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E.O. 13526: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, ASEC, SNAR, KJUS, MX 
SUBJECT: Two Mass Graves Containing 48 Bodies Discovered in the San 
Fernando Area 

REF: A) 10 MATAMOROS 226; 

1. (SBU) On April 2 and 6 Mexican authorities uncovered two mass 
graves (narcofosas) containing 48 bodies, two reportedly wearing 
police uniforms, in the small community of La Joya near ,San., F·ernandQ, .. 
in Tamaulipas (see map below) . Some of the bodies are in an advanced 
state of decomposition and others appear to have died within the last 
7-10 days. The Mexican Army (SEDENA) is in charge of the body 
recovery and PGR is handling the investigation, with Tamaulipas 
officials conducting autopsies and running DNA tests to assist in 
identifying the remains. Officials have yet to identify any of the 
victims. 

2. (SBU) San Fernando, approximately 80 miles sc~th~~f Matamoros on 
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the., road to Ciudad Victoria, has been the site of much Transnational 
Crimi~al Organization (TCO)-related violence. In August 2010 the 
bodies of 72 migrants, presumably murdered by the Los Zetas TCO, were 
discovered in San Fernando (Reftel A) . 

3. (SBU) Comment: The bodies are likely either TCO members, 
victims of TCO kidnappings, or victims of highway violence. 
According to official sources at least 24 people have been kidnapped 
from Tamaulipas highways in recent weeks, including a g~9up pulled 
off an intercity bus on March 23. Post will work with Mexican 
authorities to determine if any of the victims are American citizens. 
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