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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT:

Telcon with Mi
USSR

PARTICIPANTS:

The President
il Gorbachev, USSR President
Zarechnak ·
Interpreter: Dmit
Notetaker:
Ed A. Hewett, NSC Staff

DATE, TIME
AND PLACE:

September 27, 1991, 9:22 - 9:50 am
Oval

1 Gorbachev, President of the

Mikhail, how are you?
George, hello.
very much want to talk.
(U)

(

)

(U)
I received your letter.

I

Good.
rst, I want to extend my cordial best
wishes.
I would like to go through the talking points and get a
reaction to them.
~
OK.
In general I discussed them with my
colleagues from the Ministry of De
and the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs, and asked them to give me a preliminary
analysis.
I listened to the experts. ~)
This is a major
That
my
one
us to cons

United States.

you
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e clarificat
I can only
answer
must
-- and

Since you're urging
-- since
is a posit

How about if I say

I've
has had no time
am inclined to believe his

I understand.
Mikhail
iat
be pas

I think that wi
be very good.
I wanted
you'll
at 8:30 our t
, I
on our news program "Vremia" at
, mention that we've talked,
and then on that program give a positive response. ~r
The President: There's just one complication.
I won't give the
speech now until 8:00 p.m. our time -- 3:00 a.m. your time.
I
changed
because we wanted to be on prime time so that the
majority of the American people could hear it.
~
OK, then I'll respond tomorrow.
Very good.

~

(U)

There are certain points on which I have
some questions. First, we hope that we will get more detailed
information from you on each point.
Is that agreed? ~

(

)

Absolutely.

j/21

Do you have any intention to include other
nuclear powers in this process? Are you calling on them to get
involved? J,.&1'
asked
cert

I consu
to be involved.
ention to

with Major and
rand.
I haven't
We will t
the lead.
It
further wi
them.
~
t
just a
I am not
a

u.s.

SEQREI
Another
which was not
affect
er-based arms
ear [naval] fleet? ~

have
bases.

nuclear
fleet is not af
weapons removed from them and

it
anes will
the

)jll)

OK, thank you. In conclusion, I would like
following question. What forum can we
use to
s
arise about
U.S. i
iative?
When you were here, we talked of sett
up a group to discuss
strat
stabil y. Maybe that group s the appropriate one to
clarify all remaining questions? ~
That's an interest
idea.
I like that. Let me
get back to you soon. It should be broader than just mil ary,
but obviously the mil ary should be comfortable with this. ~)
President Gorbachev: OK. Thank you.
I want again to
congratulate you on this major proposal. It is a historic
initiative, comparable to Rejkavik. ~
I also wanted to run it by Yel'tsin.
I don't
know where he is. He was on vacation, but I don't know where he
is now. Jt(!:)
We sent him the information. I would like to do the courtesy of
ling him.
If we miss him, tell him we tried.
~
President Gorbachev: OK, I'll do that George.
I also want to
say that I appreciated meeting with Jim and discussing with Brady
the U.S. financial system. ~
Thank you for the courtesy of receiving them.
try
to follow up on those conversations.
~
ion to Major
of our
11
,J:8'r
I

