninist legacy. It also
does not reject the market, but recognizes class struggle. It is something that could appeal to tens
of millions of Aregular people. 0 Especially b
look like they plan to push #@s far as civil war, but they are warning that a dictatorship might be
Anecessary. 0 Agai nst td&frosm Kdrotioh to Yegar ¥akallegy t he mas
look like squealing intellectuals, grumbling in defensglasnost

A. N. Yakovl ev | edl, loed ame nghn aphmal not hing I ik
1937. But no, this is different. Far from 1937. It looks more like a sign of the kind of polarization
that could take us back to 1918.

Yakovlev is slighted. M.S. never did offer his candidacy forthecur i t y Counci | é
excuse was that Yakovlev would not pass. Although, most likely he would have passed. M.S.
simply does not want t o pudbiltihcel yr efifsotranminsot ,h irmesv
broke up the Baltics and the Marxistninist idedogy, who gave the press into the hands of
counterrevolutionaries. o Privately, though, h
dishonorable to turn away from him completely. After all, they started out together!

Yakovl ev sai d vy aadtAsvradiavich whyihe mads dueh @ shBwlat the

Congress and |l eft.o Shevardnadze said, AFor a
probably the case. From the beginning, he was somewhat dodgy, it is in his compromising
nature. Yakovlevis uf f ering, saying that i1tbés time to |
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selecting advisers with us for the presidentd
end of it For the third eek now, I havenot
My friend Kutserkov stopped by. He was in India for six weeks. He would like to be
ambassador to India. | mentioned this to Bessmertnykh; he asked for & papavjective.
Tol 6ka has started | ooking after personal amb
Primako al |l are in his power. |t is embarrassin
March 10, 1991
In the evening, still at the dacha, | started preparing materials for the arrival of the
Turkish President Ozal. M.S. called, hurried me along. In the morning off thehe back to
Moscow. Came to work. There | heard Yeltsinos
wing parties in the Palace of Cinema. The spe
liar, he is cheating everywhere. The CPSU is mohbij. It is time to act to preserve democracy.
You say | broke up the Union? Thatdés a |lie. T
criminal policies. The Army? | support the ar
and more alog this line. Right now there is a demonstration in Moscow in support of Yeltsin,
with the sl ogans, ADown with Pavlov and his p
In the evening | sat down to write a letter from Gorbachev to Kohl. Over thee Mc5.
did not tell him about his request, but it is
regions, the Kuznetsk basin went on stri ke, a

cities the shelves are empty, quite literally. MsSasking Kohl to help immediatélyto make
the banks give us some credit, and also to give us a cash advance under the mortgage of military
equipment that is being left behind by our troops leaving Germany. The letter has been sent.

The collapse is approaing. The March 1% referendum could serve as a detonator.

March 14, 1991, Thursday

On Monday, M.S. gathered the advisers in the Walnut Room, including two members of
the Security Council (Bakatin and Primakov), plus Boldin. He held such a meetihg finst
time. Heput everyone onthe same le¥el t o YakovlI evés increasing de
therebymade equalt® z her el 6ev and Yegorov.

Judging by this meeting, M.S. is growing more and more petty, and becoming more
irritable. And he is less infornde. It turns out, there exists an
by Boldin, about which nobody knew wuntil now.
brought me some paper that mentioned it. | became curious and found out that this department
makes daily reviews for the President. | asked Boldin to show me at least one example of these

revi ews. He sent it to me, with a note -iPl eas
biased, totally Brezhnestyle review of the press and cabl€kis is where Gorbachev gets his
petty offenses, where he gets his Aconcl usi on
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He gave his assistants and advisers (whom M.S. equalized in salary}@aohgultants,
while members of the Security Council got 8 coraul plus two secretaries. Yakovlev lost a
consultant and his secretary. This is one more sting, one more insult! One gets the impression
that M. S. is pushing Yakovliev to resign fAdon h

Overall, it was a pointless and rather tactless meetthgre Gorbachev swore to us that
he will not turn back, but also ordered to serve only him. If someone wants to act differently, he
should leave. And if he notices that someone is acting the wrong way, lasktiim to leave.

| butted in (immediatelyamembering my audacity in relation to the battalion commander
in 1942): ASo, Mikhail Sergeyevich, disagreei
long look, but did not deign to answer.

Yesterday | sent him a n Matleckisérgahidingavi ng Bak
AParty meeting. 0O He is inviting presidents o
Supreme Soviets to the embassy. And they already started up their airplane engines! What an
embarrassment! M.S. was furious. In the mortiagrdered Bessmertnykh and Dzasokhov to
get on the phone. He also started calling the capitals of the republics. We succeeded in thwarting
Matl ockds fAevent. o And |, by the way, had to
it would not be théest idea for them to go there.

But what i mpudence! | dondt wunderstand whe
di fferent take on ethics, that we cano6t wunder
conscious rudeness of victors over Hussein, wheyn i longer need Gorbachev or the
AEuropean process. o0

The issue of the Anaval infantryo (our car
Weapons in Europe) is still unsolved. M.S. does not delve into the matter. Though, this is the
case for everything nowlays. For example, he did not prepare for the meeting with Ozal and
was boring and banal despite his interlocutor's enthusiasm about the "Black Sea Economic
Community" and his readiness to provide telephone service to all the Soviet villages...

He is suffeing from vanity (despite everything!) and he is worn out byintkernal
political scandals, the persecution. It seems like he is tired "strategfcalid he doesn't
leave, because he missed the best time, when he could have left with respeatyand glo

Lukyanov istheclevererong though. InKomsomolkae said: "We did what we could.
We tore this continent off its chains." Let others finish the job. This is what | wrote to M.S. in his
60th anniversary greeting.

Yesterday he, Yakovlev, arghakhnazarov were composing a speech for a TV
appearance on the referendum (to keep the Union). In the evening he asked me to look at what
they came up with. | rvrote it, it was too perfunctory. In the morning, after a tempestuous
outbreak in reaction tBaker's "action" (the abovementioned "Party conference" at the American

5l 902 NRAY3 G2 abt2 %SR2y3s 2y8 Oy 0S8 GANBR bhil OGAONET &S
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embassy), he sat down with Shakhnazarov and Kravchenkalictaée his TV speech. | don't
know what he'll use from my version, and what he will retain from yesterday's sillikesthdi
reference to Yaroslav the Wise...

Izvestiyacarried an article by Latsis called "Masks." He writes very accurately about
what is happening in the s@lled social movements: public consciousness has been
emasculated... What can one say if the refined cultural elite at the Palace of Cinema dipplauds
commonplace, vulgar, setiierate, boorish "leader"! Who will believe that they do not
understand who stands in front of them? This means the elite wants this? But does it itself know,
for what?

March 17, 1991

The referendum: "Our Motherlantb be omot to be?" In reality, phrasing this question
in such a way is yet another example of demagogy. There will be nothing, no matter what the
results of the referendum.

The second question of the referendum has to do with a President of Russia. If it is not
Yeltsin, why not?

Baker visited M.S. on Friday. He acted as if nothing had happened, as if it were last
November or December. But this is thanks to Jim, who knew that he did something wrong, and
immediately took a conciliatory course. And M.S. had bedtingutogether some material to
present to him, to say that he is engaged in some subversive activities over here. In reality,
Kryuchkov is the one conducting subversive activities, either out of stupidity or in the line of
duty. M.S. is very susceptible the things, which that department produces. | think | put
together a pretty good report on the meeting with Baker. M.S. was inspired and voluble. He
spoke like in the olden days.

Yesterday | was preparing materials for the meeting with Genscher. Iretidime, we
"stole” Honecker. | don't understand it. |, the president's adviser, found out about it from the
radio, even though it started back in December (Yazov and Kryuchkov's first note, which M.S.
had ignored back then). Why should we smear ourselitbghis? How is this going to look
with new thinking? We abducted a citizen of a foreign country, plus one who is on trial?
Apparently, Kohl didn't know anything about it. But he did not say anything. Actually, for them
it is probably good riddance. Stiit is too impudent. What about the sovereignty of already
united Germany, aspiring to the status of a great power?! | don't know how M.S. is going to
make excuses for this one.

March 20, 1991

What happened this week? On Monday we had Genscher. Heg toarghed the subject
of Honecker, just enough for a checkmark. Not a shadow of indignation, no demands. | guess
they are happy with such an arrangement. Let the Russians get smeared with their piece of shit
one last time, so to say.
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One gets a real sensthistory when talking with the Germans, a sense of irreversible
transition to a new era, historical moments are passing into history. | had a similar feeling when |
was present at M.S." interview fDer SpiegelBut there is another, sadder, observation
Gorbachev is repeating himself. Words, phrases, examples, trains of thought, arguments that
were shocking in 1986 and still impressive in 1988, now sound like standard blather. He is stuck
in his discoveries; he hasn't evolved at all, especially peestroikawent into a gallop. He
used to read articles and even books that became available through the freedom he made
possible. He read and tried to discover in them something relevant to him, and he developed
himself. But when things went downhill, hiaged seeing any new thought as opposition, as
something aimed against him. And he is becoming intellectually impoverished and hardened. He
has become monotonous and dull in politics... He is looking for ways to avoid change. How
could one stay ahead dfet curve this way!

Right now everyone is asking about the outcomes of the referendum, about the
framework and general concept of sovereignty. He has not once mentioned that he might allow
someone to leave the Union. He is making excuses about the "domsitprocess” and
legality... And no reaction when Baker advised him to make a speech after the referendum and
say, "Republics, you are free. | am letting you go." Then all the talk of divorce and remarriage
would follow a normal course. But no, he coniés to repeat that "we are indivisible." He said it
again today, despite the fact that at the referendum, Russians practically voted against the
empire.

Yes, he has exhausted himself intellectually as a politician. He is tired. Time has passed
him by; hisown time, created by him.

We are busy with the program for his visit to Japan. Dunaev is "enriching" him and Raisa
with knowledge. Raisa keeps changing the lists, throwing out people who ever said any word
against M.S. But the most "interesting” parthattthere is still no "concept” of the viswill he
give them the islands or not? And without this "concept” there is no point in going.

Yeltsin was at the Putilov factory. Live on Leningrad TV. He was vulgar, petty,
confusing, muddled, impudent, and hisole message was directed against Gorbachev. But he
presented himself triumphantly. The working class, the Leningrad aristocracy of workers, gave
him a standing ovation. They joined him in a chorus, chanting "Gorbachev must resign!"

All things can be eXpined. But | still cannot understand why Gorbachev inspires such
unbridled and irrational hatred. Probably a politician, especially a reformer, cannot be dodgy,
cannot be inconsistent, and it isallivised to sermonize to the people.

In a word, he lostsa politician. He will remain in history as a messiah, and their fates
are always the same.

By the way, yesterday when Augstein (publisheDef Spiegel was saying goodbye, he
said that he wished Gorbachev luck in his "great wikie Lincoln in Amerca.” But, the
German continued, "I do not wish you his fate." Very tactful! But, | think, M.S. did not notice
the slip.
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March 24, 1991

Yesterday Gorbachev gathered a group at the Kremlin to discuss our position before the
visit to Japan (Yanaev, YakovleBessmertnykh, Boldin, Falin, Rogachev (Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs), myself, and, of course, Primakov).

The Foreign Ministry suggested returning to the formula from 1956. | said that having
studied a bunch of analyses and brainstorming sessiongtiminstitutes, | came to the
conclusion that we will have to give them the islands eventually. The question is when and how.
I f you donét do it, Yeltsin will.otbtee wi | | bec
applause of the Russian people. Yemember how you were afraid that the Russian people
would not forgive you, or any politician, the smallest step that could be interpreted as destruction
of the empire. And now Yeltsin is openly and impudently collapsing the @nilb@ empire.
And, incidenally, the Russians are the ones giving him standing ovations.

M.S. replied, fA106d be very happy to give t
and admonishing us for a long time, and in the end decided not to give away the islands. He
leanedtoward ei | i ng the issue in predafgvoreavordla and t
his from his Atheory of compromise, 0 which ©br

Of course, we started talking about Yeltsi
Gorbachev startedoutwit a question: AShould we show th
TV? The people will see it and realize what p
objected. I f we show this Iimpudence, this ins

then people will be completely convinced that there really is no authority, at least in the central
government if such things are allowed. They will assume that one can wipe his feet on the
President.

Gorbachev complained that in no other country are tres mmeedia allowed to sneer, jeer,
insult the President, and lie like this. He said that he will stand until the end. And what are these
democrats, he said, who appeal to the mob, to
supposedly forthepeapld s sake, destroy everything create:

All these arguments are stemming from his helplessness and maybe a feeling of doom.
Gorbachev no longer has a position or a policy that would be adequate for the present moment.
And where wouldhe get one? (The advisers also cannot offer anything). Yeltsin and his
Ademocratso dono6ét have a fopppwer.cy ei ther. AlIl t

For three days M.S. spent hours going over his TV speech on the outcomes of the
referendum. At the same time, isecompletely disconnected from the real reaction to this
referendum. Plus, no matter what he says, nobody cares anymore. The only thing that would
bring a reaction right now would be his resignation. But even that would fade very quickly
(t hat 6 spenechwathh Ryzhlkoy, so quickly!). He would turn into an object for historians,
who wil | Aipay homageo to him (and even in thi
historians will again rewrite history according to the situation.
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March 25, 1991, Momaly

| persuaded M.S. to meet with Matlock. It turned out to be a good conversation, very
sincere. M.S. said that he wants to be close with Bush, and wants Bush to remain close with him.
He values his position. He wants everyone in the U.S. to know abduSthR (let the special
services do their job). He praised the Ambassador, but asked that U.S. refrain from outlining its
position on our domestic woes.

Sstill, all of this isndét what we need. How
TV? Shakhnazav, who had been ill and only later saw what they came up with, was appalled
and rejected the text. AOur President has not
know, the trouble is that M. S. n oeling mmhgger sens
audiencebs reactioné He must be completely I|o
Russian parliament?! | will get it done, but I will protest against him speaking there. He already
once helped Yeltsin to become Chairman of the RSE$Rp r e me Sovi et . Now hed
him become President of Russia.o
| cried out, fAOne has to be completely obl
parliament right now and speak against Yeltsin, to the hooting of the crowds. They will catcall
hi mé or a fight will break out between the de
Shakhnazarov replied, AM.S. is sure that h
the meantime, March 3&ould be the beginning of the end, if Yeltsin calls for a general
pol i ti c a kentlly,itwds alr@adyEstarted by the miners, metallurgists, Putilov factory
workers, etc. And if Moscow goes on strike, vy
As for myself, | am even curious to see what would happen. Something like that might
take plae . We wi | | be | eft without a pension even,
the Presidential apparatus, 06 which wil/ be go
al bums, | 6d get by. Although, sardedbyKGB her e i n
officers, we have lost touch with reality. The kind of sense of reality you feel with your skin.
Society is on the verge of explosioné Who wil

possi bl eé

What is to be done, what is to be done? | amirning to develop an idiosyncrasy
[idiosinkaziyd for newspapers. | am sick of this intellectual political poison. But | cannot distract
myself with classicsé too anxious.

March 29, Friday

It has been a week to remember&s than RSF SR
Moscow demonstrations in support of Yeltsin (after his Leningrad escapades!). The Moscow
City Council condemned the ban. All the press, includivgstiya condemned the ban. The
RSFSR Congress that started ymegmadeaadagyofmor ni ng
They sent Khasbulatov to speak with M.S. But he did not back down. He told Khasbulatov that
troops will be removed tomorrow, but today they are staying and | will not allow any
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demonstrations in downt owhi ghoasrcto,wd dash ewd ntgh e
Supreme Soviet (Sobchak from the Interregiona
The Congress suspended its workée
Meanwhil e, the streets were flooded with t
My car was not allowed pastMdok vor et sky Bridgeé | boiled o
not to allow the car of the presidentdés advi s

my documents, which were studied at length. And | proceeded to work on foot. The same thing

when | was ging from work to the metro! But when | calmed down, | realized [the significance

of this] and approved [of the action]é Whethe
banned demonstrations he had to follow it through to the end. Otherwise ltehawallost
everything. And in generaleée it worked. Demon
casualties, no confrontations. To my great surprise, the Congress heard a rather constructive and
Aconciliatoryo speech f riommthy@muntr§sR uns stioad.ady abou

Yakovlev called in the morning. He cannot
he should have done the same, Aremained in hi
himself the author gberestroika t h e i Godbachew himselfoAnd here héisan
adviser, his salary reduced by 400 rubles and the boys removed from his waiting room. He
| ament sé

He told me, Al was wal king down the street
was embarrassed. We areregréesn g, goi ng back to all the fami/l
not hi ng, et @nhourdpeeahandespomse.h al f

The gist of it was: if you plan to remain in politics, think in political terms. The
opposition has all the means to use democracy tanhéup to forming a new government).
M.S. finally said this openly in his interview. Yeltsin has had plenty of praise and glorification.

Ninety percent of the press is on his side. B
force through masactions. WellM.S. still has means to counteract their forsed he did. Or,
the other possibility is that the opposition

with Yeltsinbés report today) bwhishendanton t he pri
destroying the country. But then we would have no place to implement policies. Yes, M.S. made
many gravé not tactical but strategic mistakes. Right now we are no longer talking about
perestroika but about saving the country. If you do not siavié you allow the State to be
destroyedé

Yakovliev: AWhat? You mean use force agains
I AOn the contrary. One of M. S. 06 fatal mi
Georgia, go right away. | repeat, this is what ddhe festering in the entire organism. No! |
am tal king about the State that can stil/ be
Yakovliev: ABut still, should we use the ar
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|l : AThere is no State without an army. o
Yakovl ev: ABut we shouldndét rely on the ar
l : ATweat 2o

Yakovlev: fAOn democracyeéeo

|l : AWhere is it? Where is democracy? What
mounds, which disappear from under your feet. We do not have democracy. \\jgalsaost
freedom, which in the Russian interpretatioeams practically lawlessness ¢ | 6]lni t s a
Democracy means an organized society: parties, institutions, rule of law, respect for the law.
Democracy means leaders competing to be in the government, not struggling against the State!!
Where is it here? And whs the President supposed to rely on in his attempts to save the
country?!o

He continued to whine. This person is finished in politics. He is plucked, he lost his
political coordinates.

Meanwhile, a catastrophe is approaching. On Monday M.S. conven&eturity
Council (seating arrangemedat¥ akovlev, Medvedev, Revenko at the main table, even though
now they are supposed to be on the same level as Chernyaev, Zagladin, and Ignatenko, who sat
along the wall).

M. S. :-3 niohtins th2re we will not be &bdlo feed the country, even though there is
bread in the country. The situation is similar to 1927. Think on it. We will convene again on
Saturday (i .e. tomorrow!) and see what peopl e

Moskovskaya Pravdar i nt ed yest er dayeéatAinv 1 EQeretr @ rme® nd n
pages, depicting an image of practically inevitable doom for the country, which is even more
than an empire, it is a civilization, like Rome, Byzantium, the Great Mongols, Babylon, etc. The
Asevent hd v e r[sidisthe weakest paird ih this goweduh analysis of the essence
and consequencespérestrokeand 73 years [of the USSR]. Yes!
another schemeé | read it twiceeée | will tell
the othes stand.

We started writing speeches for Japan. Oza
anything and made no promises. Why are we eve
we wondt get a billion for t heeelopteemaNothiryfitstBut w

M.S. keeps making speeches. First atAlyearianFront (same stuff as twthree years
ago), then at the AlArmy Party Rally. The army, the army! The last thing left.

March 31, 1991, Sunday

Yesterday the Security Counci l met . oThe pr
bread. We are 6 million tons short of the average norm. In Moscow and other big cities, bread
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l ines are similar to the ones weureitaanewhar® year
we could have hunger by June. Out of the republics, only Kazakhstan and Ukraine (barely) can
sustain themselves. The idea that there is bread in the country turned out to be a myth.

Webve scraped t he bot tmeoasheahd creditdto duyn[grainhb ar r e |
from abroad. But we are already insolvent. Nobody will give us credit; all our hopes are on Roh
TaeWoo (M.S. agreed to stop on Jeju Island on the way back from Japan, to spethle with
President of South Koreaabout®3 | | i on credit)é There is stildl
come through. Looks like Kuwait is refusing, though Faisal promised Gorbachev all kinds of
gratitude for supporting them against Iraqg.

Discussion at the Security Council is the same as two ggarat the Politburo. Instead
of arriving with prepared calculations and suggestions and immediately starting to work on
solutions, for six hours we sat figuring out what we have and where we can get some. M.S. was
sitting with a pencil and questionimegle, while the ministers and Security Council members
got confused in conflicting data.

And again: the government (before it used to be the Politburo) has to find everything and
distribute it! Twothree years ago we already saw the fallaciousness ofphvieach against the
background of our stated intention for market reform. But we are incorrigible! And M.S. is the
same.

Yeltsin presented his program at the Congr
longer say that the opposition does not have aipegitogram and therefore it cannot compete
with us (only a few days ago M.S. repeated this in a TV interview yet again!). The program is
clever, thorough, and impressive.

Buteverything is fallingapa#t Because the most | mpasta ant t
realize the Russian referendum and elect Yeltsin as president. It has come down simply to a
vulgar quarrel. But they are getting away with it because it is presented as part of an
uncompromising attitude towards Gorbachev. Even those who are adglisst are demanding

Gorbachevds resignation. An indicative exampl
Goryacheva, spoke for Yeltsinbs resignation a
a report, and by t hbeotwha yY emetnstiino naendd, Giolr baant hfeovr G
be happy i f Gorbachev was given some honorary

M.S. had included Isakov in his Japan delegation. When he found out about the speech,
asked me: AWhen he s awht washhedactidhwas thare h e v
ultuous applause?0 fiYes. 0 AAnd when he

| auding?0 fAYeséo He i mmedi a tthedelgatoon Arelr e d
t 6 s a lt. Thege lare alhie meass therBsident has available.

s h
su
|

0
9
S

o0OT C O
O T 3

March 31, 1991, Sunday evening

| went to visit N.N. She is still sick and asked me to buy some bread. Mikhail
Mikhailovich and | drove around all of Moscow, starting with Maa Roshcha. All the bakeries
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are either @sed, or the shelves are terrifyingpsolutelyempty. Not a piece of bread! Moscow
hasnét seen anything |i ke this probably in al
say this is happening because the prices are goingtogo up. Butwticab uy br ead i n
On this day probably nothing was | eft of Gorb
catastrophically, already below zero. After all, everyone, even awigtler, can only say one

thing when looking atth&st hat 6 s wh e r with hisperdstrotkaidgplerestraj!'s

Poptsov published a@an article about GorbachevMN [Moskovskie NovostMoscow

NewsjHe writes: fAShevardnadze made a choice bet
| at t er ButwWHatrisipowertfor Shevardnadze? Material wealth, luxurious
accommodations, popularity, an fi mimthatpostobt ai n
and gave him new thinking policies to work wi
authorty and subordination) applied only to the Smolensk&ganaya. That is the only thing he

|l ost when he fAichose integrity. o Everything el

Now to consider integrity and honor. Yesterday Shevardnadze made an appearance in the

TV shoew fiMifdni ght o (he gives interviews pract.i
about fundamental mistakegmplaininpa b out t he fAmi |l i tary equi pmen
March 28".

Alright! You, Eduard Amvrosievich, made these fundamental mistakes togathe
Gorbachev. But you left him alone to pay for them, while you are sitting comfortably in front of
reporters, or talking with your Western politician acquaintances at your house. Or you are
philosophizing about what would have been, had this or #dned, etc. You are
condescendingly Apatting M.S. on the shoul der
So you did not want to get dirty at the most
and you deci ded tmrefhanaas agbod guy i histooynyewuncalldhis
integrity? Is this the honor of a Caucasian man?!

Maybe he is really aiming for presidency after MS.A pr esi dency | i ke We
when you donét have to do anyyoojustshowofiondt hav
front of the world and the liberal intelligentsia, confirming yourself as a historical figure.

Possi bl yé

Maybe Yakovlev should foll ow iSwhatvosdured nadz e d
AlexanderNikolayevichd that he missed thegit moment. He would have been at rest as the
initiator of perestroika t he fAf at her of Russian democracy, 0

No! | would prefer to be Iin my fAstatute, O
to feast in time oplague, with our beloved women!

April 2, 1991, Tuesday

After several days of hesitation, M.S. suddenly decided to receive Nixon. Last night we
started |l ooking for him, but couldndét find hi
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He sat with Nixon foan hour and a half, arguing that our course is unchanged, but that we need
to stabilize eventse

Perhaps it was inevitable to speak with Ni
envoy and traveled to Lithuania and Georgia, he met with everyone.

| was sitting with them, recording, and thinking that M.S. is acting on his own and doing
Awhat 6s required; o the RSFSR Congress is also
for the whole country; the miners are acting on their own and ruiningaanomy. The working
class (the hegemony) does not give a damn about anything! All of this is just one more example
of the collapse of Marxisth eni ni sm, of Communi sm, of the myt
the working class.

All of this isdepressing.tlis time to write speeches for Japan, but | have neither

Ainspirationo nor any thoughtsé My fAabilityo
|l eft of i1t are verbal husks. New thinking has
perestroka what was begun by Gorbachev is continue

new world order.

My presence alongside M.S. is becoming poi
shameful to flee, even though | am tidedot so much from work as fromehealization of a
deadend and defeat. Abdétmoclgh®thWedglBullihaisinshi nk.i
the past.

April 9, 1991, Tuesday

M.S. isstill bustling. He is preparing the economic program with Pavlov. Today they
were talking the wholedayast at a session of the Federation
Atri umphant 0 ei@alengergensypowara (thoulghestiyavrotethat nobody
understands anymoexactlywhatt hat means), has |l eft for the C
Kamni oy ttoe rpdias é

The country is heaving with the cry
strikeé Foll owing Minsk, al | of Bel or u
information from a dozen cities around ttwuntry;they are all on the eve sfrikes.

, ADown
ssia pr
In a word, things are coming to a general political fallout.

M.S. was brilliant, sincere, direct (almost to the point of cursing) at his meeting with
minerd a momentary flash of his former char mé EvVe

Meanwhile, | & Co. catinue to feverishlyrepare for Japan. Thewbassador was here
yesterdayé | conveye dhelhlled méat Uspenia)dhptehe, fsshel Sunda
Peace Prize laureate and the author of the idea of a world without nuclear weapans avoid
gongt o the sites of atomic bombingsé (The Japan
not to offend the Americans). As a compromise, M.S. agreed to change Hiroshima for Nagasaki.

He renewed his agreement to visit Roh-Véeo on Jeju Island, on the whack from Japan.

49



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

I n a word, he is gosngreogbeéenghassidangsutah a o
doing his work no matter whateée

He rejected the calls to include people in
He chose dHDeaaéedtTlhheae, but one of Yeltsinbds op
RSFSR Supreme Soviet).

| am reading Artsybashe®énir) . | 6m even a |ittle Adisappo
reaction to him when | was in school. Almost classi€uprin, L. Andrev, even Cheh o v é
And no pornography in the modern senseé But t
unli ke so many generations fAafter me, 0 | 6ve Kk

Same with Sologub, Merezhovsky, Gippius, not to mentianiBlé Ou r i tBediterdtwe/ 0
teached managed to initiate us into everything, though we could not always get our hands on
the works themselves. Though many times we did get hold of them.

| am outraged at the ineptitude, unprofessionalism, and shabbirtegsmaterials
produced by the MFA and others for the Japan visit (and for other occasions as well). Except
now | 6m pressed for time, plus 1 &dm sick. But

April 21, 1991, Sunday

About the visit to Japan. On the™we flew to Khabarovsk. Two nights and a day. On
the18"M. S. fAdi scussedd with the | ocal |l eaders po
the most active | eadership was broadcast on T
(and don 6 b)dkawaywithithe administratia@ntrol style of government. The most
impudent and primitive of them was the representative of the executive committee Danilyuk.
Nevertheless, M.S. took him to Japan.

The city: oldstyle wooden houses. The streets haperao vi nci al |l ooké And
goods in the stores! Mo s c ow IoagdimedThey tavecttaeme d o f
systems to distribute products: coupons, cooperatives, and commercial trade. There are no
gueues, no crowds in stores.

The facal features people have héréong or sharp nosésindicate they are the
descendants of Ukrainian immigrants.

On Tuesdaythe fove fl ew to Tokyoé The first impres
their ultramodern cities, af they aresomehow lifeless.

| did not go to a single reception public meeting. | was only at the talks, which took up
a solid twelve hours. At night or during breaks | prepared press releases and dtiaéséot
round. There were a total of seven

It is impossible to convey éhgist of the visitnthediary 1t 1 s i n the recor
the future, for memoirslhere was a very uncomfortable feeling when the President of the
superpower and the Japanese Prime Minister would argue for hours whether to useftirenverb
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of a word or the nouhAnd this at a moment when everything is about to collapse! On the other

hand, maybé t 6 s g@reatechn apmeardiice t h areésidenthiseloing his job, no matter
what?

We took a train to Kyoto, traveling at 250 km/h. M.S. had a banquet with the business
world there. One of my classmates from Moscow State Universityhges as a translator, an
unexpected meeting!

The flight to Nagasaki e the beauty of the
taleé The crowds in the streets were |ike Ger
than in Italy! This was woltthe visit (Dunaev did well by insisting that we stop here). It was
especially Ainterestingo against this backgro

[We visited a] Russian cemetery from 1905. For some reason | am not moved in the
depthsof my soul by such thingd am not touched by it. | guess | am a deeply irreligious person,
nontraditional. Metropolitan Pitirim, whom Gorbachev took in the delegation with him, is a
beauty. Halleluiah in the chapel.

At night we flew to Jeju Island in SouKorea. At the airport there was a scene because
of Tamara and Dunaev. Security guards and the
not expected!o | became exasperated and put t
When we got to the hel, it turned out that they did not have roothswent into a rage and
threw a loud scandal to the chief of security Plekhanov, and the chief of protocol Shevchenko, in
the presence of their subordinates and the Koreans. Howevecptlidyot find a rom. | put
Dunaev in my room. And, Ain protestodo (against
reception given by President Roh Ta®o.

As soon as the reception was over, Gorbachev burst into my room. Dunaev barely had
time to block with his broad shilders the view of numerous empty little whiskey and gin bottles
that Dunaev and | drank together with Tamara and Olga (Lanina, from the Secretariat of the
President). Olga was lying on my bed. Tamara was bent over a typewriter, which stood on a
chai® the e was no other place to put it in my fAap

The scene, as Ostap Bender used to say, was worthy of the brush of AivaZdusky.
M.S. immediately fassessedo the situation: #@AA
the reception. He is much dee here than listening to those boring speeches, one of which he

°Primea A Yy A
WI LIy Sa
WI LIy Sa
LINR YA &S
note]
“Dunaev is a scholar of Japan and a journalist. He did a great deal to make merbach®v pay attention to

WELIYS FYR (G2 LINBLINB (KA&A GAaAld {2 GKSNB 4l a ay2 NR2°
w! dzi K2 NRa y230S8

*lvan Aivazovsky (1811900), a Russiah NY Sy A 'y LI AY G SN G¢ NI yaf+ d2ND& b2056

SN YFATdz AYEAAGSR GKIG GKS O2YYdzyAli-dzS O2yil Ay
TNEY MppcO® D2NBIOKSP NBaAadGSR GKNRdZAK aadeth;
Ot SOSNI & ¢ y lySrentidnig tiie 1 965G doduRentyid whDrRthebslardikv@d o

G2 GKSY® D2NblFOKS@ StdzZRSR I NBFSNByOS (G2 (GKS |
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wrote himself!o0o We | aughed about it. He said
At omorrow wil |l be busyodo and mischievously wis

In the morning of the 20Gorbahev and Roh Ta#/oo had onen-one talks. Before the
talks M.S. asked me if he should state our agreement to accept South Korea to the UN. He
mentioned itas we agreed. Roh T&¢o0 shone with happiness

They made an agreement about a loan (3 billiong delegations will negotiate it. All
about grand projects for oil and gas. 't s ha

| mpressions while returning to the airport

The flight back was eleven hours. | dictated to Tamara about the meetingsisiarti,
for the TV and newspapers.

As always, M.S. invited people to his section of the plane. We all sat around him: Pitirim,
Katushev, I gnatenko, Brutents, Rogachev, Guse

It was difficult to follow the conversation because of the noisk@tngines. | am used
to theseconversationdyl.S. gets intimate every time on the way back from abroad. But this time
was a |ittle different because the Metropol it
with us. | wonder, what was his impressidrite President, who opens up in moments like
these?

By the end, Pitirim whispered in my ear an invitation to his diocese near Volokolamsk.

April 27, 1991, Saturday

It has been a real APassion Weeko since re
Yeltsin was a breakthrough. Although yesterday M.S. said that B.N. [BikadayevicH is
beginning to weaken. The West is adding fuel
much as M. S.06 victory. Weol |l boeb liing attrioounbdl ea nidf

the blame on M.S., which he easily could do.

Therd the Plenum. The Politburo took place the night before, on thevizhen M.S.
saw the draft resolution of the Plenum, he
A a matiorml policies. 0 He said to Sheinin, AThi
of these fAy @ Gnegkd, Lychinsky,tSenenoaankaiptsov, Stroev, Balivhom
he advancetb CC secretaries. The majority of them are from the provinces,endrsed and
took care of them, gave them a pass into big politics, and what do they do? This means that at
heart they must also blame M.S. for everything? As if they could solve all issues by removing
him, or threatening to removem in chorus with the lokom [oblast commiti] resolutions? In
anycase,itd cl ear that theyodore party to these sent
their mouths shut at the Plenum when others thmesstsof insults and slander at M.S.,
demanded his resignation, presented ultimatums about the state of emergency in thé country
Aor el se! o It was dilzaghkajee Anld t hesed ol e $é elnw
general. They were driving the General Secrety out , but when he got wup

e X
S
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| eavi nglpaopett hheeyi ralplant s and voted to Aremove th
wording! Are they removing it until the next Plenum, or something?!

Peopl e | i ke Vol 6s k WNazarByekwere redeeming the hortoroof me nt i
the CC. Though in general, | think M.S. shoul
there would be nothing left of them. Truly, no one needs them, except the nomenclature. And
without M.S. they would immediatefind themselves on the sidelines and in the dumps.
Actually, Vol dsky + Bakatin said so directly.
and dkeyatesufici dal idiots. o

Truly, they are pygmies. | was convinced that M.S. should have useppgbdunity to
resignas General Secretalgfore his concluding speech. | thought it would be a gesture to de
ideologize the highest state authority; it would have thrown off the final burden of Party
membership, which everybody hates. And it would haverghim some upsurge of, first of all,
Aever ymano sy mpganpassiodlikethe affect Ryehkolv pradsced when he

|l eft)é Secondly, a significant part of the Co
belong wi t h Pol ozkov orhelvsPwheye. wbuhGof bamé The
split in the CPSU, a much needed splité so in

membership (often for lousy reasons); instead, millions of Party members would leave the Party
Aout of pri nci pdldanamediately dirn buhte be Paozkiollowers!!

But M.S. once again revealed his talent of an orptditician (he can still do it when he
flies into passion!). It will make the CC and the Party heomee serious thoughts, at least for a
while. The most i mportant thing is that he cl
and Stankevichdéds, i.e. fAdemocratso who haveno
their conscience in pdical games and fights! The former Gorbachev appeared before them and
the West (like in Japan); the staunch and steadfast autperesftroika grown wise from
experience with its Adestructived natur e!

Perhaps, this option will work betteré
Lastnighthee al | ed me, sasghoudg: dédTowbwao what

| was taken aback. |l did not i mmediately Kk
youdve been doing till now!o

We talked about the Apygmiesd and fAworthle
him totake a week or two to rest, step into the shadows, let them bustle without him, and let the
people think about where M. S. went, since rig
advised himnottogotothe Mayp ar ade on Red &spadpeepk,tengif wi | |
not hundreds of thousands of people cursing and insulting the President. It would smear the
success achieved with the agreement of the nine republics (the®¢mrevo process) and the
outcomes of the Plenum. Plus, he really needsst, and should make use of such concentration
of holidays between May*and 13".
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He did not respondé And he has a bunch of
line of work alone, he has a telephone conversation with Kohl, a reception ferrfitt in
Novo-Ogarevo, a group of significant Japanese [officials], the Bulgarian Lilov, the Viethamese
leader, etc.

Yesterday he made a speech at the Supreme Soviet on the outcfimevisits to]
Japan and South Korea. He al most did not chan
Amanedtverovay that he himself doesndét know yet
noté so as not to keep pl ayi mg tiHe tf dhdls.t olrty wd
did not have the courage.

What was | doing in the meame? My job. By the way, | again got proof that the group
of consultants that works with me has been givingmeakemni shed product é Whi
that lam still ne e s s a r yanice Tedliags tlioagh a load to bear. | wrote letters to Bush and
Majord responses to their letters to M.S. Again, | had twrige the drafts | got from the MFA.
This was also the case for the response tolAata a greeting to Walesaho, by the way, is
acting quite Iocmalyentquy tand Ppll élsdidoan. But t hat
t hat Aweo did the right thing when we stopped
themselves out, whether they wanttodealt h us or not, whether they
fine without them!

May 2, 1991, Thursday

Rai sa Maksi movna wrote a book, with Pryakh
translatoré | recommended giving thectynanuscr.i
For a long time, three times over, as only shécas if she is speaking with a moron (although
this time she wasnoét gi vi ndgs hhee thAocolrdd emes,, of Ib ual v
giving interviews or publishing articles, even though thveeee hundreds of requests. Now,
when M.S. is being slandered and so much injustice is done to him, so many mean rumors and
speculations spread aboutldmh can no | onger keep quiet. Il ha
Abi ographyo withtihngn.aldowteemy del fbe wuti i n real

| supported her wholeheartedly, and not just out of politeness. We have to talk about him
Afrom the inside. o Tot diostalaso mpdr dapensiobirleit
of time.

| only saw M.S. during these last few days during his phone conversation with Kohl. The
same concerns, the | atter wants to know, A Wi |
support Mikhail o in everything, ngtoncButgettingngé he
down to businegs something is stalling the construction of apartments for the military. He
asked that the contractors would be Germans!

M.S. was in a rush to get to the Security Council, so there was no chance to have a good
talk.
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On the6™, | passed Mitterrand off to Zagladin, who has completely turned into a
traveling (overseas) adviser. Sometimes he manages to get some interesting thoudthts from
foreigners] By the way, these thoughts were useful for my idea to prepare an analysissiew
of the new (itds time!) stageVYanmonskynew t hi nkin
Mal ashenko) already wrote 40 pag®eesdtiigpevend on m
though it was pretty good raw material. Still, there werenelarg ist r at egi co0 t houg
presented a new broad outlieethem They seem to have gotten ins
holidays. As for me, in an hour | am going to visit Metropolitan Pitirim in Volokolamsk!

Out of the blue, M.S. gave me a present of a Japanasic system (radi&D, and
cassette pntiatymyrhguse while | wasvisitifgends, he found me. Joking, he
says, Al made a special tr i"patd.mPtogiveyora Kr eml i n
present . | 6ve bheoeenaméamigngitme,da imemento. o

|l told him, ABut you already gave me a mem
find shaving lotion at the store, so you gave me your own. It was very touching. Now I think of
you every morning.o

ABut that odWindht tthhes oDame! youdl | remember m

It was very nice of him.

Yesterday he ended up going to the Red Square, standing on the Mausoleum, next to the

Labor Union | eader Shcherbakov and other dwor
criticize his policies in front of 30 thousand people. This meeting replaces 4eafrald
tradition of a mass demonstration. And when vy

May days are your biography. They may have been basetiigii@and the seret sourcef the
countrydos ruiné There wer e Sam NdvenberRwheral 0 att a
Gorbachev was insulted in print (on posters) and with shouts, and when he had to leave!... that
didndot happen t hi s t elirstanding tietel Listening tb what amnoaintsmu s t
to Apeoplebso nonsense, total |l ack of wunder st
heartrending facts! How bad things have becom
i n. 0 An df theng including the Labor Union leaders, evenduiat there is no other

way, that it is inevitable, that Ahiso polici
matter how disappointing his mistakesé

Yeltsin, who was also invited tbe¢ Mausoleum, preferred to remain in the Kuznetsk
Basi n. Popov did not show up, since his Party
is also a politickihgmovn ot to fAsmear o himself with Gorbac
with him the rebuks and criticisms, and the appeals to assist in poverty and/ieamwhile,
M.S. honestlyfaceal | of thi sé But from the point of vi
shoul dnét have gone. |l tol d hi m thesecomplaiftthe di d
and not doing anything (and you cannot do anything: you cannot raise salaries, return the old
prices, provide funds and production links, etc.) means in the eyes of the public that you do not
Aheedo the peopl e. Ithe peopeaiflyal, thHe resedenh shewed iitle t t e r
your absence that you know what you are doing and that shouts will not divert you from your
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plans, because these cries are pointless, they are directed against the people themselves. Let them
cry,sotosaywhi | e | wi | | do what | plannedé I n gener
t wo, AChapaev is thinking!od so to speak. Let
impossible to explain anything to anybody right now. He made a truly deep spetth

subject at the award ceremony for outstanding workers (Apf). But who is reading it? Who

i s listening?elatuds faulll wolred sssanfeheydve had enou

May 3, 1991, Early morning

Yesterday was a wonderful day. We visited tadokolamsk Metropolitan Pitirim (his
name i s Konstantin VIadimirovich)odoted his fes
cathedrals, Dubrosekovdhgsite of] the fabricated story of the Panfilov division in 1941,
t hough Pitirim iksnoav pahter isadtoraynd sd deasbrdtc at ed,
city and churches. Tea.

Kashino: #flThigtimehhed sk ncawrgp .tohat i tds a fabrice
says thatit, thelamp,exied even before At hat wherGhenyshevat t he

Yaropolets: estate of the mother of N.N. Pushi@mncharova, inherited aftédreexiled
Het man Doroshenko and from the Zagryazhskieé

Chernyshevds estate: a unique church, fal/l
blown up duringhe war, also falling apart. By the way, the majority of skelitanchurches
that stand on those hills and in the valleys were also blown up by the Germans! Plus the filth of
desolation. Pitirim plans to restore all of this and make it into a cultaltahith museums,
hotels, camping, and tourism. He has already started.

ThelositVol okol amsky monastery is a wonder! Th
is hegumerthere. Everywhere we went, he told us about his plans of economic recovery of the
region and the economic expansion of his diocese into Staritsa, Ruza, and a part of the Tula
Aprovinceoé He has a multitude of connections
relations talent for dAwor | dl ybeanépprapriatedotalk Mo r e
to him about God. Still, over lunch and vodka | got the nerve up to do it. He turned out to be
commonpl aceé in this subject. Or maybe he did
perked up again when we started talking alpamint ventures, investments, connections with
various authorities and economic players, etc. He knows a great deal about agriculture, ecology,
transportation (he graduated from Moscow State University of Communications).

May 10, 1991, After Victory Day

What happened this week?

M.S. received the Japanese Minister Watanabe & Co.; talengV ol s ky déds Il i ne.
got from them as a souvenir a kilolem sausage and a Isigimonlike fish. What have we
come to! In the past, souvenirs like thesewgieven t o chauffeurs, not tl

Though, it came in very handy. Yesterday we tried them with my wartime friend Kolya.

56



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

Zagl adin fiaccompaniedo M.S.6 talk with Mit
notifying M.S. It would seem naturor Zagladin to do it. M.S. was at the top of his form in the
subsequent press conference. OnMay 6 ior gani zedo for Matl ock to
again, the subject was the Tr eatwrbaregue§Sonvent.i
Again M.S.talked a great deal about the significance of this treaty and especially of Soviet
American relations, which we should protect, nurture, keep at a high level; but there are signs, he

said, not only in words but i nfeetlendcsthingsvhi ch s
properly yourself! Why did he get stuck tms navalinfantry, why does he add fuel to the fire of
suspicions?! Or are Yag& Co. really pressuringhimBut i n any case, at thi

Af orgiveo or agree!

HewillsendMoieev ( Chi ef of Staff) to Washington
without a political solution his visit is pointless. He will again be repeating things that are
unacceptable to anyone!

Al soé despite the fact that letheBulgarien al most
Lil ov, he nevertheless met with him (at 1|vash
For what?! | did not go, made Gusenkov go instead.

On the 8' I had Braithwaite and the NATO representative Alexander, then Blech (the
German Ambsasador). Then Edamuralapanese.

The Brits are trying to cajole us not to object to NATO, its existence and activities,
despite the dissolution tiieWT O. They 6ére suggesting we might f
replied, @A We don dnpudentbjoud it after all) wesalso hdve gedetals, vieo
are not supposed to understand the new thinki

Blech is going to a meeting of Eastern European ambassadors to Weimar. He came to get
enlightened. | spoke frankly about Yeltsin (that we donotseehd s an fienemy, 0 but
who presents a danger on the political pl atfo
difference in how Kohl and other European leaders are treating us on the one hand, and the U.S.
Administration on the other. ©the phoe with Gorbachev, Kohl says something like this6u
are in a tighspot;| am thinking how to help yoaBush (despite all his personal qualities) says:

i ¥u are in a tight spot, Michael, | will think how to bestuseyo weakness i n my O0i
interestThi s, in my view, is the meaning of the h
t hat was noted in my report on his meeting wi

Edamura asked us not to pubbDeclargtionfagax pl ai no
whol e. I promised not toé Especi aliblsy smhmde wats
the use of the negotiations at all?

During the day yesterday, Kolya Varlamov and | had our traditional wagkwdélked
downt h e s tl kepgt talkirsg@bout the trip to Volokolamko avoid talking about
Gorbacheuv. In general, | succeeded. At first we drank at my house. He mentioned his loneliness
(itds his second ye awomenfarourealvationel massurpyiséy His r ep | i
sincere response, in the past he would indulg
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my resource, because | have no desire for them anymore. | tried to count them up the other day,
and | ost count at around thirtyéo

| sympathized with mh (about feeling no desire). For | am saved by women, and | have
not spent my resource.

Then we went to Varl amovds on Bol 6shaya Pi
wonderful. His sons in lav Pavel (a doctor, nephrologist), and Volodya (an inteonati
businessman). It was impossible to avoid talking about Gorbachev. | got into a vehement and
frank argument with the businessman: AYou, Vo
Pol ozkov. 0 He insisted that befeopedateeorgand i ng s
explained to the communists how to proceed. In a word, [he described] that very new model,
whi ch woul d_Amndehisisgomingfrora anéntelligent person of European style! He
is a banker, who worked for over ten years in Lond®@angladesh, etc!

Doctor Pavel was wise, fAnonpartisan, 0 and
me.

Right now | am going to the funeral of Ira Miretskaya (ongtheb s wi f e) € She ha
been dead for four days now. And | keep thinking about ostryear youth in Maryina Roshcha,
when she and Leva first got married. We had a

May 17, 1991

The week was challenging and interesting. Because of the May holidays, it stretched on
for 10 whole days. | was present at the talk between dh&the Viethamese Nguyen Van
Linhé it was curiouseée

| fAgave awayo the meeting with the Chinese
adviser (I am the Pr esi daé hetstidiell togetRdr with Nelyha 1 s i
the Departmentof Chie s e st udi es at MGI MO. And, 1|l i ke the
choiceoé unlike

My idea to use my new group to put together a treatise on the new stage of new thinking
is postponed. It turned out not to be so simple-woeked it twice. Now it i$5 pages and still
seems to be all wrong. After reading it, one
have done without iit.o Instead, we have to ma
new, necessary, and inevitable has beeredo

the Nobel speech. Nei

| started working on
though they do contain s

acceptable in style,

Yesterday all of a sudden M.S. assigned me to meet with two professors from Harvard
(Allison and Sachs) together with Yavlinsky. M.S. met with the latter himself and agreed that he
and the Amer i capnrso jcerteoa t[eg aadrfpr MiSovitasmirdjeet is ®
become the foundation (if M.S. accepts it, and later Yeltsin #rets) of ongoing economic
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reform, starting off from the 15, 30, or even 150 billion dollars we will get from the World Bank,
the IMF, etc. afterthe @3 6 s approval

AWhy me?0 | asked Gorbachev (i.e. why woul
ABecaue®,ldede mit is too early for me to meet
Yavlinsky) is going to the U.S. with the group, and ontHBR% i makov and Pavl ov d
Shcherbakov will join them, although Yavlinsky is objecting to this. | aled to persuade M.S.
against it today, when | was telling him about my impressions of the meeting with Yavlinsky and
the Americans. It seems |ike | made him waver
(to me!), whom Yavlinsky and the Harvard prafess consider to be the main obstacle on the
path of economi c r e Foonmowwe nddepreeisely thegkimd of persanh liksme @ i
Pavlov, who is willing to sacrifice himself, ready to leave at any moment; but at the same time,

since he started¢h j ob, he sticks to it |i ke a bull dog.
people otherwise!o | agreed. Alas, this is th
This project is turning out to be bigger t

will present his idea at the Security Counci

There are two dangers here: that th& ®ill not accept it and that M.S. will again get
scared (like in the fall). Yavlinsky told me that Yeltsin approved it and said so to Gorbachev on
the phone.

AThe guys, 0 as Yavl i nslktjed®ancdurage themhie m, | i ke
various ways, f@Adon behalf of the President. o P
receiving them, tried to Ateachod them. They r

our specific character; Sachs is a pesgst, but also attracted by the grand idea (to save the

USSR in order to save themseldethe U.S. and the whole world!). Professtyle, Sachs gave

a rendition of the averaggmer i can-ms ndedr owew of wus: Al f you
you wdné@tnygaol | ars! o

Jiang Zemin, the Chinese General Secretary, must have thought that | would be at his
meeting with M.S. instead of Ostroumov, so he gave me a gift,-atawe s et t e pl ayer é

| am again reading fiMaster anWBandWersagjari t a, o
People are finally beginning to speak about him without mythology and breathlessness: he is a
genius, but fundamentalhot a hero

May 18, 1991, Saturday

Today M. S. convened the Security Council.
on the USSR joining the I MF and the Worl d Bank

Harvard professorsd) Aprogram; o0-7Tinhahdomhet her G
Al 't hough, he has not been invited yet, they a
Theent r e Security Council, except Kryuchkov,

approach jingoism, and primitiveée)
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Bakatin was surprised that he was not info
not a retrograde at all oé

M.S. said that there is radternative; if we have a free market, it would be open to the
worl d marketé He i magined what he would say i
democracyé Pavlov added that the statement at
market reforrs, etc.

When Bessmertnykh and | ran after M.S. to the Walnut Room (after the meeting was
over), to insist that he resolve thavalinfantry issue and the Conventional Weapons Agreement
in Europe, he came down on me, saying that Shevardnadze alreadyOnestedht of
concessions to the United States. He sided with Moiseev, who, according to an agreement
bet ween Gorbachev and Bush (over the phone),
will knock out a 1.5 billion dollar credit for grain, and theitation to the G7 é M.S. does not
getté AEmMotions! o as he says. And if he is not
slowing it down or undermining it. Aleksandr Aleksandrovich (Bessmertnykh) and | (he was a
little shy, | was more forward) told him our predictions of what would hapBerbachev, red in
the face, turned around and went to his office.

When | got back to work after this scene and tried to continue composing the Nobel
speech, my pen would no | onger I|isten to me,
care of me;ley are taking care of their gardens at the dachas!

May 22, 1991

Yesterday M. S. went to Sakharovds reading.
evening he told me on the phone that if Soares (President of Portugal) had not been sitting next
tohimmhe woul d have gotten up and |l eft. AThis Bo

Sumgait, Baku, Karabakh, Lithuania, blood, dictatorship, prisoner of thewiglht prisoner of

the nomenclatureé Just to think tobaayblinkede c¢coun
an eye. They barely showed it on TV | ast nigh
These people praise morals and ethics, appeal
hatred, anger, provoke thesepeopiee\&hoHdothey toirk free ou d
Sakharov? Etc. o

He was very upset.

On the other hand, when Ignatenko called, he was thrilled by what he saw there, at the
Great Hal l of the Conservatory. Anyway, [ Gor b
intell ectual power of Russia and its environso
long time.

Rajiv Gandhi was killedé Could this also b
Like Saddam, like our situation. M.S. got te@yed rememberinhis friend Rajiv at a meeting
with Andreotti. The | atter politely smiled at
Machiavelli!
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| got another assignment. On thé"28.S. is going to Kazakhstan. He wants to devote
ten pages of the speech he will giveéert o i nternational affairs. T
He was extremely frank, practically forcing an invitation to th@é i@ London. He even admitted
that heds been prepar i ngnohnies, stpheee crhe.s tl |w afisg aovne

Vatt a n i (Andreotti s assistant) said that th
suspected of an assassination attempt on the
return. 't turns out that Andr eooyoul Theyarenspi r ed
pressuring us, using the hopelessness of our
G-7.

Gener al Mo i
emptthanded, 0 fAdi
invitati-deo to

S S in Washington. Briefing

eev
sappointimegnmesculitngod hTlsey oar é
t he

May 28, 1991, Tuesday Morning

Thatcher was here yesterday. She is no longer Prime Minister, but acts as if nothing
happened. Braithwaitgrobably did not tell hewho | am and what | did for Sovi&ritish

relations,nor did he mentionthtact t hat | fadored her and my o
portraits. In any case, she viewed me as a minor official, a note taker (the British and Americans
have a special term f or poaverpatioes) widbamdumtl vy r ecor
t hough | shoul dndét <care.

It looks | ike Moiseev had to move towards
yesterday Bush called M.S. and said that Bessmertnykh and Baker will work out the final details
in Lisbon (theyarene et i ng t here because of Angol a). Thel
possible.

Why did they drag this on for so long? Why did M.S. put himself in such an undignified
position? Why provide another occasion of us cheating and not abiding by the documents we
signed? There is a great deal of dilettantism (and obkom stubbornness). Yesterday M.S. himself
admitted to Margaret [Thatcher] that he does not have enough time to grasp everything, not to
mention to Atransformodo it Bomtoipothcg, caseéhe
probably something else.

My 70™ anniversary passed. At noon, when everyone gathered in my office at the CC,
M.S. called me to the Kremlin. He hugged me and presented me with a hsgem/Bouquet of
rosesand asetofchina,amdhve me a day of f: Bushodés experts
coming and | was supposed to be there.

Tamara and the dndgi | s6 + Dunaev had set a
mor ning. When | h i n forstaning with & akévieve toml i n m
my friends, to peopl e I barely knowé There mu
getting drunk as | walked from person to person and clinked glasses. There were no toasts or

speeches, none of (That odrdnicyveadsdrgy ouphdbi(Pagt y
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committee, etc.) met me in the hallway when | was running to the Kremlin, and right then and
there | said goodbye to them.

Bovin was in his wusual manner &€ Rresradkas o me w
Buu everybody was already quite drunk and didn
laughter.

I n the evening | was already writing the i
Kazakhstan. He is flying there today. He gave me back the drafsartle corrections (which
make it a |little weaker)é | started working o

| got so many presents, it is embarrassing: a sound system, VCR, a bunch of different
liquors, trinkets and albums, pajamas, a jogging suit, even bed linens. Welideir@sh all the
vodka, neither at home or at work.

Gorbachev will be in Kazakhstan for three days. A little break for me. A little rest.
Maybeé although mué OslorardBt@dkholm ara comingrup. Artalgsts of
the second stage of
Anewnkhngo is not finisheCh.ntNeilmdda | (elos r[asdlc)] i

May 29, 1991, Wednesday

| have so much reading to catch up on, so many things to absorb in order to-be well
informed. Then there are so many things | need to discuss withthe MFt o pr epar e f or
for his decision and consent. Plus, Thatcher asked for a record of her conversation with M.S., but
the interpreter (Berezhkov) did a terrible job of recording it. | had to work on it myself, to send it
to her today in Leningrad.

Iltal ked with Weber about assigning roles in
Amember so are stildl in their offices in the C
information (ciphered telegrams, TASS [Telegraph Agency of the Soviet Union], etc.)amly fr

me, though it would seem that it should be the other way around. In general, they serve as speech
writers and creators of sethii ni shed products for meé I n a wor
everywhereelsgeXVI I I century on t he ilfiterdestypidtenti al | eve
stenographers, and so on.

June 2, 1991, Sunday

MSoKazakhstan. He picked a good time and p
Ashifto to agreement and calm, to patience an

The next eening after his return (on Friday), M.S. called. He complained that he was
sick. He got sick in Kazakhstan, from the wat

anything for 24 hour s, and he was fAatothe | im
R.M. said the same thing over the phone.
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Yegorov (his new adviser fAon cultureo) 1is
M. S. He i s a favorite, whom R. M. Afon M. S. 06 or
Stockholm (on occasion tiie Nobel Prize). | hate loafers who are favored by authorities for no
reasoné

Y e a hMdskovskaya Pravdaecent | y publ i shed an article
Mi t r ok(hManydo 31, 1991) about Gorbachev and Yelts
boggling. Ozle r e & @rmsing star! He is a layman, who appeared on the scene through

Medvedevds connections. M. S. doesndét even rem
When | suggested to M.S. to assign him to a m
ecaomist), M.S. scornfully dismissed the idea! M.S. has never consulted with him. In general,

he seems to do nothing at all é He asks me Awh

The other one, Golik, is aiming for the Supreme Soviet. For all intents and puipeses
not part of the team; he does not participate
influence on M.S. or on policy.

|l gnatenko is an interesting personé Hebs a
taker. He is able to impose on M.S.gestes i n f avor of democrats an
does not involve him in forming policyé And h

Council (like he does me and Shakhnazarov). Actually, when it comes to advisers, only
Shakhnazarov and |, eautlith his portfolio (political process and international relations), mean
something to M.S., he I|Iistens to usé And 9 t
diverges from the Foreign Ministryodos. oot to
of his foreign policy speeches, the way they appear to the world. It was the same deal with
Shevardnadze (who also tested his speeches on me, even though naturally | did not write them).

It is still the case with Bessmertnykh, who consults with mevenyestep, move, and initiative,

all foreign policy draft orders and resolutions. Together we work against the Generals and the
military-industrial complex.

But political scientist Mitrokhin fronMoskovskaya Pravdia not aware of this. To him, |

am améemoml ature cadre, 0 whom Gorbachev is planr
public eats this up!

Anyway, there is more and more nonsense in the news, now on international relations as

wel | . l gnorance and i ncompet e mche peopte whocdanger se
find out how things actually are, dondt bot he
nonsense.

But | digressé

e KS I NI AOf S eN&liz& dh¥ neaddrépiade Glkd nomenclature assistants with highly

professional, energetic, competitive team members. So far, the President does not have a team. Only a few
L2aaArofS OFYyRARF(GSaAa Oly 0SS ylI YS®fulysdectbRtdah iE +® LIYIF Sy
dzy R2dzo i SRf @ O2y iNARO6dziS (2 GKS INRBGGK LRGSYOGAIt 2F ad D;
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Despite being sick yesterday, oKohlgandur day,
then with four bankers: Relend Walter from Dresdner Bank and Krupp from Deutsche Bank,
plus another oneé Once again, he argued that
pay a higher priceée

He gave a lecture to the bankers along the lines of his Kazakhstan lecturejHich it
foll owed that his fAsocialist choiced was the
laugh.

Later | told him that if the bankers give us a loan, they will not give it oguheantee
of our entire alUnion state property, but on yoguaranteeThis time he laughed alone.

Last night | gave him the draft of the Nobel speech. It is a pity that he threw out my most
wer f ul addition. He said he ¢roodaf,hi®@t want th
I

p
A ackmail ipegsroikdlse mawil tulme. The newspapers are

0
b

Yesterday | also prepared materials for talks with Brundtland and the text of the toast at
the Kingbs receptioné

Today | worked onthe toastatGas on6s ( Swedi sh Pri me Mini st

mat erial for negotiations in Stockhol m. | sen
I n the evening | decided to go for a walk.

powerful adviser) by the Smolenskayetro station. It is instructive how senile the majority of

former powerful | eaders become, how patheticé

Mar k Al SamoubijstvipSuicide] was published i@ktyabrNos. 3, 4, 5. His Lenin
is as | always suspected he should be, when | read and dtudieay entire life, sometimes
even admiring him.

June 5, 1991, Wednesday

In half an hour | am going to Vnukovo, to fly to Oslo with MiShe Nobel speech.

There was a lot of fuss with preparations. And now, after rereading the text last night, |
am not sire that we should have included the things that are in it now. M.S. threw out the main
idea: thaperestroikahas given the world more than it has given our country, and if the West is
civilized, it must repay the kindness when our country fell into suatisis that could turn into a
disaster for everyone. This idea is still implied, but | had finished that section on page 9 with the
words: Al would | i ke my warning to remain in

Yesterday Dobrynin sent a message froaké: Bush has made a final decision to invite
M.S.totheG7 é I ndeed, this event may be pivotal i n

Primakov brought a letter from Bush to Gorbachev. It is one paragraph about nothing in
particular, but it was writtean a new computer, and the U.S. President boyishly decided to
make this sign of friendship to AMichael o! Af
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The clever Andreotti, wise with a thousand years of culture, gave a similar condescending
charactestic of them at a meeting with M.S.

| 6m going oChi s$dhobbdseMaryina Roshchaé

June 11, 1991, Tuesday

Oslo on the 8, Stockholm on the'®

The Nobel speech. An ovation. A walk around Oslo with Tamara Alekseyevna and

Tamar a Pr okaadf Goefvnahei iKksthegdbs reception, as has
city. An amateur orchestra playing by the ent
| dondt really want to record everything,

aboutthe events for the press, and in reports to M.S. | will come back at some later point to this
trip to a wonderful country.

June 12, 1991, (day of RSFSR presidential elections)

Perhaps this is truly a historic day, and a new era will begin for Russa; aational
Aparadi gm. 0

In the end, M.S. was less faighted than Yeltsin and his animal instincts. M.S. was
afraid that the Russian people would not forgive him for giving up the empire. It turned out the
Russian peopl e di dnotimapouvtis tveo yehrs agn). Astherésaltd war n

thenonARussi an people turned away from M. S. and p

Russia wil/ become a new center of gravity, a
Russians dongdv &rnmév Amdv heosi des, the unity

autocracy of governors, i.e. on regionalism and the Cossacks. Both presented a purely Russian

i mperi al beginning of the stateds integrity,

tomeg ge with the | ocal popul ation. And of cours

supremacy and power in the center and the peripheries.

Yeltsin will probably immediately become President, though maybe they will have to
have a second round, but witthom? It would be too bad if with Ryzhkov. It would be good
with Bakatin. Out of the six contenders, he is the only one who is a decent person, sensible,
smart, and informed. He does not seek victory at any cost; he is intelligent in his own right, not
just through his team. And of course, he is progressigerestroikaman.

M. S. called me yesterday. Al spoke with Va
even if he doesné6t win, his participation in
government . o

BeKS grarit (2 b2NBlLeé 6AGK D2NDBl OKSO a2y b2o0Sf odzaAySaac
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M. S. 6 me s s a gWeizsacker onkhe bdcasianrofdlune 22, 1941. An exchange
of public telegrams. | composed them yesterday, he signed them. It was a pretty tough job, to
write them in the spirit toHumderc omnfciVii attaroy.00
May 9" from June 2%. | think | managed. He is also doing a TV appearance on this subject, but
he assigned that to Shakhnazarov.

Yesterday M. S. told me over the phone: ATh
everypodp us and the worl dé There is a new choice
the end of the Cold War. And overall, we passed it successfully, though not without some
faults. o

|l will think about iité this finishthattrgdtisee me a
on the Anew phase of new thinkingo (it is 50
to the group of advisers, and then to the Security Council.

On the 18 he is going to be in Kiev with Kohl. He is still being obscure about the
venueé Materials need to be prepared againé a
work will go into the trash bin, because he conducts his conversation spontaneouslywm his o
way.

He has been invited to the G Tomorrow Braithwaite will probably bring an invitation
from Major. The formula of the invitation is important. Today | suggested to M.S. to use
Andreottidés formul aé and described it to Brai

R. M. fAwr bab@bM.S Murdoah is publishing it in England. It is also published
here. Palazhchenko is editing the translation. In general, he is a very sensible and well educated
per son. He wi | | be my consultant. Thtak e i s an
about himé | dono6t I ike very intellectual dum

| voted for Bakatin for president of Russia and for Saikin and Kraiko for Masdbig
tandem is better than any other one, including Pdpahkov. Kraiko is a politician, Saikon is a
logistic manager.

Krymskaya Naberezhnaya with N.N. Numerous exhibitions and hundreds of paintings:
ARussia todayoé There is a great deal of tale
the artistodés soul, and f i nd rtdselfimvehat ban ong say?rtt er e s
is the accumulation of all styles over the past 100 years, our own and Western. But the result is
our own, and the impression is not imitation.

What should | do about Lyuda, who can tell me?
| am agai n r Sarbbijstivy abdut deaimamd/Russia from 190917.

June 15, 1991, Saturday

What happened this week?
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Yeltsin is the President of Russia. In general, he understood where the unseen forces
unleashed by Gorbachev are taking the country, and he used themdeamtage. He was in
the right place at the right time. The peopl e
Awith Yeltsino we wild/| have a rseocpoovsepreys]h efsntdv oG
curbing his desire to do everything himseifetse everything will fail (although this belief may
not be groundless right now).

The Ademocratic presso and the West are eu
Russia, not the Soviet Union. Maybe something will come of Russia. If this were thg tase,
would be applauding. As for the Unidrforget about it, if only Russia could make it. In his
heart, M.S. thinks so too, but he did not tru
andeée | ost.

Gradually, with dignity, he should recedearthe pages of history, taking his great place
there. It is the law of grand upheavals.

Today | gave himthe4page AAnal ytic noteo about the n
curious how he will react, whether he will present it for discussion by theeaslaisthe Security
Council.

Today he received Braithwaite (the day before, Sir Rodric was visiting me, and gave me
a copy of the official invitation to the-@). So M.S. was prepared and gave the same reply as |
gave Braithwaite, :iwoulddestiange ifthe eudicomesaithd@er i t O
presented to Gorbachev before they heard his speech.

The invitation to London was accepted with pleasure, and followed by an energetic 25
minute conversation (without an interpreter). At the same tili®, agreed to stay in London on
a Aworking visito for a day and a half.

Afterwards, he received Attali (Mitterrand
not stay. This promoted intell ectualalhetis t he F
a swindler who is playing games with us with his financial projects, while he is sure that we will
fail anyway and it will be easy to make excuses. In the meantime, he can show himself around
M.S.andthe& é and | &6 m n o-Tauthaizedédhimtorsmeak totGorbach®v about it
at all.

Yesterday | finished M. S. d"afVersarpsineedhe on t h
beginning of the war. He only assigned me to compose the telegrams to Kdliemsdcker,
and a letter to Brandt. The&yT speech was supposed to be Shakhn
brought it to me last night, it was such nonsense that | could not restrain myself from rewriting it.
Webl |l seeé Same as in the telegrams, wWwe wil!/
congratulations and sedfelusions about our victory.

It turned out very well that, without asking, | sent Brutents to Cooperation Council in
Prague (Schmidt, Trudeau, Giscard, &etc). M. S.
it to be publishd in Pravdaandlzvestiya
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Ambassadors have started frequenting me. The day before yesterday | met with the new
Canadi an one. He asked me to tell him Ahow fo
an hour and a half lecture.

Today | met with thé-rench Ambassador. He brought a letter from Mitterrand, who
expects to meet with M.S. separately in London, and preferably to find out beforehand what M.S.
plans to bring there.

d outo of the CQ@kfuil ding

|l am being e
e known some of t hem f or 2

npu

me, even though |

The telephone rang. M. S. He asked me the ¢

new? é Have you thought of anything? | &d&m hear
Washington is discussingviting Yeltsin to London (tothe<@ ) . 0o

|l reply, AReally? If this is the case, the
that dirty politics ar dirty politics!o

Gor bacheyv AThis only proves thataltbet heyod a
ORussiand affairseéeo

He is suspicious, it is provincial of him! He cannot come to terms with the fact that a
power ful democratic trend has formed in socie

He said he gave an interview on the meeting withtBnaite and Attali, and on the
meeting on privatization.

Il n response, Il told him ab®tuthe Chdiavdnaradfda Al e
the Union of Small and Medium Enterprises. Sh
create our new economm addition, she is goeloking, smart, and charming.

AYes, 0O he reacted, fibut how many more i mpe

He complained that the Central Control Committee [CCC] is holding Shevardnadze
responsible before the Party for saying sometaingo ut t he new party (Pol o
the General Secretary is insulted from the party stands, neither the CC nor the CCC bother to do
anything.

June 16, 1991, Sunday Morning

| just reread the speech that my friends gave at nfyatthiversary; bacat t he CCé
they say Yermonsky wrote it. At the time | was drunk, and did not really hear it. But new, | re

read it with pleasure. They captured the role
But what does it mean sustain niypelfiathi®rdle;, tcohsequentyh s t h a
have some fundamental principles that allow m
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On the same shelf | found an old diary with excerpts from Lenin | wrote in 1964. It turns
out that | noted down the things ynaed to know foperestroikato understand it. But what is
even more interesting is that the modern vulgar people who are throwing Lenin down from every
pedestal, they dondét know the real Lenin, the
to read.

Yes, history has disproved him: in the concrete, creative sense he turned out to be an
idealist, though he left an indelible imprint on the historical process. But he was a great political
thinker. And when at t he MaobstedaywGiuseppe Bofasaich c e i n
that we should write an intellectual biography of Lenin, he was right. Also, we have to make a
strong distinction between the period before 1917, when he was analyzing objective processes,
from the period after 1917, whenheit ed t o Acr eateo history itsel
the card game 21, he went too far.

In any case, it is too early to take him off the shelves for anyesbiecting intellectual.
Although he is not really necessary right now to the massethanutactical politicians like
Yeltsin. They dondét need him because they are
hi story that Lenin-191® smartly Awroteo in 1908

Yesterday, after a meeting on privatization, M.S. gave a big interview to Knakch
(director of TV) (why does he rub elbows with the likes of this Kravchenko, this Sevruk, whom
it looks like heappointedas editor oNovostP! It is equivalent to Mitterrand appointing the
editor of Paris Match). Still, he was at his best. Logical, e ar €é He deftly avoide
about the omission of the word fisocialisto (R
name we are still a Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. He admitted that the people voted for a
single stat es,ocriatlhert tchtheon cfeardo A

But thatoés not all of it. The interview sl
presidential elections. M.S. barely restrained himself from giving himself away because of his
hatred for Yeltsin. He started reasoning that 25 million peopledtigate, that Yeltsin was
elected by only 40 million out of 103! | froze, listening, afraid that any moment now things will
spiral into a scandal é But he switched the tr
of various positions, attitudeand views in society. So these elections emphasize that we need
AGREEMENT.

June 17, 1991

M.S. did not like the speech for TV about Jun&'22f 194 1 . He wanted to
blame it on Shakhnazarov, but said that | did him a favor by adding my sigraiur@ut | told
him that no, there were a number of-domhy own t
Though it is not c¢clear what he wantsé He did
victory. o

h
n

June 20, 1991, Thursday Morning
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| 6vegbteehng up early. Mosquitoes were biti
sleep, dreaming wild dreahss o met hi ng | i ke a duel with Vysots

I n politics: there is a new counter wave i
and Yeltsin (likem the past,in August e pt ember ) . Mor eover, Pavl ov i
he adopted Yeltsin and Ryzhkovds tactics, say
he had the authority (i.e. if M.S. did not get in the way). There was only osiblsethought in
his Supreme Soviet speécithat the President does not have to get involved in everything. This
got them started: Kryuchkov said that back in 1979 Andropov wrote a note to the PB, warning
that imperialism has introduced its agents intothep per echel onso of power

regularly inform the | eadership about this, b
that he is prevented from creating an effective structure to combat crime. Yazov said that we

turned into a seconcitep ower . And off they went: Al ksni s,
by Lukyanov (AHe is playing a clever game, he
circle about the | atter, adding, AMisha wil!/|

resignation and wanted to hold him personally criminally responsible for thalaotiol
campaign (we lost 200 billion rubles on it). Pavlov said this, and only two people oBjected
Garbuzov and Voronin. Not Ryzhkov or M.S.

The CC of the Russian Communist Patyl the CPSU are in session day and night, and,
Il i ke i n April, they are preparing resolutions
resignation. | heard that they are even putting together a personal file on him and his advisers
(my name included

And what about M.S.? He launched another N@®garevo process; moved the Union
Treaty forward, now in concept it is very close to the Russian Constitution (draft). Yeltsin and all
the others initialed it. Moreover, he called Yavlinsky to N@garevowhere he presented his
report on discussions with Harvard and Washington.

He thoroughly prepared for the meeting with Delors today. Tien@l find out from
Delors, not Attali, about what exactly M.S. will bring to London.

Gradually and very clearly (eméo the thickskulled), M.S. is moving things toward a
i ¢ o up | peregyraikaand world politics and economics. There can be no other interpretation
of the inclusion of the country into the fAcom

Yeltsin in the U.S with reservations about M.S. in the pasbpenly seems to be
moving things toward reconciliation with the
word AUniono next to the word ARussia. o0 What
With whom, and how? lelybe this is a new method to get rid of M.S.? That is why the ceunter
perestroikapowers are becoming furiodddbb ecause t here wi | | be no pl a
the fAYeltsin Union. o

Meanwhile, M.S. cannot let go of heédd methods. He went to the PeasantsCongr es s,
t h Agenerals of coll ect i v okhotnoryadisy Theytipewt bel | i e
him a tantrum. Pavliov (!) told them bluntly:
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the treasury has no money!) and then farewell@onthole economic reform program. They

nearly threw him off the rostrum. They declared that they will crawl to the Red Square to starve.
(Ligachev made an appearance; they worship the ground he walks on). They called Gorbachev

on the carpet. Hecame andrstaed reconci ling: again the conci
Afsee what can be done, 0 etc.

But what #@Acan be doneod?! Pavlov is right i
it is a point in favor of Yeltsk&1 | aev, who wil |l gereaotraéskoh wipgthec

There was trouble with Aanother versiono o
Yakovlev*iWhy did you get involved?d He fussed, m
forgeryd there is not a single matching phrase to the authentic text of the speech. | told Yegor,
AWhat happened to the editorial ofgaiagrapis Coul d
did not match, some things were added or throwd dhiat is one thing. It would provide ground
for speculations and suspicions. But these texts are completely different! How could this
happen?! 0 He promi sed t o nfagery (reconded fronethesvords wh o
of a Dutch reporter). But, of course, the reporter urgently departed.

One should take them to courdi,t iwoultdmmwétr eb e
good to bring it up in a negative context yet again. But how greaiuld be to collect
something like 100 thousand from each one of them!

| 6m going to go and prepare materials for
squandering our friendly relations with them because of our sickly economy.

The weather is awful: 32 degrees Celsius, 98 percent humidity. Good thing that we have
air-conditioningat work!

June 21, 1991, Friday

Yesterday was a strange and possiligteful day. M.S. recorded a TV appearance for
the 5¢" anniversary of June 22, 49. We managed after all to keep it in the spirit of
reconciliation, though Awith tears in our eye

In the morning he received Delors. | got out of this assignment by sending Zagladin
instead of me. But Gorbachedisd qui te a few things thereé inc
started bristling as soon as they felt that the Supreme Soviet is losing power and society is
starting to calm down and accepting the Gorba¢helisin agreement. Zagladin consulted with
me whethe t o report this passage to the press. I

In the meantime, Matlock asked to see me; we met at 3:30 p.m. He had a proposal from
Bush for M.S. to visit the residence of the U.S. Ambassador in London on Jubetiveen 3
p.m-5p.m.,afteM. S. 6 speech, so they could talk in pr

“He published it in hiMoskovskie Novosti ! dzii K2 NRa y 256
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At the same time Matl ock asked me about w h
speaking at the Supreme Soviet against the Pr

| explained to him that Pavlov is a good finan@ad a man with character, and we need
people Iike him right now. But he hasndét gott
yesterdaybdés demand for more powers that was i
appeared that Pavlov led the oppositamd protests against M.S. This is another blunder on his
part, an awkward situation. But everything will be fine.

| called M.S. and he i mmediately agreed to
Matlock.

Braithwaite called and said that on & 4 British sherpa will arrive on account of the
G-7 in London, and that M.S. promised to meet with him. The Queen is inviting M.S. ori'the 17
fromS5pm6 p. m. é et c.

Then, unexpectedly, at 8 p.m., | got another call from the U.S. embassy. Matlock
requested aimmediate audience with the President; he had a secret and urgent message from
Bush.

M.S. called me right at the same time, and
rushed to the Kremlin. I asked M.oX.k, hsahdonudltd |
come in yet when Pavlov called and started describing the disciplinary work he did with the
chairmen of all the Republics. He invited Delors to the meeting of the Cabinet and the latter also
gave them a lecture on how to manage finances if @amsxa market system. And it was so

harsh that their jaws dropped. Pavlov | ooked
account, and before hanging up he threw an ir
the most positive thingyéduv e done in the |l ast three dayso (|
speech!).

Matlock entered, pale as a sheet. As if we had agreed ahead of time, M.S. also started by
saying all kinds of nice words to him (I had done the same when he visited me, with tlegjre
he is leaving). M.S. said that Matlock has done a good and honest job here, he was a real partner,
and helped a great deal during this difficult period, that we value his work, etc.

Matlock stood and anxiously waited to deliver the message hewdme\nd this was
his message:

AMr. President, | just received a personal
instructed me to meet with you immediately and convey the following message: the American
secret service has information that tomorfoe. today, on 06/21) there will be an attempt to
remove you from power. The President consider

M.S. started laughing (I did too!). Matlock became embarrassed, feeling like he brought
such asilly ideatotheverytop.Hestad apol ogi zing that he coul dn
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order from his President, even though he told
from Moscow and it was unlikely that was true.

M. S.: fAThis is 1000 per daetthat George waknedimg . But
about his concern. If he received such information, it was his duty as a friend to warn me. Please
reassure him. But | repeat, | see the confirmation of our real relationship in this message. It
means that we have comeveryifandeed i n our mutual trust. Thi

He spoke kindly, but with an internal irony, as if he was sure that all of this is nonsense.
Then he got talkative. fiYou know, Mr . Ambassa
Comrade Ambassadomal he jokingly explained why he al |l
talks are possible here. You see whatodos happe
the same words that | used a few hours before: in society, things are moving toward agreement
and calm. We are moving toward a Union Agreement, participating in-the.& we are
moving toward a real economic emergence of the USSR to the outside world. This meets with

approval. Yeltsinbés el ecti on c omdtonal approathhi s. S
and the people behind it. But there are forces that do not like these developments. They exist in
t he Parliament, although not the entire AUNi o

sensible people. There are also the fimhpnes, who are ready to swallow the micropBone

Al ksni s, Kogané They are backed by those who
echelons of power and privilege. And again they are rallying and plotting how to undermine the
recovery procesdt is not impossible that they engage in various discussions, including the kind

that was overheard by your agent.

He told him about Delorsé along the way <ch
same words as | used when Matlock visited me.

At home, Arya and Mitya packed their suitcases. | turned on Bach. At midnight there
was a call from the reception room: Bush is asking to speak with M.S. on the phone. | told them
to connect, if that was the case.

At 6 a.m. Anya and Mitya left. | walked them to tree.cThen there was a call from the
MFA.

now | don

ol l finish writing t
h d] !

[ at
(Arbatovodos deputdy) 0 t

I re Righ
c hi [ el

e
0 Shi

June 23, 1991, Sunday

Anyway, the fears continued. At night Bush called Gorbachev. Tdeptien room asked
me: what should we do? | told them to connect. But M.S. had been out for a walk with R.M. (it
was around midnight). When he came back, he ordered to be connected to the White House. But
Bush was already busy. And, it seems that BusHdsidhope of connecting with the other

> Not to forget: before Matlock visited M.S. with his warnings, in the morning | got a call from Plekhaobto
be confused with the Head of Security, General of the KGB, the futurelchbupldi A OA LI y i X ®! dzi K2 NDa
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Asuperpower o nearly at the turn of the XX cen
morning.

When | got a phone call at 6 a.m. from M. S
AWhat shoul dt wkeedoamj d6hl theplied indignantly,
we wake him up?0 fAiDondétéo | decided that it i
(though the MFA notified me that the telegram

Neverth¢ essé he got it only at 9 a.m., when he

I dondt know what was in the telegram. It
he gave a dressing down to everybody who failed to secure a line with Bush at night: he put me,
Kryuchkov, and Boldin omthe selector. Kryuchkov made pathetic excuses, blaming it on the fact
that there was no request on the hot line. M.S. cited from the telegram that initially they tried to
use precisely the hot I|ine. Kryuchkoo Bbobkdied
received orders to immediately fire everyone in the reception room, without attempting to cover
their tracksé AThe | azy i diotsé One of them s
out | aughing) é

He wanted to give me a piece of hismag we |l | but | replied, A
with it? They 6éconsultedé with me, and | told
anything |like this happens again, cal/l me at
about olomgibea@ammoour Aservicesoé

Later he asked me, AMaybe | should cal/l Bu
|l et 6s do it aouldbhatpeo mer Whhéer ePme9 a. m. They ha

Bushodés i mpressions fr onhemassubjeetefti ng with Y
conversationé with overtones to reconcile the

subdued the Supreme Soviet. Bush already knew about it through his agents.

All the fAfearso were i mmedi atneHarge. lAHel evi at e
wanted to, he could dismiss all these babblers and provocateurs (and have anottér June 3
Stolypin coup, when he dismissed tfféumal). He would have the support of the republics
and of all of Russia, headed by Yeltsin. These idiots do not understand that the situation changed
radically afterthe Novgar evo fAil+90 and Yeltsinbs el ecti ol
home front, ad he no longer will bow to these professional loudmouths. He gave them a serious
punch in the jaw! There were probably only two or three such fierce, pivotal speeches during all
of perestroika And they submitted. They applauded. All of Moscow took a hrdaten the
fenemi eso spoke with admiration about his beh

beating the drums, though it would seem that

Now about the point | di dtémorning betboret i me t o
Matl ock visited Gorbachev, Pl ekhanov (Arbatov
Studies) call ed me Al have to inform you, 0o h
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of ficersdé oppositi asadthatguspicious aniitaryounimowerments hatey a n

been sighted near Moscow. 0 | took the story w
After Matlock in a conversation with me [ M
laughing abouthe Ame¢ i candés nai vet®, said, AYou know, Ve
Sergeyevich, take note! You are too trusting with the KGB and your security services. Are you
completely confident in them?0
M. S. said, ASo that one yasandownaAtleastmoust t oo

dondét panic. 060

Il n any <cas
give a real d
savory parts of his speech).

, | think these signals and Mat
essing down to the Supreme Sovi

He callel me after this speech at the Supreme Soviet and railed at these scumbags in foul
language.

Finally, today is a truly free day. Yesterday | managed to finish the materials for talks
with Koivisto (he is coming on Monday). After all the MFA drafts and aftgrconsultants

worked oniit, I still hadtorevr i t € i t. They do not get the HAmor
write Afor Gorbachevodo: the ideas are the same
how to frame them soexhey dondt | ook | i ke ban
| also prepared a list of questions for the telephone conversation with Kohl tomorrow
morning.
YesterdaywasJune® | remembered everything that h:
hour. And | di dnd ltwadabwoik. Tmeysayhthepshowedhe My vi e A Bu

proklyata voinad [ War be Damned] with Sasha B
only 57 minutes of my 40 minute speech they initially recorded!

June 24, 1991, Monday

Yesterday was an exceptionally dull day. | did not go to Usperistemed to the record
player, which | first spent a long time fixing (i.e. messing it up). Leshchenko, Vysotsky, Vivaldi!
With a bassoon. Then a visit to the Manezh with N.N. A certain Kazatin. 1000 similar
paintngd mostly of the a@&nteirst hewisfteg | ®@red | a kreoa f y.
with a big brush from a bucket on the canvas
exhibited in 30 countries and is our highest haudency earningvialyutnyj artist.

We walked down the ste¢s. It was hot, tiresome, irritati@gespecially with the
accompaniment of her smart and highly intellectual discussions on various truly important
themes.
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| got extremely tired, and then had to sta
was close tthe end of the line, the saleswoman yelled that they were out of milk, and | had to
go to another store, across from the American Embassy (alas!).

Today M.S. had a conversation with Kohl. They agreed to meet in Kiev on™lue6
Spiegebublished a highly secret letter from M.S. to Kohl from this March (where he is asking
for a new loan and a lurrgum agreement regarding military equipment).

Koivisto was here at 3 p.m. Ninefive percent of the time M.S. talked about our
[internal] affars. | am hearing this for the umpteenth time. Koivisto was extremely tactful and
gui et é Al though you c o u-frathk exptaeation of aur affirewa el t s u
unnecessarily excessive. And it is not done without the additional intent afgniaklear to the
Finn that he should not expect us to replay our loans and to encourage him to be lenient on new
deals.

When the conversation turned to delegations, Koivisto became more talkative, as much as
it is possible for a Finn. He suggested @eai that M.S. did not pay attention to. Perhaps it was
not intended for that: he said that the trade agreement from 1947 was created in a different era,
when we (Finland) had great economic dependen
do away with tle previous agreements. (In essence this is undermining the main Agreement of
1948).

On the subject of European affairs, M.S. for some reason started talking about the
inviolability of borders as the sacred principle of the Charter of Paris. This is aftaplained
that we will have to separate from the Balts! Koivisto kept quiet. This was wise, because
debating would be pointless.

June 26, 1991, Wednesday

Today | Atook time offo from the meeting b
Gusenkov)Maxwell was imposed on M.S. by Kryuchkov, they have some business going on!
Every time he visits, he is fApresentedo to th
| ecturing Gorbachev on how to | ive nilfoundondon,
out from Primakov the day before that Maxwell wants to see M.S., | objected and decided not to
tell Gorbachev. But he asked me himself. | tried to convince him that he should not meet. And he
agreed [with me], but in a couple hours called antiauit any explanation set the day and hour
of the meeting, openly referring to Kryuchkov

Il n the meantime, the world press (ours par
speech atthe Supreme Sodietgai n about the f acttr athead iitnmsp eag e
into the highest echelons of power and that he is reporting this, but nobody is listening.

Ignatenko asked M.S. what he, the pressvice, should say in response to this at the

briefings. ADo not get Iimewkvpvaperwho WNMn&wsrwip
are talking about a speech at the Supreme Soviet, in a closed (!) session! l.e. about strictly
Aconfidential o informationé
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This is a mystery to meé Maybe he really d
supporttsbase 6pseoé for him, or for the State
Today (Gusenkov told me) M.S. casually men
that | wil|l run for another presidenti al term
news to the West: they will comgikly stop reckoning with him, they will transfer their attention
to Yeltsin even more than now.

Shakhnazarov and | wrote him a protest abo
on i mport goods (as a resul t, arguedithatitpppede hi gh
the Apresidential 6 5 percent sales tax. He di
(Minister of Finance) to work on thisé Does t
him?!

| have to prepare everything at once:

- Fort he British sherpaébés visit (July 1)

For the meeting with Kohl in Kiev (July 5)

For the Mexican presidentodés visit (July 3
For the G7 é

By the way, so far he has not involved me or Shakhnazarov in the work with of the group
headed by Medvedev in Volynskdde anwhi | e, t hey are writing fGc
Primakov visited them, read their drafts, and was horrified. For example, there is a whole section
berating separatism and nationalism in the Baltics. You have to be an idiot and a provocateur to
Asggest o something |like this for London. I n 1t
but a little less) are the people who really know the material in the context oftl{exgept for
the strictly economic program). And we are the ones who arthe@ at VVolynskoe.

Yesterday M.S. met with Allison (from Harvard) and Yavlinsky, at my insistence. As a
result, he is even more engaged, even though he said that he will be considering not just them but
other projects and programs as well, includingitke as of Schmi dt 6s fACoope
recently had a meeting in Prague (Brutents attended).

Yesterday the French Ambassador Dufour invited me, Primakov, and Medvedev (and
Zagladin ended up there as well) to the embassy for dejeunér fsio] fiqouneés tus about
we (M.S.) are preparing forthe'zGé He already came to me for thi
wine, and vied with each other in Aexplaining

InlzvestyaBovi n i s scathing the critics of Gor b:
theteaml am trying to arrange it. It would be us
acquaintances. 0

June 29, 1991, Saturday

Yesterday morning M.S. objected when | reminded him that he has a meeting at 11 a.m.
with the Jewish activist Rappaport. How could | gamre that to what is going to happen at 11
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a.m., he said! What is going to happen is a discussion of the CPSU draft program at the Program
Committee.

|l shut wup, but stil!l interjected, AThis pe
andhourot he meeting. Just |l ast night | reminded
about any programéo

e meeting he ca
u grgssing aown | oo (which was
ol | be useful f

I 1 e
am not sure if this was i c
r

Five minutes before th
s
underserved) or because |

d
om
o] fu
| did not regret attending. M.S. started with an attacBovetskaya Rossiydoviet
Russia] and similar press media who are pursuing an unbridled ygyadof him]. This is not

a free discussion! This is a sign of degradation in the Party. If this goes on, this Party will be
thrown out of political life.

One Gusev from th€entral Committeef the Russian Communist Party and another
fellow triedtoolh e c t . But Gorbachev fAput them back i n
A We ol | see if you remain in the Party.o I n ge
and the CC itself is embittered tpeoplelag extrem
Ivashko insists we should have. They say that this group got together before the Program
Commi ttee and were planning a caterwaul for t
with his fierce attack.

Abalkin, the academician Pakhomov, Dsov, the Nizhniy Novgorod obkom secretary,
and some others said a great deal of smart things. But the majority of it was primitive, ignorant,
and reactionary aggressiveness. These were the people at whom M.S. directed his introductory
speech, whichhestae d wi th the words fiBefore you stands
the country to the capitalists, ance®ovetskaya i es o0
Rossiyawhile pointing at Chikin, the editor in chief.

His concluding statement wasstep forward (in his ideology). Probably for the first time
he said to this fAPartyo pubbdbiwebawae bpgdoerdughb
pagan worship of the founders. They were gian
thought from worshiping them, we will not find a theory to adequately deal with reality and with
modern science. O

I n fact, it is t & iPeresfroka2 ,di m ot ce xfpd cad na ikko ako
our people, and to the Party after five years, anda@xgl before he hands over the reins.

| am immersed in preparations for a meeting with the Mexican President {40)§ &
speech and negotiations materials, and an interview for their newspaper; meeting with Kohl (July
5" in Kiev); partial preparatons or London. | dondt have time to
sometimes not even TASS and cables. On top of everything else, it is 32 degrees Celsius, and
there are mosquitoes at night.
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| dondt want to read the policytl papers (to

July 3, 1991, Wednesday

This day is a notable day because M. S. pra
A mo v e i ¢ha YakovlevShevardnadze Party, and at the PB he succeeded in retiring
Polozkov.

It turned out that Medvedev and his group, affnding two months in Volynskoe,
createdforthed somet hing that we cannot take there.
two days before he has to present it at the i

| warned him that the Medved&z h e r e | 6 kproduceesammethingi fit for the
Party activists, not for the-@ in London. Shakhnazarov also told him this.

In the meantime, fld have the MextT andn pres
Gonzalez on the-8™

July 6, 1991, Saturday

Yesterday: Kev, Kohl & Co.

The city itselfé | havendt been there in 3
and | were in the AChai kao -Ewopeard (actually, moref eel s |
German) city of the XIX century, with green streets, tdy, ean, wel | mai nt ai ned

chauffeur said there are generally enough goods in the stores. Compared to Moscow!

Maybe we are making a mistake when in the mass media we pretend to be poorer than we
really are: saying that we are practicallyontheverde st ar vati on and tot al
i's stildl aliveé and Ukraine can survive on it
demonstrator s 60 %! 6gbadhed Nord &, A Ko hl

The country estate [ we st ayBedutyaftndtureu sed t o
Mosquitoes.

Negotiati orog@&nd,id swheémemet hey addressed eact

us, the entourage, it was much better than it
good guys themselves. But this time we biexdeness, understanding, trust, especially from us,
from M.S. Kohl wants us to be successfulatthe @ But he i s not sure tha

the same outlook, especially Bush, Mulroney, Kaifu. He praised Major quite a bit, and scolded
his Apmredecesso

Later (when we were talking in a |l arger ci
persuade us to submit to the | MF M. S. said t
West 6s) behavior toward the USSR will affect
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Il n general, M. S. 6 arguments were the wusual
in the last few months. He did not read my version for the Gkept trying to give him my
copyé he used a l|little of the a&aempontienmart of
range of problems with the fAmemorandum, 0 he |
with Kohl |l offered him my version, saying AW
have a copyé You s endawaytsletméknavaa to expecthhat hesvalli d i t
take it as the main text. (Nevertheless, when we got back to Moscow, he called me to
AVol y29akoe Af i ni s hdbefordwwndingitiathe heads oftthke eepul@ics. On
the 8"heisconvening he Federati on Council to obtain a m
manage to do itin one day? Ifhe startslre ct at i ng Medvedevds version.

M.S. and Kohl had a big discussion on Yugoslavia. They did not come to an agreement.
Kohl was fravning, because M.S. pushed: Aoterference in internal affairs, trouble if the

CSCE becomes a tool for intervention, territo
standard set with a view to the Baltics! Meanwhile, Kohl is proceedingtfierfact that
Yugosl avia no | onger exists, and even tanks w
Eastern Europeé M.S. pulled toward fAcooper
influencedo complex: fAThey are sick of wus. But
Chancelbr ofthenowu ni t ed Ger many. AfiWe had to have rea
in relations with our former allies, to let time settle the new situation, to get used to dealing with
them | i ke with everybody elisad, 0 ard anotontsdv @ sp
form. o
When we were flying to Kiev, on the airpla
the hatred we stirred up with our Afriendship
then ruined everything!o

He arguedvith Kohl that bilateral treaties must have a paragraph orentry into
Ahostile alliances. o Kohl, of course, shot ba
Kohl and M.S. had one thinginm@dNATO! ) A And i n gener?dffter what
all, Hungary in 2005 will become a member of the EU, and the EU will have close cooperation
with the USSR! 0

The joint press conference on the lawn was very successful. M.S. was in top form, very
articul ateée

In a word, the new friendship with the &&ns got another big bucket of cement for its
foundation. The refrain at the meeting for both of themdwidgverything is alright with the
SovietGerman relationship, it will determine the fate of Europe and world politics. Both of them
are coming fronthis idea.

On the airplane on the way home, he told K
cannot have influence over us, the USSR. Moreover, without us, he cannot wield influence over
Europe, and without us he cannot be free of the American inBu&wche will do everything to
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help us recover and stand together as a moder

his eye on Ukraine, but this is different fro
By the way, yesterday Kohl met separately with Kravchuk, F@Rapresentative of the

USSR Counci | of Ministers) andé Gurenko (Firs

of Ukraine)é During lunch he clearly was cond

president and especially the premier) is a dulllzenaghty mediocrity! But it thinks very highly
of itself!

Wal ks with M. S. and without himé while Koh
Dinner: a very fAstr ai-hpated Drankvopite d bit. Togsts'le ad, v

Departure: Kohl waited in the plane faath f an hour for his jour na

|l adder (as wusual, |l did not stand in the crow
and to everybodyds surprise approached me and
shoulderandsagd | did not wunderstand everything he s
AYou do good work!o Someone from his people m

whom | associate: Blech, Teltschik, Kohler, and others. They must have understood ti@t it is
Zagladin but Chernyaev who is the key f

Who i s going to prepare materials for Gonz
pals.

July 7, 1991, Sunday

Il n Vol yThegdeaple gathered: Pavlov, Shcherbakov, Minister of Finances Orlov,
Academician Abalkin and the wise Yaremenko, a certain scandalous Yasin, director of IMEMO
Martynov, of course Medvedev and Ozherel devé

Turns out theyalready had a draft for London. But it was in the form of a letter from
M.S. to the heads of the seven states. Nineteen pages long. So my draft was completely out of
place.

Gorbachev arrived. They read the draft. He suggested to use it as the basigoapage
by page. | objected, saying that | have a comment of a general nature: the numbers and data

embedded in the text create a sense that our
uncertain whether we will be able to repay the loans. Why sheildio this? Would this really
encourage fAthemd to deal with us, i f we admit
ourselves?

Abalkin, then Medvedev said that we should show the situation openly, otherwise they
wonodt believe us.

| objected that thelgnow the situation better than we do. It is a question of psychology
and tactics. The heads ofGare interested in helping us politically and we should not put them
in a situation where every fAsherpaod hean cite
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political decision is made, it will be too late. Experts and financiers will calculate together with
us, what to do with us.

Later, when M. S.

and | happened to be one
wording. | did it with my draft, butthisi a di f

ferent textéo
M. S. : fnWe donot have the ti meébod

I : ABut 1t I s I mpossible! For exampl e, it
report for the CC Plenum!o He | aughed. But du
to make a comment, conton, or to suggest alternative phrases and formulas. The same thing is
happening: in front of higlevel people he demonstrates his contempt for his advisers (not just
medso they would not think that he #Alistens to

In a word, the text is still seo. There was a large debate whether to reveal our external
debt figures and the national debt in general
pityo and bl ackmail them a bit with the threa
of the consideration that the next day [after seeing these figures] they will close the loans still
available to us. So far we have not reached a consensus. | supported the idea to remove numbers
fromthe letteringenerdlt hi s i s not asbebutf obdédorthbeefnblkeadp
wi || be a |ive discussion and M. S. should hayv
dataé but only Aupon request, 0 not as a strip

ASIi multaneously, 0 th
M.S. in Volynskoe. He is a handsome man, has a P
of Paris, etc). They sp rs
Though M. S. did go a | e overboard with th
agreed and kept trying t explain the situat:i
telling: he does not read even guage referencsebefore meetings. Sometimes he does not know
the names of the people he is speaking to.

e head of the Al banian
hD in physics (graduated from the University
oke as iofmalpdogle. 30 yea

I

k
tt
0

Later in the day, | got a call: Matlock was eager to see M.S. with an urgent letter from
Bush. M.S. said he should come to Volynskoe. He arrived. The three of usvsatldhe
Ambassador, glancing at the English text, summarized the main point: Michael, if you still
believe that we will manage to conclude the START Treaty, send Bessmertnykh and Moiseev to
Washington on July, but with full plenary powers (!).

M.S. promised to respond within two days.

| sent the text to Bessmertnykh. M. S. call
wor k. o

| said to him, AMi khail Sergeyevich, why a
Conventional Weapons Agreement is baiegeated. Our behavior contradicts basic common
sense. After all, i f there wild.l be no war, i f
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Ai ntegrate, 0 th
t

what meaning c this stupi
missile, orthelegt h o f f t h

e an
h Il rst stage?! These are e

In a word, | got carried away.

He replied, AYou are iIimpatient, you have a
pt rushing and rushingé But t heasd yar d trhegoth
eir own | aws. 0

|l . AWhat | aws, when we are counting days,
London? What will you say to him? Why these m

M. S. : fAAIl r i-gxplaining and dthoen cal luld i nBythéwaly,i i ght . o
objected to the comparison of me and Shevard@ageemight have similar temperaments, but
the substance is different.

By the way, M.S. railed against Shevardnadze (on the plane from Kiev, with Ignatenko
present). He said that Shevardnadralfy has shown his cards, he is eager for power, wants to
become president, his ambition is devouring him!

Today from early in the morning I rewrote
Gonzalez. Brutents & Co. had made a draft based onthe MFAvardion| e | was i n Ki
it is not quite righté | dondédt wunderstand why
Ain the spirit of M.S.o0 After all, his style
i nterviews ar e aegrianslara bi$ teaié of thought aneikrsownha n n

| sent it to be printed. Then | started working on materials for negotiations. | finished
around 4 p.m.

July 9, 1991

Yesterday at Novo Ogarevo M. S. got approva
He won agai. | had doubts that he would. | thought they would start chewing the fat, finding
fault with the fact that they were not given a written text and that it was not done in advance.

This means that something is happening along the lines of settling dovterdégshe
agreed to Bessmertnykh and Moiseevds trip to
broughtto Volynsko on Saturday. | asked him, fls ther
START?0 AYes, 0 he said. 0 Maskedldelmkedatmeakkance. o n e

Why are all the trump cards in Moiseevds h
Conventional Arms Treaty, though he was the one who sabotaged it to the limit. And until he
went to Washington, there was no progress. Aralw t he same t hing?! This

Yesterday Gonzalez [was here]. They were mutually open to the extreme; to the point
that M.S. told him that on the June [sic["25C Plenum he will have to split the Party, it can no
longer be maintained asiits . Gonzal ez is the smartest of 't he
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He represents a true symbiosis of Don Quixote
suffer either from conservatism or radicalism. His strength is in his real common seesktol tr
embellish the press report about their meeting, hinting at some things that cannot be said openly.

Yesterday, after dinner with Gonzalez, M.S. wanted me to be present at the meeting with
the Spanish businessman and philanthropist Konoe. They weoséah upon him by Yegorov +

R. M. I did not goé Yegorov himself was alread
tell Gorbachev that my age and position preve
the whim of Raisa Maksimovna. He got arethavorite to replace Frol@dvnow it is the slacker

Yegorov, and once again Athrough Raisa. o0 Ugh!

July 11, 1991, Thursday

Yesterday at 10 a.m., while at wor k, | wat
just new power, not even a new government str
actor and deputy Basiashail i, wofHaytveadimirby Yelt
the Baptizer, as well as Sergius of Radonezh, Peter the Great and CatBetireeclieators of
the Russian state, the kind that fits modern
of the Aevents (! ) odtriotit Wdr. AlbeétheObteber ®Revolrionn o Gr e a
everything is blacké it all deserves only to

In his aggressive, vindictive farewell speech, Patriarch Alexy Il blessed precisely this
approach to the pastée amthishaddutesseAfTley ads
while they stood in the front ravfrom the Buddhist, to the Jew in his hat.

M.S. decided to speak after the anthem (AG
and Yeltsinds cl osi ng ideplyeskakhnazdrov andidictateddby poor s
Gorbachev). It did not live up to the solemnity of the occasion, whatever it may mean, but it
reflected a powerful (for how long?) currentRdissian tendencies t he fAr ebi rth of
i deaoée Aft eRusaslila twhietrheouwoul d be nothing. The
realistically Russia is the only support the
Nazarbayev! After all, he, President Gorbachev, resides in Moscow, which is now again the
capitalof Russisé The speech was political and would b
Peopl ebs Deputies, and a routine one at that!
aspect (his inner surprise that someone like Yeltsin could get so high) and thapgpadius
aspedd hi s inability to reject the Asocialist cho

t
r

Against the background of this very symbolic performance (!), Gorbachev is concerned
by the draft Party Program, which he will present at the CC Plenum on JulytBBk itis a
historic mistake for him to identify with a cividea on a Union scale. It can be explained by the
origin on his political thinking. He probably still believes that the Party can exist as a unifying
support for the UniomnuseEwen as a support of

=]

He does not want to see (even though he does see it!) that all these Politburos, these
Secretaria® nobody needs them, they have no power even over the Communists anymore.
Unlike in the very recent past, their commotion and threats no longer syaosign
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He asked me to fiwork a |ittleodo on the draf
on ité Cleaned it up even further of all the
thereds practically none liedti.t 1A t he evening

I replied: AThi s 1 s t he bepetestrokaiudleosrof t o kee
t he Party membersé Everything else throws the
6enemy of 0 arewpeppke that forméd over the last sixysa. 0

M. S. was hesitant, fAGeorgiy (Shakhnazarov)

Il n any case, against the background of Yel

the Union Treaty and the London7G the very fact that he deals with this nostaRgacty
nonsense only puts Gorbachev farther on the sidelines of pivotal events.

He told me that he talked with Yavlinsky for two hours. He said it was interesting and
i nf or mat Yavliasky reBuged t go to London as a member of the Presidential team: he
reserves his option for criticism in case Gor
work (i.e. he is preparing a maneuveled.lt hat he
said to Gorbachev, AThis shows his character
level of dishonesty, even though he appears to be hgmesgnified o

Instead of him, M.S. included Kravchenko in the trip to London! One more prabf t

M. S. is afraid to find himself without Aol d a
Kravchenko from |l eft to right and all around,
Neverthelessé itb6s the samergs whttht hbePKGBY €

Today he is receiving an envoy from Kaifu (Prime Minister of Japan). But he refused to
see the Israeli Minister of Agriculture. He pushed the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh
on Yanaev. With scorn mpa dreenft s €d | tom erhe etc hwir tohy
promised to do so in front of everybody in th
from the army, and his army superiors hate his guts!

July 12, 1991, Early Friday Morning

Yesterday the Japanese Ambassdtlamura came together with the special envoy from
Kaifu. The Japanese are very strict about their protocol: these meetings for us are no big deal,
and whether we decide to receive them or not
adviser),onchanée But for them, it is the devel opment

It is clear that the Japanese dondét want t
is reacting to the fact that the press started to contrast him to everyone, even Bush, not to
mention the Europeans, in the question of inviting M.S. to t#fe G

Il n the Hasidim affair (the transfer of the
listened to Yegorov, who got involved without knowing the essence of the matter, and repeated
Gubekk 0 6s position, as opposed toé mine, and | 06r
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|l ose quite a bit on these Atrifles. o6 Bush, An
already behind the Hasidim!

M.S. spoke tenderly about Frolov. | suggestmavdais working against you. He
replied, nlt i s reflecting the situation in t
probably tired, and doesndét want to deal with
how he treats hisalorites!

July 14, 1991, Evening

About to leave for Uspenka (dacha).

M.S. called, shared his thoughts about what he will say at{he\W& are not the only
ones in a transition periédthe entire world is, he said. They also moved away from one system,
buthavendét developed a new one. Meanwhil e, al/l
ACol d War .o Yugoslavia showed us that we are
referring to the fact that gathering in London will be heads of state, not mira&terance).

| told him: maybe we made a mistake when w
members of the G about consolidation of debts. Back in Volynskoe, Shcherbakov and I loudly
objected to including this. But he listened to Abalkin and Medve#led now he got worked up,
because he knows it was wrong, because Bush w
advised against doing this, as did Mitterrand
before receiving it. Thereisacertamp c hol ogy of banker sé

M.S. started to argue that we have to be e
avoid this (i.e. the situation with debts).

| objected, AThe whole world knows about t
ourselvestobe bankrup, it means something to the credito
long time that | do not understand anything.

| went for a wal k i n -DNsrpéyikme. we nma daag oau nadi r
woods and lost my way: | entered the same village from wHgfi, only from the other end,
imagining that | was somewhere far away.

I n the morning (before M.S. 6 phone call) I
in London. | suggested to make it analogous to the meeting in Helsinki (on Saddam Hussein),
and also to make a joint statement on Yugosl av
in the conflict. This would show the flag and give a warning to the Yugoslavs and the Western
Europeans.

d tcccalfUncie Sanetosavel May b e
sl avséo So it woul d
Uncl e. 0

Europe because of

I remember Gonza
t
saviors together wi

St <
t—i-CI—Q-
oQ O
® O —

July 16, 1991, Tuesday
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Today we a
t

e |l eaving for London. Most |i ke
anywhere 1in i

r
his city I o6ve grown to | ove.

Yesterday | finished preparing material for talks (with Bush, Mitterrand, Kaifu,
Andreotti, Mul roney, possibly Kohl, Lubbers,
A En gl a nddMajortarsd &lizdbin I1).

Primakov called (and it is clear from the TASS): the press is building up the negative

vibes inrelationtothe@ 6s abil ity to help RuUuB&s aindhpatrievaea
attitude (at | east from f oatwas sed tothememberst owar d
Rut skoi announced that he is creating his
l eaving the CPSUé M.S. is late wiM.Kelhios Progr
not | ateé he just c andnShakhnazarov tolyl me yedterdaytthat MuSmb i | i
again tried to inculcate into the draft a #dfre
But, actwually, it is time for me to decide
you |l eft the Parfiveyyeaysatleads thdaxtent df my Party membérship t
was paying the dues, though I was even a memb
there is Gorbachev. l'tdés |Ii ke in fiChapaevo: i
of the Communist ? 0
AWho is Lenin for? Thatdéds who 1 édm for, 0 Ch

July 20, 1991, Saturday, 5 a.m.!

We were in London from July 169", It was a historic event. It feels as though a country
hostile to the President does not want any of this. As soae gaw our newspapers on the
flight home, things turned upside down: a photMimskovsky Komsomoletsas captioned
A7+10 and showed the seven | eaders facing for
turnedé Everybody, had ha rues @rov &K arsebaud tait onv ,t o
London. From tabloids to statesmen, nobody hides the fact that he went to get billions, so to
speak, but did not get them! Thus, Gorbacheyv
i nt o t hwhilethe colintty,reacts with suspicion and hostility.

Meeting with Kaifu, all smiles. Only later will the Japanese Prime Minister tell Andreotti
(who in turn told M.S.) that he believed in Gorbachev only after the London meeting.

Zagladin was presenttt. S. 6 meeting with Mitterrand.

Bush. Breakfast at the U.S. Embassy (more on that |atke). breakfast, the two
presidents retreated into an adjoining room,
progress on the START Treaty. Again we dragged it out until the last moment, we resisted, but
Gor b ac h e vhbiss tfiow o rcl adinot yeddtarmy oedudts. d i
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TheG7 itself at Lancaster House. We, the e
the sceneso in a | uxur i etoswhoknows fotwhat.insteadpneé F o u
could have been wal king around my dAfavorite

The results: | never doubted that Gorbachev would be invited. It would have been
i mpossible to deny fAhim. o0 To think otherwise

about fAsocialist moralityo on the one hand,

Butit i s surprisingé that al/l of them, with
recognize his Agreatero significance than th
superpower that is fAobedient 0 tmerdlyieletied he i s
of ficial s, and wi l | remain in history as st a

Bush did not come to vi AMi chael 06 at o
Embassy. He sincerely and a comrtandiel vy wa
Acorrectlyod: you Michael, so to say, c¢can und
Americans, will never understand if | visit you. Plus, they agreed [on these arrangements]
through Matl ock back i n Mos c agherewoalthldaBush di d
Apil grimageodo to Gorbachev (except for Mitter
Thus, M.S. appeared in London as the center of attention, symbolizing the meaning of the
event: without him, the fseven&fom28daysdifnbte c o me

less.

The reception on Downing Street. The chat
worthy of the event, with high and fAhistoric
Gorbachevds speech s o(andwas tiiceggas shortt),dout | did haathinkMa j o
it would be appropriate to mention Amy favor
But Major mentioned her himself. M.S., who spoke after him, also acknowledged her in the

course of his speechowever, our newspapers did not have time to include this addition in the

text (which they received ahead oPfavdgi me) . |t
although other people will read it and report to her and to the whole world! | asked Kiawche

to include the change in the TV report. Al as
with the scheduled event s, Il did not have an

our stupid rules make it impossible to add changes to\therdgram otherwise.

My neighbors at the table (at the reception): the Minister of Transportation, a nice, lively
Scotsman. One can appreciate the British tact: despite my terrible English, he had a vigorous
conversation with meitwasnohigtdeah And i get usedctalit ptettya t , 0
quickly, my linguistic shyness dissipated and we had a good chat.

The same thing happened with the lady on the left, though she sometimes switched to
very bad French and, this way, we were quite satisfiddeach other. She is the wife of some
high official.
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When we came to Majo s office
d of Ahel

ro
and said AGoodbyeo[instea

on 10 Downi

l oo]! Awf ul
In the evening, M.S. threw a celebration party at his residenteifos fcl ose0 circ

There were around 20 people! A Areminiscence

Geneva, Reykjavik, childhood, youth, and so on. Zamyatin (the Ambassador) said a toast for the

aut hor of a new book (R.M.) with a Agreat fee

In the morning of the 18 before the meeting with Major, Andreotti visited. His
conversation with M.S. was one between two close, trusting friends. As | expected, as they were
finishing up he again brought up the Lubavitcher Manuscripts. Oh, we are gousg toid time
with thoseé All the renowned rabbis are here
Manuscripts. Andreotti begged: #Alt would make
with the Jewish | obby in the W.oS. éA0T hMeurler oi nse ya
problem, 0 M.S. replied to eGueankopbody, wusing th

Now, of course, there will be a noisy and vicious newspaper campaign.

Meeting with Mulroney. At first fdaedur sourc
supposedlp bj ect ed t o Gor bachBRuvitdwned ontthat hesfitmlyon t o t h e
defended this idea before Bush. This conversation was also extremely friendly, open, and to the

point: Al wild.l do everything I can to help yo
|l di d not g o ortirthe @avendGadden amd¢he Admiralty. In the evening,
after finishing up my wor k, |l took a quick tr

Il n the morning M. S. had breakfast with Kin
quite grown up. Nothing is left of his playboy manisms: he is serious, smart, aphoristic, and
statesmanli ke. He is preparing for the Pri me

During M.S. and Thatcher6s meeting, I spen
coll eague. He i s a t Weladameaningful, Atergsting @hvergptioy., s m
| was very open (abogerestroika Gorbachev, Shevardnadze). He called my analysis
Aprofound. o

Around 11 a.m. we left for Heathrow.

On the plane, Zagladin and | wrote up the results of the meetings, anditiex the
drinking in the Presidentés section. But | to
hear anything over the roar of the-62, except maybe for toasts.

July 22, 1991, Monday

Il n an hour Mitsotaki s wispentorbpeepadnagonssfa¥ The wh
Bushoés visit to Moscow. |l 6m exhausted. Not to
tomorrow there is Now®garevé the Union Treaty; on the %he has the Plenum, which could

turn out to be fAhistoricoé
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| finished reading A d a n Samdulsijstvd terrific insight intoperestroikafrom the
experience of 19318. One to one. Bunin knew what he was doing when he tried to nominate
him for a Nobel Prize.

July 23, 1991, Tuesday

Yesterday, during the conversation with MitsotakisrGna c hev opened up ag
know, 6 he said, il p ut O shouldahere beea $Jnian ormot.fArdd  t h e

decided for myself, if 1itdéds a Ano,o0 | am | eav
my adviser, 0 hoee spnoditntkendow ot hmes,éofndl di d, by the

After Mitsotaki s, | stepped into [ Gorbache
the waiter, ALeave us alone. o0 Then he said to
After my breakfast with BushinLondoh,e sai d to his team: 6Gorbacl
does not control the situation, he is not con
and seeks more support. We need to switch our

Il r esponded: thigi MikhdilGergeyevidh.eBush eannet be so shallow. This
contradicts the entire logic of his recent behavior, and the meaningofth@ GI t hi nk t hi s
6informationd is similar to the one you recei
things dout him before coming to London. It turned out to be false. Why are they feeding you
this?!o

But to mysel f, Il tho
M. S. 6 expression) himt
U.S. Embassy at lunch, before the/@neeting.

ght: Bush got this fe
e i de a.convelsatigninfthee |l i ng

Afterwards, Gorbachev was proud (and mentioned it more than once) of how he asked
Bush an fiuncomfortabled question, which made
guestion had quite different effect.

The question was as follows:

AfiBased on the information | have, 0 M.S. sa
man, that his decisions are the decisions of a serious politician, as opposed to improvisation.
Based on thesdecisions we have already moved toward great perspectives in our dialogue, in
the sphere of security.

At the same time, one gets the impression that my friend the U.S. President has not yet
come to a final decision on the main quesididrow the United Stasewould like to see the
Soviet Union. Until we have a final answer to this question, we will continue to stumble on
various questions in our relations. Meanwhile, time is slipping away.

In this context, the & meeting is a good setting for an importanvarsation. The main

issue is the organic integration of the Soviet Union into the world economy. Of course, a great
deal here depends on us.
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So | ask you: what is George Bush waiting for? If after this lunch, at{heng
colleagues will mostly tellméntat t hey | i ke what wedre doing, t
essence we have to boil in our own pot, | will tell them that everybody eats the soup!

This is what perplexes me: you found 100 billion dollars to deal with one regional
conflict (meaning ta Persian Gulf); money is available for other programs, too. But here we are
talking about such a projécto change the Soviet Union, to allow it to reach a new state, to
become an organic part of the world economy and world community not as an oppasengy fo
a possible threat. This is an unprecedented t
interpreterds. They matched).

At this lunch | was sitting next to Gorbacheyv, i.e. almost across from Bush. As M.S. was
presenting this lengthy question, $uturned crimson before my eyes, his eyes darkened, he did
not look at Gorbachev but at me or Primakov, or he would turn around and look at hi$ people
Baker, Scowcrofi as if bewildered. He stopped eating but kept chewing with his lips, or rather,
working his jaws.

| felt uneasy. | remember well the thoughts going through my mind at the moment:
AwWhat do you want from the American?! You ask
all, there was Malta; there was your visit to Washington and Camp Delvede you rode
around the lawns together in golf carts, taking turns at the wheel; there was Helsinki (because of
Hussein). Do you need more proof of what¢herentAmerican President is willing and able (in
his circumstances) to do forus?! Onceagaini f it wasndét for Bush, yol
G7. Why are you being so mindlessly tactl ess?

The question was posed i n tdhhewasexphiengt of G
the situation in the country, etc. But after this question, nobodyntexested in the rest of the
speech. The Americans were eating and whispering among themselves.

Gorbachev finished. There was a pause. Bush started speaking with restrain, suppressing
his agitation, in a measur edolidepaorevincingiy t appear
enough, if doubts arise regarding how we would like to see the Soviet Union. | could understand
if there was a question about what the United States could do to help the Soviet Union. But if we
are again discussing the question of hbevUnited States would like to see the Soviet Union, |
will try to answer one more time.

We would like the Soviet Union to be a democratic country with a market economy,
dynamically integrated into the Western economy.

Finally, | d o n émeddireg mtyourtinbernal affpirs,dout | atn gpedking
in terms of economics [we would like to see] a Soviet Union that successfully resolves the
problems between the Center and republics. This is fundamentally important for the inflow of
private investmein

So: firstly® democracy, seconddymarket, thirdlip f eder at i on. 0

91



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

I think at the ti me, Gorbachev did not und
Soviet terminology).

Time was running out. Lunch was over. Taking only the interpreters, theresments
stepped into the adjoining room for a minute, which | already mentioned. The Americans walked
us down to the cars.

So, when | reacted to the Ainformationo M.
At that lunch, M.S. created an impressidraanan who tries to hide with verbal aggressiveness
his uncertainty and confusion in the face of the situation in his country. The Americans
understood this.

Gorbachev switched the conversation toé Mi
General Powelldmorrow at 10.15 a.m. In the evening he called and assigned me to write him a
text for a speech before the obkom secretaries and members ofdhenGe outcomes of the
G-7.

Tomorrow he will try to fAiconvinceo,imhem. T
the spirit of todayo6s apSowtakhia Rossii#d hgsteldicaleory ci t i z e
with the message to drive out Gorbachev & Co. before they ruin Russia completely. It was
signed by Bondarev, Varennikov, Gromov, Zykina, Rasputin, ZyogaProkhanov, Klykov (a
sculptor), and some other people. Once again, the majority of them are people he praised and
indulged, and promoted. One more example of betrayal. Does he see this? He does. But why then
does he not retire at least two deputy steis of defense, Generals Varennikov and Gromov?

No, he will not do that.

Mitéka (my grandson) writes in a |letter fr
Medvedev: it is better to live in hungry Moscow than in vietl Copenhagen. Denmark is the
most boringnook of heaven. He is readilgar and PeaceHis impressions i L e v
Ni kol ayevich [Tol stoy] is the greatestéo Etc.

July 25, 1991, Morning

The Plenum is todayeé As | was | eaving the
Shaposhni kov, my former coll eague from the CC
deputy. He was carrying cognac and some cans
happen to the Party?o0 Altoll ptr hoibragp!l oy fal |l ap

After a telephone conversation with Kohl (about Konigsberg), M.S. kept me in his office.
He connected Prokofiev (secretary of the Moscow City Committee) to the selector. They
di scussed Y e hpargsationffsenterpises ancinstitudsah . Prokofiev sai

means we are switching to a territorial princ
M.S. said, Al already received 100 telegra
i ssue a degree to nullify Yeltsinds decree. 0
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| i nterject ed:chddeaee wduld mbbwork, b theeNedigyarevo
trend would be disrupted. Your prestige would

But | could see that without my help, he already made the decision not to meddle. He
discussed with Prokofiev why Yeltsin did this right nowsdems he had good intentions: we
need to work right now, we need calm conditions, while the Communists are stirring unrest at
enterprises and in collectives! And how would he, the President, look if he interfered with
Yeltsinbés attempts to restore order?!

Prokofiev did not press the issueée

But the Plenum! #Alt wildl be a merry affair
(President of the European Parliament).

He told Prokofiev how Yeltsin fidgeted at No@garevo, how he kept asking everybody

present about their reaction to his decree. P
going to do at the Plenum?06 Gorbachev replied
Program, who needs it?0 B. N. tredawtigdcd wimph aisn rs
will discuss the Program!o

It seems M. S. decided to topple the Party.
the new Program], can | eave, either to the | e

Prokofiev objected t ourgedhontaurestlaetyyepldar ty due
Polozkov, otherwise, he said, fAanother partyo
exi st s, | said fAas an aside. o

July 28, 1991, Sunday Morning

Yesterday | slaved away at materials for the MB8sh meetings. | ent through piles of
departmental materials, though even | could not read them from beginning to end. Palazhchenko
turned out to be my most helpful consultant, though his main job is to translate for Gorbacheuv.

He has a fantastic knowledge of the Englasfiguage and is widely educated. | put him on the
staff of my group from the MFA. My fdold meno
Kuvaldin especially seems to be doing everything reluctantly and is looking for greener
pastur esé s amevhmaleady eah @fsoHgaatekko.

M.S. is happy with the Plenum. Shakhnazaro
a threshold that M.S. finally stepped a¥éntoadei d e o | o0 g i z MedavigpneyaiGazdta
ran a caustic heatedllMarxiserl e miGoir bamachheTVhe edrt hodox
members of the Plenum did not dare overthrow
on departisation. They grumbledselfn dul gent |l yé i n resentment and

In theperestroikasense, the Plenumi yet anot her bel ated Aover
personally by Gorbachev. But right now we do
need a new party to be created, a road already taken by Rutskoi and others.
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Speeches for Bush. M.S. corrected therardlie phone yesterday, toning down the zest
and making it more Abalancedod from the perspe
bad! He is stingy with praise and gratitudeé

Auqgust 1, 1991, Thursga

Today Bush goes to Kiev, and then leaves for home. Yesterday we were i Novo
Ogarevo. My main observation: the historic significance of this visit is not in the START
Treatyd this matter will proceed regardless, because nuclear weapons ceased totiah poli
element, now it is about economics, psychology, and the social sphere. The global observation is
this: the U.S. and USSR have practically begun followingsémeepolicies in the world (Iraq,
the Middle East, Eur ope, ¥nuthedS.Ibacameaonéncel that t hi
we are not a threat to them.

The contact between them was cl oser than b
socialist countries. There is no hypocrisy, sghteousness, no paternalism, pats on the back
and obedience.

During lunchat NoveDg ar ev o, M.S. suddenly raised a t
in general, Bush and Baker are indifferent to me. Maybe somewhere deep inside they have a
sense that | pl ay some roleé Butashetefdhaveon

|l anguageo (compared to Dobrynin and the rest!

| really do not want to go to the Crimea with M.S. It will be hard labor in a hot and sweet
setting. Plus, it seems |ike they will downgr
rubles pe person!

To come back to the visit: the toasts written by Palazhchenko and me were stronger than
Bushdés. We are not so bad as speechwriters! I

August 3, 1991, Saturday

Tomorrow | am leaving with M.S. for the Crimea. #ag.

Yesterday, after the conversation with the Yugoslavs (which by the way smacked of the
former Afriendshipodo that we had with our Wars
comradeship, complete openness and some kind of closeness) he sahdbe/edge of his
chair, and said: AThere you go, Tolya, Il am t
meeting of the Cabinet of Ministérsharvest, transportation, debt, industrial communications,
no money, the mar ket éondtotheaneetirgg notting will wdrk oyto u d o
Everyone pulls in a different direction, and
bad shape. 0 He remembered Yeltsin and Nazarba
in Novo-Ogarevoand i scussing the Union Treaty and the
shallow, vulgar, and provincial people. Both of them! You look at them and think, with whom
am | doing this work, and for whom? | wish | could just abandon it all. But | would havauve le
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it to them. I am tired. o Nevertheless, yester
said everythingé he practically committed to
| f you think deeperé it is not Y-eltsin who
perestoikasense), but Gorbachev who is using Yeltsin as a bulldozer to clear the field for his
ideas. After all, neither Yeltsin nor his tea
already conceived by Gorbachev (I would know) or publicly said by Tihe smarter ones
among his enemies and opponents understand th
expense, his nerves, his mind and tactical sk

August 4, 1991, Morning, before leaving for the Crimea with M.S.

Ignatenko came over yesterday,fivenade up. 0 He brought three
road. o We talked about the uselessness of the
absolutely does not fit. Ignatenko told me about his conversation with Sununu and Scowcroft at a
Spaso Houserepet i on. They asked hi m, AWhy is Chernya
| was working on the results of Nos@garevo and in general had many things to take care of
before the vacation with M.S. The Americans replied that they recognize three figgeetoclo

the President: l gnatenko, Chernyaev, and Reve
askedé AWell, he too, but he seems to be too
well é0 (They are crafty, because dMamalissck vi si

visit him all the time).

| think their opinion comes from Baker and Matlock; the latter has been visiting me often
| ately, and he might be fArepayingo the compl.

We talked about VYakovl evidevimiod $ sadiviese gnamid
the Moscow Duma?! M.S. said the following abo
[political] figure with a name. There is varied public opinion about him, both good and bad. For
what i1 tds wor t h,ngtheinitinters openestivikaHe dowiddbecanme@ scholar
or retire and remain in history in this position. Instead, he fusses, goes as a henchman to Gavrila
Popov. Together with Shevardnadze, he started working on a new party, some kind of movement
fordemocratic reformé Both of them appear at al

He gives interviews to opposition newspapers
common sense and even respect for what was really achieved by akod Shevardnadze to
transform the state. Amazing!o

A.G. Kovalev has an ulcer, he is in Barvikha. | talked him out of transferring to a

hospital. He agreed, mainly so he wouldnodot be
dondt t ake hintosconsideration. And, regrattakity, his absence is not really
noticeable. AHi s game is finished, 06 as M. S. s
for the role of the Soviet fAsherpa. o
Brutents visited He still has his hangups
more and more | 6ve been sending him on Aindep
And | dondét want to make him t hebdtemedrudef my c
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and exploits peopleé He is no |l onger used to
semif i ni shed products, instead of just Mnexpress

He keeps asking to be named assistant to the Presabs opposed to deputy adviser to
the PresidentOh-ho-ho! It is time for him to start thinking about his eternal soul, but people
keep fussingé except for me. Because | know t
beginning! Anaactmwighitconst ant
m 0 Oh, how I donét want toé
yi . o

o O

s t to g
t el Yuzhn

-t D

It [
in [h el ] h

96



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

Three Days in Foros

Soon after | got back to Moscow, | related what | saw and heard while | was with M.S. in
Foros® from August 1819", 1991, in interviews to Sasha Bezymenskaydier Spiegel A.
Lyubi mov for the TV program AVzggllzyestdandtheT he Vi
American magazin&ime Here | will try to bring everything together.

A few preliminary explanations. | should decipher some names before | begid. Olga
Ol ga Vasilievna Lanina, an assi st adnTamaran t he
Al ekseyevna Al eksandrova, my ad&Georgyt ant as th
Khosroec h Shakhnazarov, who was also the Presid
and R. M. do not require explanation. AYuzhny
Olga, Tamara and | spent the nights and where we also went during the dayHokVenc
worked in an office around 50 meters away fro

P
e
e

Whi |l e | made entries into my diary, I woul
radi o program) every half an hour. I n bet ween
musicf r om T c hai k $warsUakgwhih becarhel siekening in that atmosphere. For
millions of listeners afterwards, this music became forever associated with the coup. The
information | heard on f May akréproduceitheeremstries at el y
here in a different font, even though they interrupt the text.

Thus, to the diary.

Augqust 21, 1991, Cri mea, Dacha fAZaryao

Looks like it is time to start recording theevemts. | dondét do it, nobo
happened to witness a turning point in history.

Onthe18, Sunday, after lunch at AYuzhnyi, o Ol
asked to stay at the hotel, since it was Sunday. We really did not have artywodeto do.
The two of us would have managed without a problem. The speech for the occasion of signing
the Union Treaty was ready. Gorbachev altered it a couple times, kept asking Shakhnazarov and
me to fAincrease the scopoerde ofifs tiytl,e ,aon dt ofor.o nG.nkeh
in AYuzhnyi o here, he did not join us in our
contact with M.S. over the phone.

So, around 4 p.m., Olga and | entered the dacha grounds.

At the entrance, as usual, there weve police cars and a spike strip on the grotind,
which was moved away for us.

B FESNI GKS 02 dzLIs prapet odassociate With tifeSeveit&].3n reality, it is a beach town

located5¢c {Af2YSGSNAR olf2y3 G4KS O2Iado FTNRY GKS t NBaARSYy(dA
Y &8 G0KS gleés (GKAE &aLA1S aldNAL g1a GKSNB FTNRY (KS Y2YSyi
0SSy GKSNB Ay (KS (g2 LINBOA2dza &SENBOUS y2i FTNRY (GKS adl
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Around 5 p.m., Olga ran into my office, sa
Boldin is here, together with Baklanov and Shenin, and another general, tall andes,dlass
dondédt know him.o6o (Later we found out it was V
congregation of cars at the entrance to our building, all of them with antennas, some with
emergency |l ightsé and a cr owabkeddutthewindoer s and
facing M.S. 0 house and saw a gloomy Pl ekhanov
could see Boldin on the balcony.

Ol ga said, AnAnatoly Sergeyevich, something
communication lines have been discorinecd ? 06 | pi cked up the recei Vv
including the secure lif@i silence. We started guessing. Aloud, | brainstormed that there might
be some new power plant accident (because Baklanov was among those present), recently there
wasareprt of some failures at the Tiraspol power

But it turned out to be much worse!
Four people were with M.S.

Plekhanov, Generalov (his deputy), and Medvedev were sitting on the stairs under my
wi ndowé Th elyenlgppeoached the window. | turned on the transistor radio: it
played normal programming. Then it was reported that M.S. greeted some conference, that he
conveyed a message to Najibullah on the occas

In about a hour, the four departed. Plekhanov also left, taking Medvedev with him.
Medvedev was the Presidentds personal guar d;
screen he stood at his back and never left him anywhere. This time he went to Moscow,
abandni ng and betraying fihis President. o This a
about the power plant, | understood that this was actually about Gorbachev.

The phone lines were disconnected completely.

Earlier, when were on the way to the offi€@iga asked to be released early, around 5
p.m., so she could go for a swim, etc. Now, the car did not arrive to get her. | told the driver to
pick me up at 6:30, but he did not come for me, either. | asked the security guard on duty to get
whoever was irtharge to explain to me what was going on.

About 10 minutes later, Vyacheslav Vladimirovich Generalov showed up. We became
well acquainted during Gorbachevédés trips abro
is very polite. He asked Olgatole@ us al one and took a seat. AA
me wrong. They left me in charge here. | have orders not to let anyone out. Even if | allowed you
to leave the premises, you would be immediately detained by the border guards: there is a triple
semicircle [of guards] from one sea shore to the other. The road to Sevag#ifaois closed
of f around here. You can see, there are three

8 A government communications point, located in Mukhal 1 £ Hn 1Y FTNRY da%k NBFE Ay (K¢
Gla | O2yy80GA2y GKNRAdZEK (KS G8tSLIK2yS 2LISNI G2NR 62 NJ A
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| asked him an innocent gquestion: fAWhat ab

He replia : Al t  wil|l not be signed. The plane tt
Moscow. The garages with his cars are sealed, and they guarded not by my people, but gunmen
who were sent over here. | cannot even allow the extended service staff (locad people
gardmer s, cooks, cleaning | adies) to go home. I

I again asked a napuvedomueshiongs aBeti hoiwYua
finally, it is time for dinner! Tamara Alekseyevna is there, she is probably warmed doesndt
know whatdés going on.o0 | wunderstood what a te
to the sanatorium in the evening. Later she told me how worried she was, and how she tried to
contact us. But phone lines were cut off there as. valll she was refused a car.

He said: AThere is nothing | can do. Pl eas
military man. | have my ordersé nobody is to

He left. Olga came back. She is lively, sharp, and smegeitly married, has a 1.5 year
old child, and her husband Kolya is here, he is a driver for one of the presidential cars). She
started to rail against Boldin, who was her b
he show up here? Toshowtihae 6 s al ready kissing € off his bec
lines. Time was passing by stupidly.

It was getting dark when handsome Boris, G
Medvedev), told me that M.S. is asking me to come outside. He was nearby, Botisksagda
walk around the dacha.

| quickly got dressed. As | walked out, | was thinking: in what state will he be when | see
him? How is he?

(10am®AMayakod is broadcasting the message fr
first clashes took place at night; attacks on the armored vehicles and patrols on Smolenskaya
Square (by the way, near the building where I live in Moscow. What my family mustrfdddl) a
the building of the RSFSR Supreme Soviet and the hotel. There are some killed and wounded.
This means first blood. The Commandant i s bl a
criminal sé).

(12 p.m. on fAMayako: | vawtheékPBansthe @ i n an ad
Secretariat cannot make a judgment about the events until they meet with the General Secretary
of the CC CPSU, Gorbachev! This is something! Especially after the spilled blood).

To continue: M.S., R.M., their daughter Ira and her hnglalya were standing by the
entrance to the dacha. We joBedome people are cold, some hot: M.S. was wearing a warm
sweater, because two days ago his back acted up again, old sciatica came back. When he was

¥ This is the morning of August21As | mentioned earlier, | started recording the events in my diary onifie 2
YR SOSNE y26 FyR GKSY L AyGSNNHAN GKS yINN}GAOPS G2 NB
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young he swam in an id®le and was a winteswimmer, from which he got this ailment. M.S.
mentioned that Adoctors told him to take care

Hewascalm,evehn e mper ed, and smiling. ADo you kno
ANo, how woul d | frlommywwindow. | saw Plgkhamos, Badmel d
heard there was another one, some general, ta
AThe general was Varenni kov. He was the mo

know what happened. 0O

R. M. sai d, infwithowt gsking,avithkutwarning. Plekhanov was leading
them and the guards stepped out of his way. It was completely unexpected. | was sitting in an
armchair, they walked by me and only Baklanov said hello. Not Boldin! We were on the best of
terms for B years! He was like a relative to us, we trusted him with everything, even the most
intimate things!!!10

M.S. stopped her, and said to me, AListe
come to me with?déd Bakl anov ¢ thamosteStienia was quleti n g
t

Boldin tried to say something oritéd Mi k h a i | Sergeyevich, dono y O
the situation this i s !mudakdndbettetkdep yourmouthéhito u 6 r e
You came here to give me alecturebbret si t uati on i n the country. o
[mudaf i n front of the | adies. Imutant, Wchwgas e d and
very fitting. She is very smart and educated in general).

M. S. continued, Al n oaptiomsoaither,transfér ey powefsftoe r ed m
Yanaev and agree to a state of emergency, or renounce the presidency. They tried to blackmail
me, 0 he did not explain how, Al told them, 0Y
either option. You aretryinpo arr ange a coup do®tat. What yol
andsuchi t i s unconstitutional and il l egal. 0 N S
The general started to argue thatatdeyoBGkkusé
me, Cde. Varennikov, but | dondédt remember you

He replied, O6Valentin |Ivanovich. 6

6So, Val enasioncilevtayn oivsi crhot a battali on. No ¢
Your undertaking will resound with a terrible tragedy, alltthiags that started coming together
now, they wil/| be broken. Let6bs suppose you p
y ou nstall troops everywhereé and then what?

i
arti®le. 60

YWdzRIAY I o6& GKS FINIAOESE KS F2NBals (GKS Ll2aaroftsS aoSyl N
extensive, detailed analysis of oeconomic, social, and political situation. There was also an understanding of the

deep dissatisfaction and tension in society, as well as the danger that this tension would spill out. Gorbachev

analyzed which methods of emerging from the crisis were aatdg, which should be chosen, and which should

0S NB2SOGSR AYYSRAFGStes RSaLMAGS GKS aSOSNaiGe 2F GUKS &,
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Gorbachev continued relating ttetails of how he rebutted the unwelcome guests.

AdWell , 6 || said, oO6ln the arti dltheemergeanaynsi der t
situation. | thought through everything. | am convinced that this is a disastrous path; it could turn
intoabloodypt hé And it would | ead not just to nowh

perestroikaa i mes. 6 Wi th that they |l eft. o
Everybody wanted to know what would happen next.

M. S.: ATomorrow they are supposed to discl
situg i ond?0

We talked about the people who came. | di d
peopl e, M.S., you nurtured them, rai sed t hem,
Pl ekhanov, 6 M.S. said, steppingisastagoodd Bol di n
per son! Il s he thinking about his motherl and w

M.S. started to think aloud about the othe
named some members of the State Emergency Committee to hirauldenot reconcile with
the fact that Yazov was among t hem. He did no
name, without asking him?6 | shared his doubt
regard to Kryuchkov, fAlHef asss waug & ded chaipsa bH ees iotf a ts

formula was underway; we were on the verge of signing the Union Treaty that would change the sitodtie

country radically. It would become the turning point in the development of the state and society; a point when

new structures could be created, and the decisions could be implemented more quickly. The most important thing

at the moment, Gorbachett K2 dzZ3K{i > ¢+ a G2 aSOdNBE GKAa LINRPOSaa 27F | INB
as he said.

He saw that the forces resistimgrestroikatook into account that the country approached the point of no
return, which is why they decided to undertaked venture. These forces had long made themselves felt at the CC
It {! tfSydzvas GKS ! {{w tS2LS0Qa 5SLlziraSa O2y3aNBaasSasz I
emergency situation at meetings and in print for a long time.

In the article, Gdvachev examines in detail what the outcomes of each course of action would be. Since
d20ASGe KIFIR OKFy3aSR IyR aiGKS LIS2LXS 3INBg dzaSR (2 GKS |,
would never agree to turn back, and they would never agcea tictatorial regime. Perhaps they could achieve
some success in certain argaafter all, the people are at the breaking point and there are some sentiments along
the lines of to hell with it, with the dictatorship, with the junta, let it be anyone, asd as there is immediate
relief from the daily troubles and improvement in life. The Russian people have a tendency to look for a savior in
the supreme power that would come, bring justice and improve everything. These sentiments are dangerous. And
yet, the people as a whole, the country would not want to go back and lose the atmosphere of freedom created by
perestroikd ¢ KA A 6l & ad{ ®Q NBlIaz2yiay3ao

That is why a state of emergency, in his estimation, would be a step towards civil war with countless
victims aross the country. After all, there were some democratic institutions already in place, and they would rise
up against the dictatorship. But the most important factor would be the spontaneous resistance of many
thousands of people.

In a draft of the artile, Gorbachev described some of the powers that would be likely to act according to
GKS aSYSNHSyOe aOSyINA2Z¢ yIFYAyYy3 t | NI e ndlilanzOsiriatNBE & G K G
complex, which is heavily tied to the old regime and wabntsegain its former status and privileges. He referred to
20KSNJ NBFEOGA2Y I NE OFGS3I2NASa 2F a20ASGed {LISOAFTAO yI YS:
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Pl us, it would be unthinkable to contrive suc
not to mention acting upon it!o

AWhat about Yanaev?0 M.S. was outraegdked. AT
with him on the phone. He went all out, telling me how they are waiting for me in Moscow, how
he wil/ come to meet me in Vnukovo tomorrow! o

We walked around like for this about 15 more minutes.

| got back to my room, and started worrying about TamdreeS was over i n AYu
in a panic, probably running between Primakov and Shakhnazarov, Shakhnazarov antf Krasin,
begging them to find out at least something.

The next day | asked Generalov to come to my office. He showed up, though | did not
expect hinto. | told him it is wrong to torture a woman like this, and asked him to help her get a
ticket to Moscow. He replied that it is impossible to get a ticket right nawn{fpossible for
him!) But after some thought, he suddenly asked:

- How ready is she tehve?
- How should | know? Why?

- A military plane is going to Moscow today. It is taking some communications
equipment and signalers, and one sick man from the security gards.

- Take Tamara with you then!
- Alright. I will send a car for her right now.

- Tellhert o pack my suitcase as well and have |
anything to shave with hereé

| got my suitcase late at night. The next day | found out that Tamara got a seat on that
plane.

What was the | evel of o aquestios bgbtaftemfaom i n A Za
journalists and friends after we got back to Moscow.

The people Generalov brought, Ahiso men
the garages, which contained the presidential cars with autonomous communication systems.
Some men were stationed by the gates, and they also had guns. The border towers on the beach

., W

Zodzd! ® YN} AAY 6l a GKS 1 SFR 2F GKS T2 N¥SNaloygtihe Hedzi S 2 F  {
gl a @FrOFGA2yAYy3a AY 6,dd Kyeraodé o! dziK2NDR& y23G58

21 3dzSa4aSR AYYSRAFGStEE sKIG aO02YYdzyAOFGA2yaé KS ok a Gl f
GFf1AYy3 Fo2dzi 6KIFG Ay LJ2Ldz | NJ £ |y 3dzl Jignedh Bhe dificefstwBoR & S |
Ozyadlydte I 002YLIye GKS FlFY2dza aadzi §0FaSx¢ ¢SNBE NBGdzN
585FSyasSeo o! dzik2zNDa y2i(88
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were already theeeat bot h ends of the semicircle of the
on duty there. But two or three days before the coup, their nuinicegased along the

highway. Only later, Olga and | recalled that we did not attach any importance to it at the time.

Also, people in unusual uniforms appeared along the highwap s ai | or 6s stri ped
trousers worn over high boots, and wearingeshinstead of boots. They looked like the riot

police. Later we figured out what this meant. It was enough to step out from our office and look

at the edge of the cliffs along the Sevasteyalta road to see that border guards stood every 50

100 meterslang the road, some of them had dogs.

We were closely monitored. Below are some episodes to prove this.

On the 1§ during the day | went to visit Gorbachev. The guard in the booth on the way
to the dacha stopped me.

AWho are you?bo

Al &dm an adviser. o

AWhearree you going?o

Altdéds easy to guess, o0 | said, pointing at
Al't i s not all owed. O

| lost my temper and started cursing at him. Suddenly, Oleg (one of the bodyguards)
jumped out fr om b e hidmgeat backéen yaunbdothhnd heder getiinthis f Yo u
way again (pointing at me). Go ahead, Anatoly

| will digress, because this is an important point. This helped to maintain an atmosphere
of some minimal reliability. At least the hope that they will not be able to takéthusheir bare
hands. And if they try, it wil/l be costly. AT
contempt. But these guys proved to be real knights. When their superiors, Plekhanov and
Medvedev, betrayed the President, they betrayed thesetboy8ut they did not falter. Day and
night they changed shifts. They were calm, intense, strong guys, with guns anetatki&se
some of them picked up machine gunsé They wer
sometimes hidden in the bush@&bey were ready to fight to the death: because it is their job and
their duty, but more than anything because they are good people and noble in spirit. There were
only five of them.

The second episode. On the morning of tHB 20 Ol ya t ol d dorgeusitifi A. S. |

your office all the time. Letds go for a swim
through her husband) are forbidden from going to the water. But it is unlikely that they will stop
you, though they wonét | et us go without you.

AWare would we go?0
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ABehind the house, where the cafeteria and
guys live, there is a path down to the water. It is steep and rocky; one could slip and fall. But
people go there. o

| agreed. Nikolai Fedosieviéhbroucht something on a plate from the cafeteria. | ate.
Olya came by with Larisa (nurse) and Tatédrea bi g and good woman, shebo

We went. The first guard we passed looked at us suspiciously. He did not stop us, but
immediately reported on hiswatki al ki e: fAChernyaev is going son
by the staff housing, the security guard we are friends with ran over to us, with a ball (there is a
sports court nearby). | asked him, fiHaving fu
Uus go anywhere. |l tds hot. l'tdéds awful! o

We made it to the path and to the sharp descent down some makeshift stairs. The descent
was around 100 meters. Halfway down, Ol ga sai
that a man was following us. We descetdio the beach. In between large boulders there was
access to the water and a small open area with three wooden mats. Larisa lay down to sunbathe,
the rest of us went into the wadeyou could break a leg before getting to a spot deep enough to
swim. | maa a few strokes and then turned on my back. The man who was following us was on
the phone. Larisa | ater told us that he said,
guards swim on this beach, so there is a telephone in a booth here, fomemeerge

To the right of us was a border guard tower. Two soldiers fixed their telescopes and
binoculars on us. In front of us there was a patrol boat and a-bpeesit € t hey st arted
engines. About a hundred meters away loomed a frigate.

Why was the scurity guard necessary then? To catch me, if | try to swim to Turkey? He
woul dndét be able to: I swim too well (compare
they wanted us to know that we have no control, we are being watched everywherehale are
prisoners. Psychological pressure.

After 30 minutes, we got out of the water. The security guard turned away. As we went
up, we heard him say behind us on the phone:

The girls persuaded me to go swimming again the followayg We went, but | told
t hem: Al't i s disgusting; I donodot really feel
go, but | want to annoy those bastards. o

It was the same Aprocedureo as the first t
downBef ore we had time to take our clothes off,
under observation is here. |1 am stayingeéo But
dog showed up at the top of the path.

As we swam, we could seethedadhs bal cony, and I ra and Tol
there. Bel ow t hem, closer to the Apresidenti a

Bhocod tldziyrAes GKS t NBaAARSyiGQa aS02yR LISNE2YyIlf R200G2NI
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peopl e, all/l l ined up and watching us through
bri ng tatention timtehé saw how we swam.

After the second day, M.S. told me not to go far from the house, or at least not without
his knowledge. What did he mean? Maybe he was

At 3 p.m. on August 21, news on TV: Yeltsin made a staterhnthe Russian
parliament that Gorbachev is in isolation in the Crimea. They made a decision to send Rutskol,
Silaev and other deputies here. Bakatin made a speech. The announcer excitedly gave a detailed
account of this s pe deashasofBunday, Gorlmchev wasperfpctlyd 6 ®t at
healthy, save for some sciatica (he must have found out from Primakov). This is lawlessness. We
should invitethe USSR Supreme Soviet deputieshe Russian parliamenheyare currently
being heavilyinfluenced

The parliament held a minute of silence fo
the building. o

Mikhail Sergeyevich, this is where people are tested: Bakatin, whom you pushed away,
fearing all those Lukyanovs and Yanaevs, and thé rest

[Following is a record of] my communication with M.S. during these days.

On the morning of the 19 as soon as I heard about the emergency situation over
AMayak, 0 | started t hdtowaitforgummons? Thabis, follow the owar d
same chain of command? No, that will not do: he must be convinced of my loyalty. | went to
him. | wandered mund the house for a long time, until his granddaughter saw me and took me
upstairs to her grandfather. He was lying in bed after a routine procedure for his sciatica.

AYou know, Anatoly, o0 he said right away, A
was completely calm. Even now, | am calm. | am certain that | am right. | am certain that this is
a gamble, and God forbid there will be bl oodé
He was quiet for a while. Then, fAThey will
getthe economygon gé They wi | | not succeed! It i s a c
should do, and come by after lunch. o

| came over as we agreed. We went to the beach with the whole family. It was impossible
to talk in the house anymore, because it was bugged elvergynas Raisa Maksimovna kept
constantly warning us in a panic.

A memorabl e moment: when we were going dow
granddaughter c¢clung to me and took me by the
deck in herhsmalb hakdaeag,iThis Iis a queené no
(i1t was a ten). Il said, AThat 6s fine. But wha
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Alt | s*Whoirsnydi | dés mi stake struck close t
situation that even this little girl was a part of.

R.M. took M.S. and me into a small pavilion and sent everyone else to the sea.
Feverishly, she ripped a couple clean pages from a notebook and handed them to me, then for a

long time she searchedinherpse f or a pen. Finally she found
will | eave you, 0 she said. AYes, yes, 0 M.S. s
talking to her), fAwe have to work.o She smile
M. S.: #fATol ylad sWemetalvieng.o | wi | | pressure tfF
about Gener al Generalov). dal wildl make demand
l: AYes M. S., | agree. | doubt that the ga
them thinkthay oudve resigned to this situation. o

M. S. : AWrite this down. Firstly, I demand
communications. Secondly, | demand an immediate dispatch of the presidential plane, so | can
get back to wor k. dréwlwihiesist thdtdheyGend jouenaliptsy lboth, t o m
Soviet and foreign.o

I wrote it down. He sai d, ifWatch out t hat
back! 0o
AThey wondét, o | said confidently.

On the 28, | went to see M.S. immediately afteetwim | described earlier. Again |
walked around the house for a while until the cook told me that he was in the office. He walked
out to meet me, and at the same time Raisa Maksimovna did too, from another room. She
immediately dragged us to the balcopginting to the lamps, the ceiling, the furniture,
indicating that theyodore bugged. We stood for
see that cliff with the border patrol tower. Beyond it, after a turn is Tesseli (which is a subsidiary

ofthe AForoso sanatorium, it contains a dacha i
1930s) . Before AZaryao was built, there was a
much of a beach, just some large rocks and it was difficult tmgetti he wat er . Soé |

in Tesseli several times. And | swam here from that cliff. | would lie here, and then swim back.

R.M. |listened absentmindedly. She was star
that | am a very good swimmer? It would bepmoblem for me to swim 5 km, and probably
even 10 km. Perhaps we should risk it?0o

| smiled as | said this. But she became alert. She looked directly at me for a long time,
seriously thinking that such an f ovpgperignod was
me about how at 3 a.m. they hid in an interna
statement with Tolyabs camera. fAWedol | cut it

*Inthe Russian,thesti 2 F KSIF NI a Aa OFffSR GaOKSNIDAZE GKAOK Aa f A
OFLffa (KS adzRillé OKSMBNDY &K ¢ G2NDRa y2iS88
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that they made two copies, plus also took pictufesd he doct or I gor Anat ol ¢
ASo, I owi || package the film into a smal/l bun
Goddés sake, please do not keep it on you. You
of fi ce. O ctddheée and saggestedjtoehide it in my swimming trunks. | dry them on the
bal cony near Olya and Tomadbds room, where thei
M.S. was skeptical of the idea thato:l shou
AEven i f they dondét fish you out of the water
And then what? They will send you to the near

they discussed it in earnest, though the idea was clearlydal#swd | suggested it as a joke, to
somehow relieve their nervous tension.

R.M. gave me the film later. In the meantime, M.S. asked her to look after the children.
We went to a different balcony, stood by the railing and immediately saw how the telescopes
from watchtowers turned toward us, and the border patrol on the nearest cliff caught us in his
binoculars. At the same time, we heard from
observation is out on the baobkedoanegpchotlseglc ond f
| aughed and cursed at themé He gave me a | o
him before. (I regretted it, afraid that he would think tiatv | can allow myself to do this!)

t
r o
ok

We sat at a table; he put a notebook intfiammhim. He offered me to sit across from
him, with my back to the sun and in the sun.
dondt | i ke the sun, unl i ke 3JyOgarevodhadandgd ssdto Re me
where | had been sittingghen the sun came from around the wall and | moved to sit near you in
the shade?090

M.S. smiled, probably remembering the meeting with Bush as an episode of ancient
history, though it took place only three weeks ago.

He began to dictate a statenger@n addrss to the nation and the international
community. We talked. Discussed and formulated every point. | went back to my office, where
Olya typed it on the special thick stationery intended for presidential notes. In the evening |
asked him to sign it and adde date and place. At the top he added a note, requesting anyone
who finds this statement to make it public through any means possible. When | was leaving,
R.M. again gave me strict instructions to hide it well and manage to hold on to it if | am dearche
on the way. | think these fears are the fruit of nervous strain. Ever since the war, my sense of
physical danger has atrophied somewhat.

The day before she gave me her book, AYa n
she gotonthe f7Sheased me to read it overnighté | did,
Sergeyevich was very happy about this, his eyes even watered. | assured them that the book will
be in demand all over the worldé and at home,
no matter what happens, o6 | said confidently.
| tried to convey to them that things will be alright.
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He met me with some kind of heightened hope that | might bring some good news. They
askedmewhatlhead on AMayako (I caught a signal thro
in Olga and Tamarads room), what | think abou
thoughts on what will happen tomorrow, the day after, or in a week. In a manner that ferusual
me, | answered cheerfully and confidently. The entire time, R.M. was extremely tense; she did
not smile even once. Her daughter Ira, on the other hand, was full of determination, fearless,
sharpé and ruthless in herswdode todt hemi © h@e
words on fAabstracto |iterary themesé wdhich wo
a surgeon in city hospital Na@1lis also smart, confident, a real man, a support.

In any case, | did not bring them any news. All oucdssions centered on the
consequences of the arrival of Boldin & Co. We discussed the possible reactions of the world
community. We guessed what Kohl might be thinking, or Bush. Gorbachev believed
unequivocally that there would be no support for the julitahe credits would be withdrawn in
a moment. And our banks would immediately go bankrupt. Without these credits, which were
given practically under the security of his name, our light industry would be emaciated.
Everything will come to a halt. He call the conspirators mouse brained, because they could not
calculate basic things.

We discussed the republicsd possible react
member sé6 actions would | ead to a rapidlddi sint
take the following position: you, Russians, are fighting in Moscow, while our business is on the
side. We will separate and do our own thing. This is what happened, actually. Some even wanted
to support the junta, but only in order to leave Moscow &b @éh its own problems.

The Gorbachevsd mood changed depending on
when some guys from the personal security unit turned on the TV with the help of some wires,
we saw Yanaev & Co. 0s pr etha Gaorbachdv s gravelycileThend he

made a terrible i mpression. Everybody became
peopledo allow themselves to utter such wild |
closed off any way back and wgb through to the end; they burned all bridges. | told M.S. that

Yanaev is looking for an alibi in case fAnsomet
wi || make reality fit the |ie they told publi

But when the BBC reported on the events araed/Vhite House, the Russian
parliament, that the people are protesting in defense of Gorbachev, and that Yeltsin took the lead
in organizing the resistance, naturally the mood sharply improved. Actually, even off'the 19
before we knew any of this, M.&ld me that Yeltsin will not give in and nothing will break him
down. Russia and Moscow will not allow the coup members to emerge victorious. | remembered
his words, Al am certain that Boris Nikolayev

Below, I include excerpts from my interview t
moods and assumptions from those days. This was the first interview after | got back to Moscow,
while the memory was fresh. The interview also reflects my own naiveté about wihdt wo
happen with Gorbachev, and with all of us.
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Sasha asked me: How did Gorbachev feel about Yeltsin coming to his defense?

AThat i s simply not how the question stood
fate of the State, the fate of the countityere could be no personal accounts here. If a person is
ready to do whatever it takes to fight for democracy, for the rule of law, and to save everything
t hat Gorbachev did over the course of six yea
anything.Ith nk you are asking a question that <coul d

AGor bachev was sure that Yeltsinéo the jou

=]

He was absolutely sure that Yeltsin would

ADi d he really feel f r ofiveyeadisgeoplehawe changedi nni n

and that they would not swallow or accept the
Al spoke with him for the first time when

morning, Gorbachev reasoned completely calidly said that the worst thing that could happen

is if the coup do6o®tat would gain momentum and

would be a civil war with major loss&ghe thing that Gorbachev has been trying to avoid all

these years. When thengpirators abolisheglasnostwhen they silenced the newspapers, he

understood that on the international arena, the junta would lose. By the way, he never doubted

the position of the world community. That was clear from the very beginning.

We got our bitof information from the small Sony radio transiétahat Tolya had on
him. We sat in a circle: M.S. and | on the couch, Tolya squatting, Ira sitting right on the floor,
and Raisa Maksimovna across from us on a chair. With our heads close togethed e tri
make out the voices. The transistor was very bad and the batteries nearly dead. Tolya moved it
around to try to catch a signal. This is where | heard the BBC. It is also where | found out that
Tamara Alekseyevna was taken away, but it was not clearex

R.M. carried a small silk purse on her the entire time. It must have contained the most
private things that would be confiscated after all the others. She was very afraid of a humiliating
search. She was afraid for M.S., who would be shaken to théogdhis. The entire time, R.M.
was in a state of nervous tension. In this condition, she gave me the bundle with film, wrapped in
paper and taped with scotch tape.

AWebve given similar [bundles] to oshers.
for you. Well, no, not for youéo

AWhy not me? | keep pushing for my rights
at the Supreme Soviet sessionontf® 26t hat Lukyanov announced. 0

% pfterwards, in Moscow, | was asked more than once how it happened that at this entire magnificent pieside

RIFEOKIFEZ GKSNB ¢l a y20KAY 3 6 S( i ®ed wiaknotying élsehBecadsd’dll th©O Ko 2 E¢ KH
St SOGNRYAO SldALIYSYl AyadlrftftSR Ay GKS NB2Y&a 6Fa Gdz2NYySR
for the TV antenna, whichBEd A OSR (G KS Sy GANB GLINARazy OF YLI®¢E ! dzil K2 NRa
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M. S. Als that so?! 0

I AnOf cour se. B uknhowehat & as atwilness af yoar teeninal iiness wi |
and incapacity, cannot be allowed to take the

R.M.: fAAnatoly Sergeyevich! This should be
parents are sick, you saimgerWwwdé&ao she agree?

|l : AShe will agree. She is a desperate wom

because they separated her from her beloved V

R.M.: fAiBut you should warn her very thorou
spoB maybe her bra or panties. And right now, when you go to your lodgings, where are you
going to keep the film? Dondét putitButnotinn your
the safe. Somewhere in the hallway, wunder the

| put it in my pocket, and only told Olga about it in the evening. She was sitting in an

armchair, subdued. AMayako was playing cl assi
was eva worse. | turned it on only to hear the news, though often the news was aboutrsports o

cultural events. Yesterday, there was one pie
Peru, where she did either chaacledigiocyvdtth& , or a

moment | thought, or rather keenly felt, that the gang is returning us to an information
environment of the worst stagnation years.

Four thirty p.m. Again breaking news. The
announcer 6ceaankxWeust vowiempl oyees of TV and Ract
submit to the s@alled Committee on the State of Emergency. We have been deprived of the
opportunity to report objective and complete information, and we demand that the totally
discraited leadership of TV and Radio be removed from their posts. If we manage to go on air
again, we wil/ honestly fulfill our professio

Bakatin and Primakov (good job Zhenya, he made it to Moscow!) as members of the
Security Council, declared ththe State Emergency Committee is illegal and unconstitutional.
And all its decrees are as well. Gorbachev is healthy and being held against his will. It is
necessary to immediately ensure his return to Moscow or give him an opportunity to meet with
the pess.

Nishanov and Laptév chairmen of Supreme Soviet Chamldetreld an emergency
meeting of the Committees. Lukyanov flew to the Crimea to meet with Gorbachev. And the best
thing: the Ministry of Defense, upon analyzing the situation resulting from tloeludtion of
the state of emergency in some areas, decided to immediately withdraw troops from those areas
(i.e. not just the armored vehicles, but troops as a whole, meaning the paratroopers and all the
others).

Who is left with Yanaev, Pugo and their Gadealinin, the commander of Moscow, to
face the people?!
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At 6 p.m., the AOrbitao channel announced
RSFSR Supreme Soviet!

It was around 11 p.m. on August™@hen | turned on the TV at full volume and took a
seat near Ol gaé by her knees.

-

Olya! A serious matter has come wup. Ar
ous. You can say no right now, before

(%]
D
-
- @
n <

What are you talking about, Anatoly Serge
. 0

~ D

spe a

o
n

told her about the film and Gorbacheyv
about the plan to get them fAito freedom. o

c

Al right, 0 she said, Al etds suppose | get
ol l owed. 0O

-+

be

AYes, of discossedthieswith WS and R.M. We decided that it would be quite
natur al if you visit my wife. Il will write he
prison: everything is alright, dondt w©aserry, I
they search you on the plane, or at the airport. You will have to hide the bundle with the film in
some truly fAprivateod place. The next step, i f
Street to my apartment. Give my wife the letter ardithindle. Tell herto callLedaB o vi n 6 s
wife. They know each other. She will come. Just her, not Bovin, he is too notable of a figure,
plus he is under suspicion aft ercornfelerce.ylyest i on
wife will give this thing b Lena, who will give it to Sasha [Bovin]. And he will immediately
know what to do with it.o

Olga put the bundle in her jeans after all. There, the bundle constantly protruded. |
chucke d at it sometimes, pd&inting my finger at t

Now it was my jolio get Generalov to let her go to Moscow. | started pressuring him
beforehand, on the 19is he not ashamed of himselfan office® allowing such mockery of
a young mother. She has a sick little don. He
not be sitting here forever, | tried to scare him. He will have to answer for such behavior towards
a woman, who is worried sick because she cannot find out about her son. And more of the same.

But he kept repeating: he only has em@y communication wit Moscow, they can call
him, and his superiors have called. But he cannot call Moscow. He lied, of course.

After discussing the Aplano with Ol ga, I d
my earlier attempts to push for my rights by pointingoatth | é m a USSR Peopl eo:s
he, Generalov, is breaking the Constitution and violating my parliamentary immunity by holding

G2 az2a02¢6 AY

®{KS SYRSR dzJ 6NRYy3IAy3d GKS odz/yRE S i
NBYy OSo ! dzii K2 NDRa y

to me, and | to Gorbachev, who demonstrated it at the pr@8 y ¥ S
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me de facto under house arrest, were futile. | invited him again. And again he dared to come. |

began to shame himaboutOlgaut heé out wi tted me. He offered
which is a government communications point ab
of Yalta, so she could call home to Moscow.

The following thing happened. A little while after Genevaloo f f er ed t hi s fAop!
under mined all our plans to transfer 1 nformat
my office. | put his name in quotation marks because it is difficult to say what his name really is,

he i s from tthhee KsGBme Bguuy iwhdies dr ove Ol ga, Tamar
and fYu z4hregtimés atday antil August'8
He did not say hell o. AWhere i s Lanina? |

up, offered my hand t oslyshookey heng. | mogcediatcharnigeid and
him even when he was sent for my suitcase. For him, | was already a criminal, a prisoner. When
Olga got back she had the same impression. She said that in the car, he moved away from her as
if she was a leper. Anatih KGB agent accompanied Bea communications guy. He sat

opposite from her when she was on the phone with Moscow, ready to disconnect her any second

if she said too much. Al started cr yiareg, 0 she
you alrigh? And | was crying, chocking on my tears. Overall it was just distressing. They did not
|l et me call your wife.o (I had asked her to c

In general, they let us know once again who we were to them.

It is worthwhile to note that the State Emergency Comeminember Lukyanov, when he
emerged from the fAMatrosskaya Tishinaod detent

television interviews that Ait was all Gorbac
communication lines. Two feet away from Chernyaesv o f f i ce, i n the next r
tel ephone from which he could have called any

did they have to drive Olga over 20 kilometers to make a call, with security, and forbid her even
from saying two words tmy wife?!

By the way, about our isolation. When Olga returned, | asked her about what she saw on
the way. AThe road is blocked off to all traf
vehicles. Border patrols are at every step. From abovedq#ukis about 2@5 meters above the
AZaryao territory) you can see better that th
before the 18, | counted at least 16 various ships. In the haze it was hard to tell, maybe there
were more. o

This is fow our imprisonment ended.

Around 5 p.m. on the 2 all three women burst into my office: Olga, Larisa and
Tatyana, extremely excited. AAnatoly Sergey
on the balconyé Severalpsaat Wwkeeecobomangefo
territory. Two boys from security came out to meet them, with Kalashnikovs at the ready.
AStop! o they called out. The cars stopped. A S
A driver and somebody else cameaqutdm t he first caré They sai d ¢

ev
D mi
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response was ADondét move! 06 and one of the guy
returned, and the cars moved to the left, behind the service building where my office is located.

| stepped out fronrmy office, which is on the second floor. There is a stairway that goes
directly from my door to the main entrance to the house. | was standing there in a rumpled
undershirt and worout sports pants. A thought flashed through my @ihébok like an inmate
in a prison camp!

Lukyanov, Ivashko, Baklanov, Yazov, Kryuchkov filed into the door downstairs. They
looked beaten, their faces gloomy. Each one bowed to me!! | understood what was g§oing on
they came to plead guilty. | stood there, stony faced, boilieg with anger. Even before they
disappeared in the room on the left, | turned around and showed my back to them. Olga was
standing next to me, all red, devilish triumph playing in her eyes.

Larisa and big Tatyana ran into the office. Tatyana is usualtiygsafied, strong and
calmd suddenly she wrapped her arms around me and started sobbing. Then there was nervous
| aughter, various unmemorable exclamationsé |
was over. The scum failed with their schemes.

| gotdressed and ran over to M.S. | have to admit, | was afraid that he would receive

themé Which must not be done, because we saw
parliament was on their way here. Gorbachev was sitting in his office and giving avdethe

phone. He paused for a second to tell me : il
phone | ines, I wi || not speak with them. And

While | was present he ordered the commandant of the Kremlin tohalentire
Kremlin under his protection and not to allow any of the emgmbers in under any
circumstances. He got the commander of the Kremlin regiment on the phone, and ordered him to
follow orders only from the commandant of the Kremlin. Then he sumdnitreechief of
government communications and the Minister of Communications to the phone, and ordered
them to turn off all the couyme mber sé communi cati ons. Judging &L
standing at attention on the other end of the line. | poimithat the cars that brought the State
Emergency Committee members had autonomous <co
of the bodyguards) and ordered him to Adiscon

Then he spoke with George Bush. It was a joyfuleosation. M.S. thanked him for his
support and solidarity. Bush welcomed Gorbach

M.S. also had a conversation with V.I. Shcherbakov (First Deputy Premier) and
somebody el seé | didnot undwnwaddmd | wito.meT laendg
figure it out. Before | came in he spoke with Yeltsin, Nazarbayev, and Kravchuk. He told me
about this.

He dispelled my fears i mmedi atel y: AWhat a
something like that. | had no intentiohreceiving them. | might only speak with Lukyanov and
|l vashko. o
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Boris reported that the Russian delegation entered the territory of the dacha.

Alnvite them in, o0 M.S. said, filet them go
joined them there. Thecene that followed | will remember for the rest of my life. Silaev and
Rutskoi rushed to embrace Gorbachev. There were exclamations and some big words. They
interrupted each other in a rush. Bakatin and Primakov, the deputies, were there as well. | looked
at them. Some of them had railed against Gorbachev in the parliament and in the press more than
once; they had argued with him, and indignantly protested against him. But now, the misfortune
instantly brought to light that they are a part of a whole thatthe country needs exactly this
whol e. | even said, while watching this colle
Russia have united, without any Union Treatyé
madeimmediatelyafter arriving in Moscow].

We s at down at a tabl e. We vied with each
Moscow and here. It turned @ufor some reason | was surprised byadhtkat they did not even
know who came to the President with an ultimatamyhat kind of an ultimatum it was.

Silaev and Rutskoi were against Gorbachev receiving Kryuchkov & Co., who were in
essence sitting under guard in the service house below my office. M.S. replied that he will most
likely receive only Lukyanov and Ivashkeho seem to have come separately.

It was a long conversation. It was already nearing 10 p.m. when Rutskoi took initiative.
He is a strong and handsome man; itbés a pl eas
said, Ait i s ti neteptwdl bedWeswil nda Ist yow boaoh thet (gresidentialx
airplane on which those types (!) got here. We shall take my airplane. It is at the same airport,
but far from yours. It is securely guarded. | brought 40 lieutecalohels with me, they arelal
armed. Weol | make it.

| should say a word about these lieuterart | onel s. According to Ru
was supposed to make a false exit from his car near the presidential plane. He did this, and then
quickly got back in the car, which rushedtodlar Rut sk oi 6 s -pkmeaway.,Whent andi n
M.S., in his wool sweater that people saw on TV when he appeared at Vnukovo, came toward
Rut skoi 6s plane, these officers stood with gu
atthis scene, Itholgt : t here i s still genuine officerads
intelligence in the army, too. One only has to talk to someone like Colonel N.S. Stolyarov, who
came with the group of deputies to rescue his President. We drove to the airportan. one

Then there was the flight. Rutskoi was in charge of the flight, he kept summoning the
pilots [to discuss the details]. M.S. and his family settled in a small bay of the plane, and called
me over. There was so little space that the little granddasdatedown on the floor and
quickly fell asleep.

When | came i n, he cheerfully asked me, n S
simple Soviet prisoner, butan-exr i soner . 0 Everybody | aughed exc
Primakov and Bakatin cameover,é doct or |1 gor & Anatol 6evich Bo

was telling us what happened to her when they heard that theremapers are coming over to
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ascertain the condition of Mikhail Sergeyevic
had poor ommand of her arm. There was an animated conversation about people, and how they

are tested in such circumstances, about immorality, which is the source of all crimes and

mi sfortunes. There were toasts to tewotds:nui ng
AWe are flying to a new country. o

Many magazines printed the photograph of Ira coming down the ladder from the airplane
(in Vnukovo airport), carrying her daughter wrapped in a blanket. She walked past the crowd
surrounding the President. | re#d there were people who were sincerely happy to see him, as
wel | as those for whom it would have been bet
her daughter to the car, near which | was standing, away from the people crowding around M.S.
Shelunged for the car seat and started shaking with sobs. | leaned over and tried to say
something. Her husband was near her, hugging her and stroking her hair, trying to calm her, but
it was no use. This final episode at the airport came to symbolize frentiagedy that
happened not only at the dacha in the Crimea, but with the whole country. Irina, a young Russian
woman, who was totally energetic, composed, and ready for anything in the face of danger,
broke down in tears o0o$ opvgr andt deapaarr eaheas
life resumes and you have to do your job. Alas! Things did not go as we had hoped at the time.

September 14, 1991, Saturday

|l t6s time to r esudiaey nctyo ndfiianreyme nAtf tienr it Zhaer y3a ,
after the Soviet Union ceased to exist and the CPSU was liquidated, after the monstrous, all
encompassing and yet not unexpected betrayal é
should have become two years ago, and what he wanted to be for a lgrfgrtiBre years, but
did not dareé And now he fAbecamed this, but h

| should have kept a daily journal after getting back from the Crimea. This is truly history
in the making. But the workload was unbelievable.

Nowitistooht eé | wi | | note down some things as
will describe todayds event s.

There was a meeting with Revenko ororganizing the presidential apparatus. We
fantasizedé while it would be bGotbackevtommake be mo
it somehow, since he is so seté since he want

[After a while] only the three of us remair@dRevenko, Shakhnazarov, and I. Revenko
told us some things, for example that Kryuchkov and Boldin listened in on all otlusling
the President. Right now Russian investigators are deciphering the tapes and looking through the
transcribed materials. Well, | am even pleased: at least they will see how | was at odds with the
generals, how | argued with M.S., and how Shevardnadmetimes looked less than
progressive with me, etc.

Revenko said that the entire Kremlin is bugged, and that it would take a month to extract
all of them! The same deal as with the American Embassy in Moscow. The U.S. Congress is
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right when they say thé is impossible to neutralize this, the whole building has to be
destroyed. We underestimated our scientéichnological capabilities in this regard.

| will describe at some later point my epic expulsion from the CC building on August
27" Only three days ago was Tamara able to transfer to [my new office in] the Kremlin my
papers from the old office, including the ent
conversations with foreign statesmdram planning to write a history based onstheecords of
the year between September 1$ptember 1998t hr ough M. S. 6 t hought s a
About how the coup became possibleé (Only now

Also, | am planning to put together a book about the two weeks from August 23
September 12, with M. S.6 Aownod analysis of the
dozens of M. S.®6 meetings with foreign statesm

Yesterday | received the Spanish Ambassador. He reported that Gonzalez wants to come
to Moscow as friendly gesture. M.S. agreed for Octob®r 1

The Cuban Ambassador in connection wi
our decision to withdraw our [ brigade] f
while there are only 3,000). Ti@ubans are protesting pitifully. Yet another symbol of the
collapse of an era.

th M.
rom C

M.S. took pity on Dubinin (our ambassador in France, who behaved disgracefully during
the emergency situation and confused MNmtterra
but privately, | gave him a piece of my mind. | told him his excuses were at the level of a petty
official while he is a political figure representing the State and the President (not the
government), even though our ambassadors do not swear aMoegbver, he knows about

M.S. 6 personal relations with Mitterrand and
Aconsultodo on what to do, saying that a messag
But, instead of helping Mitterrand to figureawth at 6 s goi ng on, he practi
takeanantGor bachev position at first. And more of

these are the finew thinkingo diplomatsé But t
life, as well aghe fear of losing & these traits played a cruel joke with these elite characters.

They include Zamyatin, Loginov, Slyusar (Greece), and Uspensky (Norway), toward whom M.S.
showed patrticular care. However, the behavior of each one of the people nanmedaheeil as

many others, does not surprise me. Perhaps with the exception of Bessmertnykh. He really found
himself in a difficult situation.

Two days ago | had a bad cardiogram. But | feel nothing.

| 6ve gotten mor e-coupdays thaduring the actusl boeps At the o s t
time, my special trait, which | got to know so well in myself during the war, kicked in: during
moments of real danger | am extremely calm and composed, and there is not a shadd@w of fear
whatever will be, will be. So, in frarof M.S. and R.M., | did a good job playing a cheerful
fellow who has a gut feeling that everything will turn out alright, thereby encouraging the
presence of mind in others.
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| wrote a beautiful speech for Gorbachev for the CSCE international conferetioe o
humanitarian dimension (Septembet B, in the Hall of Columns). This was probably his first
public speech not only Awithout, o0 but even in
so much in the last two years.

September 15, 1991

| exhaused myself repairing the commode. Read a bunch of newspapers. There will be
no Uni on. I think the Supreme Soviet wild.l not
Popov is right (his article fADoubtldsitatthas i n t
round table of the State Council, but only the people who accept the minimum of democratic
rules.

| went to the Crimean embankment. Thousands of people stood in line to see Roman
Af o ni n éeghibigon.rl decded notto. Nearby,underthe en sky, the fAscul p
totali tddrmhiean opmpde®d statues of Dzerzhinsky, Sv
climbing on them, taking pictures, sitting on
who interrupt the picture a ki Intgéi s di sgusting, this necrophi
monstrously dark and immoral, and the worst part is that they do not realize this, unlike the
people of 1917, who realized it and Aknew the

September 19, 1991

Yesterdaywasaonont h since the day we got 1 mpri sone
16" there was a vile TV program, set against a background of a dummy of Nixon at the time of
his i mpeachment, that went on for 1.5 hours.

milksop bastards were arguing that M.S. was the head of the coup. And in the morning there was
an article by Obcharenko Pravda about the same thing.

In general, a week ago there arose a new wave of Gorbachews mp | i ngé But | gr
organi zed a Around table, 0 where they tried t
himé |t is pretty unpleasant to wmovt(editordfow Yeg
Trud) and others, whom in the early stagepe@festroikaM.S. rescued and promoted, now
easily bring him down to the | evel of an Aord

However, Ignatenko told me that afterwards, behind the scenes (i.e. without TV), they

had al.5 hourlong closeget oget her, which |l eft M.S. Ainspir
Today he received Brady (U.S. Secretary of the Treasury). Brady rather arrogantly stated

the conditions for their assistance. M. S. kep

hd p a great country, this will change the who

Il n the evening he received an envoy from K
billioné wit hout-Westieyropeah antick and chmealed hanailiation of the
receiving party.
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Todayl f i ni shed AThe August Coupo book (caus:¢
M. S. 06 conversations. He is hesitant about iteée
should be released, to state his position and to safeguard him against aveest theampling,
politically intended to remove the symbol of the Union (the Presidahg last, weak symbol,

but there is no other Il efté
Or maybe they just want t o Kki cpkrestroikamrawhi | e
intelligentsia.

September 201991, Friday

lgave M.S.the8p age fAAugust Coupo book. I n the We:s

| recommended that he give it to the newspaper in installments, and publish it as a book
at the same time. Plus, he should include the August essay, whishwa | r eady cal |l ed
instruction manual for the State of Emergency

| talked with him on the phone three times today; he did not say a word about the book.
As if he did not receive it, even though | know thatas placed on his desk on top of the other
papers. But such is his manner.

The U.S. charge déaffaires Collins visited
joint working group to explore the issues of qualitatively new SeMeerican relations. | @ve
it to M.S. and urged him not to put it off.

| offered himto goto Kiev forthe8tanni ver sary of Babi Yar é |
in AZarya, 0 before the coupé No word from him

A week ago, the Korean Ambassador in the name of RotWiaeasked M.Snot to
receive the leader of the opposition. The entire Moscow Korean lobby has been pressuring me
for days, insisting that he should receive him. But | did not even report this to Gorbachev. Roh
TaeWoo i s more important ®Dothsughght maw bl ao mi
next year.

Dzasokhov has been pestering me. It turns out that he is still acting as chairman of the
International Committee of the Supreme Soviet, as if nothing has happened. He is preparing the
ratification of agreementsn conventional weapons and START!!! So much for a recent
secretary of the CC CPSU, an editor of CC letters to the provinces, demanding that they support
the State Emergency Committee!

Today, investigators brought me a record of my testimony and theripgnBor two
hours | watched and | istened to mysel f, check
in the TV show with Olga and Tamara. In general, | appear to be detached and somehow
stronger and more confident than | feel in real life.

On the way home in the metro | readlavestiaa conversation with M.S. over a cup of
tea. This is after the firound tabled organi ze
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to what he was like at the beginningpafrestroika casting off his sel€onfidence, which arose
from international fame and the corrupting nature of power.

| want to get out of the city. Tamara is inviting me to go to Snegiri, where Dunaev is

trading dachas with heré But | want ?Na@al go wi't
am not confused. |l tds just that my body want s
wi || become ol d soon. Vera Valerbéevna (my doc
has been irreversibly damaged, since the professoe startt al ki ng about surger

Ozherel 6ev came to visit. He i s pitiful; h
Medvedev is in a similar position, they are n

fussé saying that wecexmygien atttee tfhlei fpd aaxred wweo r
remembers about us only when he needs us. | did not say it, but | thought t@nmgsdties not

even remember that | was with him during the
my supportandel i ed on my ficertaintyoé He willingly t
speaks with emotion only about his familyeé

Yesé al so at t lavestigiwo daysrago, andaeken ever a cup of tea later
in the close circle, not forthe TVcamerash e conver sation touched wupo
more than once. But nobody remembered abogdt nether he nor anyone in the company! But
if someone other than | had been in this posi
initiator, would na@ have the image he attained in the eyes of the world. For here, more than
anywhere else, form is meaningful. Plus the supporting ideas to the major ones, which were, of
course, his own.

September 21, 1991, Saturday

This really turnedtoufrbm bbeaefidaydaf, th
wracking, the uncertain, the tireson&om politics and service.

| stopped by worké there were cables. M. S.
the 50" anniversary of Babi Yar, asked me to pregaspeech (without publicity). He agreed to
have Yakovlev patronize our part of the joint group with U.S. on strategic théhkandgow to

build a new world orderé Today VYakovlev stopp
Kokoshin, whom | suggestedrfo t he group as a fAworkingodo managc¢
assigning Ross, Bakerds adviser

Yakovlev asked me: fADo you find Arbatov co

he started to look for a new boss to stay afloat. From Gorbachev to Yeltsin, tleautnc He 6 s
got a good nose. o0

il wi | | think about this, o Yakovlev said.

nDo that 0

M. S. agreed to a treaty with Czechosl ovaki
into hostile alliances. 0
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Nezavisimayg§lndependenhewspaper] is quite in a rage todayefyyakov himself is
railing against the nomenclature of the Afour
meetings.

And | am sorry to say kesiypullicattomalthegclbde abou't
circle conversatiomldvedrr ianadwsp 00 fhet ecao:mpil vad nasr
poor guy: | lost everything, so to say, but | am still a good person, feel sorry for me.

Then N.N. and | strolled on the Crimean embankment. They are flaunting Afonin, the
Ger man Shermushyrehiasewpmemé yTloé scul pturesé |
deal of various kinds of art. This is not normal, if one compares it with simple work that provides
people a normal life. We went on our way: N.N. to th&%2and | to the Kremlin.

September 241991, Tuesday

Today M. S. told me that it was di-scovered
Ogarevo with Yeltsin and Nazarbayev, their wo
Arecordedo by Plekhanové [ Dur i n dedogitions,amdonver s
the Kryuchkovs, Bakl anovs, and Bol dins were n

Apparently, it was then that they made up their minds.

| prepared an agreement to publish M.S. 06 b
Germanwith Murdoch (his representative Bell will come) and Bertelsmann (Teltschik). The
Novosti publishing house (with Pushkov) wil!/

| decided to publish my #fAdiaryo oith the thr
Golembiovsky [zvestig. | also want to offer it t&ternor Time

At midnight, a courier brought from M.S. t
(?). He kept that article in. It means things are moving along! It is too bad he removed some of
the juiciest parts.

Today he offered me to become a State Adviser on international and foreign economic

i ssuesé In |ine with Yalkbeviéewgamy sgme amtdh e he
general o | am tired. | 6 vehabtuillbtv eu po eneonmednoti unng .t
take up a job which mainly deals with organiz
di scredit the reputation | 6ve built up over t

thought to myself that my&G is getting worse every day, and the degree of my freedom is
decreasing). But in my heart | was hurt. | would be placed alongside people who have served less
than | have. And he was happy | refused!

AYou know, 06 he said, nles.wlisswouldonlyb& onargoreal ong
burden on your shoul der s, and you are so cons
work as webve been working this whole time, t
T kmAa I aG2L) 2F GKS O02YYdziSNI GNIAYy 2y GKS YFT Iy NIACE

note]
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reward?!)eé Wedbre udsed tgo eiatt. dAnd erlreace i sal
Primakov as the adviser on international and
praised Zhenya [Primakov]. And | thought to m

because you are taynit would seem | should be rewarded somehow, but who is going to do the
wor k that Chernyaev does every day! o So that
oursel veseé

Today M.S. received Waigel and Koehler (German Minister of Finance and the

Aisher padv)e.r ylbiokdey el se, they are repeating the
when providing assistance? We were in Ukraine, they clearly want to separate. How are you
going to exist?0 But M. S. iI's an optwunorst . He

bodies. He believes in the economic agreement and even assured them that there will be a Union
Treaty!

September 27, 1991, Thursday

Yesterday the BBC filmed me (it turns out
for a TV series called fiThe Second Russian Re
for the second episode. This is the seventh episat®ut the coup and Gorbee v 6 s ci rcl e)
two hours they asked broad questions apeutstroika about Gorbachev. Some of the
guestions were about our imprisonment in the
really want to know the truth. They are also putting togethe materials very well.

In the evening, Braithwaite (the Ambassador) invited us to the magnificent Shekhtel
mansion. We watched the sixth episode of the series, which ends with a stopframe from an
amateur recording of Gor of Augisteldth. A strikiligZdmomgd 0 o n
face!

Yakovlev, Laptev, Shakhnazarov, and various Englishmen were there. It was a wonderful
evening, followed by a dinner with fancy silyv
revolved around the coup. And, it turned,dbey found me interesting. The filmmakers were
very sorry that they had not reached me sooner, though they tried. Masha called me at7 a.m.

She is a smatrt, chiseled Jewish woman, though she knows how to work hard and earn an honest
living. | was sitthg next to her, discussing different topics, showing off like a peacock. But |

could feel that in her mind she was only selecting the things that will be useful for her work at

the BBC (she has been a British citizen for a long time).

It was a good evenin

Today, | sent Yavlinsky on his way to meet with Major and Kohl. | wrote messages for
him (from M.S.) to give to the Prime Minister

Alongside that, | was editing the material that M.S. assigned the day e&teeday for
his meeting with Mubarak.
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Al ongside that, | was writing M.S.06 messadg
all does not want to go himself, but is sending Yakovlev.

| met with a journalist fronTime we discussed the publication ofmiary about Foros. |
will also give it tolzvestiyaat the same time. It came out to 23 pages.

|l 6m jittery and stressed. | stopped by th
last, but better than last time. My blood pressure is 110, this neverme ned bef or e! |
croaké

e
0

M.S. and | were sitting in his office. He told me how he and R.M. watched [a theater
performance of] @ Th e"wedbingsannivdrsaryl ale isokatéd the relevtartt e i r
bits: the murder of a dictator, poetst¢.

He signed the |l etters to Major, Kohl , and
book. Tomorrow Bell is coming on behalf of Murdoch Books.

Bovin and | finally made plans to go to a pub together (the one in Maryina Roshcha, on
Okt yabr 6 %) kBatywas |&¢ (beeagise of M.S.) and he did not wait for me. | did not find
him even in that Armenian pub, though theoretically people know him there. He must have
gotten offended after he called me and looked for me.

| recommended General Batenin tor@achev as an adviser on defense, Petrakov to
replace Voronin in the EU, and V.I. Shcherbakov as an adviser on international economic
relations. M.S. replied that he will not get
Emergency Committee.

Primalov gl adly accepted the position of head
branched off from Bakatin. A.l. Yakovlev, in the meantime, keeps frequenting the rallies, and
does not go a day without giving an interview!! | suspected him to have inordin#ig tan |
thought it would be checked by intelligence. Turns out, vanity is stronger than all his other
qualities and trumps everything.

In the morning Collins called me: Bush wants to talk to M.S. But he was assigned to first
inform M.S. what the conveation would be about. | called M.S., at 11 a.m. he had a meeting
with Mubarak. At 10:30 a.m. he received Col I
unveiled today: a universal reduction of nuclear weapons, even the Tomahawks, which the U.S.
neer agreed to beforeé Advantageousé Wel |l done
conventional weapons.

But this is not the point. M.S. tried to call Marshal Shaposhnikov to assign him to prepare
a Apositiono for the tHelcduldmnoireabth hiBiuMsS weatttohid p . m.
meeting with Mubarak, and assigned me to gather the generals + Karpov and tell them to
formulate our response.
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Lobov + some gener al + Karpov came over. F
From the outset, tlyestarted digging: what, why, and how much... like the years of nonsense in
Geneva and Vienna: a deadd, and lucrative for the negotiators.

Il told them: do you think that this initia
humiliate us,andtosho t hat we are no | onger a superpower
say? There is no beginning of a new U.S. policy here, new relations with us, the outcomes of
new thinking you do not see any of this? How will our President look when the entire world
will be astonished by this initiative, but all M.S. will have to say to Bush is that they have more
of this, and we still need to discuss that? After Bush straightforwardly says that he will disarm
unilaterally, and calls on us to follow his example?

Theychmaged their tune and tried to show that
so outdatedé Again M.S. found a Chief of Gene
command a divisioné -Wendoahet hake Babht hasan

Theyleft. 1dic at ed to T-amaeadaoafiobcheéat king with Bu
match for Reykjavik, which you, the Americans
and figure out the details as we go along: where we will meet you, where weovkillrw
parallel, and what will be figured out through negotiations.

Though | have to say that by 3 p.m. Shaposhnikov (he is smarter, more modern, and more
politically aware than the previous group | met with) brought over a concept of the conversation
similar to my own.

They gathered in M.S.06 officeé Lobov, who
unprofitable to us, that they will deceive us, that he does not see any unilateral action, etc.
Despite the fact that M. S.ngtheqgppositp.blekepttheng at B
generals in his office when he spoke to Bush on the phone. It was a pretty good move. He said
things along the | ines of fAit is a historic s

t

will discusstherestandage on how best o do itoe

They also agreed on what M. S. 0 public reac
appearance.

Earlier | mentioned that Gorbachev and R. M
Marcho i n Vakht ang o vadted telliny thedgemerals ab&itihis dnpredsigns, h e

and analogies!! He took from the shelf a volume of the encyclopedia and started reading about
Caesar: a mixture of innocence and a clever play at having confidence in his new generals!
Shaposhnikov appreded the references, but | believe Lobov completely missed it.

In the morning | senlzvestyamy fi Di ary of the Presidentds A
will run a page of it. A correspondent Bimecame over with a photographer, a young woman.
She took manyipturesofmé agai nst t he background of Gorbac
the Terrible in the background, then she made me sit on the windowsill with my notepad (i.e. the
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i n my handsé The cobuckete ponden

At 5 p. m. I met with Bell, from Murdoch. W
(AAugust Coupo) over the course of four weeks
they publish, the first part of the fee. They arereallysmehi ng up this sensati o
make good money off of it.

lrewr ot e the address for Babi Yaré M. S. is 1
wrote straightforwardly about arBiemitism, and about the exodus of talented citizens, and a
great peple, and the fact that we have to learn lessons from our owSemitism, not just the
Nazi version. | am not sure whether Gorbachev will accept all of this. Yakovlev told me: if he
takes it out, | will add it from myself.

Today in the TV show fiVzglyad, 06 Yavlinsky
reserves left. In letters to Major and Kohl, M.S. did not write down the number, he only allowed
Yavlinsky to convey it verbally ancbnfidentially In any case, Kohl wilind out the number
from our TV show rather than from the Preside

But the figure is appallingé We were opera
much as 40600 tons per year. The U.S. has 4,200 tand,we have 240!

September 28, 1991, Saturday

| wrote down the date to start the diary,
Yavlinsky to London or Bonn, tel] him to be h

He told me that he is editingtiiekAugust Coupo booké | said, 0
The text is already in London, if not America

ASo what, 0 he responded, AThatdéds how it al

AAre there a | ot of changes?o

AA fair amount. For nowé. 0

| went through the booksn my bookshelf. My God! How much | have not read! And
how much | did not read at the right timeé An
read some things outside the obligatory minim
about others?! Tintellectual process was perverted, stifled, until all that was left was a small,
barely passable channel é How could one expect
history for half a century at least?!

October 1, 1991, Tuesday

It has been hdor days.
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Yesterdaylzvestiyap u b | i s h e dd theydiariy & thes assystant to the President

during three days in August. Today everyone i
the political significancet he olmet drher yj otualnen ti
ground, 06 some the human aspect of the blockad

French and German newspapers and journals asked for permission to reprint.

But M. S. did not I|ike it. He pretended t ha
diary of yours inzvestiy® ! 0 Andr e Grachev was there, and h
changed the subject. This means R. M. didnodt |

the diaryeée

OnSunday lwentto4% N. N. and | IkiotheRamenskeelailway wa
station. While we were eating, Kira uttered a striking thought: something else might have
happened and a coup woul dndét be necessary. Go
suddenly, or he could have drowned or chocké, Then what? Who would we be left with?
Yanaev, Yazov, Kryuchkov and Co. It would have been quite legal, and not immediately with
tanks. And thenthetankd egal |y and | awfullyé In reality,
for himsel fpérestrodkd cont i nue

Conversation with M.S. in the presence of Grachev, immediately after he met with
Christophersen (EC): whom should he take as the State adviser on international economic
i ssues? Maybe Adamishin? Andrei and | praised

Then | sasiOdminsky (Dapety Minister of Foreign Affairs). He was just
present at the meeting with Christophersen, he is an ace at what he does (i.e. foreign economic
affairs). o

M. S.: fAiBut he 1is only Aorecgnomi $8@ff r seped
cour se, one who knows about economics. 0O

|l . ASo take both of them, Adami shin and Ob
said this as a joke, of course).

M. S. : A NoO. You and | wil/ keep working as

What does this mean? Either he is tiofdne, or he wants to change the image of his
circle, or he truly only needs me to write his speeches, these kinds of pamphlets, various letters
to leaders, greetings, responses, and congratulations.

Most likely it is a mix of the first, second, andthird And a general fAdisre
individual .0 You candét make him respect you wu
The more so because | am suffocating in these texts: materials for talks, notes and responses after
the talks, materialsforaphn e cal | to Bonn, London, where el
opinion, and endless greetings and addresses. Only today | had to write something for the first
anniversary of German unification and for a telephone conversation with Kohl. And | clean up
texts again and again after his edits. My meeting with the new U.S. Ambassador Straus, for
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example: | have to write a report on it to Gorbachev, as well as suggestions, including on a joint
SovietAmerican group on strategic security.

By the way, Colinswh o brought ABushdés initiativeo on
lung. He nearly died. But he was saved at Granovsky. Straus said that in America, Collins would
not have made it. Bush sent his thanks and asked M.S. to thank the doctors.

In general, the meety with Straus was nothing special. It looks like he came to make
sure that he can work with me. Many peopl e ar
dropping prestige. In their eyes, | appear to be much more important than | really am.

For exampleBraithwaite wanted to meet again, Bell (from Canada), Nikolaenko (Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs, just got back from Cuba). Zemtsov (Israel) and Velikhov got around
me and met directly with M.S. They tempted him with practically free billions oftcrédi
Though there are rumors that the money actually comes from the arms trade.

| managed to convince M.S. to meet with the New York Rabbi Scheier and Madame
Karder® the chairwoman of the American organization for Soviet Jews. He agreed to meet with
them to ompensate for not going to Babi Yar.

Yavlinsky stopped by yesterd
again beginning to steer from t
until there is a Union Treaty.

ay. He is in d
he courseé He

| : hdinhad? Justin September he told all the foreigners that we will have an economic
agreement soon, while the Union Treaty will happen at some point in the future, when it

becomes possible. Two days later, at the ptesgerence following the meeting wikubarak
he said the same thingé And now what? Why?0o

Yavlinsky: Al dondét know. |1tdés as i f he ma
Rutskoi were present at their conversation. Rutskoi echoed him, while Silaev was quiet. This
would be another failure. | told him that | will leave again if things go tlaig. wwill go to
Alma-Ata with to work on a draft agreement with the premiers of the republics. And if he moves

away from ité | wild.l |l eave. 0

|l : AThis would be a failure in the eyes of
wonobét be a Dbreisonrh eTrnecat yslee that ORussiad is pr
away and it wild.l be Il eft in o6splendid isolati
060saved them while bypassing Gorbachev, who wi

Y av !l i Prebdably:he does not see it. But | will act like a professional and a citizen. |
dondt need anything el se. I f there is no econ
feeté because there wild.l be neithert.a market

|l ABut how do you I|ike M.S.! Does he not
everyone that he recruited Yavlinsky for the second time, and for the second time turned away
from him! Who wil/ he be |l eft with?o0
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In addition, Yavlinsky told mewhatth i nf or me ddomanMly,jthatithe 240 o u t
tons of gold is not the end of the story. (He
London, so our people would find out before the foreigners do. According to their customs, if the
world finds ou about something like this before people at home, the Prime Minister would have
to resign the next day).

But the gold, Yavlinsky said, is for the layman. The fact that all our assets aredempty
that is truly catastrophic. This means that the VneshekondajBank for Foreign Economic
Affars] does not have a penny. Ryzhkov and Pavl o\
bankrupt. And | tol d Maj 6 if Engldndfaund outlsdmsthingMa j or 6
like this about itself, there would be a oéytion the next day!

In the meantime, today at a meeting with Christophersen, M.S. was extremely self

confident (like in that anecdote): ANo need t
it is impossible to have complete order, take us fay wh are, so to say. We will pay off the
debts. We dondt need handouts and such. 0 He m

go to London with that impression. This is NozdrevsH&inaeady. Or maybe the only thing left
to do is hope for the best.

October 2, 1991, Morning, Before Work

| was thinking about the fAAssistantds Diar
but not so much as to put a fly in the ointment. Theecorrespondent was right when he said
that the notepad, captured olmfiby the girl accompanying him, could be sold for thousands of
dollars.

| tried to reproduce exactly what was writtéere exactly how it was writtethere with
95 percent accuracy.

October 2, 1991, Evening

Gorbachev met with Shoshanna Karden. Sheasheer elderly Americanized Jewish
woman; maybe she was even beautiful in her day. She is smart and businesslike, but within the
' imits of #Adiplomacy. o

He started by saying thperestroikawas intended to benefit all people, including the
Jews. Shetaaifl | y tried the entire time to insist th
During the conversation she asked him direct|l
process of democratization officially condemned-&aimitism. He evaded the quest(as he
has done with others), saying: il have deci si
nationalism in my official speeches. Butto singleout&%® mi t i smé You know t ha
120 nationalities in the Union. To single out one would meanve preference. Nationalistic
mani festations are not directed just at the J

I NJ DeadSviildtozdreR dydBolizeR MUYy, violdn] 2 f | A D2 33
® w¢NFyatliz2zNnRa b2iGS8
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Gorbachev to find an opportunity and a conven
antFSemitism.

M. S. assurettmbephehat hAshemaroved greatly
general fAwe dondédt have this anymore, 0 though

Karden reminded him about the aB&mitic newspapers that have been appearing, and
about the everyday manifestations of é8gmitism M. S. responded Awith ur
inter-ethnic situation is difficult, but not hopeless. To solve these problems we need further
democratization and an elevation of the ndAcul't

The American r ai sesd; & hteh @rses uaer eo fs thirlelf uas esnii ¢
|l eft, even though fAYou, Mr. Gorbachev, have d
the country.o M.S. said that he is against pe
choice. Hetiedte fAr efuseni kso to state secrets. Shosh
you | ook at t hem, itowi || turn out these aren
limit of 5 years on their secrets, and you have 10? Do you have some spwreial fsem the
world community?06 M.S. promised to think ever

| could see that he was most concerned abo
Karden kept bringing up, to encourage the U.S. Jewish community to contribute investments into
our economy.

Karden reminded him that the World Jewi sh
condemned the State Emergency Committee from the outset. M.S. thanked her and said that the
outflow of Jews from the USSR has increased because of the coup.

How would | rate this meeting? M.S. had met with prominent Jewish figures before
(Rappaport, Reichman, Israeli ministers) but
ties, although the public did noeetovwirtl ootkh & e
This time he met with a woman who officially represented a Jewish organization and spoke in
the name of all Jews and about the AJewish qu

Probably this meeting and Gorbachevdds mess
can put arend to Soviet state arfiemitism?°

And still, still I am upset that M.S. did not go to Babi Yar himself, even though the
President of | srael invited him to goé thereb
Gorbachev did not follow the example ofillly Brandt, who stood on his knees in Warsaw to ask
forgiveness of a nation so terribly wronged by his people, despite the fact that he, Brandt,
personally had nothing to do with it.

P¢KAa aSYRé gl a azf ARATASR o0& D2Nbl OKS@OQa YSSGAay3a sAiGK
October 34!, 1991. It was a truly friendly and sincere meetiag if both of them (and everyone present) breathed

a breath of relief and said to themselves and to each athfarally! We are done with the absurd hostility that

Stalin raised to State level and that was continued and expanded during the Brezhnevlerdz(i K 2 NDa y 2 G S8
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October 6, 1991, Sunday

Yesterday M.S. met with Camdessus. Theyformeatiz t he A USSRO6s0 entry
(all the time now in official tests and especially in public addresses | feel like avoiding the name
of the country. Damn it! There was probably no other case in history when the state remained,
but was stripped ofitsmae . Anyway...) Both Camdessus and M
In terms of symbolism, this is probably the case. They exchanged letters, and at their request |
Awitnessedod that the exchange took pl aceé

Camdessus was very polite, talkative, and urattaristically for a businessmarull of
enthusiasm and optimism for us. He said that on behalf of fheh@ people have been studying
us and Aconstantly monitoring the course of e
(i.e. create withihe help of the IMF and the-@) the technology and incentives, the USSR would
become an economic superpower not just someday, but within a few years. | wrote this in the
press report of the meetingé but wheportsubl i she
about M. S. 6 meetings do not appear on the TV

Prior to this, for two days Weber, Yer mons
response to Bushés initiativeé Al so working o
Silaev (Shaposhnikov, Petrovsky, Ryzhkov, Bakatin, Yakovlev, generals and Karpov from the
MFA). Yesterday we put it together:-omyepsl Dti
Quite strong. But they decided against liquidating our nuclear botlagyart of the strategic
nuclear arms triad (Shaposhnikov, who is an aviator, objected to it). Though Shaposhnikov +
Ryzhkov #Ai nf or mkdare flyirg caffihsdlike the U8 at theLbeginning of the
war! | remember them). If, God willing, theyamage to get to the coast of the United States or
Canada, it would be only to drop the bombs. Gettingddckh at 6 s anot her quest.
constitute only 3 percent of our strategic nu
carries only 8 missilesvhile the American B carries 48 missiles, not to mention the
electronics, speed, etc.!

Nevertheless (even though they almost agreed to it), this point was removed. If they had
accepted it, it would liquidate one leg of the triad of strategic nuclegpans.

M.S. talked with Yeltsin, who agreed to the statement in general. M.S. promised to send

Obukhov + a general to Yeltsin in Kislovodsk,
seems he forgot about this later. He did not find it necessarftoinm t he ot her head
states: AThey can go to hell é some presidents

He spoke with Bush. Pankin gave our response in writing to Bartholomew (U.S.
Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs), who arrived in Moscow. That is why we rushed M.S. to
appear on TV yesterday, so it does not | ook 1ik

On Thursday we fAsaw offodo Primakov to Aour
Bakatin, Yakovl ev, Revenko, and | . M. S. al so
about |l oyalty to each otheré shared Ainfor mat
particularly verbose. | looked at him and thought: I, for one, do not like your\msatiyactivity
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in public. Our offices are close by in the Kremlin, and every day neaffice | see crowds of

TV crews and journalistsé Every day he makes
morality. Whether it be at an opening of a Fund (Krasin and Shakhnazarov created a Fund in the
former Lenin School), or at the presentation sfthook (yet another collection of the same

articles and new interviews).

By the way, last week, in the course of a conversation with Shoshanna Karden
(chairwoman of the American Confederation of Soviet Jews) M.S. for the first time made a
straightforwardstatement on the Jewish question. It was sincere and good. | think he must have
used the text of the Btanniversary of Babi Yar address (the ceremony took place yesterday in
Kiev), which was supposed to be delivered by Yakovlev, whom M.S. senttheres 6dt k n o w
how much he changed the text before giving it to Yakovlev. And will it be published? Nowadays
nobody publishes the Presidentds speeches, th

On Friday, October'3 Horst Teltschik visiteyw (he 1is
friend). He is now in the leadership of the global publishing house Bertelsmann. He is
undertaking to publ-spealingddunBiesd book i n Ger man

Evening. R. M. c alPraeddf rmoem yheDsi tde rydbauy 7 e aifdNo, 0O
ARead itutit htaldkarabgou published. d And off
such things about me! A srodholandshdred Intimatafarmilg d Bol d
secrets with him. | have never called anyone
grandaughters. How could you deliver such a blow to me, and to Mikhail Sergeyevich? | knew
that your diary would be used to harm us. You
but for my husband, children, and grandchildren it was a questiom @irid death. You should
have thought before writing something |ike th
(son in |l aw) are my witnesses. M.S. also conf
she repeated it several times. Thisdddbr about half an hour. And M.S. was present [on the
ot her end of the |l ine]. It became compl etely
have any questions for Mikhail Sergeyevich?o

| thought to myself: what the helldo I needthisf8 And why sh
woman who takes advantage of the fac
able to tell her to go toé why shoul
could no longer be silentwhénr om al |l si des peopl e were fdargui
arrest, and disconnecting of the telephone 1|
who thought this up and got it going. Il coul d
vers ono and still call it my diary. Perhaps she
the gist of her reaction to Boldin at the time, in the evening of Auglst 18 A Zar ya, 0 was
precisely as | described it. That was my impression and that is porrayed it.

(on

| find it really unpleasant that Yakovlev and Shevardnadze can say whatever they want

about M.S., even suspect him of organizing a
big deal! But when Chernyaev steps out of the shadowsarsdar t s fAhi s i ndividua
doesndét | ike it. She could have taken into ac
causeé devotedly and selflessly. As for the i
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candét come tactetmatwltdi dhétfpiss my pants.
front of the AVesti 0 TV camer a. 't turns out
watching the program, including Mark Zakharov, who appeared on TV the next day.

I donodt tdar ¢!li mBut oi | eave. l tds ti mel And |

October 7, 1991

Met with old friends from various academic institutes &f@2 Si t ti ng on t he t
talking. About the same old thing: hahtteteds goi
wi || be a Great Russi a, and who cares about e

We gossiped about R. M. 6s interview from ye
fiction, 0 she slaesityd(alioutdtomptdikaow fror what p

| drank wineandtalkd € about R. M., too. Why peopl e fi
too, echoed this in my #fAdiary. o | talked abou
saw the production, and about Shakespeare and

a an old book about him by Utchenko, a university professor whom | knew in my day.

Kravchuk. They are showing him on TV. He is trying to appropriate the nuclear missiles,

the Donets Basin, and the Crimeaé t héimj di ot é
t oo?! Not so fasté This is when the Ademocr at
protest it wild./ bel! . .. It wondt be a matter o
matter of fAlet**him try and take it! o

October 12, 1991Saturday Morning

Things evaporate from my memory very quickly with all these fleeting events and

Acircumstances. o | will try to reproduce the
|l did not go to the meeting between M.S. a

of U.S. pension funds 400 billion dollars). | did not go to the meeting between M.S. and the

President of the Italian Confindusidida he number one man in | talian

to go to the meeting with Madigan, the U.S. Secretary of Agriculturewa s fAdemonstr at
di spleasure with R. M. 06s fiaction, o0 and with M.

He noticed my absence: called me seven times a day for trifle reasons, sometimes
i mmedi ately forgetting why he call edomef Mayhb
him having made Shakhnazarov a State secretar
it stunge

M. S. argued with Madigan that we have peop
assured him that on the"1the State Council will convenand then we will have the economic
agreement , and a food agreement ,0oanbedalfad Uni on

VeKAE A& K26 yLO@BS L 6lad L YSIadzZNBR (GKAy3Ia o6& RAFTTSNB)
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Busdt ruly offered to helpé (it still doesnoét g
and decency, as well as friendly feelj s ) € For exampl e, they are re:
managers in our food processing plants, so th

we could increase our production of meat, milk, bread, vegetables, and potatoes by as much as
25-70 pecent using the equipment and personnel we already have. He also promised to create a
model farm in the St. Petersburg district, again for free. M.S. kept trying to find out how much

such a farm would cost in the U.S. For a while Madigan thought M.S.skagyahim how much

it would cost to him, and assured that it wou
numbed 1.5 billion.

| had to go to the meeting with Madigan, because Gusenkov was busy escorting R.M. and
the children for questioning kgyprosecutor; and Zagladin, as usual, was either in Brussels or in
Ro me é

Some really unexpected things happened at the State Council. After the confusion in the
Russian parliament, government, and presidential power, the press is beginning to susipect a sp
in the new, postoup democracy. Yeltsin came to the State Council, though three days before
neither Rutskoi, nor Khasbulatov could reach him in Kislovodsk, which they mentioned publicly.
People say he was on a heavy drinking bout, and the only ambufatown was parked at his
dacha the entire ti meé

During the six hours of the State Council, B.N. sat without opening his mouth, sulking as
he used to at the Politburo. But at the end h
the economic greement, the food agreement, and the continuation of work on the Union Treaty.

On the first item Yavlinsky made a brilliant repbran educational program, cultural
enlightenment for the basically illiterate presidents of the republics. He was not slilyesith
For example, his response to the Central Bank, which they want to makespublic
coll egiate, was to throw up his hands-in bewi
zone remains, if you are for a single economic space, thentheremofur e makes fAyour
collegiate management impossible. What can | do? What you are suggesting would be akin to
having a central hospital in Moscow, where you demand that a boarel&fdiferent doctors
operate on you, and there is no way around iinkthobody except for you would go to such a
hospital .o And so on.

It was strikingly primitive. PB members (in their own system) were far more intelligent
and qualified!

Kravchuk is getting worked up about the Union Treaty. Despite the fact that M.S. has
again seriously backed down. Now there no more talk of having the Union Treaty before the
economic agreement. Now we are only talking about continuing work on the text of the Treaty in
inter-republic working groups. But the Ukrainian keeps saying: my Supi®oviet decided not
to participate until Decembef'{ Uk r ai ni an referendum) é

Then M. S. suggested that the State Council
Awor kerso was I mmediately shot down. The Kyrg
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Sovet, since it made the resolution. Kravchuk protested: it would truly look silly if he, a member
of the State Council, together with other members, would address his own Supreme Soviet to
overturn a decision they made together. And this is while he isngifor president.

Neverthel ess, M. S. fiassignedodo himself to prep
Il n a word, things are unwinding in every d
Houseo when Yeltsin, gl oomy and duldtesklbyby vod
the likes of Burbulis and Lobov & Co.?!!
Onthe81 visited Pankin: we had agreed to tal
near my house. | -rhiadenr 6itn bae ewmhiilne.t hTlseyhirghcept i

policemenandoftii al s bowi ngé

We wal ked through an enfilade suite to get
some whiskey. Talkedeée it is difficult to say
Anew thinkingo policies tthelgs 20lyeans. Pinkedihe boves r e mi
of the turncoats during the coup. We relegate
himé | #fApraisedo Borya, saying that the MFA f
official

But eventhoughwe maden agr eement, the next day he b

met with M.S. and offered him to invite Milosevic and Tudjman to Moscow: to reconcile the

Serbs and the Croats. When | found out, | started objecting t@ Musy should he stick his
noseoutanb | ess Croatiabés separation (the first of
our own people to reconcile, at home. It would look strange. And most importantly, it is a

hopel ess affair. M. S. already agr begpdtméio i nvit
my place: write your memos for texts, so to say. Although he was gentle about it this time.

| have to leave, and soon.

My wi feds second operation on her eye went
In return, Slava Fedorov demarttiat | get M.S. to remove the 40 percent exchange tax he has
to pay. Thatdés how it is, dear Chernyaev! But

| want to go to the forest, out of the cit
by this time.

The other day | baght an original illustration t@heMaster and Margaritaon Arbat for
400 rubl es. Here it is on my wal/l. I't i s nice
which takes you away somewhereé

Evening of the same day

| was preparing a Aimemoo for Nakayama. Bru
Why did he come over? Maybe he is avoiding his wife, or maybe he is preparing for the visit to
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, where dmAiM.r$.a,ngfeidm
secreto from Pankin, who refused to take him
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The MFAG6s background for Nakayama i s weak
Gorbachevdos style. But there is still no posi

Weber cameé | transf eagkad ttiem nteanop winl hu p, &
Khasbul atovés trip to Japané about the meetin

| got back to work. Weber showed me how he finished up the memo. | fell into despair,
and called Panki nt.i oinWedo dlo ntéotl dh ahviem,a fpwhsat ar e
He started saying something routine.

ABorya! ltés time to stop stalling, o | sai
already been said. We have to choose: either give up the islands tanthgy@eople (either in
the Russian or the USSR Supreme Soviet) and |j
never have these islands and take a hike with
your billions! And then we should strdig f or war dl'y tell our peopl e:

| did not hear anything worthwhile from the Minister in response.

M.S. will try to talk his way out of this
an atmosphereoé itb6s pPpbenel essnangdopathet Al |
|l tds the same deal with inviting Milosevic
dragged M. S. into this affair. To be the firs
the SFRY?Ortper suade Serbia and Croatia to avoid b

our own Chechens, Ingush, Ossetians, Armenians, and others to reconcile?!

Once again, this is not policy but empty talk. M.S. must be engaging in it to appear to be
participatingh fir eal worl d politicsoé

Yesterday | wrote him my opinion about the Yugoslavs. In response he called me and
sai d: AThis is what wedre g¢U8at8@ pmoandiTadimas c he d u
onthel¥at 5: 00 p. m. o T konwrsation with the internatiomahaffairo f hi s
adviser to the President of what is still a superpower.

What the hell do | need this for?!

The day was wasted at work, we didnoét get
tomorrowé But | wanééd to get out in nat

M.S. told me about a conversation with Yeltsin yesterday after the State Council. Yeltsin

told hi m, AMI khail Sergeyevich, were you not
ANo, 0 Gor bachev replied, #fandtoshyaboatthosmdagsnd t ha
you should say it now. o

He commented the exchange: fAYeltsin was pr
since he seems to have made no progress on hi
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There is a scandal about the stolen transcripts ofagations of Yazov, Kryuchkov, and
Pavl ové They wkerSpiegellhislisithe dxteethe dollapse of the State. But this
i's not the pointé | said to M.dShatyounréfisal® conf i
accept the ultimatum upset #ikeir plans. The coup fell apart at that point. This entire farce
depended on you showing weaknesséo

October 13, 1991, Sunday

By the wayé | just realized that today it
army and went to the front. The studealunteers from the History Department joined at the
recruitment office in Stolovyi Pereulok, near the Nikitskiy Gate (the building is still there). |
remember how because of my nose and hearing | was disqualified from being a pilot, which was
my first chace. Then they shaved my head and | did not take off my hat when we were getting
on the bus (to the train station) so my mothe

still had my moustacheté
So, half a century has gmeé byé Look where
The |l ast issue of ARodinao [ Motherland] 1is
have accumulated over halfacentutyhe whi te spots that we are o
But they are being filled and replaced with other lies. Forexamplek e V. Ast af 6evos
which he curses the Communists, the commissars and political instructors who supposedly spent
thewarintripler ei nf orced dugout s. Ther e wer-prtissaro me | i

commanders! But | remember anotkard, for example our battalion commissar, Ljubutin from
Byelorussia, who never left the front lines and died in the trenches from -sglaiér wound to

his head. Yes, dalll of uso became Communi st s
somehing of a deatlwarrant: if we were taken prisoner or if the Germans won, it would mean
certain death, there was no way back. And it is very bad that some veterans are strengthening the

Ademocratsdo revanchist hysteria with their A

| had to @ to work today. | finished the memo for Nakayama. But | attached a personal
note to M.S., saying that this fAverbiageo and
choice. And we have to choose instead of shifting form foot to food (an expressised). We
either agree to transfer the islands, in which case | suggested that he should make an agreement
with Yeltsin and go to the Supreme Soviet or the Russian Congress with this and get the
sanctions in spite of INakayarha: we paarotgiveothes togou;0Or we
the people are fagainsto it, so to say. But t
AThi s i s wlIdaotdisrggard oumfriendshe avith the Japanese for two cliffs and some
barely populated islands at a ti me when we O0gave awayd the
| egacy of the war) and will be giving away so

|l wrote it pretty sharply. I thought he wo

discussed this with Pamkitomorrow | will talk to Yeltsin. Indeed, it is time to make up our
mi nd. o
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We discussed the article Nezavisimaya Gazethat Yeltsin will not agree to the radical
reforms, since they contradict his populist nature, and he will lose his base quikdy. H
doomed to hold on only through applause. (At this point M.S. noted that we already went
through this and can act rationally and reasonably). By the way (I just thought of this): the
Japanese islands will be touchstone wheiezravisimaya Gazets right in its analysis. To give
them away would be very unpopular, though it
like the proverbial two birds in the bush.

October 16, 1991, Wednesday Morning

Yesterday M.S. once again surprised everybowyjuding me. He got Milosevic and
Tudjman on the fact that despite all their enmity and intransigence, they agreed to have dinner
together (in the mansion on Alexei Tolstoy Street) and accepted a joint memorandum (which |
dictated to Tamara 5 minutes befgoing to this Shekhtel palace). And the three of them
appeared before the camera together, while Andrei Grachev read the text (which we

Acoll ectivelyo edited in the Vrubel reception
Il n a word, it iIis the miraaoalsa acsfi vemrelsac haenwdd
is disarmingé above all by common sense and t
However, Il think in the Yugoslav conflict,

| keep arguing with myseif was it worth it?! MS. won more for himself here (in the sense of

his international and even domestic image). He announced that tomorrow he will bring together

At he same way! oPetvbsyard AsifobYugoslavia, dwillloe wrong only if they
themselves have becoraghausted from smashing and shooting at each other: there are 1000
dead sol diers, 10 thousand civilian casualtie
economy is completely devastated.

(@)}

Nevertheless, on this question | was mistaken fromthépoio f vi ew of M. S.
a statesman, | underestimated his abilities.

As for Japan and Nakayama, even though my position was extreme and | insisted that we
should announce right now (even if in private, confidentially) that we are ready to givéhnem
islands, my persistence was not futile. It made M.S. stop and think that we should not tread
water. And he made a little step, giving Nakayama to understand that we have one goal with
Japan: to give them the islands through the peace treaty. Buvwe hat o figet t here, 0O
jumping over things and disturbing the process. Because now we too have a democracy, and in
our Far East it is vigorously against transferring the islands!

Rosenthal fronTimecame by. He told me that | will get $5,000 for myttakout August
18-21% It wi || give us some peace of mind to ha\
able to buy an apartment, as Anya insists we should. But Mayor Gavrila Popov changes property
regulations every week.
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We agreed with Rosenthdiat fAmaybed | could keep giving
service to Gorbachevoé | really shoul0@@é Much
years later some historian will find my diary.

| have a pain behind my ear. What could it be? Usuallyali sué i | | n
away on their owné for example, 1ik
on its own? Like on a dog.

October 19, 1991, Saturday Morning

Yesterday the Economic Agreement was signed, without Ukraine, Geld@igva, and
Azerbaijan. The day before, on the occasion o
finishing the job of collapsing the centeré W
sai d: ABetter, but i f ablewirresponsa @estdrgmashedihise ! ) I
first on the table).

Yesterday on TV the Russian Minister of Fi
reform and to exchange the Soviet currency for the Russian ruble.

M.S. keeps asking about the progressg work on materials for his speech at the
opening of the Supreme Soviet on Octobét. Bl the way, deputies from Ukraine, Moldova,
and Azerbaijan are not attending. The Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan passed a resolution not to
participate or sign anythg in Moscow until the Center provides some guarantees on the border
with Armenia. Moreover, no governing bodies for the Supreme Soviet have been set up to
replace the former Supreme Soviet Presidium and Presidents of the Chamber. Laptev and
Nishanov areri the offside, since their chambers no longer exist. The Supreme Soviet of Ukraine
declared that it is subordinating all armed forces on its territory and taking over all their property.
This is some kind of madness.

Why am | saying all of this? To pointibthat all we have left is the semblance of a
Union.

Every day | prepare for him texts for addressesach as for a Paris Conference on
Cambodia, or the UNESCO General Conference, o
as the magiciamediator betwee Serbia and Croatia. But before the world could utter a word,
they resumed clobbering each other with even greater fury.

He received the Japanese and practically promised them the islands, though right now he
does not have the power to transfer them aibsiyl

He received Voscherau, the Mayor of Hamburg, to please the Mayor of Saint Petersburg
Sobchak. But the latter, after getting his way, did not even consider it necessary to come to the

meeting. Il nstead, he sent hvethosdinbwimlesingradc of Fo
Moskovskiy Komsomolgtsr i nt ed a | arge pi ctindlreew,0fR.tM.eb sF
brother, who is an alcoholic and has been in
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terrible! Afterwards, the editorial staff goff with an apology. But Gusenkov told me that the
Presidential couple has been in shock the whole two days since it happened!!

The press has switched to serious criticism of Yeltsin. They remind him that since there is
no longer a Center, or at leas¢ tGenter is not holding him batke will soon have to make
good on his promisesé And that he hasnét done
Meanwhile, they write about Gorbachev in passing, ironically, with ridicule and mocking
condescension. By no longer make demands or throw accusations at him.

Soé my worst fear was that M.S. would beco
power and position. He did not manage to make a good exist at the right time and with dignity.
And when you talkd him, especially when you see how confidently he holds himself with
foreign interlocutors, how he speaks to them (in style and manner) the same way as he did a year
or two ago, you dondét know what to -think: eit
preservation, or he is a good actor.

But | feel his uncertainty (and wretchedness) when | see how interested and involved he
i's i n the publicati ond thdcomtracts, febspt@hslations,ideadlides,g u s t
etc.

In the beginning, he saidtne about the fees: filt doesnoét
anyway. They didnét value it before and now t
understood that 1t6s time to secure his rear.

Which is a serious issue now. Yura Zhilin (the former hefaal consultant group in the
CC International Department) stopped by. His pension is 200 rubles. Is it enough to live on?!
And many from the International Department, even those who were on the barricades on August
19" ended up without a job. The day bief yesterday Lisovolik jumped out of a window (my
former subordinate, head of the U.S. Sector in the International Department).

If we barely signed the Economic Agreement, we will never get the Union Treaty... The
Center will disappear. Yeltsinisclaingn t he r ol ec codr diiPraetsard.emtHe pult
that he will allocate the Union budget only to maintain the Ministry of Defense, Atomic Energy,
and the railways. Even the MFA is not on the list!

There definitely will not be funds for the presitiehstaff. Although Revenko told me
that he set up some Afirmso that are pumping
have some funds for now. But this is nonsense
through some practically undeayind business!

Yesterday we restored diplomatic relations
eventé i f there was a Union | efté though, Rus
East has been schedul ed i n hoiede haee peopNe. kilng wi | |
each other every day in Karabakh, Ossetia, Chechnya, Georgia, etc.

October 20, 1991, Sunday Morning
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Yesterday was a peculiar day. | went to work, almost sure that | would have to spend the
day with M.S., working on the speech the opening of the Supreme Soviet (on Monday). Last
night Shakhnazarov gave me a text that was a conglomeration of pieces on different subjects,
prepared by different people. Though, he told
economicsectiotn So t he text consisted of the Al egal o
on the foreign policy of the new Union (mine)
on socialeconomic themes.

|l went over everyt hi ng é&ingattaaks @kraing, Gaorglapt o f
and most importantly removing the moralizing, lecturing, and sermonizing (though they were
written in Gorbachevds style). The time for s
Shakhnazarové

At noon, M.S. was againengageh s omet hi ng thatodos not his |
entrepreneurs and labor groups to teach them how to proceed after everything that has happened.
It would seem: you have given everything over to the republics, associations and corporations, so
let everything tke its course, let them be responsible. But no, his hands are itching to organize
everybody like in the olden days, which he consciously brought to an end. And that is his historic
accomplishment.

BythewayKultura[ Cul t ure] ran a Gonbpalgev DP uETh é Wh
Albert Belyaev, notified me about it in advance). It is a psychoanalytical (Freudian) essay about

Gorbachevds personality and motives. It was w
Abeauti full yoé AndelVv, cWbeekgowsnGokbathe art.i
percent of it. It 6% 199yissud. shed in the October

By around 3 p.ml found out, however, that M.S. already started working on the text with
Shakhnazarov and Yakovliev. This means they #dad

Oh, | forgot: on Friday Bruno Malov visited me. The one who was the deputy head, and
t hen t he h dandtiomalfDeparinerd, svholflashed across our TV screens as

Honeckero6s interpreter. Now he is 55 years ol
Democratic Socialism] apparatus in Berlin. He told me that not all his former friends with whom
forso many years we fAconsolidated the I nternat.

to meet with him. We talked about lifeerestroka t he ol d daysé wedbve kno
20 plus years. We discussed what we did, while we understood the abslitcity; and that it

would lead to a dead end. We remembered how Ponomarev would gather officials at his level

from five socialist countries and teach them how to rebut the French and Italians with their
Eurocommunism, or the Romanians (I remember inriplat night before Warsaw we were in

some old castle from the Mickiewicz era, we met secretly from the Romanian delegation to
conspire!)é Bruno understands everything and

the inevitability of what happenéd That it was natural for revisi
as the I nternational Department é because we Kk
going to attack us, we knew what the I CM was

withoutreason that in the SED and especially in the apparatus of the CC CPSU, the international
affairs workers were considered revisionists
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only because Atechnicallyo it wvoasswithothgrossi bl e
Communist Parties, and to keep them on our bandwagon.

He told me that people in his apartment building treat him decently. They say nice things

to his wife (she is from Kiev), and tmay to re
while, but youdéll survive without them. We ma
it is probably because Bruno is a Aigood perso

his position.

| wish | could takeaweek ong vacatibe andlggedt with Lyu
movies.

Yesterday | had this conversation with Revenko (Chief of Presidential Staff). The day
before | had written him a note about my own
months now have been sitting pracligan top of each other in a d#eter room; about
Brutent® that he cannot be my deputy and he should be appointed somewhere, like Zagladin
was.

He responded point by point. The point that was important to me is this: my last question
was fAWhat csaHdwldd nlowed That i s, considering t
adviser. I refused this position, but on the
Yegorov or Ozherel b6ev. (Revenko agrees: Al d
gives assignments only to two people: you and Shakhnazarov. | told Gordablees are 18
advisers, and |, the Chief of the Presidenti a
case, Revenko cddteitrolse di:p pfoli nttéoIQdeav.reSl.a eAw va ss etrh
international affairsé and another guy as the
not respond. You probably know better than | do, what this reaction of his means. | repeated the
suggestion, but again, he changedthg satc t . 0

h

(0]

What conclusions can | draw? The foll owing
Yakovlev and Shakhnazarov like to say (more precisely, in older Russian, we are clerks
[doylaki And it is in this capacity that he nee:¢

By theway, Ishouldnote I | i ke Pankinbs decisiveness a
his own handsé For example, he went ahead and
while he was in Jerusalem, not after the start of the Conference in Madrid, as had been planned,
but before?!

Maybe | should request to be sent as an ambassador to Israel?dtiow surprised
M.S. would be!! And it would be a Asofto chal

I am thinking about retir enBomeofthelgenresls t i me

created are no longer necessary and are not used. Plus, my ECG is getting worse by the week. |
am ready to file my resignation even today.
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| wonder what his reaction would beé But w
Aibusy, @ winectohiea svery day, or at least have a semblance of victories. This requires
tremendous effort. The author of the psychoanalydiaultura s right.

October 21, 1991, Early Monday Morning

My Italian friend Bianca and | visited Karyakin. They (Yaaand | r a) havenoét s
since 1967, since fAtheir second Prague. 0 They
|l iving quarters of intellectuals! We talked f
di dndt have anyehallfiecddistussenn of theacoup and tWé people
involvedé Yura and Ira know some details that

that a crowd of people was waiting for M.S. outside the White House upon his arrival from
Foros. The peopledd posters, chants, etc. They waited until 4 a.m. He did not show up. But |

dondt remember Silaev or Rutskoi telling him
people were waiting for him. On the contrary, Rutskoi was very concerned about hisesadat

after arrival. I n the airplane he kept asking
going to the dacha. f#fls it safe? Perhaps you

covert security guar ds edtha thereigprokably secarityatahee ! 0 B
dacha now as well, and the family is tired, so they will not go to different places, etc. But it turns

out that people were waiting for him, and they say that his failure to appear caused resentment

and disappointeant € even the I talians felt this way, &
the TV at night, back at home, in Livorno.

What followed afterwards was gross blurilesh en he di d not attend
on the AFree RussiaeasguaeewhbBebnonseytwdayénbnsd
Moiseev, Shebarshin, and other deputy ministers to replace the cabinet members who were at
fault.

Al t hough, maybe they made an fiagreemento w
single iota of his victory gy with anyone, and who set M.S. up to be torn apart by his
parliament a few hours later.

Karyakin assumes thatodés what happened He
Yeltsinbs entourage, headed by Burfdulis, hate
Secondly, that the RSFSR Congress is preparin
kind) against M.S. | bet theyoll call the CPS

| am reading Pushkinbés |l etters. Thig is pr
and quite modern Russian language (well, with the exception of some expressions and
Aoutdatedod words) . Hi s manner is the same as

|l read in Rozanov: Tolstoy is @&whéimsi us, bu
very rare. | wonder, what about Lenin? He is clearly intelligent, but his genius turned out to be
Awrong, 0 although perhaps genius is determine

November 2, 1991, Saturday Morning
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| glanced in my di ar gnsiaae @ctobar21n sl odu td nld th ameen
that | had a big talk with M.S. about my position and apparatus, after the Deputy Chief of the
Presidential Staff told me that as an adviser (according to the new structure) | get only a
secretary,andnoonsul t ant s é

There was a conversation over the intercom
alone, 0 Revenko said, when he did not know th
conversations and praise in my address, in comparison tahtbeadvisers.

M.S. told him sharply: ASort it out. And t
asks for.o

The preparations for Madrid (on the Middl e
the opening of the confséhrbesnc el heo AtMeed ciamet twerr
(Scowcroft from the right, Sununu from the left, and then Ambassador Straus), and giving me a
thumbsup.

| tried to refuse to go to Madrid. M.S. looked at the list | compiled. He glanced at it, saw
what was there,andak e d; fiAre you seriously planning on
delegation (as opposed to the accompanying party). He understood that | do not want to associate
closely with R.M.

What happened in Madrid?

Before the start of the conference on theldifie East, Gorbachev and Bush, thecbairs
of the conference, talked thoroughly about everything in the presence of Baker, Scowcroft,
Pankin. | was there too.

M.S. started by praising both of thénthis conference is another example of the
effective partnership between the USSR and the U.S. in world politics. For M.S., this is
especially important at a moment when, as he told Bush himself, both here and i&.the U.
people are asking: does the Soviet Union exist, and what does Gorbachev represent? He
expressed his appreciation to the President and to Baker, and to the US Administration for the
ibal anced approacho in this matter.

They agreed on behavior tactics &ach of them and for both of them together during the
opening of the conference and afterwards: to act in a way so the sides (the Arabs and Israel)
assume the responsibility for resolving these issues, as opposed to shifting this on the
superpowers.

M.S. agreed and said that he recently met with the President of Cyprus in Moscow. He

called him a good person (with which Presiden
Ato demonstrate (U.S. and USSR) a mobdbnfiWeommi
cannot allow the use of force (by the Turks),

things remain the same, it would set a bad precedent. M.S. commented on this information by
saying that in other similar cases we would not accepigbef force.
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That was the end of the discussion of the Cyprus problem.

They discussed Yugoslavia, establishing that the situation is deteriorating. M.S.
suggested returning to the Yugoslav issue at the UN Security Council.

Bush reacted skeptically, alotite lines of: some members of the Security Council and
staff of the UN Secretariat believe that it is an internal affair, and they do not want to get the UN
involved.

Gorbachev agreed that intervention is unac
could have certain consequences. 0

AThe UN has already stated its position, o
[European Council] efforts. You spoke with representatives of Serbia and Croatia. Do you think
it was helpful ?06 hdmaieeked, not without a hint
Baker joined in the conversation, ARegrett

of the EC, as well. It is difficult for them to maintain a unified approach. Some Europeans want
to recognize the independence of the republics. | tried tosepyhis, but Germans ran ahead of
us. o

Al al so spoke about this with Kohl when we
about this. After all, we are not talking only about Yugoslavia. How can we continue the
European process, $fl iwkectamddseBd3@!|l ve probl em

ALet 6s keep in touch on this matter, 0 Bush

What the American President and Secretary of State were impatient to hear from
Gorbachev, and what he himself wanted to shar
themainquestin f or us is how to recover from the cr
up the reforms and move ahead on the path of political and economic freedom, within the
framework of a common mar ket economy for al/l

AThe centr ll aiineude, diilte seéxat ehood. The Augu
decl are independence. But, they did not chang
my surprise. fiThey only created the foundatio
Union of Sovereign States. Yeltsin spoiled the situation when he brought up the territorial
guestion of boundaries. This strengthened the separatist tendencies in Ukraine. They started
talking about Russiab6s i mperi al pretensions.

Together with Boris Nikolayach, we are conducting major work to reform our State.
We prepared and sent to all the republics a draft Union Treaty. We are talking about creating
precisely a union state, not some association or community. It will be a state with unified armed
forces,a coordinated foreign policy, and a unified market. The Union will be responsible for a
unified energy system, transportation, communications, ecology, essential research and some
other areas. On November™ithe State Council will review the draft, sutjéo comments and
amendments.
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Unfortunately, Yeltsin is under pressure from certain people who claim that Russia must
shed the burden of other republics and go forward on its own. | spoke with Boris Nikolayevich
and he assured me that he understands thisatvould lead to. It would result in great
difficulties for Russia, it would mean several years of turmoil. For the other republics it would be
catastrophic. o

AFor the other republics?0 Bush asked with

Al repeat, it whsevedin RuasiasAad Yelsin unaderstandsstiispbut
unfortunately, he is influenced by a certain kind of people. Analyzing his speech from yesterday,
| see two sides in him, two parts. One side confirms the position for the Union. The other side
moves awy on some specific issues from the provisions included in the draft Union Treaty, on
which we worked together. He makes rash, biting remarks about statehood. Obviously, it will
cause a reaction from a number of the republics.

But on the whole, | have taupport him right now. Because if reforms start in Russia,
they will start in the other republics as wel

AThe key question is this,0 Bush interrupt
trying to take over the center? What do they want? Doway to narrow even further the role
of the center, and your role? This makes it difficult for us to determine positions. We are having
a hard time making sense of the situation. o

Gorbachev acknowledged that such attempts are taking place. But he istbattali
Russia needs a new Union center. This is the only legitimate format through which Russia could
have a leading role in the republics. They will not accept direct control from Russia. That is why

they support a Union center. The majority of themsuppo a gener al el ecti on
thought | had an understanding with Yeltsin about this. But his last speech is disappointing. If he

i sol ates Russia and destroys the Union, it wo
M. S. s a nhabtimisficr | eamtanue working with the republics together and separately. |

would like to emphasize: today it is a fundamental;dfi@nging question not only for us, but for

the West and the United States as well. You have to make a strategic Bigliteow we need

support to continue the reforms, for the future of the Union depends on it, the kind of Union that

|l am convinced the United States and other <co

Turning to specifics, M.S. asked [the American side] to decide the quesadioad
credit for 3.5 billion dollars and debt payments. For the latter, we require emergency assistance
in cash in the amount of 370 million dollars, plus the financial loan from Saudi Arabia and South
Korea (1 billion).

pl r eusnsdeedr,s tfiawnhda,t60 iMs. Sat st ake.

Al think we a
I have repercussions for the

I
Soviet Union wi I
In response, Bush made a meaningful speech, which | will try to reproduce in detail
(especially since it helped when writing it down tahgrst the English version and then the
translation).

144

f

V



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

Al wi || be extremely frank with you, 0 Bush
government: we support the Center. Without giving up contacts with the republics, we support
the center and yopersonally. Even before the coup, | made a speech in Ukraine, for which | had
some price to pay at home. |l was <criticized f
no such thing. But | spoke out against mindless nationalism.

We maintained coatt with Yeltsin and will continue to do so, as well as with leaders of
the other republics, but we are not doing it behind your back. | asked this question because in the
Congress and in the Administration, many people were surprised by his speechntiwy c
understand what it means. The issue of the So

According to our laws, | have to attest to Congress that our borrowers are creditworthy. |
cannot circumvent the requirements of our legislation. Weusethat we can meet you halfway
with loans, but not fully. We must have confidence that the republics are fully aware of their
responsibilities. We want to help you, but we need certain additional guarantees regarding the
republicsd positions. o

Gorbachev interrupt e dfifteembllientdollarsis netsemak f r ank
great sum that we would not be able to pay it back. If we miscalculate right now, we will have to
pay a much higher price down the road. We are not talking about sognettinary and
routine. We are talking about an enormous country that is going through great transformations,
and routine approaches are unacceptable here. References to the Congress and experts do not
convince me. We need a political solution. o

B u s hwant fo lssure you of our understanding. That is why | am asking you once
again: do you consider a return to a totalitarian regime a possibility? This would be bad for the
entire world, and for the United States, because it would put an end to ouf fruituo o per at i on

APrecisely for this reason we need concret

ANeverthel ess, | have to take into account
argue with the figure you named for food credit. But we cannot fully satisfyettpigest. Right
now we can make a decision only to allocate an agricultural credit in the amount of 1.5 billion
dollars, and a part of it would be available now, while the second part only after Jahualy 1
hope that this will help you to get througte theriod when you finally decide the relations
between the center and the republics.

You know how strongly the Secretary of the Treasury Brady spoke in support of the
Soviet Union at the IMF session in Bangkok. It even irritated other members ofthié ¥du

prefer that this question is not discussed op
maximum of what we can do right now. We could come back to the question of an agricultural
|l oan | ater, when t he ismn@adefined.dBatshe presentesuim shduld p ar t

allow you to get the process started.

| dondt want the announcement of a sum t ha
difficulties at home. Perhaps it would be better not to announce anything, but this is the
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maximum that we can provide at this time. And while Secretary of State Baker can sometimes
wor k wonders in Congress, we have to be reali

After assurances from M.S., James Baker to
statement. | think you know that vgapport and will strive to continue to support your efforts to
reform the Soviet Union. You know that we influenced the other donors, particularly Saudi
Arabia. The President in essence went as far as providing direct U.S. government loans, which
meanstey are guaranteed in full. We believe now
on the loan documents. This will give the President the legal basis to raise the issue before
Congress.

At the moment we can provide approximately 1.5 billion dsil260 million as a gift in
food aid and provided free of charge. The rest as credit guarantees. Out of that, 250 million
would be available right now, and 1 more billion in 60 days. This is what we can do right now.

With regard to new projects on food, wél pursue them, but they will not give a quick
effect. We understand that our proposal does not fully cover your needs. But in these
circumstances, this is what we can do.

| will tell you one thing that the President cannot say. You know that we weoatact
in June of this year, when there were rumors
in the stability of the Soviet Union, and in letting the Soviet people determine their own future.
And we believe that this is a significant argumtenshow that we understand the need for a
Center. Last week we received alarming signal
including the fact that there will be a call to liquidate the Soviet Foreign Ministry, and a
statement that Russia Wirotect Russian minorities wherever they might be, etc. We appealed
to RSFSR officials and asked: what is happening, why is such a speech being made on the eve of
a peace conference on the settlement of the-Fsraeli conflict? This would undermine the
Soviet Unionds efforts. We expressed the hope
on the question of minorities there was no mention of the Helsinki process. It appears that the
republics will be concerned, and you will have to regulatepitusess. We will try to do
something from our side; it is possible that we may be able to help in some way. We would be
interested in receiving specific information on what parts of the speech deviate from the
agreements you reached in the development @t Uni on Tr eaty. 0

AYeltsin called me the day before his spee
that the speech wildl have controversial posit
AHe said only good things, 0 Baker added.

AYou must take i nt o afictchoautn tt,hoe M.eSa.d eerxsp loafi nt

demonstrate that they have contacts with the U.S. President, they want to play this card to satisfy
their ambitions. | think we can straighten out this situation, it will be a challenge. But that is why

| am rasing the question of food credits and financial support so persistently. | need it right
now. O
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Al would just ask you to consider that |1 a
course, | will speak with our representative atthée Go6 Bu s hup.s u mme d

At the end of the conversation, Gor bachev
on weapons reductions.

Bush asked: did Gorbachev get his |l etter a
it to be very const tedthatwe preparedra dounietiaifeuapproved He r e
by the State Council, and related it to the Americans.

| am attaching this papét.

A joint press conference followed. Bush tried not to show the disparity of their political
weight, and M.S.isnottheknd of person who would have dall

not hing has happenedé But he was fArealisticoé
and pressonferences.

Shamir! It is an event!

% _ Fivehundredthree ICBMs, equipped with 1154 warheads all together, are to be taken off combat alert.

- Six SSBNs a®@ SLBMs have been decommissioned.

- All heavy bombers have been taken off combat alert.

- All 36 railbased ICBM launchers have been permanently stationed.

- The following development programs have been discontinued: compact mobile ICBMs, moddiedar ratnort

range missiles for Soviet heavy bombers, modernization of ICBMs for rail missile systems.

- The timetable for reducing strategic offensive arms has been adjusted to the total level of 5000 nuclear warheads
(instead of 6000 units according thd Treaty).

- We are starting to withdraw the following types of weapons from their places of permanent deployment: nuclear
ammunition of the atomic artillery, nuclear warheads from tactical grebaded missiles, nuclear bombs and
nuclear warheads for dnaircraft missiles.

- Tactical nuclear weapons are being removed from ships and attack submarines, as well as naval aircraft for
accommodation in central storage sites in grotilraked facilities. As in the U.S., the withdrawal of tactical nuclear
weapms from the fleet will take us approximatelydmonths.

- The following deadlines have been established for the completion of the liquidation: tactical nuclear weapons in
the naval forces 1995; nuclear warheads of ardircraft rockets 1996; nuclear ming 1998; nuclear warheads

of tactical missiles and nuclear artillery projectile2000. It should be noted that the scope of our work surpasses
0KS ! o{ ®Q SFFTF2NIaAP

- We declared a moratorium for one year (from Octob&rds the present year) on nuclear testing.

- We developed a timetable to downsize the USSR Armed Forces by 700 thousand people in 5 years.

- We are creating a special coordination committee involving ministries and republics (RSFSR, Ukraine, Kazakhstan
and Belarus) to oversee the implementation of the program of unilateral measures and to develop positions for
negotiations and consultations.

The program has been approved by the State Couhdil.dzil K 2 NDa y 2 (iS58
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Dinner with the King (plus Bush and Gonzalez). M.Sl stinnot settle after all the
i mpressions: they were outraged by Yeltsinods
made it clear that it would be difficult for them to imagine the country that used to be called
ASoviet Uniono without Gorbachev.

Onthe3d't here was a meeting with Gonzalez. Pa:s
would be good for our Ukrainians and fAKozyrev

Then there were a few hours in the company of the Crown Prince in Barcelona: Olympic
facilities, PabloPims 0 6 s house. Then, on to France.

The trip to Lache (October 8 Pr esi dent Francois Mitterran:
This was a remarkable event in many respects. | looked at my notes a week after the event and
saw that they look like, if not a will, &m parting words to my political descendants. | have a
duty to record as much of it as | can recall.

The flight from Barcelona was short. From the airport we drove through the beautiful
scenery of the Pyrenees foothills. By the way, we drove past Biavhieze | was 20 years ago
during my first visit to Franceé It was an ev
by the local Communist Party cell. | had to make an impromptu speech in French, which
surprised me and my colleagues. | remember Iweag pleased with myself. | did not recognize
the city from a distance: now it looks more like an industrial center, back then it was a quiet
resort town.

The cars turned from the highway into the woods. The road became narrow, paved at
first, but thenuyst a dirt road for village carts (or so it seemed). Branches of bushes lashed the car
windows. After 1815 minutes we drove into a meadow. There was a garden fence made out of
ledgers, the kind you see in our poorer villages. There were thrée lhutsc @alhtidetn
anything elsd squat houses with small windows and straw roofs. It was damp, dark, green, and
cool. Goats and chickens walked about the grounds.Wideanc hi ng trees surrou

There were only a few of us with Gorbachev: Raisa MakgmapAndrei Grachev,
myself, the interpreter, and security. The rest of the people who accompanied him to the
conference in Madrid flew directly to Moscow from Spain, or were dropped off on the way to
Lache in the district town of Soustons.

Mitterrandcare out t o meet wus. He gave us a tour
told us where he got such a family farm, founded as early as 1793, which he bought from a
peasant 28 years ago. He prefers it to the three other countryside residence that are mor

Aappropriateo for his rank. ASometi mes, 0 he s
noted the past tense of the verb). APer haps m
residences. I n the meawt wimat tobhedot awit ht hesel

The madam led Raisa Maksimovna away. The Presidents, two advisers, and the
interpreter retired to the huta chalet that served as the office. There were sofas and armchairs.
A few bookshelves. A fireplace.
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[The conversation statl with] the protocol jokes. Mitterrand explained how he

envisions the fiprogramo of their interaction.
Raisa will be awakened by the cectow. (Later | stepped into the room they occupied for the

night. tremnded me very much of the corner in villa
dacha, 06 | spent my summer vacations).

The conversation started. Further | will quote from my notes.

Gorbachev began talking about the Madrid conference, and congratulated Mitterrand as
one of its initiators. F.M. (hereafter for the sake of brevity | will use only their initials)
interrupted him to express his regrets that the conference did not foddarthula he offered:
five permanent members of the UN Security Council, under the auspices of the UN. Then the

guestions would have been Ato the pointo (occ
of the river Jordan, the Gaza Strip, thegivion of Jerusalemé). This di
the Atoo close tieso between | srael and the U

participate, because they maintain relations with the PLO [Palestine Liberation Organization]. So

it turned out thathe conference became limited only to the question of procedure (for future
talks)é But this is already good. Thedo fact th
and, incidentally, the love to talk, both of th&ns already an achievement, F.M. cluted.

M.S. talked about the difficulties of preparation. Until the last moment they were not sure
whether the Palestinians would show up. He told how he, Bush, and Baker had agreed to
Apressuredo Shamir, how at t heepmeadedupoghimta t h t h
Atake a constructive position. o

M.S. fisharedo that he | i ked the conversat.
friendly. It is good that Shamir is concerned about the supply of weapons to the Middle East. He
requested that tHdSSR stop supplying them, to which M.S. responded: then let the U.S. stop as
well. Shamir agreed. M.S. liked that the Israeli did not limit himself to theme of the conference,
but spoke about major regional problems: energy, fresh water, and environnazatals. In all
of these issues he would like to have relations with the USSR.

M. S. 6 final i mpression on Shamir: he wants
this wondét wor k.

F. M. expressed his readiness dButhesbfpa t he n
rather pessimistic view about this: Awe are d
it is difficult to make it see reason. o0

AThere are two types of fanaticism there,©o

ANo, this is onea hteypeh.avEs pseacmidlalry tseimmpceer a me
objected andé asked Gorbachev to tell him wha
AWe are in the most <critical period right

expected. We had prepared programs to move toward atneatkeomy, toward a new Union,
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we had a draft for Party reform. That is why | did not leave the post of General Sécietary
could not abandon that power in its condition. But the August coup ruined everything. It tore the
mechanisms of power. The coup bgbticonfusion into the political process.

So, on the one hand, we had a victory for democracy, but on the other an aggravation of
all contradictions.

Separatist tendencies grew stronger after the coup. Certain forces used it to further
undermine the inteal relations in our country.

A great deal depends on Russia. With the help of the State Council we managed to
relieve some stress, including stress around Yeltsin. This allowed us to sign the Economic
Agreement. Now we are facing the problem of signigWnion Treaty. We came to an
agreement with Yeltsin. We prepared the draft together. But he is surrounded by very difficult
people. They throw this and that his way, complicating his decisions. Additionally, his circle is
dominated by people who thinkahRussia should throw the burden of the former Soviet
republics off its shoulders.

Yeltsinbés position is full of conditions f
process, not ultimatums. You cannot solve problems this way. Yes, Yeltsin virofa
decisiveness in implementing reforms, and basically this is in line with what | am proposing. But
we cannot disregard the other republics. That is not politics. We cannot provoke rejection.
Seventyfive million people live outside of their republid#/e have such a division of labor that
we all depend on each other. This applies not only to economy and ecology, but also to science,
culture, and human relations.

In the context of the global situation, | put the question this way: what is the West
interested in, what is the world interested in? That the Soviet Union continue to exist. Reformed,
democratic, dynamic, economically heabhin other words, completelynévo ut a Uni on. O

AWhat | think about iit, o F. M. edsivaactoed t o r
you destroyed the system that had been out of order for a long time. Your second action is this
desire to resolve the issue of the Union and the republics. A certain mentality has formed that

creates a centrifugal tendency. Itis encourdggdo m t he out si de. Franceo6s
succumb to opportunistic circumstances. Il am
interest to have an integral force in Eastern Europe. If there is a collapse, we will go back to what
youhadbesr e Peter the Great. 't would be a histor
interests.

Centuries of history teach us that France needs an ally to maintain a balance in Europe.
Any collapse of integrity in the East would bring instability. Thatig we do not want to
encourage separatist ambitions.

Furthermore, we are great friends of today
there would be a soft underbelly in the North or East of Germany. Because the Germans will
always have atendeneynd a temptation to penetrate these
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AAnd they would not have to use military f
the ensuing consequences, 0 M.S. added.

AWhat might we find?06 Mitterrand continued
Germanyand, beyond that, a vacuum. This is dangerous. | am one of those who wish to have a
strong partner in you, a new Union.

If this is how things go, then my distant successors will have to establish strong relations
with Russia, because it will be the mostygrful country of what is left of the old Union. But
until then we could all find ourselves in a s
2-3 years on a federdlemocratic basis. This is the best scenario for the rest of Europe.

You, Mr. Gabachev, are guided by patriotic considerations. 1, in this case, am guided by
the facts of historical l ogic in the devel opm

AWhat you are saying is very important, o M
Gonzalez, with whomdpoke at length yesterday, came to the same conclusions. He used
practically the same expressions.

| see it as my duty to reach a new Union through the Union Treaty. And | would like to
be able to count on the Wessé. hdeads lsgephatsame gui de

people are | ooking to take advantage of our ¢
AFrance will not contribute to the centrif

position is shared by all old European countries with long history, which haenttaditions

and deep European experience. I am tal king ab

AThe people at home should know the positi
this key issue, 0 M.S. r espoetdddmherforfimeans Busmi gh't
Gonzalez was present. At this dinner, he fiercely defended his point of view, which is similar to
what you told me right now, for a few minutes even forgetting the protocol and that the King was
present.

They unanimouslyexprese d sur pri se at some passages in
Congress of the Peopleds Deputi es. Especially
tenfold, which would call into question the very need for a common foreign policy mechanism
for the Union. Athepress onf er ence before the Kingds dinne
position and very clearly expressed his suppo

AThis is very good,o F. M. said, Al remembe
Miami, and theconversation touched upon the Baltic problem. | told him then: yes, the Baltic
States have to become independent. This is a position of principle. But do not rush to recognize
them. We need to give Gorbachev time for constitutional reforms. Everythirigpmdsne
consistently and gradually, not vice versa. Bush supported this approach, even though it was very
difficult for him, because the Congress and the public demanded an immediate recognition of the
Baltic States. So President Bush understands thetisinh well.

151



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

Bush supports a democratic Union, and its incorporation into the global economy. But he
|l istens to public opinion and he is cautious,
lose, so to speak, you have elections coming up. | tediépg him: a new Union in Eastern
Europe is an issue that has to be viewed globally, not in the context of a political situation.
Preserving the Union is a vital issue for Europe. It seems that | have his understanding on this
point. But Bushissomewha i ndeci si ve and cautious. 0

Al have told Bush repeatedly, o0 M.S. joined
that we must not act in a routine manner, but take into account the uniqueness of the events. |

think he understands me. Afteral,lhredi ded t o offer us a | arge f o
Al understand that to deny you substanti al
of reforming the Union very fragile. o
Alf, o M.S. summarized, #@Ait is our common (¢

of democracy and peace, then we must not waste time on trifles. Especially because we are not
talking about handouts. Everything will be returned. But we need theigetmow, right this
moment . O

Then there was a break. In the neighboring house the TV crew set up their equipment.
M.S. and F.M. went there to give a joint interview. | did not go: there simply was no space to
perch onesel f wit hawy$Sometimest glancgd in tiroughdthewwidone 6 s w
how cozily they were sitting together in low armchairs, two great Europeans at the end of a
terrible century, so different yet understanding each other so well.

| wandered the overgrown paths in total darknegs lanterns near the houses could
barely be seen through the dense greenery.

The second conversation took place over an evening meal in the other chalet, which
served as the dining room and bedroom. The <co
Mak si movna and Daniell e, Danielleds sister, th
and PierreMordd F. M. 6 s advi ser .

We were all apologizing as we squeezed through to our seats around a round table in a
room that was around 14 square meters. Entilled a village. Naturally, | could not take notes
as | was sitting at dinner next to the President of France. | reproduced the conversation already
on the airplane. | probably did not remember every detail and will not try to reproduce it word
for word. Nevertheless, | will vouch for the general sense of the conversation. They talked about
the fate of Europe in the context of the Yugo
said whole speeches. He ar dentwhygsugporiegptier t ed M.
centrifugal forces in Yugoslavia from the outside did a disservice to Europe.

ASeparatism was al ways there, o0 F.M. said i
the Germans immediately moved in favor of recognizing the independenlceveni@ and
Croatia. As for myself, since June | had been
majority of other countries, EC members, followed my example. It is not that | view the idea of
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independence negatively. But my point of view stems fiweridea that independence should be
proclaimed in accordance with international agreements; in particular, the provisions of the
Helsinki Final Act and the Charter of Paris for a New Europe. In my opinion, we can hardly
welcome the other opti@nthe proclamtion of independence under pressure from nationalist
forces.

It is clear why the Germans adhere to a different position. The fact is that Slovenia and
Croatia at one time were part of the Augtiongarian Empire. Besides German influence, they
also felt he impact of the Roman Catholic Church and the Vatican.

| once discussed the subject of Yugoslavia with Major. He asked me what would happen
next. | replied: It would seem that Croatia will seek help from the armed forces of Germany,
Austria, Hungary, andurkey. Serbia, in turn, will send an analogous request to Great Britain,
Russia, and France. Thus, our armed forces will be in Yugoslavia and a situation will arise like at
the beginning of World War | in 1914. Major was clearly surprised. He declareldetivall not
send his soldiers anywhere. |l am not sure whe
recreate the conditions of competition like we had at the beginning of the century. This option
would mean enormous drama for Europe.

So, life itself isbringing the EC countries to establish a political union. You cannot avoid
history.

Aie Of course, you know, o0 F.M. moved his th
Americans are tempted to extend the functions of NATO and turn it into a politite; than
military, alliance. | take a different view on this subject. I think that NATO should continue to
remain faithful to the foundation on which it was created. If NATO was vested with functions
that are in principle under the jurisdiction of the CS®H the EC, it would be very bad. The
European process was largely made possible by the concerted efforts of the Soviet Union and
France. You, of course, remember that France was practically the only country to support your
initiatives in the sphere of Eopean cooperation. Our collaboration yielded good results. So let
us not allow the fruits of our cooperation to be eliminated. If we give NATO excessive powers,
the nonNATO members will feel ill at ease. In addition, the role of the Paris Charter for New

Europe will decrease. 0
Responding to M. S. 6 remark about the U.S.
verbal essay: fAEurope is also America. This s

U.S. will conti nue tsonplptheaegcogrtion of exigtingredlides.tButr ol e .
in the future, Europe should be in Europe proper. It is important that the transformations in the
Soviet Union contributed to the politimonomic rapprochement between East and West, and

the creatonoivhat you call the common European home.
AA great deal here depends on how Ameri ca
sees Japan,o0 M.S. joined the conversation. AT

especially if we are talking about Europgethe area between the Atlantic Ocean and the Ural
Mountains. After all, this is a vast expanse with almost 600 million inhabitants, and with
enormous scientifitechnical, economic, and intellectual potential. This is where we should seek
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the answers tdie major questions of world politics. This is also where we can find the answer to
the positions of different countries on the changes in the Soviet Union; including an explanation
to the adjustments that can be igammwhain Ger ma
recently came up in the Bak&enscher statement. This is also why Germany supports the new

idea for NATO, which you mentioned earlier. It is not impossible that the Germans are planning

to increase their influence in the East this way, geich free hand in regard to Hungary, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, and further east.

€eéThis is my view, and it is tied to my as
One of them is the European Community, which is acquiring a system of politicaltiossitu
The other is a Union of sovereign states on the basis of the former USSR. There is also
interaction between them within the framework defined by the documents of the European
process and disarmament agreements. The roles and presence of Eutdpa, dnred Canada
fit into this concept. But this has to be a European policy, not an American policy towards
Europe. 0

AOf course, it would be i mportant to have
supported the i dea. 0 Batedaleade Asodr the other pilpai, itid ar s
still not <c¢clear what exactly is happening. |
million people) were Gorbachevs, then the is

AThat 6s fi ne, 0 M. Bunderstand thehtaskibeforémehliha/eto s how
strengthen the second pillar. o

AWe al so want this,o0o F.M. cheerfully assu

for the TV cameras | just spoke in favor of a Union that is strong, cohesive, and reinfprced b
federal ties? This would be very important not just for your countrymen, but for the interests of
France, and Europe in general. France will never, under any circumstances, encourage the
destruction of the Union. Under Stalin, this position was fraugtht @ertain problems. But even
then, at the time of de Gaulle and Stalin, France and the USSR were allies. This is even more
important now, when your country is becoming truly democratic.

| repeat, | am convinced that Europe will form. All our policiess @imed at reaching this
goal as soon as possible. If this does not happen as quickly as we would like, then a situation will
arise the consequences of which Europe wil/|

This was foll owed by a mer rtheadjpmingrdom,ng of
which did not have enough space for everyone to sit down. They talked about whatever came to
mi nd. M. S. could not stop talking. Mi tterran
the disorderly conversation with signifidan r e ma r k s € -induldemt snale ok histiced y
face.

Andrei Grachev and | went to Soustons to spend the night, to a tourist hotel where the
rest of Gorbachevds team was staying. Il n the
breakfast meeting, wita discussion of urgent financial and food assistance to the USSR. A
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young woman, the |l ovely Anne Lauvergeon (an e
was present, she had just flown in from Moscow to report to her President.

| think this jug about covers this, | think quite remarkable, meeting between two
presidents.

November 3, 1991, Sunday

These will probably be the decisive days, after all. After a thoroughly inebriated vacation,

Yeltsin woke up and sobered up, and showed whathba@ip abl e of . And it was
Only M.S. did not expect it. He kept thinking that through persuasion and friendly terms Yeltsin
could be fichanneled, 0 as he | ikes to say.

Yeltsinbs report at the Congressanewf t he RS
country and a new society. Although all the ideas and plans for this breakthrough were laid in the
Aphi |l osophy o0 pevebtroika®But Babadney ¢odld not break his habits in time,
even though more than onde Ipasdanf éAd saesd: Nowe e
the strength to break with the past completely, and most impodainttyme!

Yeltsin did make the break, and surrounded himself with people of different
motivation® careerists, impudent scoundrels, sincere democratsntaliectuals, skilled
administrators, old and new businesstheti of whom made the changedrestroivshimisyia
He was able to use them to break with the era of 1917 once and for all.

His report was either all or nothing. But this is how great things akvays done in
Russia. M.S. did not go beyond Mirabeau. Yeltsin will go on to be a Napoleon, stepping over
Dantonism, Robespierreism, Barrasism, and eve

He threw people a sliver of hopeé Takas i s
personé As a person, he is mediocrity and dul
is exactly what is needed.

And he is betting on Russia. Again and aga
was that he was tied by thepsyahg y of fi nternationalismdé and d
rol e. On a human | evel I feel sorry for hi m,
understands that it is not only pointless to oppose himself to Yeltsin right now, but from the
standpoih of t he coduintt riysé si mpnetremiessstisb| e . He has no

Yavlinsky, nor the State Council, nor the interstate economic committee is an alternative.

The only way out is through the irrational nature of Russian consolidation, in the
desperation that brings people together. When Moscow was without bread and milk before,
people would yell at Gorbachev. Nowadays there is practically none of either, and people are
rallying around Yeltsiné and Popov!

Yeltsin announced: the Ministry of Foga Affairs is to be cut tenfold! Why by 10, and
not 2, 5, or 207? It doesnébét matteré The point
the |l ast pillar of Gorbachevds real activityé
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from the republis for a meeting, openly said: no Union, no President. We will leave him with

protocol functions Yeltsin said |l ast spring
t hough he wants this much! o6 (he gesdtaftheed wi th
Queen of England. 0 Now Yeltsin achieved that

Our neighbors on Smolenskaya are in a panic: some are hurrying to bow to Kozyrev,
some are going off to JV (joint ventures), some are off to protest demonstrations, etc.

Yagodin (Minister of Eduation) called me, saying that Lazarev (RSFSR Minister of
Finance) closed the accounts for institutions subordinate to the Union (Moscow State, Bauman,
Mendeleev Universities, the Pedagogical Institute, the Moscow Aviation Institute, the Moscow
Power Enginering Institute, etc.), which means that hundreds of thousands of students did not

get their stipends in October! We are going t
thisé | dondt know what he wil | akelhere!lt3ekmss i s a
to be a provocationé But at the same time, Kki

Yavlinsky reports that on Novembef,ahe Bank for Foreign Economic Affairs will
declare bankruptcy: it has no means to pay for our embassies, trade missions, and other

reppesent ati ons abroad. They wondt have means tc

Major, who is the coordinator ofthe®> r i ght now: #@ADear John! Hel p!
Tomorrow the State Council is meeting, they will have another discussion about the

Union Treaty andhe fate ofthe MFAi . e. fAcommon foreign policy.o

theses on the MFA question. What wil!/ happen?

part in peace. Atthe Congress, Yeltsin obtained authoritarian powers. He promigsedpiiee

that in the summer there will be an improvement. And he will push his way through, without

| ooking back either at Kravchuk or Nazarbayev
He is no | onger an obstacloei nBotthesWese¢e Godbaan
honest intellectual <circles, why offend himt
Yeltsin will provide from his budget.

| think that tomorrow he might even keep quiet at the State Council again, with a smirk:
lett hem play their gamesé they already dondét ma
losing their jobs no longer expecting anything from the State Soviet or from Gorbachev!

By the way, Baker whispered to Pavel Palazhchenko in Madrid, already wayaut:

ATake theiX. 5 sbihlaridomash. Take it before we ¢
we candédt give more than that.o M. S. told abou
(Silaev, Yakovlev, and others). And nothing! Even Mmsky (director of Moscow City Bank)

and Gerashchenko donét know about it, and did
though already on Novembef they are facing bankruptcy. And | am the one writing the letter

to Major. So wencaré&t peverci oper atfe it he rescue
hands, 0 even afterbuoogmedrhe utghhr a w 6ulss aa simafld on
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M. S. 6 mistake was that he did not create a
apparatus is designedtowarko mp | et el 'y di fferentlyé He kept t
apparatus for his new government. But revolutions have laws!

In the evening M.S. was on the phone with Kohl, talking about the MFA, the State
Council, about Kohl 6s s@dmuwhd.wadiild iaom aandi d
There was an attempt to contact Yavlinsky, but we were not able to locate him while he was
Avisiting friends. o The same happened with Mo
to save the country, someoed s e wi |l | take care of -wratking t h t |

e
evening on the telephone. Afterwards, Mi t 6

y

k a
The book AAugust Coup eeadthenricledhattwas wittersin e r d a
AZar ya o éallyhtwasukd bermore interesting (if anyone will read it!) than what was

written about the coup and its consequences:
the Yeltsin era!

y

November 5, 1991, Tuesday

Today Gorbachev met with Preston. Theysigaad agr eement on j oi ni ni
seems in the name of the ASoviet Union, 0 whic
calling Aformeroé while heads of foreign stat
anniversary of the Great Octolf&ocialist Revolution!

Yesterday there was a session of the State Council. Gorbachev made an emotional
introductory speech about Athe current, most
(former Soviet republ i onglyurgedtiem ®© exdchangeviedsasdc u s s
to Awork togetheroé they kept mum. Yeltsin, w
they Astick to the agenda. o

The agenda included the question of implementation of the Economic Agreement, on
which nothinghas been doneé The memorandum on extern
Madrid and in Lache, turned out to be signed
that they dondt have to pay, it is the Center
Yavlinsky failed to convince them not to follow the Bolsheviks of 1917, who stated that the Tsar
made the debts so he should pay them. They di

About 80 Union ministries have been eliminated. In Moscow alone, around 50,000
officials are out on thetieet.

Today Gerashchenko cut off funds for government officials (following students and
university professors). I, for example, did not get my salary today.

At the closed part of the State Council, Gorbachev managed to salvage the MFA (it will
not be reluced tenfold, as Yeltsin wanted, but only by 1/3), the Interior Ministry, and the unified
armed forces. When it came to the MFA, his 1in
positions probably had an effect.
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In the same vein, today lgaveamesge t o t he TASS on the fAWes
a Union, and their appalled reaction to the demands to abolish the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Today we (Ignatenko, Grachev, and |) finally persuaded M.S. to give an interview to the
BBC6s MasHarSltdori meri es AThe Second Russian R
spoke for 1.5 hoursé Bright, decided, el oquen
language nor in his assessments, even of Ligachev and Yeltsin. Incredible. Afterwards, we
praied him a great deal and even drank some gin for the occasion.

But immediately after that, Turbin (Prosecutor General) told him that some lawyer from
the former KGB?initiated a criminal case against him under Article 64 for tre@dontearing
away the taitories of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. Totally perplexed, he clutched the phone
and was going to call various people: to dspvda which was going to publish this, to forbid,
di sabl e, warné in a word, the Gedarethegg!lfth€ecr et a
three of us hadndét been nearby, there would h
this a story for the Ahorns and hoofsodo sectio
his dentist appointment.

November 8, 1991

Theseond day of the Aholidayoé Yestetoday mor
Red Square in 1980,0 as a mockery. Brezhnev,
Gorbachevé in the background! This is awful
at mospheweeédiBdu't andé and o'Mldombterehthe oscasibiof | wa s

Yur a P IManmiGessaryZ Wis relatives from Kaliningrad were there. They live in harmony
with the Lithuanians and feel completely fine in their environment; they even sdiftis¢yle as
an example. They regret that Lithuania did not get its independence two years ago.

| wrote a letter from M.S. to Bush, which Yakovlev will take tideree is going with
l ectures and as the head of ofmishupaetterofp on Str
instructions to our ambassadors in th& Gountries, so they would not rub shoulders too much
with envoys from our sovereign nestates, which may interfere with creating a Union. But it is
not coming together. Plus, | am certdiattit will not go anywhere.

November 9, 1991, Saturday morning before work

| spent the night in a strange state of {sidfep. Only in this state did | understand what |
heard on TV yesterday at 9 p.m.: Yeltsin imposed a state of emergency in Chechoyagdp
Burbulis as his first deputy in the Russian government; Kravchuk declared that the Center has
completely exhausted itself and there can be no question of any political union. Ukraine will be
independent. He expressed his confidence that 85 pevitewdte for this at a referendum. And
more along these lines.

%2 | ater we found out that it was Iljukhin, winS OF YS %é dzal y20Qa Faaradlyd FyR | R
Duma.w! dzi K2 NR& y20(S8
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What does this mean? That Russia has set it course for the Burbulis line: one and
indivisible, and without those who want to be indepentleraist off their burden! It also means

that Russia Wi | be ruled with an iron fisteée in the ne
Ukraine will goé As for the Crimea + Sevastop
they wil |l have to deal with Burbul iesvéenand t he

their legs!

Pl us, there are the CUsisam&k srealYlepgtiem d@tyav it «
broadcast on TV. They swore to serve Russi a,

And the heir to the throne visited St. Petersburg. This is a circus, of course. But with such
tricks people are being acclimatized to Anew
someone from abroad has already offered 14 million dollars for theicof wi t h Leni nés
Only the old | adies gasped. Optsthpaddgnotant, br az en |
sullen and desperate.

Meanwhi |l e, Gorbachev is totally in the off
tries as hard as hecantogetfoodlhmans from his Western fipartne
spreading, nobody will notice this drop in the ocean, and certainly nobody will give him credit
for ité

But does dream = night? Because | suddenly acutely felt that this concerns me
p er s on awdnly @orbacbev needs me, but nobody needs him.

That is why | must hurry up and | iveé Yest
Al daranovds fAlstokio [Origins], Bun-teading AZhi z
Buninds fAOkayanirtsl.e dni 06 [ Cursed Da

| have to figure out my womené What is a g
only support in |ife, its meaningée

November 10, 1991, Sunday

Yesterday M.S. called me in to work for routine matters. When | got there, he was on the

phone:Barankiov, Shaposhni kov, Bakatiné He was pers
and send troops into Chechnyaé i.e. to block
decree. I n between calls he cursed d&arts,B. N. : i

there will be hundreds of casualties! | am informed that the governor he appointed there
(Il'slamov) refused to carry out his dutiesé th
factions and groups out there who have been arguing andhfijgiitiong themselves, now united
against the ORussians. 6 I diots!o Baranni kov,
Gorbachevds positioné and are offering option

He told me: Al just spoke owiltdh tB.IN. tAfatteri t
talking right now. He is too drunk to make se
h

demanded that he fAget things straightened out
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the appropriate people right now,butBl. i s o6énot feeling well, 6 so
a. m.o

Rutskoi called and started ardently proving something. M.S. took the phone from his ear
and started reading some papers on his desk.
h e s Alaksandr, rieélax, you are not at the frértb surround them, besiege them from the
mountains, blockade so not a single Chechen could crawl through, arrest Dudaev, isolate others.
What are you talking about? You thambbodyinsee how

Chechnya supports Yeltsinbds decree. They are
again spoke vigorously for a long time. M. S.
phone. He said to me (haresfeliow. Buigegple ke him shdulie i s
not be all owed anywhere near politics. o

Yakovlev came. We sat at the round table over coffee. M.S. started telling us about his
AStavropol 06 experience with peopl e kindofm t he C
policy is this! They want to show their power

will get something worse than Karabakh. o We t
Russiabds policy.

M. S. : fHere i s what etlrtosuibnldess cmer.c llet isse ecnosn s
make a drunkard out of hi m. We could have a v

i nstrument éo

Then M. S. fAcorrectedo the |l etter | wrote t
take overcrtohsesreedd dHet t he praises and compl i mer
di pl omacyds sake. o0 The | atter grinned: Al bro
to it.o M.S. also crossed out the eééwaent cri
Aj ust | earning about international responsi bi

He said that on Tuesday he will have a meeting with his advisers and consultants. He will
put everyone in their proper place. He said that he will name me (to set me apart from the rest) as
the Aspecial adviseroée

It seems | persuaded him to make Brutents a consultant and take him away from me. Let
him be a la Zagladin, except on issues dealing with the East.

We persuaded M. S. to go to the presentatio
12M). | considered what he might say there.

By the way, when the conversation turned t
Al can see that he is not pulling his |l oad, b
out togethed you, himovet her e (pointing to me and Yakovl ey
We have to stick together.o I n general, it 1|o
with Chechnya Ainspiredo him, even though to

this matter to hurt his authority.
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He mentioned something from which | wunders
the IEC (Intesr e publ i can Economic Committee)é Yeltsin
is probably against it! Back in Madrid, Lukinhwgpered in my ear: how is it possible that the
Uni on government i s headed by a person who wa
Adi sposedo of him, even though Ain Russia, o0 S
out One morerayampl andf | aafibeg the group (th
the M.S. opposition campé purely on mor al gro

| took a long walk to the Kremlin. When | got to my office, there were immediately
papers and phone calls.

November 11, 1991, Monday

TheRussi an Parliament not only reversed Yel't
commission to investigate how such a decree could have appeared in the first place.

Il s this a blow, or | us © foatheRusaignPaskest hi nk it
Chechya is a trifle, they dondét care about ité
Yeltsind to see what he does with prices, bread, and milk!!

M.S. didndédt succeed yesterday in convening
latter was drunk throughodtte A hol i days. 06 Al t hough, Pankin vi
approval for the AMIinistry of External Rel at i

Tolya Kovalyov visited Shevardnadze to consult on the draft.

Novoe Vremyaan an article stating that on Juné20 Berlin, Baker hd told
Bessmertnykh about the conspiracy and the latter notified M.S. A rumor spread in connection
with this articldt hat Chernyaev hid the noticeé

Anal ysis = speculationé in a ser-ious journ
sensational journalists of ouaise, how superficially they see thidg#gatha Christiestyle. The
reality is both much simpler, and more psycho
an intent and calculation that it would be po
maybe 34 days before Augustf8 not earlier than that. And as
in the ass, 0 everything crumbl ed. From the st
Committee made it unfit to play Pinochet!! They had the old linkiaking and belief that all
Anor mal 0 people think |ike them. |l ndeed, we h
the country. They really were ready to duti fu
these kinds of things are done with hundee , not millionsé

Vattani (Andreotti s assistant) visited M.
Romeonthe®8" | ndeed, they are fixing the finew er :
Only the components of t lthisge iediametracallyeat adds withw h a t
NATO, |l ed by Bush. They |l ost an enemyé But fr

partner, just as powerful (in the future).
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After meeting with US governors, M.S. rushed to the Column Hall for the celebaodition

Dostoyev®aknyndisv elr7sbar y, where Karyakin is making
both wanted to go, and didnét. The public was
of R.M.d6s fACultural Fund. OO

November B, 1991, Wednesday

Yesterday the presentation of the book #AAu
center was full of diplomats, activists, and journalists.

M.S. made a good speech. The questions were commendable, he replied readily. But the
most important thing: it wouldegm this is a major political event, Gorbachev is talking about
the things that are most important right dothe fate of the Union, the new structure of society,
new layers and their interactidineedom to the peasant, and what will happen to the segtarati
But after | got back to the office, | found out that Yegor Yakovlev (TV) ordered to give edly 2
minutesofai rti me to this event on the program AVre
his driver, who tol d me: theiHdusegobCinena, andlnowhetetdb vi ¢ h
in a private car, | dondét know where, and he o

MS.call ed me: AHow are they presenting me?0
(Yakovl ev 0s ,prsyaded hym tognetT V9o me airti me after AVr

I n the morning | found out that Yakovlev i
and demanded Lazutkinds resignationtotalké r eache
They talked foran hour. IsaswYeg when he | eft M. S. 06 office, h
means M.S. again reached a compromise.

Grachev, |l gnatenko and | <called all the ne
speech from the book presentation. The result idzkastiyaran oy his response on
Chechnyd ngushetia. And even that is only to bait

mentioned the event and the fact that the President spoke about the situation in the country.

Thepreviousmorning he gathered his aides and a€k8. This happemarely. He
assigneaburroles, and started talking about the information blockade of the President. It boiled
down to M.S. saying irritablyiiY e | t s i n @rsnnirgifrontnhiceophiore to microphone,
while you are sitting in younffices. You are used to the CC, wheverything thatcame from
usbwas printed, no questions asked!

It was a demonstration of his impotenceé E
hi story, which wil!/ Ahave the upper hand. o
Tomorrow the State Cogni | i's meetingé | am afraid that

especiallyafter a financial swindle was discovered in the Supreme Soviet. The machinery of
State has no means to gaye o pdalerés She 30 billion that M.S. requested can only be
printed on a printing press.
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The Union Treaty, which will be on the agenda in N@garevo, will not pass. | read

the new version. But Kravchuk isnd6t going to
Revenko trieddr a long time to persuade each of therepbp r e si dent s t o comeé
evening it was still not c¢clear, whether they

undertaking

November 14, 1991, Thursday

TodayPravdap u bl i shed Bol 6shakovds sewmomand opus,
passage about Mitt er fhereidaniobvious orgdryatedpbotobopiesb o o k €
were i mposed upon each other, crookedly. One
Chernyaev, o6 it is on an articl stofAwwtlScan see
before the coup. The second one reproduces th
impression is that the signature authorizestiee o texd, while in reality it has to do with
something completely different. What morals and mannersiridyds advise me not to get
involvedi f you do not touch it, it doesndét stink!

| got some call s on my pRravd®aSeehovwtliepgote | i ne:
you! 0é AThey got you g o oTlthenheshhng T Mérn s6 9 smmme t
governmenphones! Some people!

All day today | was workingn the meeting/l. Shasfomorrow with the Minister of
External Affairs of 1 ndia Sol avorkedthe dfaftsifonc | uded
the MFA and Brutents.

| met with Hewitt, special assétt to Bush. | had seen him before, but this was the first
time we met and talked. About the same thinghe f at e of the Union, Gor
nationalism in the republics, the armed forces and nuclear weapons!

November 15, 1991, Friday

This mornirg M.S. met with Solanki. He is a dull,agrman.M.S. explained the situation

tohmand call ed for patienceé and to preserve t|
Gandhi.

Then Solanki went to Yeltsin, wiiththei nstruct
Union, it doesné6t haweil equipment weagpns, ahd transporgatioe.v e r y

And | will take from you what Russia needs. Make a political union with us, and everything will
be good for youé No? Yo ketayoonudrt Gmwarnbta cthoe?v ! Toh e n

And this is after Nov@Dg ar ev o, after they agreed to a i

In the morningAndreiGr achev gave me an fAartistic reen

NovoOgar evoé a( ivhana vi | | ag a@oytitdventmere elojuerflyand ol d u
colorfullyé with his gestures and expressions
too tired.
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November 17, 1991, Sunday

M.S. keptAndreiand me in his office and, standing behind his desk, began to describe
whathappenedn Novo-Ogarevo Yeltsin started with the previous scandal before the meeting
evenbegan He sai d that yesterday M. S. agd®di n attac
where did you hear this? On the contrary, | d

Yel t si nold.Theteyomgos t arti ng a confwonbdbatgeh aga

anywherevi t hout Russia, anyway. o0
M. S.: ACome to your senAades, sihtowi ©iitmhe het &
Andreidi d not have one handy; HumchsveSanghowad car t
it to Yeltsin. He lookedititt t hen | ooked at the newspaper fro
it: AWell, this is a different stdscussédo ( They
Chechnya).

M. S. cont i nuemysel® i put edeeyihingcowe tte lifieto achieve the main
goal It is eithera stateor something vague, amorph@usndthen | am leaving! In the draft
Uni on Treaty this subject is in the Preambl eé
dlexibledtermt nol ogy é Yel tsin (wi}lh [fésegwesdedbpf dAiI B
some government functionsoé

| asked him, 6What is that?déd He said, 06Som
against the old Center, but | demand that we have a Statemeth&og with power functiong.

| exhausted all my argumentsé But overall
Nazarbayeyactively supported the argument. Mostly it was between me and Yéltsin.

Kudryavtsev (academician) and V.M. Yakovlev (not A.but another one, his legal
adviser), who were present aétheeting, suggested to use the widcdnfederatived

Yeltsin: AISo what! Where there is a confederation, there is a federation, anddlsze
back at the Cedter! This wonot do.

KudryavtseviiBut it is a democratic formatioa!

Yeltsin: O h wel | , i f ito® democrati c, then al r|
MS.:iThen | et ds call it a dConfederative dem
They chatted about ité and agreed. This to
Andreicomment ed on Yeltsinbdés behavior this wa
the village. 6Come on Vano, |l etbés do it, it w
dondt dedntl tdoonot want to and uthavamsod,i tt,hitrhk sa
we are all asking you, loékp e opl e are staring, waiting for vy
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6But | dondét want to. o6 oO6But think about it, w
agree. Tonight yohmodove d¢tridnké | Baut|tomomor onwct hi |
OAl right, fine, | agree. But watch it! éo

M.S.: fiNext, we talked about the power structures. Aboupthsident. | told them that
the president should be elected by the pedple.l of t hem rtreat® pfiermaldi eadh 6 why
one of our republics will have a president, why do we need another one? It would be dual
power é06

| told them: o6Ilt would not be dual power,
control over delegated rights and duties. 0

They OFine, but | et the president be appoin
sovereign states. 6

| told them: &é6Noé | will not agree to be a
could walk all over the pr eismightda if we ard taldingi t 6 s n

about a State that would be the subject of international relations, with unified armed foraes and
foreign policy, with a common market, financial system, and gotbere has to be a
plenipotentiaryand powerful head of stae, who has a mandate from th

He prevailed upon them in the end: the president would be elected by the citizens of
sovereign statésme mber s of the Union. There would be a
former citizenship, the citizenshipofttkeo ver ei gn st at e, and Union ci
person would have equal rights on the entire territory of the Union, there would be one overall
AUni onod citizenship for everybody. The el ecti
that the sogreign states could lead them differently, possibly through electors. Still, it would be
a mandate from the citizens themselves, not from parliaments or some other authorities.

Yeltsin threw out a comment : inThMS.el ect or a
remar ked: ADoesndt he Kknoquitesdmathingion t he U. S. |,

Then, in the same spirit, they went at it agalow the common parliament should be
structured. Yeltsin insisted that it should have one chamber, composed of the dedegfatie

statesdé6 parliaments. @Al spoke sharply against
the president into a puppet. Yeltsin objected, but | won him over.d daitBoris, then
Turkmenistan would have 50 representatives, a
AWhat ?! 0 Yeltsin bell owed.
AdWel I, if you are for that kind of parli a
said this in front of everybody, in front ofifzov (the future President of Turkmenisian
ATur kmenbashi 0). We quickly came to an agreem
by all citizens. o

They got through discussing the situation with the Ministry of External Relations, the
Defense Ministryand the unified armed forces without further scandals.
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But, they got stuck onthe budgedb n M. S. 6 request for 30 bill
end of the year. Here again, Yeltsin began to
press,andtht 6 s final . Money i s practically not wor
Gerashchenko and other financial experts were called to the floor. One after another they tried to
explain to Yeltsin that a State, no matter what kind, cannot operate even a day witimey.

And there is no money in the State BaAlk. t e r  a hing& lefsobtheegdvernmenthe
Army, the Academy of Stharealceasiéepeophe SHtawveentio:

Al &m not giving it and thatdés that! o Yelts

They argued for two hoursé Among other thir
the Ministry of Finance tomorrow (November™is the deadline), because then there would be
nobody to distribute the money, even if it became available.

AFi ne! LeuntlDebembber® & vY evastssking

At the end, nobody wanted to participate inthe peessn f er ence. A You, Mi k
Sergeyevich, should tell them what we agreed.
together, i f we really have an agreement éo

Everybody moved toward the exit. But there was no guarantee that they would turn in the
direction of the crowd of journalists. HowevéAndrei channeled the crowd so there would be no
way to escape. Only one got awalutalibov. The rest were forcedtosayh at A Ther e wi |
Uni on. 0

However, the next day Yeltsin announced that he was not satisfied withQgarevo:
AWe had to make more compromi ses than we shou

And he said to thBie Zeitmagazine before histriptothe FR@G | can r esol ve
practically all the issues without Gorbachev!

M. S. fAcompl ai nedo t o imthe exdningheadaytbéfores o
yesterday, already after his interview3tern | reassured him. We talkeba ut t he
mor al ity i n p o perestrioikadl.Sobegart t@raide tha eghical bat i political
activity (honesty, trust, truth, the inviolability of agreements, etc). Now everything is peddled
away, but under the guise of democrgayralism, and) | a s.Wlissplague is spreading into
international relations, where M.S. created a
But now, Bush and Mitterrand, anrnedpotich| thbdetr a
betraythei r assurances to support his policies, th
centers of powédr Ru s s i a, Ukrai ne. Even Uzbekistané

r th
| i

vV e
idec

In this regard, Kohl és behavior® wilchwar ds Ye
test.

November 19, 199Tuesday
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Yesterday | was at lunch with Braithwaite, at the British Embassy. All the talk was about
usd what will happen after the State Council on Novembé&P1Russié Yeltsind Ukraine,
debt é Sherpas, the seven of t htleatrthisavowdd htppene r i g
with the CPSU? When did he understand, they tire going in different directions?

But, even though it was barely noticeable, the Ambassador behaved differently toward
med lessdeferentially since | no longer represent a superpoavet the worlerespected
Gorbachev.

Today, Ambassador Bleché Before Yeltsinds
great deal é And, by the way, |l told him (conf
be a test of his tChaGaredd oredw, fandaentdlsehi @h avi c e |
regarding support for Gorbachevds policies an
supports Yeltsinds policies, does not see an

Chechnya incidet

About Honecker é Nagréettosell him ferararksroesandething like
thaté but i f M.S. gives hCommunigtswileondgemnhimh e mo st
though nobody here ever particularly liked Honecker.

Today M.S. signedanordero name me ASpecial Adviser for
is to compensate for my refusal to become a State Adviser.

Today there was an epic affair with naming Shevardnadze a Minister, and assigning
Pankin as an ambassador to London. M.S. callesaye ng fiConnect me with M;:

(I thought it wo@GMdsherpaspwbssare theMbdbscow
not be |l ocatedé M.S. called me again: AGiIive m
right, it is a sacred thingfo an Engl i shman! o0 M. S. cursed. Fin:e

M.S. wanted amagrément (at once!) for Pankin. Major promised, breaking all diplomatic canons,
to do it immediatelyJust as soon as he could speak with the Queen, he said. Inran hou
Braithwaite called me and said: Her Majesty approves!

All of this took place in the presence of Shevardnadze and Pankin, both of whom were
sitting in M.S.6 officeé He offered Pankin to
Relationsto the Presidenand a member of the Political Consultative Committee. But Pankin
with a stony face and his protruding @vasked to be returned to the embassy post.

M.S. in his presence praised him very highly to Major: he is my friend, a wonderful
person, who has done suuch in three months.

What 6s going on? At the State Council, whe
External Relatioa, t hey agreed on Shevardnadze. I doub
Kozyrev is a whelp next to E.A. Shevardnadze, but he woaNveg been equal with Pankin).

Most likely the republics wanted it so their ministries would have a patron, a figure that was not
faccidentally at the top.o And Gor bawobhlév need
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bea signal thatthe Unionscut ur es ar e viable and the Acoor di
a future. It is most welcome right now, to sh

November 21, 1991

It has been exactly three months sincerorks cue from fiZarya. o0 How

M.S. flew to Irkutsk &er arother unsuccessful session the budgedit the Supreme
Soviet All the newspapers are making fun of the Supreme Soviet seBEpavisimaydazeta
Rossyskaya Gazefa

But let us talk about Gorbachev.

He easily parted with Pankireal politikl He retuned E.A., who until the last day was
giving the press degrading assessments of Gorbachev, and, of course, elevating himself.

Back in the day, he pushed awag§forthekakev!| ev (
of real politik. Because offeal politik, he hetl on to Ligachev until the lagtop, out of fear to
lose what seemed to be one of the unshakeable piltaesCPSU. In the meantime, if he had not
lingered with the % article of the Constitution and left the General Secretariat immediately after
it was repealed, the Party would have split. But the most intelligent and progressive part of it
would have been presenddor him, forperestroika Instead, not only did hede it entirely,
but he made it into his fierce enemy.

Now Kohl is doingreal politik with Yeltsin. But the ethics that M.S. introduced into
world politicsarealso a reality. Without it, there would be no trust, and without trust there
woul dn ot g,lneudiagthe Gérman unification.

So f ar it doesnodt l ook |i ke the Chancellor
We 61 | see whet her he wil|l cal boldGuw.r bachev. Bus

And the issues not that we have to adjustthe environment, such is the fate of politics;
it is that looking ahead is also the ability to take reality into account.

| do not believe that the kind of Union M.S. envisoight now is viable. And | doubt
that the initialing ceremony will take mla tomorrow. Not to mention that yesterday, Kravchuk
publicly stated that he will never sign any Union Treaty. There is already a joke going around:
one fur cap with earflaps + five [Central Asi
Butlateri n t he futureé We are going tomhamke the E
market.

However, it is possible that the Muslim republics will join the Muslim world in the
South. But that would mean war in Kazakhstan. The Cossacks are already preparivgr And
Ukrane®d f or t he Cri meaé We cannot give it away, i
consciousness of Russia. And it is the only
people will not withstand the economic reforms.

=1}
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But let us réurn to Gorbachev. According to the logic imposed on him (M.S. realized it
and therefore took E.A.), he has to quickly and markedly shift into the sphere of foreign
rel ati ons é Wensdckdr,€assigneeaen t he ASpani sh Kingo
limited and professional one, although he is ill fit to command the respect of the military and the
officernot based on his personal qgualities, but
become a figure from the past, li@scard, Schmidt, Kissingeg,ance, Thatcher é Al
thatis not done here. But let him pave the way. The Roman Club is offering him honorary
membership and even the position of honorary chairman. Why not?!

If the trip to Irkutsk (to the military factories and a garrison) is aistéipe direction of

thearmy,its t he ri ght moveé But nohalowlretsintdtaketdeo it s o
Russian army into his own hands. M.S. shoul d
After all, he is fromCobeaek. @éven though he i

What do | have to do with this? | promised to be with him until the end. Heedffex
this when two times | hinted at retirement. We had a fallingpweet Foros (and over of my TV
interviewd because of R.M.), there was a chill, butitseemsthave di sappearedé F
really resistednakingmeth&peci al Adviser for international

So, | will serve until the end. What else have | left to do?

But on Saturday Belikov visited me, from the editorial officé&kefl uare a
presidential newspaper that has been trying to get off the ground for a year now. Finally, it looks
like it is going to stargetting publishedeven though it has no means or sponsors. Belikov
suggested that | should open the first issue witaradle on Gorbachev, or an interview. | think
|l will declineé

| am not afraid of apologetick:e deserved it as a historic f
against the background of the load of psy&neudian publications (for example, Professor
B el k itidedirsK ud ro) andjusathe yellow press portraiture of hitnwould look pathetic,
like an obedientfficial, unless | say everything or almost everything that | know and think
about him.

No way! Once | retire, o0ftodpesthmvaédl hoseseé And

A few days ago Yulia Drunina committed suicitteneans that for some people, the

shock of our lives makes them want to slam th
the entire past of socialist spirituality? Maybbe@o t e v ecni atlhies ti,soo but i n the
t he war, and a ® there waa lifedtisere werapadsitns, stiud@dl@ssideas, and a

Away of | ifeoé Everything cdoabdolatglynething, ncheven t o r

store shelves with goods
That is why Gorbachev represents the loss of hope in the eyes of the people.

November 23, 1991, Saturday
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Yesterday, while M.S. was in Siberia and Kyrgyzstan, | was preparing his intdoriew
Kyodo News, working on a platfm for a conversation withanitscek**gr eet i ngs for D1
70" anniversary, materials for the meeting with the Spanish parliamentarians, materials for a
meeting with Velayati (Iran)in other words, my regular work. Ovdrdldid get to enjoy myself
while he wadraveling,ad had pl anned toé

Gorbachev is being shown in a sarcastic |
convul sive attempts t thatkaespecidily againgt theshbadkgroumdé | t
of Yeltsin in Germany, where Kohl embraced him the same wédnedad Gorbachev just a little
while ago.

| wonder, will Kohl call his friend in Moscowboutthe outcomes of Yeltstns .MHe s i t
did not call before the visit. Only Blech came to visit me, e@neh that was on his own initiative

November 24, 19955 unday night

| was waiting for a call from M.S-e called only at 12:30 a.nit is not certain whether
the State Council and the initialing will take place tomorrow, which M.S. promised to the whole

worl d. And what wil/l h e lehee,once dgain?!t goes wrongeée
Right nowé at 11 p.m. AVesti o broadcast an
He flew in from Kyrgyzstan yesterday. Hi s vie

nor mal éhe saidtldey shoulchotoppose Russtathe largest staée (!) Usually he called it
a republic, along with the othéravhich cements this enormous (silence) organization (instead

of the word Union!). And again: do not oppose
commonpolies(agai n!) instead of 12 and 8 foreign pol
from some newspaper). He keeps referring to t

his. With sad eyes.
He should tell them all to go to hell!!
He probablydid notbrng much from Si beria and Kyrgyzs
Wedbl |l see tomorrowé

November 25, 1991, Monday

As could be expected, the Union Treaty was not initialed at Ndgarevo. We know
what Gorbachev told the journalists on TV. Even though he lost his temper sometimedghe ma
the best of a very bad bargain. He just <calle
14" it was an exhausting struggle, | floggedthém | ef t t he mo é

| sai d: ABut on TV you seemed to mention t
maneuveringeée That the country candét take much

* Hans Janitschek, Secretary of the Socialist International from-#9gx T & ¢ N} yaf I 62NNa bz2iS86
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M. S.: fAThatdés what | want them to finally
| : AWho was the main (saboteur) éo
M.S.: fiHe is the main one (i.e. Yeltsin).o

For the TV, M.S. tried to present the collective communiqué on the trarigfes draft to
the republicsd Supreme Soviets as a form of i
of the word) is different.

I am certain that t he ri i aments will bur
t el

postpone it Aindefini

O/
D QO

y

M.S. is facing a choice to carry out his threat to leave, or to keep dragging it on (and be
ever yon e és®ck). Thisig ot justgdefeat. It is woreme more humiliation on the most
important issue, which still carried a symbol of his pdwstaténood.

November 26, 1991, Tuesday

Details from NoveOgarevo.

Yeltsin was the ringleader of the disruption. He brought a heap of comments on the draft
Union Treaty.

M.S.saidtohi m: AWhat is this, didndt we agree o
we developed this draft together. o

B.N.: AWhat of it? Some t i msandhthaSupren@es sed, w
Soviet committeesé people are saying this dr a
not a State, byustaUni oné orematwiCoefldmi on. 60

M.S. once again started to prove his point. Only the Kazakh supportéd him
Nazarbayeb s deputy, a Dr. of Law, NMayakovskihfea wdhloo wd e ¢
in trousers.o The rest hesitatedé Al most alll
objecting since M.S. had just belis guest .

M.S. got completely worked up. Three hours later he told thésiyou wish. | am
leaving. Stay here withtu me. And deci de. Whathavedyowdl |l dadoi

And he went to his office.
An hour | ater, a Adeputationd came to him:

B.N. came in, averting his face, practically spittwi¢h disgustyt Gr achev dés wor ds)
saying Wéc a me , cap in hand, 0to our prince, our Kh

M.S.tohimiiSt op i t, t s aowntBlousines®. Let 6s get
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He came back to themé And t hayronkoftheeed on a
journalistsM.S. tried to equate to initialing.

Later, at a statly closed meeting [they discussed] how Yeltsin will carry out his
economic program. His colleagues from the republics tried to persuade him to go easier, saying
that he is putting them in a terrilgp@sition He tol d t helatgonfDd&embar e al r e
16" | am introducing freenarket prices

M.S. reacted sluggishlyé Only warned about

Yavliinsky in his report, after bowing to Y
what all of them will do after February, when people teke to the streets. The old, dying
system will keep fAdevel opi ngo ontylagshontiéhednd m unt

of February. Then there will be a collapse. Are you ready for this? Are you thinking about this?
Nobody replied.

In the evaing, M.S. gathered his advisers and consultants and set them before the task of
thinking about what we should do!

Yesterday | ha&dl ong conversation with Yakovl ev. He
came over anasitting across from each othere went over everythingpr about two hours. Our
conclusion: whether we |ike it or not, there
own. Gorbachevds attempts to save the Union a

And in generalthe situatiorwo u |l d&en @toob bad i f it wasnodot for
which it is impossible to give up.

November 27, 1991, Wednesday

M. S. met with Japanese businessmen. They t
industry than we do. And yet, they want to Aw
M.S.still remainsaworld eader on the world stage. And

presidential role precisely in this direction. He should engagelitical andii s pi -et huah !l 0
affairs of t hedtakeoadistanoed positroh ah domeatfairs, warning about
dangers now and then.

In this spirit, | held a meeting with my cemltants. | made a speeate talked and
decided that they wil!/ put together a draft o

The eloquent and not very clear, impetuous Yersky; the practical and cautious
Gusenkov; the active and very knowledgeable Palazhchenko; the strained Kovalyov (the son);
the calm and skeptical Weber; the shoffy pseudescientific and setassured, but, it seems,
really fipreparedo Kuval din.

November28, 1991, Thursday
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Today M. S. met wit h niyworlkoBytitedaw afpar&hisny . Thi s
article was published ixoprosy FilosofifQuestions of Philosophy] No. 10.

The company: Yu. KaryakirAndrei Grachev, Ignatenko, and 1.

M.S. opened up to the | i mi tAéadpaélifcallytiesdide wa s
some things for the first timeé He called him
into my office three hours before the meeting. And with Brastwasmore interesting than
with M.S. Wedbéll see how this meeting wil/ res
reporters and TV operators. They say that aft
without euphoria (Il nditcdhmatghhearS. i6t ompenalefs)sé sk
for me.[Imagine whatitwas likel or an fAoutsi deroé after all, E |

Man of t htee n@evhotchanggd the world!

MS.tome) Al f you write an addmahngwiltworkt he par
out . 0O

Together withAndrei, we engi neteoa etdh ea WihrietteorHoObus e r ega
promise to diplomatically recognize Ukraine after the Decemberda f er endumé The MF
again proved to be flimsy (E.A. + Petrovsky).

November29, 1991, Friday

This was a remarkable day in many respects.

In the morning | gave an interview iewsweekfor an end of the year review, mostly on
M.S. 6 motives and actions from March of 1985
| shot downthemy t hs and primitive thoughts that Fred
smart and knowledgeable.

The USSR Supreme Soviet blocked the emergency budget until the end of the year, and
the State Bank has closetiayments to the army and us poor siners, the officials. Ware
left without our salaries.

| sent M. S. an fAexploratory papero with a
international rel at i opwde @mestie at homne andrheldontothisu s e h
position, not trustig in the Union Treaty,nant he Congress®é deci sions, W

confirmed the election after coup, nor the Constitution of the USSR!!

| wrote a draft address to the parliamentariangingthem to ratify the Union Treaty,

even thobghikeveonatit myselfé But | found the
| told Ernstthatwasd i sappointed with his interview. |
this situation. o He needs it. Ernst replied:

prostitute. | am gratefubtyou for bringing us together; and to him for being so open and sincere.
Thaaldos
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Yeltsint r ansf erred the Ministry of External Re
expenseé Petrovsky complained to me.mlithelblj @ c
Yeltsin!

| am afraid the Ministry of Defense is goi
But what can we do? Right now, Russia still has the means to pay, and M.S. has nothing!

lzvestiyagave a dressing down to the adviseweh y di d t h e yforwamihg end 0 B
to diplomatically recognize Ukraine. The news
suggested this?06 Grachev suggested it, and |

Gol embi ovsky has no shameé

December 1, 1991, Sunday

Thereisnowhiffofwinte € Not hi ng i ¥esterday hekpecied tp haverae .
quiet day at work. In the morning | started editing the addrets® fmarliamentarians (on
ratifying the Union Treaty instead of the version | gak&S. on Friday.

But a report came in that egoing to meet with Yeltsin. They sat for four hours +
Burbulis and GaidaTher conversation centered on the fact that it is impossible to leave the
A C e n ltkeethispwithout meangfor existence] They came t o some agreen

But at 6 p.m. the experwere still sitting in the Walnut Room, formulating a
Adocument . 0O

| got a call from the MFA (pardon me, the MER): Bush wants to call M.S. at 4 p.m. |

reported this to Gorbachev. He replied: HAFor
mo ment ) é doméctus, veeverl wi Il be. 0O

Thatdéos the reaction. On the one hand, the
TASS about recognizing Ukraine); on the other

unpleasant for him to speak with Bush.

The conversation started exactly AdMS,: 00 p.

in his usual Afriendly and openo manner he st
latter congratulated him on the achievements in relations between AzerdoaijsgA\rmenia (the

St at e Coun c,ahdénsvedoe ® bKraine. Hoexplained for a longéimeM. S. i n

turn suggested owonceptohi m: fi ndependence means separat:.
AYugosl aviao squar ed, h Yeargfd, svicaassirg M.S.that ieO ! Bush
will not do anything that would put fAMichael o

even said [he would not do] Asometdhhd ng that w
reunification 0

It was clear (he said &t he will call Yeltsin immediately) that he was particularly
concerned about the possibility of dAviolent p
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When M.S. mentioned this issue, Baker commented (he and Scowcroft were on parallel lines):
AYes,t hjyess,is very dangerouséo You could see th
judgments, he is less influenced by the pressure of various lobbyists, he is more frank.

The conversation ended with Bush wishing Michael success in his difficult mission of
Areumati on. O

Palazhchenko translated. Yakovlev and | were present during the conversation. We
discussed what we would give to the press. M.S. and A.N. threw out some common phrases, and
thenlhadtorack mybraino wr i t e s o met hi-onugtuihhBaile atth®@sarhed n 6t 0
ti me would cool off Kravchuk & Co. I came wup
to it.

Yakovlev said (I should find out the details) that at the Political Consultative Committee
on Friday, which met from 3 p.r1.10 p.m, everyoné Popov, Sobchak, Yavlinsky, A.N.,
Yegor Yakovleyin aword, everyor®es poke in favor of the Union a
line, which will lead to social upheaval and is very clearly authoritarian beyond all measure.
A.N. said they were ready dhe spot to create a formal opposition and put together a declaration
to state their views. Shatalin offered to fApe
moves.

However, so far it resulted only siomTVSobcha
the same eveningé

Yegor Yakovlev complained thatthe wvas bei ng fitaken awayo fr
| onger the boss there. AThe Russianso are run
downright insulting passageasb out M. S. andlichi s AUkrainianodo po

By the way, in the heap of information, nobody noticed that in an interviézvéstiya
on November 28, Yeltsin openly said that he will not sign a Union Treaty, unless Ukraine signs
it as well.

Could M.S. be right in his longeld suspicions thateltsin and Kravchuk conspired to
collapse the Union from both sides?!

December 3, 1991, Tuesday

Yesterday he called on us to figo overo the
to approve the Union Treaty. We came up with three ve@iomse, Shahk naz ar ovds, and
YakovI|I evds. He rejected Shakhnazarovds right
Yakovlev asked to read his out |l oud, with ffee

Chernyaev use it as th@asisand then give ughe finalproductd i r ect | y. 0

I replied (also giving Shashka eandsrl y | ook)
NikolayevicH? o

34Yegor Yakovlev was chairman of theQdviet Television Company in 198bcpH ® @¢ NI yatf F §2NRa b2 d
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M. S.: fAWi thout!o (Everybody | aughed).

Il n the evening | made a symbiosisé | took
text), but renoved the sap and flashy passages. M.S. accepted it without corrections.

Today he spoke on TV. It looked like he was speaking freely, not reading from the text.
But he glanced at it every now and then. The text has been sent to each parliamentarian.

The poblem i® who is going to publish it? It seemsidrei got Izvestiyato do it.

Shakhnazarov presentediaft of an appedlt dthe ci ti zens of Ukrai ne
demonstratively: it had fAhistoric choice, 0 an
victory, 0o Arsnudependceennt,, 60 sieHlufrrah! 6 And more of

He ordered me t o wrvelyone hadindepenbemae,gouttiohe | i nes
everyone turns it into a weawldbaintouplebothshe t he U
people who live in the countrgs well aghosewho are scattered around taioné This is
evenmoretruef or Russiearssé nBaeadear weaponséo I n a wor
and a |ist of consequencesé

I n the morning | gave it to him. He still

Today he spoke with Kohl on the phone. The latter called. The same thing about Ukraine.
And warning® do not rush with recognition; do not jeopardize what was developed in our
relations fAon the basis of friendship.o

Yeahé I n the evening he spoke about the sa
latter was going somewhere in a car and waeadly drunk. M.S. tried to persuade him to meet,
or for the three of therto meet(+ Kravchuk), or the four of them (Mazarbayey. Yeltsin

drunkenly disagreed: fANothing will work out a
AWhat about you, dRussia?!o M.S. objecte
AWhat about me! |l am Russia. Wedl | manage.

other hand, if we go back to the idea of a union ofdoRussia + Ukraine + Belorussia +
Kazakhstan?o

AWhere would my place be t lamnoPgoihgftodanglat 6 s t
underfoot. | am not doing this for myself. But understand: without the Union, you will all fail.
And you will destroy the reforms. You have to decilie.a great extenthings depend on the
two of wus. o

AWhatwould we do without youMi k h a i | Sergeyevitntked Yel tsin
nWwWel | | wh at woul d | be, i f there was no Un

ADondt worryé You can stay, o0 Yeltsin graci
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Yakovlev and | looked at each other: how much patience M.S. has! But he is also clearly
ready to |l eaveé Without regretsé Wi thout dram

| t |l ooks | i ke thatodés the direction we are

Today he met witlanitsclek, the former General Secretarthe Socialist International.
Tim (Timofeyev, Director of the Institute of the Labor Movement) suggested him, and |
convinced Gorbachev to meet. And then | took
conversation, as an f e ractaokplacedherer@imdfeyey beggedtal o n 6t
have the guest visit him, but I got out of it.

December 6, 1991, Friday

You miss a day and important things disappear from your memory. For example, after the
address to the parliamentarians, he made me write aneadds A To t he Citi zens
spent the entire evening with him + Yakovl ev
Ukrainian nationalistodo and objected to the ve
opposite efiftfoeoc tmuoc haanod fiiYsou s e eanh rtecaatiyegotee s ai d e
along those lines.

Yakovlev supported Revenfofdheaddresdsjdso,d nded t he
proceeded not from the possible results, which are obvious. | was thinking aboig what
necessary for Gorbachev. He made Odaconbcddfthe They

I en
n I

economy, management over the | eaders, inf
of unifying the Union. He is its symbol and its advocate. Othefwisdh e has not hi
And this is clear from his agenda. Heseekingsorts of meetings, with our people and with
foreigners. He gives interviews almost every day; he goes to reporters after meetings, etc. He
spends hours talking with people from whom he might expect any small measure of influence
over the process: eitheryor Yakovlev, or Alexander Yakovlev, or Grachev and Chernyaev, or
Shevardnadzeé And so on.

e
u
g

After composing the AAddr emaementdhatlk r ai ne, 0
scrapped agaithe next morningl changed my point of view and convinced him thatould
not be a good idea), we got together with the same group to work on his meeting with Yeltsin (on
the eve of tomorrowds meeting of mamnagetghr ee S|
over the options because he listened listlessly and thda nsalisten to his monologues. There
was nothing new, just more and more arguments in favor of the Ulgere are dozens of
them and they are all reasonable and irrefutable, but they caverobmethe gut feeling of
AWe want to doeiareussekvebsatand will work!o

His refrain i9 if they do not agree to the Union, | will leave, there will be no place for
me. At the same time, he is coming up with a ptaconvene the State Council, a Congress of
t he Peopl ebs Depsictiitehse 4 ea pdierde tonadd/nes and de
are you for the Union, or not? These are all illusitohse wondét be able to con
or have a referendum if the republics don

(@)}
—
=

177



The Diary of AnatolyS. Chernyaev, 1891
http://www.nsarchive.org

out,evenifi 6s a Ayeso? After all, the Arealityo ri
elite® the Kravchuks, Yeltsins, and Burbulises.

| said all of this openly. He wonodét | et go
because thisiblsed hactointiyt fivhe has |l eft, even t
funé Al though, especi dhnniyersanynofteedatte efdvibscown wi t h
thereis some shift toward unity.

And 1, with all my lack of faith in the Uniah when | met with Baithwaite and Dufourcq
these | ast two days, I ardently wused Gorbache

Today he metwith Antall t he Hungarian President [sic].
friendlyé even though with some skepticism on
cannot be controll ed f babameyetihegarding thetfastrthat)t@asM. S .
his mistake to refuse to invite Antall for so lon@hen he finally did invite him, it was only

under the threat of a ABulgarianodo option, bec
invitationé Once agai n, thdacevessationpirsfavaroftheow of a
Union, even more expressive. Amdfront of reporters he evemesentedHungary as an

exampleto Ukrainél ook, 1t i s fAjoiningod as associate m

want to be in a political union with thpeople it has been intertwined with for centuries

He went to lay avreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier for th& &aniversary of
the Battle of Moscowé The President and who e
Bakatin, Primakov, Silaev, Medvedev, and Grachev and |. Those are all the people close to the
highest authority, the ASoviet (central) govern

| felt sad, after all. | remembered how on these days 50 years ago §sk2@attalion
of the shock army was brought by train to Skhelmgukov (from where the remaing the
unknown sol dier wer e t,amdfewKilenetersfdoinésthdrewasc ol d i
shooting on the front line, my first encounter with the war. [I remembered] how my mother and
Lyuba Artishevskaya, my first, Hiated woman, almost miraculoustyade it there. For about
t wenty minutes we sat in some hut, the owner
|l oved me and was serving a charity number) an
was doing her mot herr ltyhatutsyhe Icrdioendd.t Owtmegnbeedl
accompanied bthenonstop crackle of machine guns somewhere nearby. But our battalion did
not go into battle, and the next day agminwere in the echelorgoing toward Moscow, then on
the circular line, fromhere to Savelovskaya railroad (Leningradskaya was cut off) to the-North
Western front near Staraya Rudsa surround Demyansk.

Il was stil/l given a medal AFor Defense of
ité And | remember mhowtbhbtdedabdbobuteelkt ,tsonce i
deserve it. Although, | did spend that summer diggingtargin kK t r enches near ROS:¢
oné retreating from the Germanseée under fire.

December 7, 1991, Saturday
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M.S. met with American businessmeavhotogether with Velikhov are organizing a
program to teach out guys about business. Mar
billions in us, for nothing!

M.S. again started on his pet subjecth e was at his best, tal kin
consegenceso of the coll apse and rejection of t1l
presidents already decided fAthis questiono in

Next week both M.S. and | might find ourselves unemployed.

I n the meantimeé | sent IRomaagr €émémans ket
to sign a greeting for the Islamic Conference (OIC)inDakan addr ess ATo t he r
Rynokfk Mar ket ] | our MBH) add séneotheanonsensed by

More i mportantly, | 6ve begun work on the 't
Al+40 meeting this Monday ( wi Ndrarbéye) He gaven , Kr av
this assignment to each of his advisers, acco

Ifellbe hi nd. Il had to finish it at night, and

However, however é Next week, it is difficu
unnecessaryé Although, even now | am usef ul 0

| wonder, how will my wome react to this?!

December 8, 1991, Sunday morning

| used a courier to send in my Aessayo on
international relations respective. Now this is my work, idling, for him personally.

There is still no information from Brest.e¥tsin, KravchukandShushkevich probably all
got drunk in Belovezhskaya Pushcha! But judging by what Yeltsin told journalists in the
Byelorussian Parliament, it is clear that they will not agree to the Union. And they will leave no
pl ace f or Guurde devilldingeusiy the fact that he still has the army. For
some reasqrLobov was removethe other day and replaced by Samsonov, from the Petersburg
Military District. Of course, Lobov isaa bl oc
time |ike this? That i sé

M. S. fAigetsod everything, and it seems he is
Americans | augh when he said: AReporters keep
country?o

But on Monday at t heobddeeided Becaudetheyqiieos t i on h
allow him to convene a Congress, and they won
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Ogonyokpubl i shed yet another er bal Aportrait:
Gaz man. I't too has a greatida al oobuguabswoakg
rubbishe

Lyuda invited me to meet two of her acquaintances, Dutch journalists, to discuss this
subject é

By the way, Masha Slonim from AThe Second
MN on how tle series was created by the BBC. Unpleasant. It turns out thatheaathers were
simply the object of a cynical business. She boasts that for a year and a half, she regularly called
me at half past seven i n the rBberspokerwghdisdainy i ng
about the advisers to the main players: AdWell
is talking about me, too! We Russians are suc
| essoné Maybe thisofi svigew do ff riohm dgrbnegaproa Inst, 0 wt
count ry éthiBgulibdity is mmmpensatedost factunby barbarity, rudeness, and
senseless brutality.

Speaking of moralsé Brutents made me think
Kr as i n 0 sKrdsie decaved that he will not take anyone from the apparatus (to his Fund,
which was formedhn the former_enin Schoaoé by the CC International Departmebly the
way). He said he always hated Party apparatchiks (even though he came from them, under
Pmomarevds wing!).

Where am | going with this? | have a trifling relationship with morélityf r om a nar r o
mi nded point of view. It is enough to | ook th
see this. But what really is true (no wonder Bavitknamed méhe Count), is that dignity and
honor stand above all else for me. That is why people rarely succeeded in humiliating me. And
never did I |ive my I|Iife at somebody el seds e

Sunday Evening

Justheardon the radio: Yeltsin, Kravchuk, and Shushkevich agreed to establish a
Commonweal th of | ndependNazarbayg)ttheywdl sliscuséditwith t o mo r

Gorbachevli t i s an open agr eement , Nazarbayevasivethaty | oi n
theairport he said that he regrets the loss of the Utieappealed to conclude at least a
defensive alliance with central commandeé

M.S. finally has to decide. A clip from an interview he gave yesterday to a Ukrainian
journalist was broadcaston TV. Agaime s ai d: A Wh offerkny camdgdacy for | wi | |
el ections?0 This i s i na dfeeqtlladnygone plammioggo havgai n. W
elections? What presidency is he talking about? For whom?

In a word, | was right when | said a long timeathere will be Union. | did not believe
it even before the coup.
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| went to work.l finished the international aspect of arguments in favor of the Union (for
tomorrowbés meeting of the four and maybe for
interstategr eement has already been madeé What Uni o
a joke!

| decide to talk a walk in the frosty col d
thousand people demonstrating, underred andfalady e | | ow f | ads & emiHan ds o
AHands off Socialism, o0 ADown with (or put on
Gorbachev!0é AWe are selling ourselves to the
Russians, 0 etc. There wer e alrtofdheSpecmldoreeg ai nst
commander whdombed the TV tower in VilniuA | | kinds of @ &ameom® mi c de

handed me a leaflet: AEveryboYaoutofte hungre de mons
gueues! ! o

Midnight. The radio just broadcast: Yeltsin, Kravchuk, Shushkevich just announced that
the Soviet Union ceased to exist as a subject of international law, and all the laws pertaining to it
as a state are now invalithey agreed on howtodoi nance de wikwoskeuthe They
economic mechaniswverthe course of December.

And | had just listened to a 1.5 hour interview with M.S. on Ukrainian TV, recorded
yesterday. I n it, he passionately argues that
theUni on woul d mean ruin for wus all. He did not
[ He said] he would go over the heads of these
|l ast two years, o0 he would adals esemé¢ hfemeran s ,onal
whichlwi | | not talk right now!o

In a word, from this moment | am living in another coudtifigussia. And in this country
| amunemployed.

December 10, 1991, Tuesday

How did | spend yesterday, when | became i

In the morning,m a Kremlin hallway | ran into four people: Kudryavtsev, Veniamin
Yakovlev, Sergey Alekseyev, Kalmykéwvhe main men of law. They were coming from

Gorbachev. Kudryavtsev lingered He t ol d me, AMi khail Sergeyevi
thathewillleae , hedl | tell everyone to go to hell, h

him not to clash with them, but instead to sa
to do next. 6 Now we are goi ng ites whthhkeelanstom a d
present after the forthcoming meeting with Yeltsin and others. What is your point of view on

this, Anatoly Sergeyevich?o
Al am for it. o
ASupport this |Iine then.o

ADefinitely. O
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Al as! |l wasndt Asummoned, 0 neither persona
during the day.

At noon, M.S. spoke with Yeltsin. Kravchuk and Shushkevich did not come. Before that,
he spoke with Nazar bayev. Then hdapgemred thener Adter o f t
that, he met in turn with Nabiev (Taji k), Niy
and Karimov also did not come. FT@&ganesyampublicly supported the Belovezhskaya Pushcha
threesome which sentenced the Soviet Union to death.

In the second half of the day he had a long session with the Political Consultative
Committee in the Walnut Room: Yakovlev, Shevardnadze, Bakatin, Primakov, plus V.
Yakovlev, Shakhnazarov, Revenko, and somebody el dave birtho the statement that
wasreadbyneannouncer at 9 p.m. on TV. ltds a good
appearodV. There would have been another | ectureé

He announced the convening o fdthe gossibil@yoih gr es s
a referendum. But | 6veEakneadlytwei Peepl absuDe
of the signatures, still nothing will come of it. Nicholas Il has the courage to abdicate 20ter
year dynastyM.S. does not undeestd that his job is done. He should have left a long time
agoé preserving his dignity and respect for w

Travkin and the Democratic Party of Russi a
a mass rally foritthe ednli o mé sMaelcd eistée But i f t
and Yeltsinds police intervenes, that would b

The worthless Kozyrev said today atapressnf er enc e, AThere are t°
situatior® the selfliquidation of the Union organstarting with the President) and voluntary
transfer of propertyort he unci vil i zed optTheaslthougheto t he one
myself, what would we take ¢teamtshasursdlvasr ri cades

[obos tfad dts Giage @f bourse, seeing thistellectualgang around Yeltsin (all of
those Burbulises, Kozyrevs, étis disgusting In the same way, the intellectual cadets, Socialist
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks, not to mention the monarchists, were disgustéawith
intellectual Bolsheviks in 192Z0. But they also shat themselves. | do not believe that Yeltsin

wi || | ead ARussian causeod0 on the right path.
to Russia. o The Union is deadé¢
Il  wi l |l go tioessence rodéngertexists.H wonder, how will they empty out

the office® same way as in the CC CPSU?

December 11, 1991, Wednesday

A boring day. | found out that M.S. met with Yeltsin. Before that, he gave an hour and a
half-long interview to V. Tretyako (Nezavisimay&azetd. Nobody knows what he talked about
with Yeltsin.l n t he eveni ng, Gr achev s askedtosed ®&me ol d.
over an hour | explained t omyselfmhah@as 6goigong n@n .
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did notc a | | me today or yesterdayé Today there wa
instead, he met with various people in turn, mostly Yakovlev and Revenko.

When | found out that he is going to speak at the Supreme Soviet tomorrow, | (with
Kuval di nréated adaft viath 12 bullet poidtsan anticonfrontational one, with
readiness to fit into theostBelovezhair eal i t yoé And to | egitimize |
others.

| offered to call the country AEurasian Co
know how he will react. Most likely, he will see it as disloyalty: right now he does not tolerate
diverging opinions, much less positions, from anyone who is in office under him.

Grachev and | talked. M.S. should concentrate on leaving with dignity. Xlleel t si n o6 s
power(plus Kravchuk and Shushkevids)directed at toppling him right now. And in fact,
Yeltsin has already done so, depriving M.S. of all means of resistance. Yesterday Yeltsin took all
government communications under his control, whichmeaess coul d just turn of
telephones, not allow his apparatus to enter the Kremlin, or just lock the doors of the offices.

Every day that he spends clingingtothe Kretilmmnd t hat 6 s Mdkbke hi s ac
right nowd heis delaying the dawhen history will place Gorbachev in the position of a great
man of the XX century.

He should not |l ook for i w
| e c

rkoé He shoul d |
greats and the n@ib-great® De Ga u | il

0
hi , Thatcher e
True,we arenot Franeer En gl ansd,t ibnuet ét oo tcreate At hi s m

to fuss, not to contradict everything that he considered necessary for every decent and
courageous person.

| suggested that he should use Metiiteoumando
nucl ear powers, o0 to confirm where our button
notes, or maybe he said something about it Eduard Amvrosiesfohe his trip to Brussels.

By the way, Kozyrev saidfi ficGGowbrnlGladhavr i Bi mo
told him off ata briefing.

December 12, 1991, Thursday

It is the first time that gotto my office on a normal, ordinary day, asalvthat there is
no work to be doneé and i f therAndthewholepdayder s,
did not get a single workelated call.

M.S. is getting reports of hot rumors, by one person and the next. He is sefiding o
parting responsibilities. Grachev got together 20 journalists for him; he said practically a farewell
speech. ld was completely not at a state level, frank and unnecessarily detailed in telling them
about how Yeltsin, Shushkevich, a"f. Kravchuk
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Closer to evening he summoned me. He was sad. Asked me about my impressions of the
Russian parliament, which ratified the Belohea Accor dsé He wondered ab
astronaut Sevastyanov, who said from the rost
a good thing that @Athe Gor ba anpletons! €he @abadnevs ¢ om
era is just beginning!

He asked me to make a handwritten draft of his farewell speech for the nation. | started it,
but it is still only a rough draft.

December 14, 1991, Saturday

Yesterday M.S. surprised the EnglishniBnaithwaite and Appleya@dlHur d6s deputy
by his cheerfulness, presence of mind, irony, andcsglfidence, as if nothing is happening. He
greeted them with the words, ASo what? Have vy
visiting, and whoam Inowagtas ? 0 Thi s i mmedi ately created fan
Englishmen had walked in with glum, funereal expressions, looking apologetic. M.S. led the
conversation confidently, brightly, figuratively, defending his ideas, but without excepting the
option oflooking for a solution (on the Commonwealth) that would open the brackets on many
problemsthat appeared as the result of amateurism and ambition.

After the Englishmen left, he kept Yakovlev and me in his office. Once again, we started
going over what talo. The trouble with him is that he, knowing that everything is being done to

oust him from the presidency, keeps grasping
|l ost é

For exampl e, Kravchuk decl ared hintmhaltf com
are you doing? Do you realize what this could
Sergeyevich, this is no big deal. The Supr eme

have no pretensions t o pulingwoalowenhiséyesAnd so on.

Then M.S. relates it to Yakovlev and me, this is what happened, so to speak, intreality
is no big deal.

n.

Or, another example: he met with Yeltsi
to th

told reporters. But afterwards, he said
some dates December, January at the lates which we (1) will finishwith one era and go
into the next one. 0 A c hidlthhthe lmsitivtireenweettsdafts t a n d
in the Kremlin!

By the way, | reminded him about these words. And of the fact thhtweealready
gotten wind that the presidential appasatas to clear out the premises by Decemb®@r A3
countenance changed, but he still kept Athink

The first option is to go on TV and say farewell to the nation. The day before yesterday
he assigned me to work on the text. | madad yesterday gave him the handwritten version
(Tamara helped me to made a typed copy for myself). But, he says, we will not rush with this.
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The second option is (ibdayin Ashgabat and\lma-Atat he heads of the fis
stat es 0 r e a orfdo rotreaechd)rtoepet forvard the conditions of his agreement to
Ahel po them solve the problems they crdeated w
for him to have a post, and not of a ceremoni
in a word, he wants a fitting position.

However, judging by the results of Ashgabat and the prospects fromAtimaobody is
going to offer him a position today, or any position at all. So the second option is an illusion.

Although, when we were talkindautit, | was sittingtwiddling my thumbslike
YakovlIiev, when he threw a remark at me, AWhy
the one who will have to write this.Oo

Yesterday late in the evening he told me that Bush called him. M.S. gawedragssing
down for his behavior. He dictated to me a message to transfer to the mass media that Bush
proposed to maintain regular contact. Mor el (
Palace, to say that his boss wants to speak with M.Scdrhersation will take place today.
These are all straws M.S. grasps at.

This morning | talked with Grachev. He is also in favoMaf Smndediate and
Aproact i v.8athedaimsa grimyicterd/e are not France (who later again called on
deGali |l e), Grachev thinks, and everything wonot
wonoét write off [all the problems], rather, t
find a scapegoat (after the Honecker model).

| doubt thi bdewpkebphaepwendtianall ow it. o We a
hismeetingvi t h reporters the other day, fithe peopl

Although, you never know. In any case, there will be no second option. He should leave
as soon as episstseyvilldevé hinddutreven harder, they will insult and

humiliate himé Even Nazarbayev said, AWedve h
Everyone perceives his Aperseveranceo for the
December 15, 1991, Sday
Yesterday | started the day at the Krentdinwriting in my diary. | filled a few pages
with thoughts on Gorbachev and his last two days. | forgot to take my actual diary notebook, so |
wi || i nsert the pages here | ater. Il n the mean

My consultants (Weber, Yermonsky, ¥aldin) took bags of papers to their office on
Razin Street (they have temporary rooms there
of them. Because we may be driven out of the Kremlin at any moment!

Olga (Lanina) told me that they summoned Pestoc hi ef of M. $ldd bodyg
him that starting tomorrow, Gorbachevds secur
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And M. S. keeps dragging it on, hoping for
see him, she probably came to sympathize withéhi | n general, the peopl e
are mostly those from tHaterregional Deputy Group, which was created under Sakharov!

December 18, 1991, Wednesday

Tonight M.S. called me, Altdéds not working
to participants in AlmaAta. In the morning he told me that he worked on it, and that Yakovlev
and | should go over it. But then he gave a-twar interview tdtKkomsomolkghe gives
interviews every day. Today at 4 p.m., he is giving another one to N®&€Hhe met with
Shaposhni kov and Baranni kov, then summoned me
littl e bit, t ot albanal andelgadyndceaeptablé dradtkwhichavasgputo v 0 s
toget her istrud p v re&dl biessimgeapnciliator, wi t h good wi shes f
But also with advice and hints that HAhis wayo

Before thatwewer e having a conversati omwWhyare passin

you so gloomy?0 The | atter anxi ceuosslogposiiiemgan t o
(A.N., Shevardnadze and the likefyhen M.S. went to call R.M., A.N. leaned toward me and
said, Al think they ar e dosendmesbmewheielfdrexample | w

as ambassador to Finland. Yeltsinwillagrde am a t hreat to him her eé:«

| responded with a A?70 expression and an i
Started talking (at my suggestion) about the intellectual el t he heads of the 7
states. 0 ASometi mes, 0 he said, fiyou get dumbe
escape such &écoll aboration. 60

Then he started to think &bhe@abachdve A New Th
Foundat i oné dYakovweeoamesup \mith it beforemd.. S. started to fAd
though) , 6 thinking of how this matter could be d
suggested starting the Foundation not here, but in America.

Suddenly he saidj got $800,@ 0 f or t he book. o0 (Yakovlev ir
it would be 80 million rubles). AYou know, An
giveyou$3a4 0, 000 . 0O

| AfYou should not do that. I donot need i

Yakovlev: fiKeep amnmpurndae$sFOun@&Q itom és tAaardt a f
get various sponsors. o

A.N. and | told him in unison not to give anything to all soffteospitals and such,
because it wildl di sappear | i ke your previous
araund begging Yeltsinoé

Il rai sed t h eoygpimyown andother EonsaltantsiiYakovlev and | vied
in suggesting to give everyone fiseverance pay
work for themé But M. S. \glateeconversationhurry and we
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|l myself began to Apl aceo mylzvdstyg sl Weber t
guarreled with Shakhnazarov, who snatched up
doesndét want to hear anyt hi nigs adbwma! gli vs magr @ e:
hung up.

AThe boyso: Weber, Yermonsky, and Kuval din
from these six years. Some things (quidte a bi
AMy Si x Years wit h GGahevhvarmet reenot @ rul out thet pbssibility +
that my house might be searched when they ope
believe such thingsé But who knows. I f things
and scapegoats. Tle | wi | | be the primary candidate (at
nothing fAcriminallyo compromising in my archi
Gorbachev with the liberties of peistot al i t ari an behavior® as wel |l
private conversations.

Today | Aarrangedo for Tamara to go to Bov

ago, but he did not waonltdetdoé fSon sli shtadd atto tdhoe eM
through Kovalyov and Avdeyev. | wonder if we will getlone in time, before Kozyrev gets his
paws on all these procedures.

Yeltsinbébs entourage, unli ke the I nterregio
intelligentsia. And the intelli gentrosdagainsts beg
Go r b a cTheysynpathizenow that stones are raining down on him.

In two days | will have to be out of the Kremlin.

December 20, 1991, Friday

Today | got my last paycheck. Yesterday some people were already searched when
leaving theKremlin. When a warrant officer tried to search the Chairman of Committee on
Afghan Affairs Aushev (Hero of the Soviet Union), Aushev punched him in the face. Gusenkov
threateedt o go back and Acomplaino to thwuhPresi den
me, even though for many a day now | do not leave the place without a thick briefcase. Today |
asked a courier (they respect me), to take a whgebdocuments from my personal archive.
Government cars have been taken away freenydody except M. and his aides and advisers
But it is a matter of days. Yesterday, Kozyre
Yeltsinds decree on the I|liquidation of his mi
Revenko al so passed toom fifoi missBuupudi By phadmre
been transferréil | get calls, but they ask for someone else. At least | can still make outgoing
cal |l sé

Inaword, thisis Yeltsks t yl e banditry. And M. S. keeps i
transfer of power.

Today he twice went back to hi s Butinthe | decl ¢
evening it turned out that there is an alternative version, from YakoMhevthree of us sat to
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work on it. |l stated my expl ditwasdethatissandr e e me nt
whi ny. | dondt know which one he wil/l ul ti mat
Although | strongly discredited it. We agreed that A.N. will use my text alsasig work on it,

and present something tomorrow.

Kohl called M.St oday. He asked, AWhat are you goin
for a long time (based on the letter to participants in Akte, and said that he will leave if
they approve the Commonweal thé Even trdnbugh he
them

He said that he wil/ engage in fAsocial o (n
(again, full of ent Baporatials Mg n thwe chraaite af ARAN:
Shakhnazarovés foundation, and  fpartxgsavildomet . 0 M
from other foundationsé It will be a powerful
democratic society in Russifnecessary, this Foundation will take on the role of a powerful
opposition to thesetfiemateurs, smug medi ocr

Kohlinvited M.S. to Germaryt o rest, give |l ectures, |liveé

gets many such invitations.

Karyakin visited him (I brought them togethdi).T h e S are washang teetnselves
cleané AMoral support.e ¥uilrbadeegntpfomms&dlt
Council. Wedoll see!

Tr et yak ov NezavisimayaiGadeta Benl ovezhskaya Pushcha w

|l am finding places for my boysé | have to
have to do somebtwak to get all thgpaperworlé

December 22, 1991, Sunday

Yesterday the Alma@ta pogrom took place. It seems this turn of events is comparable to
October 28, 1917, and with the same uncertain outcomes.

Gorbachev was crudely overthrowihey did not even adopt a special document about

the fiabolitiond of him as the head of state.
of the Duma to issue him a request to resign and abdicate. But for GorbalttieatY eltsin did
was explain when askedan i nterview, AYes, we discussed w

wondét do what we di @ buwihimhandothem rbupyrhienycallmgihgmal eader
criminal. We will behave like a civilized country. We agreedonapensi f or hi m, and ¢
general 6 discussed his O6position af resign

ter
after the coup, and on Stalinds birthday!

The Soviet Unionno longerexisBussi a a member of the UN Se
AEur opeAsiaama@ ar e goi ng taswalasthe boeail rl eddi fAifSd raevni tc ow
worl dé Russia wild/ have to be rebuilté hardly
descendants of Shamil.
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In the meantime in the Kremlin: at 11 p.m. M.S. gathered Ylakp®Bhevardadze, and
meé We sat down to finish up the farewell add
(two paragraphs, snotty and whinl)y version is practically accepted. It is especially important
that they kept mperedirakadssh end ¢s ttolratc adi gnigfny f i canc
castrated the emotional aspect é

As we were editing, we got carried away, as if we were in Volynskoe or-Sgaoevo,
working on yet another speech for the Supreme Council or something like that. We argued abou

words as i f we forgot that wedOre working on a

Whil e we were talking (after all, we sat t
wondt get anywhereoé He insisted on his | ates
bearuthles mass upheaval. He tal ked about the cyni

AThey promised to keep the 6valuabled parts o
The most important thing for them is to occupy the seats. They are adthemmgelves and
boast in front of each other over what offices they got on Smolenskaya nay a! 0

M.S. chimed in on this subject. He said that B.N. reminds him practically every day to
vacate the figood officeo for henedmirimg t his (Kaz
Ryzhkovds for mdr oofrf.i ¢re s&n tthree mdbst i mportant
the Kremlin, everything else comes after, M.S. concluded.

The day before (on the evening of Decembé})20.S. cheered up when Ignatenko told
himtha t he Supreme Soviet of WUkBelawezmeéccardbmfpst ed an
incompatible with the concept of the Commonwealth. He demanded to see the text, and read it to
us with pleasure. Yeltsino6s wihkoeleepiindgedoa Unkirtahi nce
CIS is falling through, he said. A.N. and | cooled his enthusiasm, saying that they had a different
gorabt o knock out the USSR with Kravchukés hel p,

the most important task. The next step W | be to advance Russia ever
adapt, and i f someone falls away, they donot
happy about the Afailuredoé And again he raile
complacencyandi’s ponsi bi |l itYVhey TWwiehl hacsapd,tfie docu

sham, but they cannot afford not to demonstrate their victory right now. Gorbachewgjoaikely
republics for his Union Treaty, so to speak, but we got all 11, and Georgiaimilvjoich

means 12! But still, they will fail.?o
Yakovleviipr edi ctedo: God willing, Yeltsin wil.l
Mitterrandds call (schedul ed ahead of ti me
masko of grandeur and fpowmprodss tayb cauntd Gaari bda caH d v €
the i mmortality of what Athey accomplished to
Aconceptiond again and agai n: he wil|l not get

processeée | f B.fMmndedocesc refoions, hewdl proveda dssistance (which
Yeltsin does not want and will not allow).
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Mitterrand invited him to France, saying that although M.S. has been there several times,
he never really saw the countryé

Well, it is noble of him!

It would have been good for Andreotti to call Gorbachev right now too, especially after
Yeltsinbds visit to Italy.

And Bu s lo@ks dafoairé all the time, and spoke somewhat dryly a week ago. And
the first thing he did wat invite Yeltsin to the U.S.

Thaftibseé But what will I do? | did not everlt
will say his farewell, and immediately we will be kicked tife premises. Where do | go to get
my pension, to which regional social security office?

When M.S. wastalkingbout hi s ARAND Corporationo he s
for everyone there. He got carried away with his daydréard the money will start coming in,
he saidé | dondt believe it. Plus, | vondt re
onMyfiverse has brougfé& Wheatn oArm|didiiteestédino spar e o
money? Indifferent to myself and my fAhomeo? L
habit of nomenclature services? But even before the nomenclature | obtddencare of
myselfé It is probably a mix of everythingé

| should start getting used to Afreedomoé
even in the sense of |l eaving the house withou
enough to damit all and be with the woman | love? But she needs me when | visit her, cheerful,
sellfconfi dent, interesting, with st ftkindness not a
and consolationé And | want to |liveée

December 23, 1991, Monday

Even last nightover the phone, M.S. started to mutilate the text of his Farewell speech. |

did what | could to Aennobled ité | toned dow
mockery. He is stubborn, and | donobays,estel com
he think that | 6m becoming insolent because h
But he wasnét even planning to read it out
From126 p. m. he was in the Walnut Room with

thestar , t hey were thertdbf hgecogamaad fihey al so had

®rojdz20GS FTNRY +#f Il RAYANI al &l 1204a1AQ4a LRSY a! i ThES ¢2L) 2°
bedbug and Selected poettyanslated by Max Hayward and George Reavey. Meridian Books, New York, 1960.

Accessed aittp://www.marxists.org/subject/art/literature/mayakovsky/1930/atop-my-voice.htmw ¢ NI y & f | (2 NR &
Note]
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At 6 p.m. M.S. had a scheduled conversation with Major, for which he went to lgis, offi
and he was al r e aAdcgrrespanding ponversation with the Britsk Prime
Minister followed. It was touching. The latter was probably completely stunned by such
sincerityé | wild.l definitely reproduce that ¢

Then M. S. went back to Yel t-snonewithvAiNo had be

Tomorrow M.S. will bring together he apparatus fAteamo to say
assembled today, but M.S. postponed because of his meeting with Yeltsin. | noticed that 70
percent of the people there | was seeing for the first time, even though only the command staff
was present.

TodayNBC filmed me. Together with Yegor Yakovlev, they are making a movie on
AGor bachevdéds Last Days. 0 | spoke with them fo
|l ater told me that they | oved it! Theyrlwere s
was so sorry that | did not say many things to them. But, | did intrigue them about my future
book.

Eidlin, the publisher oNovostc a me over é He brought the fir:
Gorbachevds future book. They are ready to pu
years! Todayzvestiyaa | r eady reported about the future fAG
the foundation shad start with. First and foremost, he should publish the records of his
conversations with foreign statesmen, between19859 1 é |1t i s i nvatbrwabl e m
| told him about it. He sluggedit off. As al ways é

December 27, 1991, Friday

Todayishe first day that | am unemployed (al't
get that taken care of in due time).

| need to gather my wits. But first of all/l

On Wednesday, the 95M.S. decidedto makedi | ast fAAddressoé At f
it as a Statement. | already wrote about some episodes of this process. In the end he used my text

as basigofiand actually he used al most all of my
previous versions¢fr exampl e, that a State should be di
al so stuffed it with details that the newspap

printed the Address in its entirety! Everyone is afraid of Yeltsin.

In the morninghe asked to be connected with Bush (at 5 p.m.). And even though it is
their Christmas, Pavel Pal azhchenko | ocated B

M.S. conducted the conversation on thegeesf familiarityd i Rus-st she, 0 Al i ke
friends&éh BUtsoBU or the first time Astepped aw
praise many of which ended up in his speech about the end of the Soviet Union and the
importance of Gorbachev.
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Genscher asked for a telephone conversation, and before ¢ishtlBbught me a letter
from hi m. My conversation with Bl ech was mor e
Genscheré Although this was Iliterally half an
the USSR. 0

Many reporters gathered in room No.(Aéxt to his office), where he usually appeared

beforethe Tvc amer asé Overall, if in these |l ast few
NBC crewd who practically spent all their time in the hallways, filming everything that had
anythingtodowithM.®i f it wasndédt for them, M. S. woul d
blockade until his last days at the Kremlin. It is symptomatic and shameful for us that only the
Western TV ournal i sts hung around him, symbolizing

world, which the Western public rightly attaches to him.

Thusé | stood t-I) metdrsefroms hind & was alivedbroaddast.8He was
camHkdi d not hesitate to |l ook into the text. Al
Afterwards, all theinformal assessments | hedrdm the people watching at home, agreed that
he appeared dignified and noble.

Indeed, he is a tragic figure, even though for me, who is used to seeing him in everyday
life, it is difficult to attach this term to him, with whicof courseh e wi | | go down in
Izvestiyaafter allprintedi qu ot es 0 f r o mhimbdyeo atpptramdiamg Htfat es
West . o

He got back to his office. | stayed in the waiting room. Two men in civilian clothes were
sitting inconspicuosly on the couch in the corner. | thought one of them looked familiar (later
Shevchenko, the Chief of Protocol, explained it to me: that man had been on all the foreign trips
wi t h usstié thédack of the airplane and minded his own busjnBiext tohim stood a
Abri efcased and something that | ooked I i ke a
came in, Shaposhni kov was already in M.S.0 o
summoned to his officeé @Oeesoftameeimnsoomenl ¢éf
they were escorted into the office. Then they all came out. About 10 minutes later Shaposhnikov
al so came out, Asmilingo |ike always, he gree

f
d

Two Yakovlevs and | went in th].S. He was clearly agitated, red in the face. We sat
down at the oval table. He told us what happened: Yeltsin really did not like his speech. After
|l i stening for a minute, he turned off the TV
M.S. toldAndreit o send it over é

Then we found out thateltsin saidfi i hfa tt6 flewanswt , 6 he, Yel tsi n,
come to personally receive the fAbutton, o | et
Yeltsin sent Shaposhni kseewlovepas theygaylat happened

But Yeltsin startedcting like a dick even earlier. Before the conversation with Bush,
Andreiand | were sitting with M.S. while he was adding the final touches to his last speech.
Suddenly, R.M. called, in a panic: people camthéoapartmenithe one on Kosygin Avenue)
and demanded that spather all her belongisgndclearoutin two hoursM.S. flew into a
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rage, his face covered with red spots, he cal
able to stop the highwaylbery But yesterday, on the #6they had to clear out after all. And
for a long time were refused a truck to move their things!

Yesterday morning (I am running ahead)é hi
come to M. S. 06 dacfhagndesoahhdifmedglayt Yel t si n

In the morning of the 25M.S. still did not know (Grachev and | told him) what was
published in many newspapér¥ el t sin told newspaper editors (
the fAout c ehmeur onfeehniisng8 wi th Gorbachev and Yako
(which is a |ie, Gorbachev did not ask for 20
currento n e , minus the apartment in the cityé | mmu
something, he should acknowledge it now, while he is still President. | gave him-au0©0
pensi on. 0 Aviathingsoofilids sartt h e r

Meanwhile, the illumnists Gorbachev and Yakovlev spoke about this meeting, which
lasted from noon until 11 p.m. (with only one break for the conversation with Major), in serene
tones, saying that they had a normal, friendly conversation, as if nothing had happened. So much
for what happened!

After the fAbuttono had been transferred, w
and 1), then relocated to the Walnut Room, wh
Ahad a party.o It is impossible tladSeamember e
things were said in the course of conversation that were worthy to be set in stone. Although
mostly we talked about the past, even about S
Moscow in 1978 he was appalledowtfiAapbki ppbtstac
in Moscow. 0 Some of these things | had heard
that the first book he would like to write for the Foundation would be on how and why the
perestroikadea appeared in his mind.

As we wentalong, he gave me two assignments: to arrange for Grachev to go to
UNESCO, and to tell Teltschik not to send the

By the way, yesterdayé Gr acdusanstvpoheigvadedi zed a
all the pess to the HoteDktyabrskayan Dimitrov Street. A farewell party=or two hours, the

reporters clung to Gorbachev, barely giving h
out burst of feelingé not toward a head of st a
recognition, but o0 nerghinghemantedtb say Atlde§ourhldistss a i d v
guestioned ugoor sinnersalong the way

By the way, Krepostnoli (thatés his |l ast na
late Kruchina, for a long time did not want to allow the meeting to ltethete. He gave the
excuse that the Presidentds accounts were fdcl
from M.S. 6 personal account. Still, he ran to
since the hotel is now a private entesprinot governmefg ponsor ed, he had to ¢

least there is some benefit to privatization!
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Yesterday | received two ambassadors, the Spanish and the Norwegian. They brought
letters from their heads of staten the first one, Cuencétold about Gachev (about getting him
into UNESCO). The Ambassadosountenance changed. Despite the fact that he knows
Grachev pretty closely and is friends with Mayor (Diregioe ner al of UNESCO), h
is impossible, it is not done (for an ambassadorttoeérr c e d e f dFing ii®L Me®tn ed o e €
| know that myselfBut why did he get so scarett?hea f r ai d of Kozyhnev, t hat
out?

| should set Grachev up through Atéalio the EBRD in London. 6 | | have to cal
(Counseloiof the Frech Embassy).

| will take care of the second assignment through Sanya. She will be flying to Germany
soon. | already told her about it, | stopped by in the morning (taking the metro, now). She
outlined all the mechanicstiieb an ki ng s e r v iknowledge ofvtie subjecy It terres t

out she has a |l arge account thereé But she ha
Yesé Papa Leva has hi sohenewn Sacykleuowi.. Mama Ronn
Gusenkov just called, saying that M.S. arrived atdffice at 11 a.m. for an interview
with Japanese journalistsé But an hour before
M. Sé received the Japanese in Revenkods offic
does he fAgoo t tlaghak areadyrcleangkd oneéthetdbme of the Sverdlovsk
room, and he is no longer President!
Il tds a nightmare! And Yel tsi n inghisbeetc o mi ng
louderandloud&r He must be taking revengwmessf or yester
At 8. 15 a.m. Yeltsin and his entourage sho
commanded to the secretary on duty, dAaWell , |e
AThere was -aetmalh drl eé dWskr e i s it ?o0

The secretary, trembling, explead A Ther e -svatsé nMi dleaikl Sergey
never used those kinds of pens. We al ways put

AAl righté Whatés in there?0 afhldolhreged)o.cetlda
started opening the desk drawers. One turngdoobe locked.

AWhy is it |l ocked? Call the commandant éo
The commandant ran over, with a key. He openetivilas empty.
AAl right, fineéo

They got back into the office, sat at the
somebody else.

AGi ve @wé$ asems ! 0
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l nstantly, a man appeared with a bottle of
knocked back a glass.

room and

AfThat 6s bette ut
I ve been the

As for t he Wal
to meet ther e. I

r
6ve been there,

Laughing, the crowd walked out of the office. He told the secretary before he left,
AWatch it! |1 éd&m going to be back today! o

December 28, 1991, Saturday

Yesterday | convinced M.S. not to give an interview to NHK (Japains dishonorable
togotothe Kremlin wher e Yeltsin fimade merryo in his o
look for some other place. Revenko reproached me afterwards: the Japanese had promised $1
million for the interview.

| sent Gorbachev a letter from Major (Braithwaite gave it tg, fioe which | made a
handwritten translation myself; a letter from Miyazawa (Tamara went to the embassy); a book
signed by members of Vachtangov theater, which Yulia Khrushcheva gave to me. M.S. called
me, excited. Such signs of attention are like a b&mhim right now. He told me he is getting
sick, probably the fl u. But he was given only
sort his books and thingsé He told me to go a
Thinking, 0 d$af Wsmonversaions leetwveen 19891.

Weber and Yermonsky seem to be | eavingé

| started to sort my own booksday;| already took two suitcases of them to the
dumpsteré Some things are only good flr the t
them, there is some sificance attached to each oneautBiobody will read them, neither | nor
my grandson. This is hard work. Atiche-consuming

December 30, 1991, Monday

Yesterday Yeltsin gave the New Yeards spee
Areportedod to whom he owes the fact that he ¢
businesso |ike thisé But, nothattheRugsarheigheridd t he

isin a stateas ifit had beenrunbyanenemyf 70 year sé

And everything is going smoothip Minsk, but theCommonwealttwill not amount to
anything, itisonlyascren f or t he Unionds coll apse
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Afterword to 1991

This is the year of the Stateds disintegra
andGorkchevés and the Centerds | oss of authorit)
It is the year of HAVilniusd and téle subseq
through a referendum, the Notbg ar evo process, a new Union Tre

resuscitation on a fidemocratic platform, o0 des
besides creating a noisy, destructive opposition once Gorbachev deprived it of its political and
ideological monopoly.

It was the year of the coup, whiskentthe pr ocess of t h-destrBctioni et en
downa landslide. The finale was in Belovezhskaya Pushcha, where Yeltsin, Kravchuk, and

Shushkevich usurped all the rights and instit
sentence.

What happeed in the Soviet Union duringthisyeas i n essence what ha
ti meo to other empires, when the potenti al gi

The emergence of Gorbachev was inevitable in the Soviet Union of the 1980s. He
became udmenti nsft rhi story. 6 He did not understar
something different from him than he wanted from it. That is his tragedy as a statesman and
outstandindigure.

The empire disappeared in a unique, original way. The way this olej@otixorable
process affected Gorbachevédéds work, how the un
ideas, feelings, behavior, and interactions with pebjalé of this is interesting rnanly as a
historical source. It is also a rare opportunity tsexlre the role of a major figure in history
through the nittygritty details of how he initiateprocesses and events, and thenhdostrol
over them.

However, his is the fate of all great leaders, revolutionaries, and reformers in particular.
It doesnot matter what capabilitietheypossess at first, even if dictatorial.

These peopleds thoughts about themselves a
and the world, even their reactions to the seemingly particular and littledhihgg always
have independent value, regardless of the outcomes of their work. This may be even more true
for Gorbachev than for anyone else of his ilk. For he is at the root of a landmark turning point in
the course of world events.

The international aspect of Gorbaghépsrestroikaonce again repeated the Russian
paradox: theevolutions in this country tertd bring more benefitéeven through a negative
experience) to the outside world tharthis country and its people. The year 1991 made this
very clear. The Soeit Uni ond6s approach to catastrophe di
as a world leaderHe continued to make original, loAgsting and beneficial contributions to the
development of the situation in the world.
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However, the use of foreign policy forthesaa | | ed fAnati onal i nteres
what Gorbachev expected. ANew Thinkingo was t
ready to perceive it as a fundamental guide in international relations. Aeosatn for this can
be our certainty that at some point the future, the main principles and fundamental ideas of
Gorbachevds political phil osophy wil|l become
international community as a whole. Otherwisewill not survive.

As for the specifics reflected in this col
believes thahe was right abouhany of his fears and misgivings, expressed or unexpressed,
about thepossibilities and outcomes pérestroika

However, | have to acknowledge that as an adviser and close associate, and as a human
bei ng, ] was at times severely wunfair i n asse
action when | considered them unworthy or inadequate to the position amdedkgrandeur of
such a figure. The more so because, although in practical terms the objectives Gorbachev put
forward turned out to be unfeasible or deliberately illusory, in the historic perspective, his
mission was objectively necessary, and many asjpddt became irreversible. He is right when
he refutes his adversaries who say that the 0
foundation of a new era.
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