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The Honorable Clark ¥, Ciifford
Secretary of Defenne
¥ashington, L. C,

Deayr Clark:

I have just heard a hriefing by technical personne!l
of NASA langley. Thelr conciuvsions, if boroe out by -
further analysis, conld have critical iwplications for
G.8. defense plamning,

The subject matter comcerns the capabilities of

-Soviet airoralt, missiles, aad spacecraft. Ia briet,

the NASA people have contrived to comstrnct models of
cortain Soviet equipment from photograshic and other
desoriptive materlal, to test tham ir wind tunnels, and
to subject them to computer simulations. This wori was
undérteken at the request of the intelligence commualty,
NABA:langley was uped becauss of their umique facilities
and Yecopnized competence in this field.

. The results to date are disturbing. For exanple,.
alrcraft such ag FISEBED and FCXEAT are found to be _
BUperigr Ar most teportast performanee characteristics
0 U.8, cosbat alrcratt mow in gervice. Design features
on seveéral Boviet wissile systems ghow similar sdvances.
The general comclusiox im that Boviet aerodynamic demign
capabliities are far advanced, and at the present rate of
effort the UBER may well snjoy an ever increasing advan~
tage over our serospace wvehicles.

Ve will be discussing the matter with some of your
senior officiale soon. In the meantime, I wanted to

Sincerely, u n s &T
/8/ Riohard Helma I
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