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THE PUEBLO CASE HANGS FIRE 
No progress is visible in 

the Pueblo case although bilat
eral talks at Panmunjorn are con
tinuing. 

During the celebration of 
the "Korean People's ·Army" 20th 

Anniversary in Pyongyang, Premier 
Kim Il-song accused the Pueblo 

'of a "gangster-like, piratic act" 
which proved that "US maneuver
ings" for a new Korean war had 
reached a "grave stage." He in
sisted that the North Koreans do 
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not want war, but w~rned the us. 
would get "only corpses" if it 
tried to solve t~e case through 
"th=eat and ~lack::ta.:..l." 

Pyongyang ?ublicized a 
second, more detailed "confes
sion" bv ?uebl.o ca:::tain Bucher 
a:1d :::ublishe·:=. .:our- :::Jhotos of al
lege~ US dcc~~ents ~hich ~lace 
the vessel in Nort~ Korean ter
ritorial wa~ers en six occasions. 

Despite Pyon~fang's charges 
an armed incursion this week, 

level of incidents al the 
DMZ has been low. 

Soviet Partv Secre£arv Pono
marev visited Pyongyang on~9 and 
10 Februarv followinc ~is visit 
to :'okvo where he arid :::oliburo 
me~ber~Suslov had held-talks with 
the Ja anese Communist Pa 

mars'T s vis it, though or::e:::-ing a 
gesture of Hoscow's ":raternal" 
solidarity with North ~area, pro
vided no indication that.the So
vie':s had deoarted from. tneir 
oolicv of~minirnai ·in'volvement 
in the P~eblo issue. 

Fifteen Soviet ships, five 
of'them armed with missiles are 
de:::loved off Korea. Although most 
ha;Te remained in the Se.a of Jaoan 
north of the 38th parallel, a few 
have moved south of the line and 
are trailing the American task 
for:::e. 
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