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Subject: Communist China: .War Fears and Domestic Politics

The recently published slogans for China's 20th anniversary celebrations .

on October 1 1ntens1fy the current stress on the danger of war, and warn
'e3p1icit1y of atomic war. This focus reflects 1ncreased leadership concern
over the possibility of esca1ated military confrontation with the Soviets.
A]though the fear is genu1ne, its expression is also po11ticai1y useful to
Just1fy measures designed to restore order, and enforce 1abor d1sc1p11ne
'after another violent summer. Pek1ng s combined use of a war scare and mili-
tary crackdown may temporarily case mainland China's domestic malaise. But
it does not attack the problems under1y1ng d1sun1ty and indiscipline and'will

have Jittle long range effect, un]ess there is 1ndeed a war.

S1ogans Warn of Possible Atom1c War. Four of the twenty-nine siogans

) stress the danger of war. Numbers ‘10 and 11 call generally for 1ncreased

product1on and preparedness. Number 12 calls “for read1ness "at al] tnmes“ to
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destroy "enemy intruders." Number 22 asks peopIes of all countries to oppose -

“espec1a11y a war of aggression in- -which atom borbs are used as weapons
1aunched by the "1mper1a]1sts" or the "social 1mper1a11sts“ i.e., the Soviets

, August 28 Crackdown Billed as War Preparations Measure. The regime's

preoccupat1on w1th the SOV1et danger and its exploitation of the theme for
domest1c purposes have been reflected most concretely in a major Central

' Cpmmittee Directive dated August 28 and reportedly signed by Mao, which

i it has not boedt coordinaled elsewhere. ’ . declassification
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urges the entire country to prepare for war "ideologically, materially, and

physically." The directive authorizes troops to arrest "counterrevo1ufionaries"

and travellers without proper identification and contains provisions for -
establishing a more accurate population register; for rigidly enforcfngileave

ﬁimes, for speeding up construction, and‘for stor%ng,food.

Travellers rebort that- the directive has been widely disseminated and

discussed. The language apparently conveys-such an air of concern ‘that one .

traveller drew from it the implication that another majoruinc{dent on the :
Sino- Sov1et border would Tead to a declarat1on of war.

_Good Reason for a Crackdown. -This past summer, Tike every other summer

: of the Cultural Revo]ution, was a violent one. Fact1ona1 f1ght1ng reached

the highest 1eve15 since the summer of 1968 ‘with clashes reported in about a

dozen prov1nces, including four through which a keéy rail line runs to central

and westekn China. Robberies, murders, and gang fights were widespread,.

reflecting. popular disrespect for 1oca1 authority. ‘Stddenté sent to the -

_countrys1de were returning illegally and with -impunity. Labor'indiscibline

and unrest -- slowdowns, malingering and tard1ness and w1despread demands

for more pay - were at high 1eve]s.

A Palliative Rather than a Cure. Given increasingly serious intgrnai'
troub]és, nging had good reason to try to_crack down, even without the
threat of war. In the past, Peking has at differentrtimes both gxp]oited thé
war danger to promote political unity and authorized the military to mugz1e
factional fighting with force. In the August direcﬁ{«e, for the first time,

preparedness for war and coercive measures were linked explicitly. Moreover,
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the(cdercive measures appear more detailed and systematic than previous '

ones.

Nevertheless, the current round of military coercion is no more 11ke1y

" to prov1de a lasting solution to domestic d1sorder than previous attempts.~

because the 1ndec1s1ve Teadership in Peking remains unw1l11ng or

unab]e to force the settlement of the local power d1sputes respons1b1e for
most of the d1sorder and promulgate pract1ca1 policies that would a1lev1ate
d1scontept. Until there is unity of purpose in Peking -~ and Tittle short of
a real war or a decisive change of leadership will create this ~- Communist

China will be plagued by recurring waves of domestic political turmoj1,
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