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• 
1. THIS MESSAGE RELATES TO ACTIONS STEMMING FROM 

THE PUEBLO INCIDENT AND CONTAINS INFORMATION WHICH 

IS EXTREMELY SENSITIVE AT THIS TIME. THERE IS NO ---....---____, 
OBJECTION TO YOUR DISCUSSING ITS CONTENTS WITH YOUR 

MAJOR SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS AND INITIATING THOSE 

STAFF ACTIONS REQUIRED SO LONG AS BOTH THE INFORMATION 

DISSEMINATED AND THE ACTIONS TAKEN WILL NOT RESULT IN 

- PUBLIC DISCLOSURE. 

2 ;· THE ADMINISTRATION IS CURRENTLY FOCUSING ON - . ~"-') 

DIPLOMATIC ACTIONS TO OBTAIN RETURN OF THE PUEBLO AND 

~W • THESE ACTIONS ARE NUMEROUS AND SOME ARE IN 

THE STUDY STAGE~ THEREFORE, I WILL NOT DETAIL THEM 

TO YOU· IN THIS CONNECTION, HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD KNOW 

THAT THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY DOES NOT DESIRE TO CREATE 
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OBSTACLES TO A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION BY FACING THE 

NORTH KOREANS AND THE SOVIETS WITH AN ULTIMATUM OR 

WITH MILITARY ACTIONS WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED AS 
I" ..... 

A PRELUDE TO AN ULTIMATUM. MOREOVER, THERE ARE 

DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEMS WHICH MUST BE TAKEN 

INTO ACCOUNT IN PURSUING BOTH DIPLOMATIC AND MILI­

TARY ACTIONS. • 

3. ~ .... ]!E_~.~~~~ ALONG THE FOLLOWING 

LINES: 

A· TO PLACE IN SOUTH KOREA OR IN SQ.N_T.I.G.U..QI,JS 

WATERS APPROXIMATELY 300 US TACTICAL AIRCRAFT· 
0 •-,"~--r~---··~~<•<-u•--" ' ',-~ .. 

,_, ... ·· 
THESE WILL- INCLUDE FOR THE IIJ1E BEING ENT~E 

0 AND KITTY HAWK WHEN SHE COMES OFF STATION TOMORROW. 

MOVEMENT OF AIRFORCE TACTICAL AIR UNITS IS DEFER­

RED FOR THE TIME BEING. 

B • T 0 cD:..:I:.:V~E::_R..:._T _ _:1:.:0~,~0:::_0 :_0 ~T:_:O~N::_S_O~f_::.A~I~R_M~U:..!.N.!..:I:..!.T..=.I.Y-JQ N S 

·.fROM THE PIPELINE TO SOUTH VIETNAM TO KOREA. THE 
··-~-

SOUTHEAST ASIA PIPELINE WILL BE REIMBURSED .THIS 

QUANTITY. 

c. TO CALL UP AIR NATIONAL GUARD, AIR 

RESERVE AND NAVAL AIR RESERVE UNITS, TOTALLING _j 

FHONE 

·-~- -----·~---~---·------------1~--+--
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SOME 372 AIRCRAFT OF ALL TYPES. 

D· TO DIVERT TO KOREA CERTAIN BULLPUP, SHRIKE, 

WALLEyE, FALCON, SPARROW AND SIDEWINDER ASSETS, .. " 
OTHERS TO BE DETERMINED· 

E· IN ADDITION TO NAVAL TASK GROUP 70-6, TO 

DEPLOY TO KOREAN WATERS A FORCE OF--~~­

~VEILLANCE AND ATTACK SUBMARINES. 
• 

f. TO REQUEST AUTH~RITY TO MOVE FROM CONUS 

0 ~~~~-TO.~;y~D~_:o@0· AND AP-
PROPRIATE TANKER SUPPORT. 

G. TO R~QUEST AN INCREASE OF ABOUT 8,500 

MEN IN ARMY--FORCES KOREA TO RAISE THE US MANNING 

LEVEL TO ABOUT 90 PERCENT OF THE TABLES OF 

ORGANIZATION. 

H· TO ESTABLISH A ,D~ONE RECONNAISSANCE 
·• .... · 
CAPABILITY UTILIZING KADENA AND SOUTH KOREA· 

I. TO EXAMINE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL 

HELICOPTER ASSETS IN KOREA AND ASCERTAIN, IF ~E­

QUIRED, THE SOURCE OF HELICOPTERS AND CREWS. 
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4· IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE APPROVAL, APPROVAL 

IN PRINCIPLE, OR RECOMMENDED ACTIONS, THE JCS ARE 

0 E).(AMINING. URG~.NTL Y VAR~OUS MILITARY ACTIONS ~ICH 

WE MIGHT TAKE AGAINST N.ORTH KOREA, IF DIRECTED. 

FRANKLY, THE RANGE OF ACTIONS POSSIBLE IS NOT GREAT· 

FOR EXAMPLE, WE ARE EXAMINING A POSSIBLE MINING OR 

A COMBINATION OF AIR STRIKES AND MININ~ OF WONSAN 

HARBOR~ A REPETITION OF THE PUEBLO MISSION USING 

BANNER WITH APPROPRIATE NAVAL AND AIR PROTECTION. 

WE ARE, OF COURSE, PLANNING TO FLY BLACK SHIELD 

RECONNAISSANCE ASAP, TO BE FOLLOWED BY DRONE RECON-

NAISSANCE WHEN OPERATIONALLY FEASIBLE. IF YOU HAVE 
------------------------------------

ANY PROPOSALS AS TO ACTIONS WE MIGHT TAKE, I WOULD 

APPRECIATE HAVING THEM. IN ADDITION, I WOULD WELCOME 

, YOUR VIEWS CONCERNING COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS AND 
~- ' .. 

OPERATIONAL CONTROL IN THE AREA. I WILL KEEP YOU 

INFORMED OF DEV.ELOPMENTS TO INCLUDE THE DECISION OF 

HIGHER AUTHORITY FOR THE ACTUAL MOVEMENT OF UNITS TO 

KOREA· GP 1 

DECIJ!:~Of!IJ?JJn.D 
E.G .. :2953, b<:.'J. ~t?. .J 
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