Wyden Statement on Alleged Large-Scale Collection of Phone
Records

Thursday, Juns &, 2013

Washington, D.C. — U.5, Senator Ron Wyden {D-Ore.}, released this statement following news reports alleging that the U5,
Government has collected the phone records of millons of Vertzon customers. Wyden ks a senlor member of the Senate
hteligence committes.

“The program Senators Feinsteln and Chambliss publicly referred to today |5 one that | have been concerned
about for years. | am barred by Senate rules from commenting on some of the defalls at this time. However, |
belisve that when law-abiding Americans call their frisnds, whao they call, when they call, and where they call from
Is private Information. Caollecting this data about every single phone call that every American makes svery day
would be a massive Invasion of Americans’ privacy.

The administration has an obligation to give a substantive and timely response to the American people and | hope
this story will force a réal debate about the goavemment's domestic survelilance authorities. The American people
havs a right to know whether their goavernment thinks that the sweeping, dragnet surveillance that has besn
dliegad In this story Is allowed under the law and whether It |s actually being conducted. Furthermors, they have
a right to know whaether the program that has been described Is actually of value In preventing atiacks. Based on
several years of oversight, | bellsve that Its value and sffectivensss remain unclear.”

§. 9N RonWyden Follow

RE: #NSA tracking- Who law-abiding Americans call,
when they call, & where they call from is private
information 1.usa.gov/11v2CYb

T8 22 :




