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Mam‘orandum of Coaversation

DATE: J'Me 8, 1976
TIME:12:00 noon
o ‘ . PIACE: Santiage, Chile
sussECT: U.S.-Chilean Relations - ({(Pregildent Pinachet's
- Qffice)
Chile Project (#5199900030:
U.S. Depantment of State
: ‘Release Excise_ - Denv___
Augusto Finochet, President  Declassify: In Pan LﬂruL"hmm_
. Patricie Carvajal, Fareign Miq&gﬁgxbm@g .
Manuel Tricco, Ambaccador to United Stages
Ricardo Clarc, 0AS/CA Confer:zice Coordlnatcr for
Chilean Government

PARTICIPANTS: Chile

Onited States

The Sccxetrry

William D. Ruyers, Assistant Secreta.ry for Intar~
American Affairs

Anthony Eervas (Interpreter)

_. ‘n:smnmom " “ﬁmﬁss\ﬂm . . | ..

) 13 The Secretary: This is a beautiful building. The cunference
-f _ is well organized. Are you meebing with all
i

the delegations? p

i Pinochet: Yes. Twn or threc a day. I want to tell you
wa are grateful that yuu have come to the
conferenca. . -

-

The Secretary: It is an honor. I was touched by the popuiar
reception when I arrived. I have a strong
feeling of Iriendship in Chile,

Pinochet: This is a country of warm-hearted peopla, who L
love liberty. This is the reason they did not :
accept Coumunism when the Communists attoempt
to take over the country. - It is a long &
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K struggle we are a part of. It is a’

' : further stage of the same conflict which
erupted into the Spanish Civil War. and
we noté the fact that though the Spaniards
tried to stop Communism 40 years ago,

it is springing up again in Spain,

The Secretary: We had the Spanish Ring recently, and I
discussad that very issue with him.

ot Pingchet: T havae alwaye been agzinst Communism.
L - + During the Vict-Nam War, I met with some
L of your military and made clear to them
i my anti-Communism, and told them . hoped
they could bring about its defeat.

Tha Secretarvy: In Viel-Nam, we defeated ourselves through
our ianternal divisions. There is a world-
wide propaganda campaign by the Communists.

Dinochet: Chile is suffering from that propagarda
-‘effort. Unfortunately, we do not have
the millions needed for counter »ropaganda.

The Secretary: I must say your spokesman (Sergio Niez)
was very effective in this morning's
General Assembly session in explaining
e your position. In the United Statas, -
T as you know, wa are sympathaetic with what 'éE—*
S you are trying to da here. I think that
the previous govermment was hended toward
. Communism. We wish your governmenl well.,
At the game timp, we face massive domestic
problems, in all braaches of Lhie gavernment,
espeoinlly Congress, but also in the '
- Executive, over the issue of human rights.
R : A3 you know, Cunyress 1s now debating
S further cestraints on aid to Chile., We
are upposed. But basically we don't want
to intervene in your damestic affairs.
We can’'t be precise in our proposals akout
" what you should do. But this is a problem
which complicates our relationships and
the etforts of those who are friends
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Chile. T am gqoing to speak about humen
rights thig afternoon in the General
Assarbhly. X dclaycd my statement uatll
I could talk to yowu. I wanted you to
underztand my position. Ve want to déal

- in moral persuasiuu, not by legal sanctions.
It is for Lhilis reason that we oppose the
RKennedy Amendment.

In my statement, I will treat human rights
in general terms, and human rightsg in a
world context. I will refer in two para-
graphs to the report con Chile of the OAS
Human Rights Commission., X will say that
the human rights issue has impaired
relations betwesn the U.S5. and Chila.

This -is partly the result of Congressional
actions. I will add that I hope you will
shortly remove thnse obstacles.

I will =lse call attention to the Cuba
report And to the hypocricy of some who
~eall attention to human rights as a means
of intervening in govermments. I can do
no less, without producing a reacliova in
the U.S8. which would lead Lo leyislative
rogkrictions. The speech ls not aimed

at Chile. I wanted tv tell you about this.
My evalualion is that you are a victim of
2l . all lelft-wing groups around the world,
L ' and that your greatest sin was that you

; ' overtnrew a government which was going

Communist. But we have a practical
problem we have to take intc account,
without bringing about pressures incompatible
with your dignity, and'at the same time
which does not lead to U.S. laws which will
undermine our relationship.

It would really healp if you would let us
know the maasures you are taking in the
. human rights field. None of thig ia said
- with the hopa of undexrmining your govermment.
I want you to succeed and I want to relalin

the possibility of aid.
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If we defeat the Rennedy amendment, --
I don't know if yon listen in on my
phone, but if you do you have just heard
: me issfie instructions to Washinglon to
. make Aan all-out effort to do just thaf ~—
if we defeat it, we will deliver the
F~5E's as we agreed to do. We held up
for a while in others to avoid providing
additional ammunitiun to our enemies.

Pinoachet: We are returning to institutionallzation
step Ly step. DBut we are constantly :
being attacked by the Christian Democeratics.
They have a strong voice in Washington.
Not the people in the Pentagon, but they
do get through to Congress., Gabriel Valdez
has access. Also Letelier. L

. i -
"-l The Secretary: I have notseen a Christian Demoarat for
3 years,
0 ’ . .
" Plnochet: Also Tomic, and others I don't recall. é&:"

Letelier has agcess to the Congres3. We
oW they are giving false information.

. ¥You see, we have no expericnce in govera-
ment. We are worried absout cur imaye. .
In 2 few days we will publish Lhe
L constitutional article on human rights,

P and also another setting up the Council

A . of State. There are a aourmber of eftorts

' we arc making Lo muve to institutionaliza-

. tion. In the economic area, we have paigd

L our debls, after the renegotiation. We
' are paying $700 million in debts with
interest this year. We have made land
reforms. And we are taking other
constitutional measures. We have freed
most detained prisoners. There have been
60 more just recently. In Septeambar 11,
1974, I challenged the Soviets to sat
free their prisoners. But they haven't

" dome so, while we have anly 400 pecplc
who are now detained. On international
relationsg, we ars doing wall. In the
case of Bolivia, we have extcnded ocur goud
will., It a1l depends now on Teru.

L N
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I have the impression that Peru is nct
very sympathetic.

You are right. Peru does ﬁot wish to
see the idea praposed.

© Peru tald me they would get no port out

of the arrangement.

Peru is arming. Peru is trying to buy

a carricr from the Britlsh for $140

million. It is also bullding four torpedo
Peru is preaking. the

arms balance in the South Pacific. It has

60C tanks from the Soviet Union. We are

dolog what we can to sustain ourselves

in case of an emergency.

What are you doing?
Wa are largely modifying old armaments,

fixing junked units. We are a peapls
with energy. We have no Indians.

‘I gather Chile qenerﬁ]]y wins its wara.

We have never Tost a war. We arc a proud |
people. On the human rights front, we aze
slowly making progresc We are now down
to 400. Wa have frced more, And we are
also changing some sentences so that the
prisoners can be sligible fcr leaving.

If you could group the releases, ‘instead of

releases, that would be better for the
psycliclogical impact of the releases. What
I mean is not that you should delay, but
that you should group the releases.. But,
%0 return to the military aid question,
1 really don't know how it will go

The Buchanan amendment is workable,

I repeat that if the House version succeceds,
then we will send tha planes.

———————
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(Discusses the technical aspects of
tha 1875, 1976 and 1977 legislation.)

The problem is pnuw in the 5enate} for.
the FY 1877 blll. ¥raser has already
had his «sendment passed by the House.:

I understand, We have our position on
that, My statement and our position
are designed to allow us to say to the

. Congress that we are talking to the Chilaan

govermment and therefore Congrass naed

not act. We had the choice whethar I
should come ar not. Wa thought it better -
for Chile if I czme. My statament iz not
offensive te Chile. Ninety-five pcrcent

of what I say s applicable to all the
goverhrents of the Hemisphere. It includes
things your ewn people have said. :

That's true. We arc strongly in favor
0f strengthening the OAS Commission,

We arc not asking Lha OAS to endorse _
anything. I have talked with other delega-
tionas. We want an outcame wWhich is not
But as
friends, I must tell you that we face a
situation in the United States where we
must be able to point to events here in
Chile, or wa will be defzated. ASs Angola
demonstrates, Congress is in a mood of
destructiveness. We were in a goced position
in Angola. We thought Angola enuild become
the Viet-Nam of Cuba. This would have .
occurred if Cuba had hegun to sustain
20 casualities a week.  Cuba could not
have stood that fer long. We had the forces
for that. Congress stoppcd ua. DTut I

am persuvaded that the Executive, whoever
is alected, will bc stronger afiLer the

. alection. - -

How doas the US see the problem between
Chila and Peru?

PEZRETNODLS
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{after a pause) We would not like %o sag
gtccnflict. Much depends on who begine
it.

The quéstion is really how to prevent.
the beginning.

The American peopla would ask who iy

‘advancing on whonm.

But you know what's going on here. You
see it with your satellites,

Well, I can assuce you that 1f you take
Lima, you will rave little U.S. support.

We 414 it once, & hundred years ago. It
would be difficult now, in view of the
present balance of forces. .

If Peru attacked, this would be a serious=
matter for a country armed with Soviet
equipment. It would be serious. Clearly
we would oppose it diplomatically. But

it all depends, bevond that. It is not
easy to generate support for U.S. military
action these days-

We most fight with our owm arms?

I distinguish between praferences and
probabilities. It depends how 1t

happens. If there is naked aygression,

that means greater, morse general resistance.

Assume the worst, that,is to say, that Chile
is the aggreysor. Peru defends itself,

- and then attacks us. What happens?

It's not that easy. We will know who the
aggresser is. If you are not the aggressor,
then you will have support. But aggression

- doeg not resglve intermational dispntes.

One side can stage an incident. Rut
generally we will know who the Aggrag

or is.
SELRETAODES
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in the case of Bolivia, if we give

. Balivia some territory, Bolivian

territory might be guaranteed by the
American states. )

I have supported Bolivia in its aspiratiuvgs
to the sea, but da la Flor is not hapyy
about ie.

If we gzve some territory tuv Bollivia, |
and then permitted Peru to the use the
port, Pexu wonld geb everything it needs.

It is my feeling Peru will not accept.

. I am coocernied very much by the Peruvian

situation. Circumstances might produce
agyrasslon by Peru. Why are they buying
tanks? ‘hey have heavy artillery, 155°'s.
Peru is more inclined to Russia than the
U.¥., Russia supports their people 100%.
We are behind you. You are the leader.
But you have a punitive system for your
friends.

There is merit in -what you say. It iz
a curious time in the C.S.

We solved +he problem of the large .
transnational enterpriscs. We repsgoutiated -
the exprc?rlationa, ard demonslidated cur '
gosd faith by making prﬁmph payments on the
indabtaedness.

I+ is unfortunate. We have been through -
Viet-Nam and Watergate. We have to wait
until the elections. We welcomed the
overthrow 0f the Communist~inclined
yuvernment here. We are not cut to

weaken yvour position. On foreign aggression,
it .would be a grave situation if one were
attacked. That would constitute a direct
threat to the inter-American system.

There is massive Cuban influenc in Paru.
Many Cubaris are there. The Per’/iang may
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be pushed. And what happens to the
thousands of Cuban soldiers naw ia
Africa, when they’are no langer naaded
tkere, *

If there are Cuban troops involved in a
Peruvian attack, then the problem is edsy.
We will not permit a Cubar military force
of 5,000 Cubans in Pcru.

They now have a system, where the 'Peruvians
enter in groups of 20, but the Peruvian
registry registers only 1.

Thé Cubans are not éood Soliders.

But there is the danger [ohad 1rresponslble
attack.

There is, I am
told, a real chance. that Cuba could airlifse
trooDns to Peru.

This would change the situation, and the
guastion then is easy. We will not permit
Cuba another military adventure. A war
between Peru and Chile would be 2 complex
thlnq, but a2 war bhetween Cuba and

Chile or ogthers, we would not be indiffecent.’

Your planners were down here in 1974.

‘They did not believs that thare was a

The Soviets use Cuba for
Angola has since

Cuba threat.
aggression, I argued.
confirmed this,

We will not tolerate another Cuban military
move. After the election, we will have
massive trgouble if they are not out of
Angola. Secondly, I also feel stronger
that we can’'t accept coexistence and

We have tha
conditions now for a more realistie policy.
It would help you if you had some human
rights progress, which could be anncunced
in packages, The most important ara the
constitutional quarantees. The precise
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numbers of prisonecs is subgrdinate.

Right to halbeas corpus Is also important.
And if yuu could give us advanced informa-
tion of.your human rights efforts, we

could use this. As to the Christian
Democrats, we are not using them. I
haven't seen cne since 1969, We want

to remove the weapons in the arms of

our enemies., It is a phenomennan that we
deal with special severity with our friends.
I want to see our relations and frjendahip
improve. I mencouraged the OAS to have its
General Assembly here. I knew it would

2dd prestige to Chile. I came for that
reason. We have suggestiona. We want to
help. not vadermine you. You did & great
snrvice to the West in overthrowing Allende.
Otherwieé Chile would have followed Cuba.
Then there would have been nv human rights

- oxr a Human Rights Commission.

We provided the General Assembly the
answers to some of the Secretary's
suggestions, What will be missing will

"be our explanation of the coming

constitutional acts.
Can you do those while the OAS is here?

We have wanted to avoid dcing anything
while the OAS is here, gince it then ..
locks as though we did it to dampen

OAS pressure. We might be able teo in

30 days. '

If we can, wa are prepazed to say we
have the imprassion that the conatilutional

act is helpful,.
T discussed it in my inaugural speech.

“‘
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