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- Psychological Analvsis

1. All of Commander Bucher's Navzl sexrvice records
have been reviewed, These include his fitness re-

ports, background investigative reports and medical

records. We have also had the opportunitv of inter-

v1ew1ng a Naval officer in the Washiagton axea who (AP TENRERS F
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waskguOJect's commanalng ofrlc-_, imwediately orior
to Subject's assignment to the Puello. We hawve also
listened to the tapes of his purpexted confession.
2. We believe we have acguirad a reasonable undsr-
standing of Subject as a person. Soms judgements
about his reactions can be stated with conviction.
Others which are based on infsrencss must be con-
sidered more speculative.
3. Nothing in the data reviewed raises any gues-
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tions abcut the DUbJeCt'S~i3_ilEf The statement

alleged to have besn written by Sudbject in 1

Korea after his capturse is inconsistsnt with anv-

thing he might have composed voluntarilv. Nothing

suggests that he would sign a praspared statement
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voluntarily or under slight duress. Nothing in-
. . .RM

dicates that Subject could haﬁe been broughﬁ to
Mv N et

the point of utter capitulation in a brisf period

s

of time even under intense’psycholoq;gg;mggﬁxgigg
by his captors. |
e T _
4. The question then is whether in a relatively
short veriod of time he could hzve bsen brought %o
the pecint of sicning 2 "confession" written in |
something like the terms published by the North
Korean Government. We understand that technical
2nalysis of the taped "confession" indicates that
} it probably is Subject's voice but that the tape
has been ;g&isié_figiiiifiy. Although we have
no information about his treatment after capture,
in order to answer this guestion, and understanding of

his personality make~up is needed. On the basis

of the following analysis of his background and
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. personality, we beli=va it is possible that he
could have been brought to the point of signing

,‘ -
same kind of document, whica lzzer could de ex-

ploited, without his realizing its significance.
5. Subject is 40 yezrs old, married, and the father

of two boys. When he was three his mother died in
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an accident. Although his father and grandmother were
both alive, for reasons unclear he entered Boy's Town.

when he was 14 (1941), where'he was twilce elected

president of his class and was captain of the football Nﬂﬁq *M*‘
w”

team. However, his scholastic record was not outstand) W‘t £
ing. Upon graduation from hlgh school he enlistad
in the Navy and served three years. In oxder to"\

gqualify for OCS he enrollied in the University of §‘ 1?

he reported to one officer that he had a master's
degree in paleontology, his Navy officer's records
do not support this. ‘ -
6. His early performance in the Navy was only

- "'\ ) I
average. He was about two or three years older |

than most of his -rank. During his earxly years

in the Navy he was consistently described as an

active, highly motivated young man who was eager

to perform well but who needed somewhat more super-

vision than officers of his rank. It is also evi-

dent that he had a strong ineclination to become too

invelved with his men. He was given his weakest

ratings on factors relating to military bearing,
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¢§ selected for such a post. He was quite dissppointe
R .
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“informant indicated his belief that Subject had been -/
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Ip_general his ove:all ratings placed him in the
1ower half of offiéers of hi; aée and rank. wﬁ
7. His primary duty was with the submarine ser&ice
and he obvioﬁsly deéiréd to become a submarine skipper.

There are indications that he fz2l1t he would not be

when he was not given a susmarine connand and was de-
tailed to the Pusblo in;tead.'

8. It was whén he was given his first ﬁormand that
some signs of strain became evident. He& worked very
hard in getting the Pueblo reedy for sea. Indeed he
pushed so hard that he was criticized.for being too

demanding with the civilians outfitting the ship. i

P

During this period he becams involved in a securiii/ﬁ“
ne

investigation after being arrested for gambling.

drinking on duty. No administrative action resulted

from this investigation.

9. From this material we are able to draw certain
inferences, but we wish to undarscore that they are

only inferences.
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- has been to establish the credikility of the North

Political Analysis

J1. Pyongyang's propagaﬁda exploitaﬁion.of
ﬁhe seizure of the Pueblo hzs consisted primarily
of two alleged statements made by Commander Bucher.
Bucher's first statement was a "conifession" broad-
cast on 24 January. #is sécond statement, broad-
cast two days later, was described as an interview
by the North Kcresan press. This "interview,"
excent for a few additions, closelv follows the
first statement. The statements attributed to
Commander Bucher are Ior tﬁe most part straight
recitals of Communist propagandz and were obviously
dictated by Pyongyang. As such, however, they do
indicate some aspects of the position Pyongyang
now appears to be taking in regard to the Pueblo’'s

capture.

12. The most obvious intent of the statements X

s

Korean version of the Pueblo's capture. Bucher's

-

statement that the Pueblo had deliberately "deeply

R
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intruded into the coastal waters" of North Korea

s

at the time of its capture is highlighted.
13.. After making this point, Bucher's state-

ments give detailed and somewhat lurid accounts of



the Pueblo's recent “provocative" activities.

Bucher was alleged to have confessed that the - -

Pueblo had also violated the waters of "Peoples
China and ofher socialist countries," and in fact
had entered North Korean wate#s after performing
"espionage assignments along‘#he Soviet Union's
maritime province." (The-ﬁqfth'3creéns perhaps
hoped that such a charge would make it difficult
for Chiné and the Soviet Union to withhold full
public support for their position. The Pueblo
had in fact gone directly from 5apan to its sta-
tion along the North Korean coast.)

14, in his statements, Bucher labeled the

Pueblo's mission as a "plain act of aggression”

“and stated that the ship operzted under the guise

of an oceanographic research vessel. He allegedly
stated that the Pueblo's mission was laid on by

the CIA and that he and his men were temptad to

‘undertake their mission by:CIA "dollars and honor."

The two civilians on board the ship were described

as "special espionage agents who are conducting
military espionage missions" as well as "other im-

portant, special assignments.”
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15. Such statements can be viewed largely as

. a predictable propaganda attempt to publicize and

discredit US 1nteTllgence~gather1ng oneratlons.
They also plainly 1nd1cate Dyong_{ang § concern to
pub11c12e the case it rlghtly or wrongly feels it
has for the retention or the Pueblo and its crew.
Bucher's statamants c’earlv 1nd1ca;e that Pyong-
yang Leels itseif in a p051tion toAbargain with
the Us cdncerning the Pueblo. in line with this,

a 28 January editorial in the authoritative North

.Koreah newspaper Nodong Sinmun depicts the Pueblo

incident as."a new flagrant trampling on the
Korean armistice agreement." This strongly im-
plies that Pyongvang sees the final disposition

of the Pueblo and its crew as & subject of nego-

tiation--no doubt lengthy--at Panmunjom.

16. The second Bucher statement, unlike the

first one, draws a connection between the capture

d
-

of the Pueblo and the war in Vietnam. Commandex

Bucher.allegedly stated that the Pueblo's mission

against North Korea was in preparation for "a
‘new waerf aggression in Asia" and added that the

- US "regards Korea and Vietnam as two fronts" of

the war.
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17. It is ihteresting to note that Bucher's

;. second statement, 1ssued after Pyongyang ‘had had

additional. tlme to rerlect upon the publlc posi-

tion it wished to adopt stressed a connection with

Vletnam. Whatevev the deg*ee of prenedltatlon in~
volved in the capture of the Dueblo, Pyoncyang now
apparentlv sees its selzuee o; our ship as a way
to support HanOL bv plaC1ng dlveISLOnarv pressure
on the Us. North Korean propaganda in recent months
has been 1ncreas;ngly concerned w1th linking "US
imperialism" in Vietnam and South Korea.' Pyong-
yang, it would appear, now ;ees its possession of
the.Pueblo and }ts crew as a_goldeh opporﬁunity to

intensify this ‘propaganda llne—-a factor militating

) agalnst an early release of the crew.

18. Another indication that Pyongyang probably

‘desires to retain the Pueblo and its crew for as

long as feasible is Commander Bucher's statement

&
»

 that he and his crew "should be punished in accord-

ance with the criminal law" of North Korea. A day

earlier, Nodong Sinmun likewise stated that members
‘of the crew were "criminals" who must "be dealt

with by law" and receive "due punishment." It

seems quite possible, however, that the crew will




not be brought to trial.  The first Bucher state-

‘ment concludes with a plea for léniency.._in the second

statement he is allowed to make a plea for the crew's |
release. Pyongyang has left open the option of re-
leasing the crew at any time;‘ ' |

19. 1In the last lnC1dent 1nvolv1ng the North
Korean cap ture of US W1¢1;arv personnel, two heli-

copter pllobs downed in Neort H Korea in May 1963 were

not released until after a year of negotiation at
Panmunsjom. During this time Pyongyaﬁg ignored a

variety of nommilitary pressufes and attempted to
pin charéeé of espionage and "criminal intent” on

the fliers. Thev were, in fact, successful in ex-
I
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tracting an apology from the US.

20. Commander Bucher's statements indicate that

the North Koreans would prefer to handle the Pueblo

R

‘case in a similar manner. It seems clear that they

e e

‘presently have no intention of swmnly releasing

the Pueblo and its crew upon demand. Probably mo-
tlvated by a desire to drag out the incident and

inflict the maximum amount of pressure and embarrass-

 ment upon’the US, thev seem intent on building a

strong propaganda case agalnet the crew, as crimi-

nals punlshabl= by North Koreqn law. Although
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 taking such action. . ...
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Pyongyang has carefully and obv;oﬁsly.préviaed;fb

an eventual release of the crew,-its propaganda ‘

statements indicate that North Korea willlp;éss fpr

at least an implicit US.admiésidﬁ'of guilt'bgfoté’_n.
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