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JHPt.ICATION$ OF THE PJtOI'OSED CHAICES 

T~y virtually all l n f or.at1oo about tba National 
~econnaissanc• Offic• CHROI an4 ita proar ... is classified. The 
excepcions ar• t)\e • fact of• photo recocuwisaance and. certain 
litlti ted facta about cur phot o reconnaisa.ace satallitaa . Tb.h 
pol icy is stated~ Nat ional S.curity Di ractive· 30 (HSD-30) , 
whic h also i~aes ••v•r• restraints oa .anY uncl•*•ified 
discussion of satellite raconnalsaance. 

Notwithstanding the NS0-30 r estraints. s ubstant i al info~­
tion about t he HRO and National Reconnaissance Progr am CNRPl 
~s tems is in the public domain a s the result of unauthorized 
disclosures . The existence of the NRO and some de tails of its 
history a nd essentia lly ~n 

is l ess 

We have examined the implica tions of the proposed change s 
for any serious negative e f fects and wha t might be done t o 
alleviat e them. Our as sessment f ol l o ws: 

' 

discus s reconnaissance is must be 
complied with. (We intend to propose a more liberal ized ve r sion 
of thi s policy t o permit approved unclassif i ed discussions ·cor 
of ficial purposes, but i t would no t provi de any relief fo~ 
uno f f ic ie l discl os ures or discuss i ons . 
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b. Dl•olo.-re•• ~r• la conceza 
over the 
fecl"A'<-••n 
location• ana g~.md atat .. ..., .. 

of tbe 1ocatlocu of DO 
include contractor 
intend to officially 

disclose th••• locetiona, but •o.e of the 
lueS to tbeir idati 

c. Doeeatie Reaction: The r~action from Congress, the 
11>edia, and the public is ~cted to be minimal but largely 
positive. Concerns will likely involve why these steps were not 
taken sooner and why we are not releasing ~re information. We 
expect to receive a major increase in Freedom of Info~tion Act 
(FOIA) requests (See para9raph e.) 

d. Foreign Reaction: We do not anticipate any 
significant negative foreign reactions; however, we have asked 
State to con[inm our assessment. our view is based on the 
generally high de9ree of foreign acceptance of satellite 
reconnaissance, and that we 
~~ficant new data. 

~PA~ 
"•et_o, .,•61$ 
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a. .OXA• W. fora1ae a a'jor inen&la in POIA J."eqvaltl 
!that wUl d~·-aven if a convraulonal e.x...,clon 11 granted-­
au inc:raa1a la 1n10 reiOUI'ee• devot~ to thil a\lbj.et. t49'il · 
lation . ec·~able to that for CIA, e.x.-pting all mo opec-at ion.l 
file• froa rotA aearchal ia r~lr~ if ~ aze to avoi4 diverting 
•ignificant ~ re1ourea• from prograa aetivitlaa. •••••q• of 
~~ legislation il far from •••ur~ . 

• 

Cll TbA effec t• on NRO aanaqeaent practice•- · 
p&nicularly on t ha nlation•llip to DoD ataff and the applica­
bllity o f DoD Directivu--are expecte<1 to be e igniticant. 1U 
outlined in the founding document• for the HRO, the DNRO is given 
eupport as requir ed from normal a t aff e lements of the mi litary 
department• and agencies of the DoD and the CIA, but these s taf f 
elements do not partic ipate 
tlNRO 

og 11\atters, the C»n\0 rec~nds tha t . 
the Secre tary of Oefen1e CSECDEF) and the Direc tor of Central 
Intelligence CCCI) reaffir= tbis policy . 

e nt ity , 
(2) Once the 

appL icability o f 

• 
is announced as an over t DoO 
di rect ives i s l ikely 

recommends tha t t he ocr end SECDEf discuss 
a ny public a Mounce .. e nt to a9r e e on ways to 

•ini~ize the potenti al di sruption t o the NRO ' s o~ration. 
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v. 11M .. n.-,&ctu-.• Ne prcjec:t r.o donU1cant II!Oec:U 
- the ~ renrvctllre etforu. ~chan bdll!f l-c>lraated by 
-.re-nt b8twen the ocr and the IIICDa' . ... IIUit enaura that 
~ propoe~ openne" pen~itl rettntion of .0 .an&f-t 
practice•. 

h. ld.U.tary luppert• Current and potential cuatc..ra 
of the NRO. a uch' &l the operational •ilitacy, vill benefit in two 
vaya . At the unclaaaifiad l eve l there v ill be a generally 
.,-raater appreciation of vhat the ~ 11, what it ~~. and when 
to obtain ~r• into~tion . Oecla.alfication of the •tact ot• 
IJODNT would al1o enable the preparation of S.crat - lavel intor.a -

• tion describing NRO syst ems and ~he advant ages to co.bat forces . 

i. Ci¥11 l!.amota Se.nai.cg: Public acknowledgement of 
the ex i stence o! the NRO vil l enable ~re open partici~tion in 
activities related to env iro~ental r~te sens ing . This 
ca~i lity would benefi t the country as vel l a s the NRO . 

• 

j. roreign Jteeotu>ala•ance Satallitao : Public adcnO"Jl- · 
~~nt of the existence of the NRO would enabl e the NRO 

J 

Oirector , as the CC I' S functional ~ager for foreign reconna is· ~' , . 
aance satellites. to openly address issues r elating to the sal e 
or purcha s e of syst e~s wi t h f o r e ign a nc p r i vate sector rep~~se~ ­

ta t ives. 
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