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Attachment 2

IKPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES

Today virtually all information about the Nstional
reconnaissance Office (NRO) and its programs is classified. The
exceptions are the *fact of" photo reconnalssance and certain
limited facts about cur photc reconnaissance satsllices. This
pelicy is stated in National Security Directive-30 (NSD-30Q},
which also imposes severe restraints on any unclassified
digscussion of satellite reconnaissance.

Notwithstanding the NSD-30 restraints, substantial informa-
tion about the NRO and Naticonal Reconnaissance PFrogram (NRP)
systems is in the public domain as the result of unauthorized
disclosures. The existence of the NRO and some details of its
history and mission are essentially open secret Fortunately,
accurate systems information is less awvailable-

We have examined the implications of the proposed changes
for any sericus negative effects and what might be done to
alleviate them. Our assessment follows:

the naticnal policy prohibiting pu
discussion ol satellite reconnaissance 1s still wvalid and must be
complied with., (We intend to propose a more liberalized wversion
of this policy to permit approved unclassified discussions for
official purposes, but it would not provide any relief for
unofficizal disclosures or discussions.

i — T
.-"'- Thm W
5[ EHE | i coiEs

— (Q‘j-)ég/um or PacEs




¢ ——Stet—

i

b. Rotential Darived Disclosures: There iz concern

ovar the poten ltional disclosure of the locations of MRD
facilitie .0 include contractor
locations and ground stations. Wa not intend to officislly

discloss thase locations, but some of tha |p ' sased
d conceivably lead to their identity.

c. Domastlic Reactlon: The rgaction from Congress, the
media, and the public is expected to be minimal but largely
positive. Concerns will likely inveolve why these steps were not -
taken sooner and why we are not releasing more information. Ws
expect to receive a major increase in Freedom of Information Act
{FOIA) requests {(See paragraph e.} '

d. Foreign Reaction: We do not anticipate any
significant negative foreign reactions; however, we have asked
Scate to confirm our assessment. Our view is based on the
generally high degree of foreign acceptance of satellite
reconnaissance, and the fact that we are mot disclosin

significant new data.




a. FOIA: We foresee a paior increase in FOIA regquesctcs
cthat will desmand--sven if a Congressional exemption is granted--
an incresse in NRO resources devoted to this subject. Legle-
laction, comparable to that for CIA, exempting all NRO operational
files from FOIA searches is required if ww are to avoid diverting
significant NRO rescurces [roa program activities. Fassage of
such legislation is far from assured.

f. MNMRO Manageoant Practicest:

{1) The sffects on NRO management practices--
particularly on the relaticnship toe DoD staff and the applica-
bility ©of DoD Directives--are expected to be significant., As
ocutlined in the founding documents for the NRO, the DNRO is given
support as required from normal staff elements of the military
departments and agencies of the DoD and the CIA, but these staff
elements do not participate | roject matters except as the

DNRO specifically r

mirfimize ne
volvement 1n routine staffing matters, the DNRD recommends that
the Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) and the Directer of Central
Intelligence (DCI) reaffirm this policy.

{(2) Once the NRO is announced as an overt DoD
entity, the applicability of Dol directives is likely to become

an issue.

He recommends that the CCI and SECDEF discuss this
issue prior to any public announcement to agree on ways Lo
minimize the potential disruption to the NRO's operation.
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g. ¥NRO Bastructure: We project no significant imspacts
on the HRO restructure efforts, which are being isplesanted by
sgreemant between the DCT and the SECDEF. Wa sust ensure that
tha proposed openness permits retention of NRO sanagement
practices,

h. Military Support: Current and potentlal customers
of the NRO, such as the operational military, will beanefit in two
ways. At the unclassified level there will be a genarally >
grsater appreciacion of what the NRO ls, what [t does, and where
to obtain more information. Declassification of the *fact of*
BIGINT would also enable the preparation of Secret-level informa-
tion describing NRO systems and the advantages to combat Eforces.

L

i. Civil Remcote Sensing: Public acknowledgement of
the existence of the NRO will enable more copen participation in .
activities related to environmental remote sensing. This
capability would benefit the country as well as the WNEO.

J. Foreign Reconoalasance Satellitas: Public acknowl-
edgement of the existence of the NRO would enable the NRO .
Director, as the DCI‘'s functional manager for foreign recoanais- !
sance satellites, to openly address issues relating to the sale
or purchase of systems with fcreign and privare sector represern-

tarives.
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