The big news today is that the Red Chinese exploded an atomic bomp {in the
atmosphere). Qyr electromagnetic and acoustic detection devices picked it up and
the Chinesa announced it. President Johnson made the U.5. annsuncement of the
test (after the Chinese announcement). The yield appears tp be in the range of
tens of Kilotons fas expected). Intelligence sources had picked up indications
that this test would come soon.

At 12:30 p.m. Arnold Fritsch and | had lunch with pay] McDaniel and pief Panofsky
at which we discusseq High Energy Physics,

I received caijs from reporters {e.qg., Newsweek ) asking for my impressions gof

- Brezhnev on the basis of my first conference with nhim in Moscow in May 1963,
ApparentTy, I am one of very few Americans who have talked te him for any length

ef time,

At 4 pm. I caliled Father Payl Reipert {president of st Louis University) to
discuss the Presentation to me of the Spirit of St. Louis Award on October 26th.
I told Mim [ have received his fettep of Octobher 12th, that | haye real preblems
flying late at night and would rather leave St. Loyis earlier than the midnight
flight for Los Angeles. He didn't seem to think that the §-4Q p.m. flight would
give them time to s€21 the great number of People, have his shart speech, present
the award, and then have my acceptance speech, Father Reinert aid he woyld qive
my Lrave! more thought and let me hear from him.

The announcement of the new Tripartite Contract for operation of Argonne National
Laboratory is being prepareg and will pProbably be made on October 20th.

I wrote a repiy to Professor Harvey Diehl to tel) him I could not tonsider the
presidency at Jowa State University,

aturday, October 17, 19864 - .¢.

At 9:30 a.m. | pPresided over the annual meeting of the Chemical Education Material
Study Steering Committee at the AEC's “"HY Street office,

At noon I attendeq the National Security Counci) meeting held in the Cabinet Room
of the White House. (thers present at the meeting included Fresident Johnsen,
McNamara, Rusk, Vance, LeMay, Bromley Smith, Bundy, McCone, McDermott, Llewelyn
Thompson, Rowan, Balj, Cater, Hornig, McNaughton and Cliften. The first topic was
the Chinese atomic bomb test yesterday. McCone described the g megawatt research
reactor ip China, which ts based upon a similar Ryssian reactor which both McCone
and | had seen in Moscow: a possible gas-cooled production reactor of some 30

construction, which apparent ly won't pe aperable for two or three years; and he
mentioneq a possible water-cooled pProduction reactor gf about 100 meqawatts
Capacity, and, therefore, 3 production capacity for plutonium. He said that the
device expladed yesterday probably had plutonium, angd, hence, the Chinese might be
capable of producing many WEAPONS per year. Mclopne sald that he had briefed the
heads of eight European countries during his recent trip to Eurcpe, sdying that a
Chinese atomic bomb explosipn might take place within 30-60 days, which was a good

prediction, considering that the First briefing was Just 31 days ago.

One potential area of China has not been covered by photographic reccnnaisaan;e,
and, therefore, coylg have an additional reactop {or reactors), ang McCone said he
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wouldn't pe Surprised i¢ there were , Plant in tpis drea. McCone 3150 indicateqd
that the evidence thig morning indicates that the Chinese Ray conduct another test
almost fmmediate]y. All of the “sual signs witp respect tp transpartatiﬂn,
Wedther reports, ete. 3¢ QCCUrrag the day before yesterday~-are Otcurring now
50, there May be another gvent today or tomorrow. The Chinesa have 29p [R-28
Subsonie Short-range Jet aircrafyg, wWith 3 Ténge radiys of 600 mites, which could
deldivap trude bomps. It wirty be NeCessary 14 have ajr Samples befgre we can
determine whether tha device detonateg Yesterday Could fit into the IR-28.

McCone went O 1o discyss the Soviet sftuatiun, Saying tha: Khrushehey had been
removed due to discontent oyep the conduct of his office._3 general discontent ang
N0 one source of troubie, Khrushehey had made d Strong demand in September fop
grester emphas{s gn consumep Joods rather thap on heavy mithary broducts, which
may haye tontributeg tq his downfaj; Some changes gf Pelicy are expected. The
re]ationshfp of Brezhney and Kosygin 15 not Yt ¢leap although ng Upheava] i<
expected; either Brezhney or Kosygin, op & thirg Party, may mave fn a littTe later
to take O¥er the Ieadership tn 3 single jap a5 Khrushchey had ¢ The President
asked whether the c1a hag any Forewarn1ng that there “ould pe 3 Change ip
Ieaderahip or of whom 1t wouig be McCone $3id there wWas ng indicatipn of an
fmmediately fmpending Change although there was some indicatqigy of dissensign.

He went sn 10 say thay Brezhney and Kosygip are not imaginative 2nd won't play the
WOr1d roje that Khrushe hay has . Presidens Johnson Fecalled that Harriman hag tolq
Rim that Khrushchey said that when a Change came 1t woulg be Brezhney and

Kosygin . The President dsked " Tammy« whether ha had any ideas gn the situation.
Thompson 53id he thought the firgt Changes wWould ha wWithin the Soviet bloc, ang
then thera might pe Changes ip Their relatfonships With the cutsige,

Seething within the Soviet Union gr Wds the enly indication that Khrushehey hadg
s5afd he WoUld retipre 300N ang hag ind1cated the tuo men who wou g succeed him.
Thompson safd that tha Presidium hag *U9gesteg 14 Khrushehey thaet he might take a
horiday, He saig that ip the tast seven yeaps Khrushehay had spept two ang 3

the USSR to sfgn the test ban treaty, thar he was 901ng to ryy the defense budget:
he saig that Ha?:nﬂvsky did por agree, sp pe wWould haye 10 be sept 0N & vacation,
Khrushchey said this Lo Rusk ip the Presence pf Many others who royig hear,

Rusk then turned to discuss the British electipgn. The Presigent inguireg as o
the Bxact Margin of the [abgr victnry. ANd Ryck 1ndfcated that it 35 four or five
Seats, Presigent Johnsan 1ndicateﬂ he thought this W ld mean that it wauldn't he
YEry much of 2 government~—anu net for very long . Rusk Sa81d that pyp Embassy in
Londaon 2stimates that the government Will Jaeq ten months to g3 Year. The
President nquireq whethear the poijs 'n Gregt Britain hag forecass the resyisg.
and Bundy Saild that two polis forecast the resylts Within 1 ¢4 2 percent. Rusk,

in describfng the stonificance of the Erection, saig that gritain Ysually dgesn'y
Mmake great Changes 'jp direction when a ney Party come: Tn.  He indicateq that

principles enunciated 1p the 20tn, 215t ang 22nd Congress He saig thepe are‘some
1ndfcatfﬂns that Gromyko wig be replaceg He saig that an ASsociated Bress tape
from Hnscnw. which he hag in his Rang, Tirecten 4 new blage 403inst Rag Cnrng.
indfcating not much change in attituge in thet area. With respect to the ETifffES
test explusinn, Rusk saig we should pe Careful not 24 downgrade the:r Eaaeu;]:;;i:
2y




teo much., He said that the President's decision to announce in Saptember that the
Chinese were ready to conduct a test was a good thing because it prepared many
countries for the event. He said that in the long run this will add to the
prestige of the Chinese government. He said that the U.S. will be in touch with
the Japanese and the Indian governments to try to mitigate the effects on these
countries.

Rusk said he thought there would be some advantage for the President to make a
television statement on the Chinese situation, the Russian situation, the British
election, etc., McNamara also urged the President to 'consider a report to the
American pecple on these matters. President Johnson questioned the value of this,
asking what he might be able to add to what he had already said. Bundy said that
it might be too soon to say in detail what he might say, but we will know in two
or three days; he could certainly give a number of facts and could reassure the
American people that the United Kingdom Labor government is not communistic. Rusk
also gave a number of arguments why the President should give such a television
talk, The President then asked that he be given quickly some ideas upon which to
base such a talk, and Rusk indicated he would have a draft for him this afterncon.

The President then turned to Carl Rowan and asked what people around the world are
saying. Rowan replied that they are saying a lot. The Japanese and the
Yugoslavians have let out a blast against the Chinese. Sweden and other
Scandinavian countries have said that the Chinese should now be admitted to the
U.N. He also thought that there would be some pro-Chinese effects in Africa. He
felt that the U.5. will need to use every persuasive effort in 1ts power to
counteract some of these pro-Chinese effects.

President Johnson indicated it is important to remain calm, that is, avoid a panic
attitude, but aiso to make it clear to the American people that we are alert to
the situation. The President said that we should give serious consideration to
having the top people of the Congressional Foreign Relations and Armed Services
Committees in for a briefing, and he mentioned such congressional leaders as
Russell, Fulbright, McCormack, and Mansfield, and that perhaps the meeting should
be held on Monday, October 19th. He said that Rusk, McNamara and [ should be
among those to give them an outline of the situation. He indicated that Bundy
might tell the press that we are having periodic meetings with the congressional
leadershin, and that a bipartisan group was going to be brought in for such a
meeting., He asked whether Rusk and McNamara see any hazards in this course of
action. Rusk felt that such a course of action would be 0.K. if the congressional
leaders were given a few days' notice. He said that maybe there should be a
meeting with the Cabinet on Monday for a preview of the meeting with congressional
leaders on Tuesday.

The President then went quickly around the table and asked a number of us,
including me, whether we agreed with this plan. I indicated that I did. He
reiterated that Bundy might tell the press that we are having such a meeting, and
that it would be here, rather than sending men all over the country to brief these
ieaders, Bundy mentioned the advantages of having the congressional leadership
meeting on Monday and the Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. Rusk indicated that he
preferred it the other way around. The President indicated that this should be
thought about carefylly before a decision is made, and McNamara agreed.

Sundy asked whether I had anything to add with respect to the Chinese bomb test
situatign, and [ said that I feel we should be very careful not to underestimate

or downgrade [hinese capabilities or future course of action. [ said that they
may have deliberately planned to set off two or more weapons in guick succession.
ihis seemed 1o impress President Johnson, and he said that McNamara, LeMay, andy g e



might get together in order to be ready to participate in the briefings that had
Previously been discussed. 7 i

anything else of an alarming natyure that is coming up, and McCone didrn't indicate
anything in particular,

The President then went on to discuss the Jenkins Case. The President indicated
that he hag Jenkins in his effice about ten days ago and told him to issue an
order to all department ang agency heads admonrishing them on the importance of
proper security measures and security clearances, He said he wanted to admonish
US 2gain as to the need for precautionary steps, and he emphasized that this
applied to every one of us. He safd that when he came into the presidency, he had
asked for an FgJ check on everybody in the White House. He said that the FBI ang
the Secret Service filed the information on Jenkins's 1gsg arrest so that he
(President Johnson) didnt Know about it, and that the first he learned of it W2
last Wednesday (October 14th) at abaut 5 or b p.m. when he was With Mrs. Kennedy
in New York and somebody told him about it. He asked Bundy to get together with
B111 Moyers to pe syre that everyone is Security checked, beginning first in the
White House and then outside.

The President sald that the People who are exploiting the Jenkins case are more
expert on McCarthyism than McCarthy himself. He saig that they are using improved
methods. He Indicated that since September one of the biggest corporations in the
country has been paying $1,000 i week, plus $B0D a week for expenses. tg
investigatﬂrﬂ to work to get derogatory information on him and Mrs . Johrson,  He

Dilion and others should make complete checks gf the security system. Hornig said
he thought ;3 areat deal could be done by dutomating the records of the FBI.
President Johnson asked Hornig tg J€t a plan far this, ang Hornig said he would do
50. The President went an to ask whether the FBI hag interviewed a number of us,
and McNamara and Rusk indicated that they had, but that they had told the FRI that
they had no contacts with Jenking On security sensitive issues.

The President went On to say that he hag never used Jemkins on security sensitive
issues. The President recaliled that Jenkins was Secretary to the dean of the
faculty at the University when he firgt employed him, which was about the same
time that he emp loyed Connzlly. He recalled that, after than, denkins went into
the Army on his gwn initilative, ang that when he came back he calieqd Johnson to
politely 1nquire whether Johnson needed him back on the job. As an indication of
Jenkins's character. the President related that Goldwater's aide had come to

it on the basis that Goldwater needed him. (This was the aide who later resigned
anyway.) At the conclusion of these remarks, the President arose tg leave the
room and the meeting was adjourned.

At 1:30 p.m. [ had lunch at the Golden Ox (1515 "L* Street, N.W.} with members of
the Chemical Education Material Study Steering Committee.

Sunday, October '8, 1964 - p.c. - Philaﬁelnhia, Pennsylvania

I read AEC papers, after which I took DManne and Abbe to Rock Creek Nature Center
where we hiked the two nature trails and took 2 45-minute natyre w2ik with the
ranger-naturalist,

At 7:30 p.m. John Napier and | jeft dashington 0.C. by train and arrived in
Philade!phia, Pennsylvania, 2t 9:45 p.m. We stayed overnight at tre
Believue-Stratford Hotel.
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