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26 January 19735

MEMORANDUM FOR: General Coumsel |

SUBJECT :  Intercept of Commumications in the U. S.

1. CIA is jntercepting at our comnunications sitaD

igh frequency, j,aternational radio te

phone calls originating n New York and being
Yroadcast to South Amerl ¥ directed to New York
from South America. Some calls are relay calls through
New York but not origimating or terminating there. The
calls involve both U. S. citizens and foreign nationals.

2.

he intercept team screens the ie =

b
drelated matters. MNSA rveceives the traffic from

CIA[in the form of magnetic tape. [

3. 1 would ap-p'reciaté your very early views as to
where this intercept activity falls with respect

to U, S. law.

Even if it is legal or we can securs ihe nscessary authoriza-

tions, it seems To me thers is extra flap potential associatec
with reports going into the BNDD mechanism, particulazly .
since they may well become the basis £or exscutive action. \

{S1gned), \

Acting '.‘.111qu

pistribution: 5
Orig § L-- Addressee
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o Page 25 . . Prokibition) a& ccx:m" vs. US c:lti..ens
" .7 In Beptember 1972 cinmo- to conduct Medrabilify -
t.st-.a of certain Hr long- oE reial- tel.phcm_ circuits

. batween the US =nd South Azerica. The circuits carried druge-

w rTelated traffic. [
» tasts mwy———l
) L—mmﬁq—am "

yas ] n 73 Zollowing -03C determinaticn that thay |
- were illegsl.

_ | We conduct an intereept oparation inl_ ]targetea.

, on redio telephons ¢onvarsations |
I [Thase 1n 0

large nmber of unre_a.ted conversations often :I.nvolvi:a.g U3 citizens.

"bsting in the. U3 of GR-developed electran:l.c ‘collection .
_ ..aastems occasiopally result in the collection Of domestic televhons
.. conversations. When the teats are couplete, Ithe :I.nter"epted.
o material is deatroyed.. .
e CIA chnicians conducted 'baats in’ the l-!iami area in
- August gear intended For use asa:l.nst a Soviet agent in
_-Bouth Vietnam While wholly innocuous, the tests precszaed the
. ‘holding’ of [the conventions trers and coul& be construaci as
. 'be:Lns somehow :mla'l'.ed 'oo ‘them.

e In February 1972 CIA a.sked. an o“i‘ie}.al of ATET for copiss o
_telqphone call.-slips relating to US-Chira calls. The-operaticn
.. lasted for three or four monthe and ther difed up. CGC stated its
... belief that the callection of these slips did not. violate “the
co::mmications Act sipea eavesdmpping ms*not dnvolved. -

e

Page 29 'Mai1l coverage i

T Since 1953, CIA has operated.a wail intereept program of ’
+7.° incoming end outgolng Russian,mail and; at various tines, :other . ~
. -~ .  selected mail at Kernedy Airport in Naw .York City. This prograa ’
- .» 'e. il pow dormant pending deci.sion on uhether to continue or to
e - '-_a'bolish is. -
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