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AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFE!"SE Al\D 

HE DIRECTOR OF CE NTRAL INTELLIGE NCE 
OJS 

~,<Q..""AGEMENT OF THE NATIONAL RECOt\"NAlSS.'-''iCE PROCRA..'-1 

I. &lanagement oi the. Na.tio:-..al R.eco:m.aissance Pro~ ra.r.\ 

A. To i ns ure tha.t the p;.rt:cl.;.!.•= ;:,aJ.en.:s, e.xpe. r!.enc e a.r..ci. C.tl.pabilit:ies 
within. the Departrne:;t o! Defense an.C. the Ce.:\t:::all~tt:Higence Ag ency are 
f ully a.nd mo$t e££ectively util!.zeC. ir. tle establishment, · management and. 
conduct. of the National Reco!ln,issacce P:~gra~; ;.!!.;, Secretary of Defense 
and the Dir~<::tor of C.:c.:.ra.l b;dlig:en<::~ beraOy c.~rao that the ~cr~ t.a ry oi 
Defense sh~ll be L..,-a E:x•c~t!ve Age:'!!: ior :..ee ~<..tio::a.l .:l. ec.o:maiss a.nc~ 

Program, which s::. ... ~~ be dev~:3pe.:i, r.:-..a.n.ageC a:1C cor . .:uc!.ed in accordance 
with policies and gu.'!.dan.<:.e. j ok:ly -=.~ r..:.ed :.o by the S~! c:row ::-y of De f-ans e 
a.nci tile DizectGr e.! Cc:'lt:al l:~:..t.lliger.c.J.. · 

B . Tc c:L.rry out his rt:.Jpor.siO:.:.it! c:& a s £.:cec<.lti v;a A~e:.t ! o r the 
Nati onal R.:.-:o nnaia.sance Prosr•m, ~~c S.tcrtta~y o~ Oe£.;:~!e wilt establis!t 
as a separc..~\l. op t r.:t.:.ing agon.:~: oft!:;,;: Depa.r:l':ler.t {)£ Dd .. ms .a .u. Xational 
Reccnr..aissa::ce Ollice under the Ci:-~ction, aa:.ho~ity e.nd e o:-.::-oi o! the 
Secretary oi D e{ense. 

C. ln •ile ex.lc;.;.;:!¢'r.. o r.· ;::..ei.r r~s:;.ac:!.va r es ponsibt.Eties :.!lt 
Secr~tary of Deic:r:se. anC. :..~e ~i tec:c: oi Ce•~t~&l it>.te~lige::c.e ::u.y 
design~te ap?ropr!a:~ o!iic!a!.t~ oi tilct O!iic.e of t::e S6eretary o; ~fens~ 
an<! t~e Central ] n.telligeilce Aiency -;:o e,_;:n,mine a.n:: manito!" or. tileir 
b-ehalf the a.c;:.vities of tb!: :\a.t~o~l Reeenr.ai's sa.t:.ce Olf!ce. 

11. Ozga.ni,;~tion and Comm and of ci:e ~a.tionat aeco::na:ssance 0/!i.ce 

The Na::icul &eco:n:.ai••a.nce o-.:;iee s!:la.ll CC.'"").Sist oi: 

A. .~ Dir4!C:tOr a??o!:!teci fr om arr.o:.g the o.ii:.c: .tr .s a.:-..C e:":'\Pl...>yees 
of the D~~~;r:\e Ut of Defe!".Se Oy til-e Sec t eraty of oe:6nJe \vith t1'. <:. 
conc urrence oi the Director o! Cen:ral Intd.liger.c~. wh.o shall devote 
a major por~on o! his time to the b";.;~$iness of t.~o! 'Xaticr..a.l Re.cor.~a.is$a.r.c0! 
O u i ce. 

6 . A Deputy Directo r &ppoi:lted fr om L"'ltor.g tha officers a :-.C. 
em ploye es of the Central Inte L!.igenee Agency by ti:.e: Director oi Ctl\tr~l 
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lntelli,ence with t~e conc\Jr:-q:nco oi the Secreta:-y o£ D~f~nse- The 
Deputy Direetor NRO sha.ll b~ in the ei\z.in of cor:uhacC direc-tly 
unde r the Direeto :- NRO and .s:ha.ll at all times be ke pt fully and 
cu:-rently info rmed as to all act:ivi.ti.~s of t.~e National Reconnaiss a.nce 
Prograzn. Under ths direction of the Director NRO he shall be 
r e sponsible for: 

1. S;~pe:-v!sing relations between t,be NRO and the Unitod 
Sta.tes Intellige..nee S oa-rd al"'A. its sub-corrur.ittees, :.nd the intelligence 
exploitation community. 

Z. Supervising all ?-IRP t~sks a .. ig:'\ed b·f the Director NRO 
to tJ:.e Central lnl"ellige.nce A gency. 

3 . Performing suc:.h oth~:: C:..::i.•s ~s :nay be a-s sig ned by the 
Dinctor, NRO. 

The Deputy Di :-e.c"!Ol" s~ . .a.!.!. ~ct fo r. a~C. exc.:cis.: the power~ of the. 
Director, NRO. du~!.:'lg i".!.s ~bsence or CJsa.Dility . 

C. Suc.h personnel of :T.e A'~'-mr~ )o.'a,·y~ Air Fo:-ce . othe : 
Compone~ts of the: Department of Deie:ne: C.G.d the c~r.t:-&.1 Intelligence 
Agency a.s shaU be a~s igr.ec! on a full ~~me basis to a.ppropriate positions 
within the Natio~al Reco:u~~ss.ance O iiiee . 

D. Th~ ctain o£ command s h.a.ll :-ur. Ci:-ec;tly f =om th<.'!: Sec:eta.=y 
of De!en$e ~s E:...:ecuti.ve Agent to the Dirac.to:r, NRO. Guidance. to 
the D! rec:or, NRO .. $hall be !ur:\i.ahe<i b~t Ui.e Secrcta.:>r o£ Deie:ue 
2.s Zxec:-utive A.Jet"..t hereu.r~Ce.r anO by U.e U!"..i::e.d S'ta~es Intellige.~ce 
Boa:rd. 

ill. F-unctions and Re spon.$iO!llt1.es oi ;he N~ti.on.aL Reconnai ssz.r .. ee Office . 

Sl.:-bject to the Gi:-cctio::.~ a.uthor::;y .l.r.C col\tt'ol of ~he Secrer:...ry oJ 
Dei-e ~$e, the Nui.ona..l R ecO:l:<aissa:::.ce Oti::..:~~ u::~er the ope.ra.tio:-.al 
di:::"~ction a.nd control of its Director, is r~spon&tbLe £o1: th e manaaeme:-.t 
o! a.l1 aspects o! o:he NRP, including b·.:~t r.ct !5.mited to! 
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A. OevclO?C\e~t or. a <;o~.::.!"luir.g ba s~s io:- :he &,:l? t"oval oi t: ... c 
Scc rotz. ry o! ;Jci~:\s e at.d t:"';~ D-::-~c :or e.i C.::-.!:-a.l L-:tclli:e:lc.e c! 2. 

sit::l.e Xa!"i onal Reco:-... "la!ssa:::ce Pre;ra.:n o:. a.ll 
a~<:: ,1eoCe':ic 

by eollec:~on e:ystcrns 
Mt.x!.~o.:.m use will be r:l.a.df: o.! appro?rlat.~ 

t.ec.hcl.c:al &..nd ope rational ca?a'Oil Ule$ ac.d :-,.esources of tile D\!?1:::
:ne:-~t o! Defense. NSA anti CiA to support a!l ecs:ilection &.nd pzocess~r.g 
projec:u .. 

S . R.es;>ondi':::z direct!y a :-.ci solely :o :he ~eiligE!' ce c:ol!ec.t!oc 
r.equ.ircme~ts ;._nd prio~ities t:s.:~bl!& ?':.eC by o..~e U!litc:c! Sta.t~s 
Inteliiacr..ce BoarC. 

C. Sc.hedcl~cg c.U :':".!.! s:c-:..s ior ov..: r:""..!.g.!l.:s ~ t."-le Xa.z:::o:.la . .i 
Re~o~·a'ss•·ce ~-o~·am c·--- : - ~-.._ "'.--.- ·.o·. ···' .. o:- ...... ·,e·ra.· .. ces ... ·.·.e•. ·' ... : ~.... ... ..._._. r .. ~ ... -~, ""'-""-·-"o a. J - ...., _ ,. - "' .... "' 

:-~qci%ed. :~om hlgh.er a.u:ho:-~;>-·· 
, .. ,!11 

D. 
ca~OU:.t;es, fa.c:iliti-!;s ,J.i".t c! i:>~!e:u e 
ancl t: .. e Ccr..t:-aj IntelHgenc:c r~~l! r:.cy. 

E 1-~..; • ..: .. t •-~ >~o•y ....... -- ... ... - ~ -('0 .. .l~:~- rz -..-o..:. .... . ' "- --.: ~ • ., , •• _ • ........... ~ •n.a.:.e,. • t-~ ...... ..- ... ~~··•o' ,__-~••o• :-- ""'--.~ '" •• c.. ,,. ... - '"" • 1 

oi the coilect.e<i !>t"OG~ct tO';..~.~ ~-'ers i.$ S?.:.::.:.:-:.6\! by tf-..e \J$13, 

F. Decommuta-;io-:1# c:c!".va.:;&ic~ .• :..:~i".r.~ cz.: co rrec:io::. a :\C. 
:-ee:o~st:-·.:.c;ior. o! :be coll4'C!<eC: ei6etro.~ic .iig:.ti c;ata to }-i ~!ci a ;.1.sa=.~e 

collec:~o~ p:-~uc:t, io:'.t! C..:l!ve:·y .:J! 4UC~ e~:.i~ct~o:o; product i:.. p:-o?e :r 
iorr:'lr..: toge~he r with a'soci,a:~c. ~aca n~ce. ~sary ior e xplcitation to :.he 
~SAo: o:her \\se r as spec!!!eC. C.y th• C"S.i.Z. 

G. C:ngineeri::.g a.::t1ys:.s o! all cc~cc':!o :":. sys:ems to c:o~~e.;: ; he 
p%o·o1e:n.s tl:.a::: e.:d.st or- t .b.e O?.;e:-G.;::On: systE:!':';Q a.s w~U a.s to pl'~wiC.e 
i nfo:-:::a.tu .. ~.O;l io~ new sys :«~s. 

~. Pla.::.:n.!,l1g ~:;.C c.c:t<!.:.c::. o-! ruec.!".;:;: a-:-.t Cevelopr:t.::.::.:t of i·.:;t..:.:-e 
NRP ,p:oj~ e.ts~ utiliz~g app:-~?r:.a.te r eso;:::-ees a::.Q. cap.a.bili~es 'o:" 
L'le DoD. CL"\. and privote co!':t:-.ac:ors. 
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1. P:rcaen tatioo, as :-e:c:,\!£re-C., of -I.! a.&f)eCt.s of the NRP to t':-lc 

Spo.c:i~l Group and the P=eside:.::: s F orc.ig·n iCt-~:.l.i2:ence Advis:o :y Bo•:-c!. 

J. Ma.intena.:'lce o f a. ~.:.n !ior:':'l. &yrteo of secu..:-ity p rocedcres a:-;;G. 
control in a.<:cor ciancc with .se c.,;.=ily policy esu.blished (or !h.e NRP by 
the Director of Centr&llntelUge:~ce. 

K. Prept-ration of budget :-l!<;_u.e rts ior all NRO i)rograms, an€. 
y-resc r.u.tion ~n<! su.b.s t~ ntia.:io~ c.: s1.:.~b bcdge~ re~\!es~,s to !~.: Sec :-eta.ry 
o! De!ecae ar.d the Dir ecto:- o! C.e.~tn.lln!ellige::.<:e:; the Bare~"~: o! ti:e 
Budget a.:td Congressional Comr::ittee s . CIA will i:~.clude i:1 its bl!dget 
?=-e.sentatiou to tile Bureau of t?:.e 3t.!C.:e t a::d Co:tg r~ss io:1Al Cornmi:t~es 

;he funds ior tho.se 1\..AP tia.sks w:::c.h. • rc ass!.~ncC to C1A a.:~d w hich a:"e 
to be financed f::om J\l}tQ reso;::-c:es. 

. L. o :rection o:"\0 rn.a~ge:'!':ar:.t of the 2-?pl!.!a:-:or-. o!, a:".C. a.C..~inis-
t:'a:ion o! all !unds c~e ~Y•i.ta.~!.e: fo~ :~e ~atio:-..&1 Recor.~a.iss~nc:e 
P:-og:-a m. Fu=1cis e..-xpe~O:ed or obliga.;ed u::.~e: the au!i':ority o! th• 
Di::ecto:r o£ Centra! Intt:Uigellct ~.:.Ccier Public La.w llO will be aC.."""n~:ti.ster~d 
<lr. d aeeount e d for ':.y CIA., 

)..1. ltenC.ttiort of ste.tu&· o: f~::.ci.s :-epo=!s a.r.d analyse &. 

N. Ratease oi publ~c in!o:-:":lo.t:or:. scilje..c.~ :o the security guicance 
of CiA, 

Tho Di:-ec-:or, Na!iono.l R•cor.:ta.issa.nce O!!tce , i..'"l cor~"lection wttL. 
h.is a•de:ued respon.sibilitie .s io:- the ~ational R.ecor:.!lZis£a:ce P!:o g:-ilm11 

sl:all be &u:horl~ed to: 

A. Oraa::'lhe, sta!:f and • ·..;pe rvi•fl :he .Na:Le!'lal R.~conn.a.:s .n.:'lce 
Office. 

B. Est&bllsb, ~an.age ao.~ conC:uct the Sationa.l RecottDailsa.:'lce 
P:-og-rar.':.. 

C. As.dg·:1 all projC~ct u a:<s S\:.<::h as ted:.n!ca.l r:l.anagernent, con-
~~~c:ing, e~c ., to a.pprop :::i.a~e. t:!.e~er.t..s oi th-2 Do &:> z~<i the CL~, cb2::-.. si.r.a 
such a.ss.!.gr .. -:J.ent.s., and. u:.king a:::.y S:.lc:'\ st.eps he :mc.y c:kte: •• l ine necessary 
to the ef!ic!.e::.t :nar..a g:ement o! the i\'"'R? • 
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D. 1.ssu.e ai)propziate 'instl:':.:c:ion$ and proceC:.:.re.s iroplementf::.g 
this agreement. 

V. Rela tio:1ships 

A. In ea:ryi:lg out r.~s -respo.~si1:illtia:; iol' t!:.~ i':'at"iona.l Recon
nai15sane.., Pro;ram. the Dir~cto4, Na.t.io:t~l R.econ:ta.lssance Off!c~ s!-:.all: 

1. Repol't ciir<!ctly tot:-.. ~ s~ereUl.:-y of Ce£~nsa a~d sha.ll :.::eep 
him and the Director of Cec.tr?.l !.~:ellige:l.ce c:ur~e=.~'J infor:neC. OQ the 
NRO an.d. th.e NRP. L'"t •dtitio:t he sl'.all kee? s;;.ch oi::ici4is of tha 
De?o.r::nen; of D<!:lense a:tci th~ C.:~:rc..l Iat~!.i~ge:"l~~ A:;ency as ~h.e s~c:-e~ 
:ary o£ Defense a~d the D:reeto:- o'i C~n:ra.l !Il;ei.!igen.ce may re:speetivo!ly 
ciesignat·~ unCer the pro\"isio:s o:r ~ar~g:aph I. c. to exal:lir.e :;,r.ci moci:or 
the National Reconn.a.i.ssa.nce ?:-og:-a.i:l on th.ei.:- be~!!. pe!'soaa:.!.y i:1iormed 
on a regtt!a-r b-. sis., O!: or:. rec;.~est.,. on t.2:e sta:-a.s o£ projee:.G oi the 
Na ~onal R.econna.i.s sae.ce Prog~,;arn .. 

2. Es~bllsh a;.pro~:.·:a~.;:. ~!-aiso~1 b~t\v~e~ th~ Natio:ta.! 
Recon:laissanca Otiice a!:.ci th~ U~:i!eci. Sza.t~$ Intelligenc:-2 Bua=d.:o ,~e .l'oin~ 

Ci'J.e.f.s of Stafi:r the De!e!l.se lnte~g<e:o:.c-e Ag~~cy, z.::d tile Nationa.l Steurity 
Ageo.c>y. 

3. \'?!i.e::-~ a~p:-op::ia.~~ ~.z..;;,~ l.i.Se v; q_1;,2,.~i.::<! ?el"so~~e!. o! ~e 
D { ,..._, . "' c . .. .... . ,r \ - • .,?a.=t:nent o ..-.=.ens~ i.::.c. t-e ~:.~trG.!. .!!:.:<!~!.sence J'l.gc::J.ty- as ... a~ .. t;.~e 
m-er.lOers oi th~ ~&:io::.a.l Recor.r.aiss&~ce O:.i:.c4! • 

• ,,. . ... . . ' t . . . .l 
<:-. .ov.:.a....-c ~ax~:-:1~~ ;.n.:. ... :zc:..t~on O.l C.??:-O?::.a c tecoor:.1ta1 a;.~ 

ope~ational ·c~pi.'~llities .i.~d reS<Ja;.rces oft}'_~ Oep.a.r;::nent o£ C:e:fense, 
t:he ~atio:-.a.l S-e:¢..:.:rity Ag.en<:y .ar.G. ;;:he Ce~;:-a.!. !r.:..a!l:geo~ce Age::c;," to 
suppo::" a.ll coll.!..::tion a::.d ?A'OCessi!lg p::og::~:":\5 i:.-.cludic.g. b\."t n.ot limited 
to, elec;tronfc sig:o.a.l anC i.."":la6e:ry pro~:-arr .. $. 

B. Oii!~~ls o{ •ll elt:.r:.~:~:s c.! tt:.e n~:~=-:...wna:n o! D~i~nse anC -;:he 
Centr~l :ntelligence Aga-.r.c.y sf:t..l.~ p:ovid~ ;nr~.>?O:::Ot \l.t~:::hi:t th~ir re:>:pa~;:ive 
autbcr-ities to the Direc!or, )(g,-:!.o .. :.;.l Reco:-_::.ais~<' . .-_ea O!ilce, .a.s !':"..ay bo 
~eees$ary ior the Di~ec:cr to ca:-ry out his z.ssig:-.ed respo~eibUities a~C. 
!~<;:io::.s. S:.:e&mllned rr:.ana.Geme~; ?TOca~\:.:es sha.il Oe \::~ilized whe:-eby 
indiv~<it.:.al project direc;tors w!.il :-e?Ort Ci:-ec:~y to ':~~ Director~ !\7a.tio~l 
Reconoaissance Office. Tht: Di:-.ector• Na.::!.onal Recon:\.aissa.r.c~ Of!ic.~, 
s:-.&11 be give:~ support a.& req1:.ired 1:-om ~o:-::-..a.l s~!f elements o! tC.e 
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miUta.ry departmcnu and a.ge !lc! es of the Oepa.rtme:tt o£ De!er.te and 
of the Central Intelligence Agency conc:.erned, a lthough the se tt.a ff 
elements will not participa.te in those pToject matters except as he 
$pedfieally requests, and these projects will !lOt be subject t o normal 
Deparbnent of Defense or Centra llnttUigenee Agency staff r eview. 

Vl. Effective Due 

'T his a.g,.ee rnent i s effe ctive upon sig r..a.t ure and supersede1 the 
Dc>D-CIA N'RO Agreement dated 2. May 19H. 

McCor.e Ro::well CSlpa.t ric 
~c-tor ol C4ntra.l lnt-elligenc~ Deputy Sec retary of Defen.se 

RIXO 
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